
 
 

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda 
Date: August 13, 2026 

Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND 
 

 
    
  Call to order   
 The Pledge of Allegiance  
      Roll Call   
        Approval of Agenda   
        Approval of minutes for previous meetings   
        Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Morrell 
 
This meeting will also be available via the Go To Meeting platform via 
https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty or dial  +1 (669) 224-3412  
and use access code: 370-200-173  
 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173 

 
1. John Saiki, MC Engineer 

• Temporary Construction Easements and Permanent Right of Way purchase for the Mork Bridge. 
2. Joel Rostberg, MC Assistant Emergency Manager 

• Fire Emergency and Burn Ban 
3. Dennis Meier, Three Rivers Human Service Zone 

• 2027 Budget 
4. Dawn Rhone, MC Auditor 

• 200-006 – MIDA Bond – Financing Policy and Application Procedures 
• Approval of 2027 Preliminary Budget 

5. Public comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1  
Public comment policy 

6. Others 
 
 
*Issues may be added or deleted by meeting day.   

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty
tel:+16692243412,,370200173
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173
file://C30FILE2023/Users$/diane.blumhagen/bke/400-006%20%20Public%20Comment%20Policy%20-07-23-25.pdf


MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
July 28, 2026 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on July 28, 2026 at 5:31 PM by 
Chair Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  
Others present were Commissioners Buckley, Tokach and Morrell and Auditor Rhone.  Also present was 
States Attorney Koppy and Sheriff Kirchmeier.   
 
Tokach moved and Morrell seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Zachemeier arrives at 5:32 PM. 
 
Buckley moved and Tokach seconded to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2026 regular meeting.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
   
Tokach moved and Buckley seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye,  motion carried.  
 
Chair Boehm opened the public hearing on the Western Plains Public Health 2017 budget at 6:11 PM. 
Pubic Hearing was closed at 6:23 PM. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve the Resolution of Promulgation as presented as it 
relates to Morton County’s updated Local Emergency Operations Plan dated July 28th, 2026.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Public Comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1 was opened at 9:08PM. There was no public 
comment and comment period was closed at 9:08PM. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from July 10, 2026 through July 28, 2026 equals $4,971,914.23.  
 
A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular 
business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Chair Boehm adjourned the meeting at 9:09 PM.  
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
MEETING DATE: August 13, 2026
PREPARATION DATE: August 4, 2026
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Highway Department
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: John Saiki
PRESENTER: John Saiki

SUBJECT: 

 
 Temporary Construction Easements and Permanent Right of Way 
 Purchase for the Mork Bridge.

 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   Request Approval for Purchase of  Temporary Construction 

Easements and Permanent Right of Way for Bridge Replacement      
30-156-04.1 designed by KLJ Engineering.  

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:    Morton County is in the process of replacing Bridge No. 30-156-04.1, 

the Mork Bridge Sweet Bridge located approximately 2 miles West 
and 6 mile North of Mandan on 34th Street.  The design for the bridge 
replacement is based on the Morton County Minimum Standards for 
New Construction, in addition to NDDOT and AASHTO Standards.  
The Concrete Box Culvert is going to be installed in the same location 
of the current bridge.   The existing structure is at the confluence of 
two streams and was originally designed to require one structure.  
This required two curves in the road to accommodate this.  Our 
original plan was to construct two separate structures one for each 
stream, north of the existing structure, to eliminate the curves.  The 
permit application submitted to the Army Corps of Engineers was 
denied and we are required to build a single structure in the existing 
location.  The roadway design was modified to reduce as much as 
possible the existing curves.  We were not successful in eliminating 
the curves, but we were able to reduce the degree of curvature, 
improving safety.  The curve reduction portion of the project resulted 
in an increase in Right of Way purchased compared to our usual 
bridge replacements.  Temporary Easements are needed to 
accommodate construction activities. NDDOT policies and 
procedures were followed in the negotiations.  The Morton County 
Right of Way Acquisitions policy was used for compensation, which 
resulted in the amount of the payment.  This is a project that is being 
funded with funds from the NDDOT Flex Fund program.  This project 
is 100% reimbursable by the NDDOT, all except the Right of Way.   

 
 
 

Morton County Commission
Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW
Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414
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The Road Commission has been involved in the progress of this 
project throughout the preliminary engineering and design.           

 
ATTACHMENTS                                   Spreadsheet containing the recap of the property and consideration for 

affected property owners, rather than all pages of the negotiation 
documents 

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  On this project the adjacent property owners elected to donate the 

Temporary Easements.  Under our policy, the payment for the 
Permanent Right of Way is $ 22,253.00.  The amount is higher than 
we typically see since we realigned the road in order to reduce the 
curves, requiring almost 4 acres of Right of Way.  We had a portion 
of the Right of Way amount budgeted; the remaining amount can be 
covered by other projects bidding lower than we originally estimated.   

 
STAFF IMPACT:          Minimal   
 
LEGAL REVIEW:          None 
 
RECOMMENDATION Approve payment for the Permanent Right of Way for the Mork 

Bridge.      
 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Move to Approve payment of $22,253.00 for Permanent Right of Way 

for the Mork Bridge, Bridge Number 30-156-04.1.  



Owners Parcel Number Type Acerage Consideration
Mork Et Al  1-1 Temp Easement 0.01 Donation

1-2 Temp Easement 0.04 Donation

1-3 Permanent 0.53 $3,153.50

1-4 Permanent 3.21 $19,099.50

1-5 Temp Easement 0.10 Donation

1-6 Temp Easement 0.08 Donation

1-7 Temp Easement 0.35 Donation

1-8 Temp Easement 0.02 Donation

Tabulation of Right of Way Costs
(Mork Bridge) Bridge No. 30-156-04.1

Charles Mork and Timothy Allen Mork

Mork Et Al
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE: August 13th , 2026 
PREPARATION DATE: August 7, 2026 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Emergency Management 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Patrick Martin 
PRESENTER: Joel Rostberg 
SUBJECT: Burn Ban on open burning. 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  Due to continued extreme dry conditions in Morton County, the Morton County 
Fire Chiefs have requested a burn ban declaration to protect life and property from wildfire. The Morton County 
Fire Chiefs are requesting a Fire Ban until conditions warrant a return to previous fire restrictions. 

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: The Morton County Fire Chiefs contacted MCEM requesting a complete 
Open Burning Ban/Fire Emergency declaration for Morton County on 8/6/26. Under NDCC, the MC Chairman, 
acting as the primary executive officer, can promulgate a temporary (7 days) emergency declaration. This was 
accomplished on 8/7/26. The emergency declaration expires on 8/14/26. MCEM is requesting the extension of 
the Fire Emergency and Burn Ban with a tentative expiration of 12-30-26. ** If and when conditions warrant 
a repeal of the Fire Emergency and Burn Ban for Morton County prior to 12/30/2026, the MCEM in 
conjunction with the Morton County Fire Chiefs will petition the Morton County Commission for 
possible reinstatement of the previous Burn Restrictions applied in January 2026, and will present 
directly to the Morton County Commission.**  

 
ATTACHMENTS: Fire Emergency and Burn Ban Declaration 8-13-26, Jurisdiction Fire Tracking, US Drought 
Monitor     
FISCAL IMPACT:  None 

 
STAFF IMPACT:  None 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the Morton County Fire Emergency and Burn Ban Declaration.  
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: I move to approve the Fire Emergency and Burn Ban Declaration as presented to protect 
life, property, and resources in Morton County.  

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 





MORTON COUNTY 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCYMANAGEMENT 

Patrick Martin, Director 
701.667.3290 patrick.martin@mortonnd.gov 

 

 
FIRE EMERGENCY AND BURN BAN 

August 13th , 2026 

WHEREAS, the Morton County Board of Commissioners recognizes that current and forecasted dry 
weather conditions, combined with dry vegetation, creates a combustible formula for unnecessary fire loss and 
presents a risk for the citizens and property in Morton County, North Dakota; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board wishes to regulate activities within Morton County which pose a potential hazard 

for such loss, should these weather conditions continue; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cities of Mandan, Glen Ullin, Hebron, and Flasher have city fire emergency and burn ordinances in 

place through an adopted fire code; and 

WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and property; and 

WHEREAS, the impact of fires could threaten the health, well-being, and safety of Morton County’s 
citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of response and inordinate equipment wear may be far in excess of available County 
resources. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Morton County Board of Commissioners declares a Fire 
Emergency and Burn Ban effective, immediately through December 31st, 2026. 

 

 
THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF THIS BURN BAN IS A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR (NDCC 37-17.1-10.1: 

MAXIMUM SENTENCE OF 30 DAYS IN JAIL AND $1,500 FINE). 

DATED at Mandan, North Dakota this 13th day of August 2026. 
 
 
 

Nathan Boehm, Chairman 
Morton County Commission 

 
Morton County Courthouse • 210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan, ND 58554 

What’s Included No Open Burning: Includes campfires, controlled burns (i.e. wood piles, tumbleweeds, tree 
piles, etc.), cropland/agricultural burning, outdoor fireplaces and chimineas, fireworks aerial, fireworks ground, 
garbage/pit burning, charcoal grills/smokers, wood fire grills/smokers, and outdoor welding/hot work. 
 
What’s Excluded Controlled Devices: Only when device(s) (gas grills, gas patio fireplaces and chimineas, gas 
camp stoves, is/are on a hard, non-organic surface and 15’ away from vegetation and an extinguisher or water 
source is readily available on site. 

mailto:patrick.martin@mortonnd.gov


Subject: State's Attorneys Opinion on Clarification of MIDA Bonds as Applied to County Government 

 
Dear Auditor Rhone:  
 

Earlier today you asked me if I could provide you with an opinion from the Morton County State’s 
Attorneys Office to the effect that MIDA Bonds in common parlance applies to the terms “Education Bonds” or 
“Education Revenue Bonds” or “Healthcare Bonds” or “Facilities Revenue Bonds” and the like. To borrow from 
an earlier E-mail sent to Morton County by bond counsel Mr. Scott Wegner, Bismarck, North Dakota, the 
discussion below is helpful. I want to give Mr. Wegner credit for his draftsmanship of the discussion below 
since I don’t want to plagiarize his writing. 
 
Message from Scott Wegner, dated to August 5, 2026: 
 
“You [Morton County] should just use the words “MIDA” in the [proposed] policy.  MIDA is found in the NDCC Act 
(Chapter 40-57), so everything issued by the county on behalf of other entities would be a MIDA bond. 
As a marketing description MIDA bonds might be called education revenue bonds if the borrower is an entity like U of 
Mary. Or, for Missouri Slope for example, they called them healthcare revenue bonds. Or some are called facilities 
revenue bonds. All are MIDA bonds, but they want to be more descriptive of the type of project [involved]. There could 
be several types of descriptive names so I would just use MIDA in the [proposed] policy. 
Bank qualified bonds is a federal tax category if the issuer does not exceed $10 million dollars in tax exempt bonds in a 
particular calendar year. MIDA bonds may or may not be bank qualified depending on whether the county will stay 
under $10 million dollars tax-exempt in the year the MIDA bonds are issued.  For the [proposed] policy, one item you 
[Morton County] might want [to include] is a provision for the borrower to compensate the county for loss of bank 
qualified status. I [Mr. Scott Wegner] can provide [appropriate] language if you want. Also, I [Wegner Law Firm] have 
some older MIDA bond policies from other cities and counties if you [Morton County] may want to look at them.” 

 
CHAPTER 40-57 MUNICIPAL INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT ACT 
40-57-01. Short title.  
 
This chapter may be cited as the Municipal Industrial Development Act of 1955.  
 
40-57-02. Definitions.  
 
As used in this chapter, unless a different meaning clearly appears from the context: 
 
1. "Municipality" means counties as well as municipalities of the types listed in subsection 4 of section 40-01-
01 and, in the case of parking projects, municipal parking authorities created pursuant to section 40-61-02 and 
the public finance authority or any successor in interest to the public finance authority for the purpose of 
issuing revenue bonds under this chapter. In acting as a municipality under this chapter, the public finance 
authority or its successor in interest shall follow the provisions of this chapter to the extent applicable or 
practicable but it need not comply with the notice and hearing provisions contained in sections 40-57-04 and 
40-57-04.1 or the provisions of section 40-57-10. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of this 
chapter and chapter 6-09.4, the provisions of chapter 6-09.4 govern.  
2. "Project" means any real property, buildings, and improvements on real property, including water and 
sewer lines and other underground infrastructure, and the buildings on the real property, and any equipment 
located on the real property or in the buildings, or elsewhere, or personal property, including working capital, 
which is used or useful in connection with a revenue-producing enterprise, or any combination of two or more 
revenue-producing enterprises, engaged or to be engaged in: 



a. Assembling, fabricating, manufacturing, mixing, or processing of any agricultural, mineral, or 
manufactured products, or any combination thereof.  

b. Storing, warehousing, distributing, or selling any products of agriculture, mining, or manufacture.  
c. Providing child care facilities or hospital, nursing home, or other health care facilities and service.  
d. Improvements or equipment used or to be used for the abatement or control of environmental 
pollution in connection with any new or existing revenue-producing enterprise.  
e. Public career and technical education.  
f. Any other industry or business not prohibited by the constitution or laws of the state of North 
Dakota.  

In no event, however, does the term "project" include those undertakings defined in chapter 40-35, with the 
exception of projects referred to in this subsection. 
3. Et  Seq. 
 



 

 

200-006 – MIDA Bond - Financing Policy and Application Procedures 
Adopted - 
Revised -                                                                    DRAFT 
Legal Reference - NDCC 40-57-09; NDCC 44.04 
 
Purpose 
Morton County establishes the following procedures and requirements for applicants seeking financing 
through Municipal Industrial Development Act (MIDA) bonds. The purpose of this policy is to ensure a 
consistent application process, promote due diligence by applicants regarding the legality and feasibility 
of proposed projects, and provide clear administrative steps for County review and approval. 
This policy is intended to facilitate orderly processing of MIDA bond requests while ensuring compliance 
with applicable North Dakota Century Code (NDCC), including § 40-57-09 and related provisions. 

 
1. Application Requirement and Fees 
All applicants seeking MIDA bond financing from Morton County must submit: 

• A completed MIDA bond application form (as provided by the Morton County Auditor’s Office), 
and  

• A non-refundable application fee of $1,000.00 payable to Morton County.  

Applicants are responsible for thoroughly evaluating the legal eligibility and financial feasibility of their 
proposed project prior to submission. Particular attention should be given to federal tax-exempt 
qualification requirements, including responses to all application questions. Negative responses to key 
tax-exemption eligibility questions may result in the project not qualifying for tax-exempt status. 

 
2. Submission and Initial Review Process 
The completed application form and application fee shall be submitted to: 

Morton County Auditor’s Office 
(Attention: County Auditor) 
Upon receipt, the Auditor’s Office will: 

1. Review the application for completeness,  
2. Forward the application to the Morton County State’s Attorney for legal review, and  
3. Return the application to the Auditor’s Office for placement on the agenda of the Morton 

County Commission.  

All required resolutions and/or notices must also be submitted with the application when applicable. 

 
 



 
3. Required Forms and Resolution Packages 
The Morton County Auditor’s Office will maintain approved templates for all required MIDA bond 
documents. Applicants must coordinate with the Auditor’s Office to obtain the appropriate set of forms 
based on the type of financing requested. 

Two general categories of bond transactions are recognized: 

A. Original Issuance Bonds 
For new bond issues, the following documents are typically required: 

• Preliminary Resolution  
• Notice of Public Hearing  
• Resolution Authorizing Issuance of Bonds  
• Resolution Approving Terms of Bonds (if required)  

The Preliminary Resolution and Notice of Public Hearing must be submitted with the application. 
In many cases, bond terms are not finalized at the time of public hearing. In such instances, NDCC § 40-
57-09 requires a subsequent resolution by the County approving final bond terms once financing details 
are finalized. If all terms are known in advance, the additional resolution may not be required. 
 
B. Refunding Bond Issues 
For refunding transactions, the following are generally required: 

• Preliminary Resolution  
• Notice of Public Hearing  
• Resolution Authorizing Issuance  

In most refunding cases, bond terms are finalized prior to County consideration; therefore, a separate 
resolution approving final terms is typically not necessary. 

 
4. Public Hearing and Notice Requirements 
Applicants must coordinate public hearing scheduling with the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
The Auditor’s Office is responsible for publishing the required legal notice in the designated official 
newspaper (or other legally required publication outlet) two times, as required by law. 

The cost of publication shall be deducted from the initial application fee. 

 
5. State Application for Allocation 
In addition to County-level requirements, applicants are responsible for completing and submitting any 
required application for private activity bond allocation to the Office of the Governor, as applicable 
under state law. 

Forms and instructions for this process may be obtained from the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 

 

 

 

 



 
6. Closing Documentation Requirements 
Applicants are responsible for preparing all closing documents related to the bond issuance or 
refunding. 
 
All documents requiring execution by Morton County officials must be provided to the County Auditor’s 
Office no fewer than three (3) business days prior to closing. 

This timeline is required to allow sufficient review by the State’s Attorney and County officials prior to 
execution. 

A complete copy of all closing documents must also be retained on file with the County. 

 
7. Issuance Fee 
Morton County shall assess an issuance fee for MIDA bond transactions as follows: 

• One percent (1%) of the total bond issue amount,  
• Subject to a maximum fee of $10,000.00 per issuance.  

This fee is separate from and in addition to the non-refundable application fee. 

 
8. Administrative Authority 
The Morton County Auditor’s Office is authorized to: 

• Maintain all standard MIDA bond forms and templates,  
• Coordinate legal review with the State’s Attorney,  
• Schedule and publish public notices, and  
• Place qualifying items on the County Commission agenda.  

 
9. Effective Application 
This policy shall apply to all MIDA bond applications submitted to Morton County after adoption by the 
Morton County Commission and shall remain in effect until amended or rescinded by formal 
Commission action. 

 
10. Conflict of Interest 
No County official, officer, employee, or consultant shall participate in any decision regarding a MIDA 
Bond application in which they have a direct or indirect financial interest, as defined under NDCC 44-04 
and applicable ethics provisions.  All individuals with a potential conflict shall disclose such interest and 
recuse themselves from participation as required by law. 
 
Disclaimer 
The County shall have no responsibility for the payment of principal, interest, premiums, or any other 
costs associated with any bonds issued under this policy.  All obligations shall be limited to the terms of 
the bond documents and shall not constitute indebtedness of the County. 
 
 



GENERAL FUND 2027 Approved Increase/(Decrease) % Taxes Levied Taxes Levied Increase

Budget 2026 Budget 2026 to 2027 Change 2027 2026 (Decrease) % Change

County Board 141,986.00                     141,961.00                      25.00                            0.0%

Auditor 495,225.00                     484,066.00                      11,159.00                    2.3%

Treasurer 429,148.00                     404,415.00                      24,733.00                    6.1%

States Attorney 2,037,202.00                 2,037,279.00                  (77.00)                          0.0%

Tax Director 568,345.00                     580,246.00                      (11,901.00)                   -2.1%

District Court 69,600.00                       64,600.00                        5,000.00                      7.7%

Office Building 16,900.00                       17,000.00                        (100.00)                        -0.6%

Recorder 283,976.00                     271,944.00                      12,032.00                    4.4%

Juvenile Court 234,298.00                     234,298.00                      -                                0.0%

Building & Grounds 632,916.00                     589,158.00                      43,758.00                    7.4%

Human Resources 189,405.00                     179,114.00                      10,291.00                    5.7%

Technology 170,764.00                     158,364.00                      12,400.00                    7.8%

Non-Departmental 239,950.00                     240,750.00                      (800.00)                        -0.3%

Correctional Center 1,387,205.00                 1,929,101.00                  (541,896.00)                 -28.1%

Sheriff 6,346,970.00                 5,891,403.00                  455,567.00                  7.7%

Coroner 48,535.00                       45,710.00                        2,825.00                      6.2%

DES 295,135.00                     289,844.00                      5,291.00                      1.8%

Communications 442,322.00                     428,098.00                      14,224.00                    3.3%

Elections 500.00                            108,000.00                      (107,500.00)                 -99.5%

Conservation & Promotion of Ag 165,000.00                     165,000.00                      -                                0.0%

Planning & Zoning 174,462.00                     147,521.00                      26,941.00                    18.3%

Supt of Schools 12,324.00                       12,000.00                        324.00                         2.7%

County Park 436,928.00                     447,116.00                      (10,188.00)                   -2.3%

TOTAL GENERAL FUND 14,819,096.00               14,866,988.00                (47,892.00)                   -0.3% 5,378,164.00     5,163,688.00     214,476.00         4%

SPECIAL FUNDS

Road & Bridge 8,490,053.00                 11,514,024.00                (3,023,971.00)             -26.3% 3,274,582.00     3,109,716.00     164,866.00         5%

Weeds 316,792.00                     302,996.00                      13,796.00                    4.6% 175,846.00         169,120.00         6,726.00             4%

Social Services 4,965,200.00                 5,077,832.00                  (112,632.00)                 -2.2%

County Extension 285,875.00                     261,188.00                      24,687.00                    9.5% 230,678.00         218,649.00         12,029.00           6%

Veterans Service 301,897.00                     218,772.00                      83,125.00                    38.0% 272,148.00         196,538.00         75,610.00           38%

LEC Building Fund 50,000.00                       50,000.00                        -                                0.0%

Property & Assets Forfeiture 30,000.00                       30,000.00                        -                                0.0%

States Attorney Forfeiture 30,000.00                       30,000.00                        

BMDC Capital Projects 50,000.00                       50,000.00                        

Region VII PRC 10,000.00                       10,000.00                        -                                0.0%

MANTF 100,000.00                     100,000.00                      

Community Garden 3,000.00                         3,000.00                          -                                0.0%

Capital Projects 150,000.00                     50,000.00                        100,000.00                  200.0%

HVAC Fund 91,000.00                       120,000.00                      

Co Special Assessments 60,000.00                       60,000.00                        -                                0.0%

County Wireless 911 582,000.00                     581,000.00                      1,000.00                      0.2%

Memorial Wall 500,000.00                     

Montes Rancheros Specials-502 33,011.00                       33,011.00                        -                                0.0%

Captains Landing Specials-503 -                                   -                                    -                                

Willow Road-504 74,000.00                       74,000.00                        -                                0.0%

Whispering Hills Specials-507 20,372.00                       20,372.00                        -                                0.0%

Riverview Heights-505 23,888.00                       23,888.00                        

Mantahni (508) 25,849.00                       

Prairie Ridge (509) 23,807.00                       

Yellow Rose/Howling Wolf (510) 14,564.00                       

Entzel 2025(514) 73,721.00                       

Internal Service Equipment 376,000.00                     342,000.00                      34,000.00                    9.9%

County Motor Pool 9,900.00                         53,700.00                        (43,800.00)                   -81.6%

Burube Apt Bldg 133,500.00                     133,750.00                      (250.00)                        -0.2%

Hazardous Chemicals Prep 5,000.00                         5,000.00                          -                                0.0%

American Rescue Fund 356,227.00                     130,000.00                      

Sheriff Donations 17,000.00                       17,000.00                        

Document Preservation Fund 20,300.00                       24,800.00                        (4,500.00)                     -18.1%

Sr Citizens 460,000.00                     453,000.00                      7,000.00                      1.5% 248,821.00         235,921.00         12,900.00           5%

County Health 864,730.00                     808,443.00                      56,287.00                    7.0% 811,260.00         754,216.00         57,044.00           8%

County Library 299,799.00                     285,350.00                      14,449.00                    5.1% 253,175.00         243,943.00         9,232.00             4%

Lower Heart Flood 442,000.00                     440,000.00                      2,000.00                      0.5% 465,233.00         434,800.00         30,433.00           7%

County Water 180,000.00                     180,000.00                      -                                0.0% 154,311.00         159,023.00         (4,712.00)            -3%

Historical Society 25,600.00                       24,391.00                        1,209.00                      5.0% 23,327.00           22,111.00           1,216.00             5%

Ecomonic Development 130,737.00                     129,446.00                      1,291.00                      1.0% 104,556.00         100,399.00         4,157.00             4%

Total Special Funds 19,625,822.00               21,636,963.00                (2,011,141.00)             -9.3% 6,013,937.00     5,644,436.00     369,501.00         7%

(1,512,330.00)                

TOTAL 34,444,918.00               36,503,951.00                (2,059,033.00)             -6% 11,392,101.00   10,808,124.00   583,977.00        5.4%

less inter-fund transfer (439,290.00)                   

34,005,628.00$             

8/13/2026



Morton County Budget 2027 Estimated 2027 Total

Cash Balance estimated rev Estimated Transfer Estimated Work Budget Transfer Projected BUDGET Last Yr. Change 

Jan 1, 2027 less prop tax Revenue 2026 In Funds Avail. 2026 Out Balance 12/31/26 MILLS MILLS in Mills

--------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ------------------- ----------------- -----------------

    General  12,393,710 8,634,952 13,574,050 25,967,760 13,942,878 939,290 11,085,592 19.85                  20.00               (0.15)

    County Park 479,107 154,000 377,939 857,046 436,928 420,118 0.90                    1.00                 (0.10)

Total General 12,872,817 13,951,989 0 26,824,806 14,379,806 939,290 11,505,710 20.75                  21.00               (0.25)

Road and Bridge 3,320,492 205,808 2,694,019 4,390,000 10,404,511 8,490,053 1,914,458 10.00                  10.00               0.00

Unorganized Road 896,151 272,050            927,438 1,823,589 1,390,000 433,589 7.10                    7.00                 0.10

Highway Distribution (503,825) 4,486,770         4,486,770 3,982,945 2,500,000 1,482,945 -                      -                   0.00

Weeds 151,197 107,400 276,212 0 427,409 316,792                    110,617 1.66                    1.65                 0.01

Social Welfare 188,053 4,965,200 4,965,200 0 5,153,253 4,965,200                 188,053 -                      -                   0.00

County Agent 320,212 18,100 239,551 559,763 285,875 273,888 0.89                    0.89                 0.00

Veterans 64,510 38,400 299,662 364,172 301,897                    62,275 1.05                    0.80                 0.25

Emergency 512,645 0 0 512,645 0 512,645 -                      -                   0.00

LEC (fund 214) 218,340 22,500 22,500 27,500 268,340 50,000 218,340

Property & Asset Foreiture 44,673 20,000 20,000 64,673 30,000 34,673

States Attorney Forfeiture 81,232 20,000 20,000 101,232 30,000 71,232

BMDC Capital Projects 184,283 0 50,790 235,073 50,000 185,073 -                      -                   0.00

Community Garden 10,991 3,000 2,000 12,991 3,000 9,991

Region VII PRC 7,908 8,000 8,000 15,908 10,000 5,908

Memorial Wall Fund 3,536 500,000 500,000 503,536 500,000 3,536

MANTF 0 100,000 100,000 100,000 100,000 0

Capital Projects 588,169 163,000 163,000 751,169 150,000 601,169 -                      -                   0.00

HVAC Fund 26,751 0 0 75,000 101,751 91,000 10,751

Special Assessments 78,570 0 0 78,570 60,000 18,570 -                      -                   0.00

Landline E-911 229,986 531,300 531,300 761,286 582,000 179,286

Schlosser's #5 6,243 0 0 6,243 0 6,243

Montes Rancheros (502) (18,333) 23,800 23,800 5,467 33,011 (27,544)

Captains Landing Specials(503) 3,900 13,934 13,934 17,834 0 17,834

Willow Road(504) (67,917) 62,000 62,000 (5,917) 74,000 (79,917)

Whispering Hills Specials(507) (16,284) 14,250 14,250 (2,034) 20,372 (22,406)

Riverview Heights(505) (1,685) 18,100 18,100 16,415 23,888 (7,473)

Entzel's # 5(506-511) 67,780 0 0 67,780 0 67,780 -                      -                   0.00

Mantahni (508) (86) 33,589 (86) 25,849 (25,935)

Prairie Ridge (509) 1,014 33,398 1,014 23,807 (22,793)

Yellow Rose/Howling Wolf (510) (86) 19,251 (86) 14,564 (14,650)

Entzel 2025 (514) 12,214 100,761 12,214 73,721 (61,507)

Internal Service 352,519 0 0 357,000 709,519 376,000 333,519 -                      -                   0.00

County Motor Pool 18,670 8,000 8,000 26,670 9,900 0 16,770

Berube Apt Bldg 0 205,000 205,000 205,000 133,500 71,000 500

Hazardous Chemicals 6,218 2,000 2,000 8,218 5,000 3,218 -                      -                   0.00

COVID Funds from State 372,479 0 372,479 356,227 16,252

Sheriff Donations 56,155 0 56,155 17,000 39,155

Document Preservation 51,069 25,000 25,000 76,069 20,300 55,769 -                      -                   0.00

Senior Citizens  1,958 224,000 462,868 464,826 460,000 4,826 0.96                    0.96                 0.00

County Health 0 54,000 865,260 865,260 864,730 530 3.13                    3.07                 0.06

County Library  8,961 50,800 293,848 302,809 299,799 3,010 2.39                    2.38                 0.01

Lower Heart Water Dist. 0 5,675 470,908 470,908 442,000 28,908 4.00                    4.00                 0.00

Morton County Water 0 32,337 180,475 180,475 180,000 475 1.08                    1.16                 (0.08)

Historical Society 0 2,273 25,600 25,600 25,600 (0) 0.09                    0.09                 0.00

Economic Dev. 12,107 33,200 133,573 145,680 130,737 14,943 0.77                    0.77                 0.00

0.62                    0.62                 

0.15                    0.15                 

----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------------------------

Totals 20,163,587 21,211,848 32,012,259 4,900,290 57,076,135 34,005,628 4,900,290 18,170,217 53.87 53.77 0.10

----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------------------------

34% of revenue is property taxes % increase in taxable valuation 5.5%

15% of revenue is sales tax new growth 1.2%

1 mill = 259,189 *includes homestead and vet credits

2026 2025

11,392,101$        10,808,124$     

8/13/2026 INCREASE 583,977 5.4%

        Total Tax $ levied


	Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda
	Date: August 13, 2026
	Time: 5:30 p.m.
	Location: Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse
	210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND



	FIRE EMERGENCY AND BURN BAN
	THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF THIS BURN BAN IS A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR (NDCC 37-17.1-10.1: MAXIMUM SENTENCE OF 30 DAYS IN JAIL AND $1,500 FINE).

