
 

 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:    December 19, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:12 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Ron Leingang and Ernie Fitterer 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Andy Zachmeier 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the November 26, 2013 Board Minutes and the December 19, 2013 

Agenda.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

2014 MEETING DATES 

 

A motion was made by Rose Mary Lawson to have the 2014 monthly Social Service Board Meeting dates on the last 

Tuesday of each month, with the exception of May, which will be Thursday, May 29.  Ron Leingang seconded the 

motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

DIRECTOR EVALUATION 

 

All evaluations but one have been completed by the Board Members for the Director.   Del will review and compile 

all, and turn in the Director’s evaluation as soon as possible. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through November 

30, 2013.  

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  Medicaid Enrolled Recipients by County for October and November 2013 were distributed to the Board Members. 

 

2.  A letter from Jennifer Barry, Early Childhood Services Administrator, regarding changes for self-declared childcare 

providers was distributed to the Board Members.  This letter will be mailed out to all self-declared childcare 

providers. 

 

3.  The DHS Child Care Assistance Grants Report for 11/1/13 through 11/30/13 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT CONT. 

 

4.  Child Protective Services Statewide Appeal Data as of November 25, 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

5.  A memo from the Department of Human Services regarding New Medicaid Health Care Coverage was distributed 

to the Board Members.  This memo will be mailed out to SNAP, Medicaid, and Fuel Assistance households. 

 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for November 2013. 

 

2.  The Summary of Case Activity from November 25, 2013 through December 16, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

3.  The LIHEAP Statistical Report for FY2013 as of November 26, 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

4. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report as of December 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Mike distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through December 12, 2013.   

 

 

DECEMBER BILLS 

 

Ron Leingang made a motion to pay the December bills.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is Tuesday, January 28, 2014, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:    November 26, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:00 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Andy Zachmeier, Ron Leingang and Ernie Fitterer 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:    

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the October 29, 2013 Board Minutes and the November 26, 2013 

Agenda.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

2014 BUDGET 

 

Mike distributed the final budget for 2014 to the Board Members.  Discussion followed. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through October 

31, 2013.  

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through November 26, 2013.   

 

 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for October 2013. 

 

2.  The Summary of Case Activity from October 25, 2013 through November 21, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

3.  The LIHEAP Statistical Report for FY2013 as of November 21, 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

4. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report as of November 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  TANF Caseloads for October 2013 and TANF Summary from July 2007 to present were distributed to the Board 

Members.  

 

2.  The DHS Child Care Assistance Grants Report for 10/1/13 through 10/31/13 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

3.  Mike distributed Child Abuse & Neglect Assessments for October 2013 to the Board Members. 

 

4.  Mike informed the Board Members Russian Delegated visited our office on Monday, November 18
th

. 

 

5.  Mike noted the next board meeting is Thursday, December 19
th

. 

 

6.  The Performance Evaluation for Mike was distributed to the Board Members to complete and return to Del by 

December 16
th

. 

 

 

NOVEMBER BILLS 

 

Ron Leingang made a motion to pay the November bills.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Rose Mary Lawson to adjourn the meeting.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is Thursday, December 19, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

 

 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:    October 29, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:10 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, and Ernie Fitterer 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Andy Zachmeier and Ron Leingang 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the September 24, 2013 Board Minutes and the October 29, 2013 

Agenda.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

 2014 BUDGET  

 

The 2014 Social Services budget has not been finalized by the Morton County Commission. Mike will provide a copy 

of the approved budget to the Board Members next Board meeting. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through September 

30, 2013.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  TANF Caseloads for September 2013 and TANF Summary from July 2007 to present were distributed to the Board 

Members.  

 

2.  Mike distributed Medicaid Enrolled Recipients by County for August 2013 to the Board Members. 

 

3.  The Department of Human Services Child Care Assistance Grants Reports for September 2013 was distributed to 

the Board Members. 

 

4.  Parent Aid, Natalie Reopelle, resigned October 11
th

 and Kristi Lorinsen has been offered the position and will start 

employment with Morton County Social Services on November 12. 

 

5.  Mike informed the Board Members the Director will give consent for medical care involving anesthesia for any 

child where Morton County Social Services has custody.     
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COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through October 29, 2013.   

 

2.  Bonita informed the Board Members of the changes to the self-declared child care provider.  The changes 

required our Child Care Licensor to do yearly unannounced visits to the providers. 

 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for September 2013. 

 

2.  The Summary of Case Activity from September 20, 2013 through October 24, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

3.  The LIHEAP Statistical Report for FY2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

4. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report as of October 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

 

Andy Zachmeier arrived at the meeting at 10:40 a.m. 

 

 

OCTOBER BILLS 

 

Andy Zachmeier made a motion to pay the October bills.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Rose Mary Lawson to adjourn the meeting.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted 

in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is November 26, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   September 24, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:00 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Andy Zachmeier, Ron Leingang, and Ernie Fitterer 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:    

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the August 27, 2013 Board Minutes and the September 24, 2013 

Agenda.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

2014 BUDGET 

 

The 2014 County Budget was approved by the Morton County Commissioners on September 23, 2013.  Mike will 

provide a copy of the budget to the Board Members after he receives it. 

 

 

INTER-COUNTY AGREEMENT 

 

The Inter-County Agreement was approved by the Commissioners September 17, 2013, it was sent to Burleigh 

County for further signatures.  The Agreement goes into effect on October 1, 2013. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through August 31, 

2013.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  TANF Caseloads for August 2013 and TANF Summary from July 2007 to present was distributed to the Board 

Members.  

2.  The 2013 Standards Chart for TANF, SNAP, LIHEAP, and Medicaid was distributed to the Board Members.  

3.  Mike distributed to the Board Members a copy of the Morton County Social Service web page and indicated the 

changes that were made. 

4.  Mike informed the Board Members of changes in the Child Care Assistance Program allowing those in pursuit of a 

four year degree to be eligible for assistance.  This has resulted in an increase of program applicants. 

5.  Morton County Social Services is getting ready for the Affordable Care Act and will be placing a computer in the 

lobby for public use. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through September 24, 2013.   

 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for August 2013. 

2.  The Summary of Case Activity from August 23, 2013 through September 19, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

3. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report through September 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

SEPTEMBER BILLS 

 

Rose Mary Lawson made a motion to pay the September bills.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is October 29, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:55 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   August 27, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:08 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, and Ernie Fitterer 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Andy Zachmeier and Ron Leingang 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the July 30, 2013 Board Minutes and the August 27, 2013 Agenda.  

Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

2014 BUDGET 

 

Mike distributed the 2014 Social Service Budget to the Board Members and informed them of changes that have 

been made.  Ernie Fitterer made a motion to approve the 2014 budget.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All 

voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

Andy Zachmeier arrived at the meeting at 10:07 a.m. 

 

 

INTER-COUNTY AGREEMENT 

 

The Inter-County Agreement has been signed by Burleigh County Social Services Board and Burleigh County 

Commission.  Chairman Del Wetsch signed the agreement and it will now go before the Morton County Commission. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through July 31, 

2013.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  Mike distributed the North Dakota Conference of Social Welfare detailed schedule to the Board Members.  If  

interested in attending the conference September 25-27, please let Patsi know by August 30
th

. 

2.  Mike distributed Child Abuse/Neglect Assessment historical data by Morton County staff from 2008 to current to 

the Board Members.  

 3.  Discussion was held regarding Social Services on the Morton County website.  Mike will be changing our address, 

adding office hours, the agency email address, and Board Members names and what towns they reside.   

4.  Mike informed the Board Members of the new telephones purchased, new copy machines that are being leased, 

how the scanning project is proceeding, and information regarding the Affordable Care Act. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT CONT. 

 

5.  The Region VII Social Service Board Association meeting is September 12, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 

Dean’s Steakhouse in Mandan.  The agenda and meeting time information will be mailed to the Board Members. 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Mike distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for July 2013. 

2.  Medicaid Enrolled Recipients by County for July 2013 and the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

report for July 2013 were distributed to the Board Members. 

3. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report through August 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

4.  The Summary of Case Activity from July 26, 2013 through August 22, 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through August 27, 2013.   

 

 

AUGUST BILLS 

 

Rose Mary Lawson made a motion to pay the August bills.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Andy Zachmeier to adjourn the meeting.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is September 24, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   July 30, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:08 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Rose Mary Lawson, Ernie Fitterer, and Andy Zachmeier 

                                                     

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Del Wetsch and Ron Leingang 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairperson Rose Mary Lawson. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the June 25, 2013 Board Minutes and the July 30, 2013 Agenda.  

Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

GUARDIAN AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

 

A letter from Judy Vetter from GAPS including a 2013 list of Morton County GAPS cases, and 3 letters of support were 

distributed to the board Members.  Discussion followed.  Andy Zachmeier made a motion to pay the $4000 semi-

annual payment to GAPS.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

INTER-COUNTY AGREEMENT 

 

The Inter-County Agreement between Morton and Burleigh Counties was distributed to the Board Members.  Andy 

Zachmeier made a motion to approve the Agreement and present it to the County Commissioners for approval.  

Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through June 30, 

2013.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  Mike distributed an email from Sandy Smith from Burleigh County Social Services regarding the Region VII County 

Social Service Board Association.  The President of the Association, Betty Day, is requesting possible dated and 

agenda items for a future meeting.  Andy Zachmeier recommended the meeting be held during the ND Conference of 

Social Welfare in September in Minot.  Mike will notify Ms. Day of this. 

2. The North Dakota Department of Human Services Mandatory Reporting of Abuse and Neglect of a Vulnerable 

Adult was distributed to the Board Members.  Discussion followed. 

3. Mike discussed the Affordable Care Act with the Board Members. 

4. Medicaid Enrolled Recipients by County for June 2013 and the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

report for June 2013 were distributed to the Board Members. 

5. Mike informed the Board Members of an IRS audit last week which involved the federal tax information received 

by the eligibility staff.  No deficiencies were noted by auditors.  An audit was also recently completed by DHS at the 

Home and Community Based Services program.  The auditor reported that overall, very good work is being done.  
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 DIRECTOR’S REPORT CONT. 

 

6. The federal Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) has notified ND that our official payment accuracy rate for federal 

fiscal year 2012 is 97.06%.  This is the highest payment accuracy rate in program history in North Dakota.  FNS has 

reported that the official negative error rate (renamed by FNS and now known as case and procedural error rate) is 

8.66%, or an accuracy rate of 91.34% for federal fiscal year 2012.  ND is one of six states in the nation to receive a 

performance bonus in this category.  North Dakota’s share of the national $6,000,000 bonus is $347,755.  FNS has 

also notified ND that our timeliness rate for federal fiscal year is 96.12%.  ND is one of 12 states in the running for a 

timeliness of application performance bonus.  The Farm Bill is currently stalled and word is that Congress will likely 

extend the current program, which has been done in the past.  There is a possibility of severing farm subsidies and 

SNAP, which have been rolled together in the Farm Bill for decades.  If the bill is split, it is possible that both would 

see significant changes and possible cuts.   

7. The dates of the Spring Showcase for 2014 have been set and are April 1-3, at the Radisson in Bismarck. 

8. The proposed Social Service 2014 Budget was reviewed with the Board Members. Discussion followed.  

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through July 30, 2013.  

  

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for June 2013. 

2. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report through July 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

3.  The Summary of Case Activity from June 21, 2013 through July 25, 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

 

JULY BILLS 

 

Ernie Fitterer made a motion to pay the July bills.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is August 27, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Rose Mary Lawson 

                                                                                                           Vice Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   June 25, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:05 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Ernie Fitterer, and Ron Leingang 

                                                     

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Andy Zachmeier 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Rose Mary Lawson to approve the May 28, 2013 Board Minutes and the June 25, 2013 

Agenda.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

OLD BUSINESS:    none 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through May 31, 

2013.  

 

Andy Zachmeier arrived at the meeting at 10:08 a.m. 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  Medicaid Enrolled Recipients by County for April 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

2.  Mike distributed Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) report for June 2013 to the Board Members. 

 

3.  Child Care Assistance Grants Report for May 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

4.  Mike distributed and reviewed the ND Medicaid – ACA (Affordable Care Act) Update with the Board Members. 

 

5.  Mike distributed the GAPS (Guardian & Protective Services) Morton County Client Service Cases for 2013 to the 

Board Members.  Discussion followed.  Andy Zachmeier made a motion to hold the payment for the second half of 

2013 until the facts on the case list are updated/clarified.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

6.  Mike reported to the Board Members the LIHEAP Statistics from October 2012 through May 2013.  North Dakota 

paid $12 million in LIHEAP benefits during this time.  Cases were down 6% but 11.5% more was paid.  The SNAP 

active case error rate for North Dakota is 1.96% as of mid-May, North Dakota is 14th in the nation. The negative error 

case rate for the state is 13.89%.  North Dakota is 13th in the nation. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT CONT. 

 

7.  Mike distributed and reviewed the Inter-County Agreement between Morton and Burleigh County for the Child 

Welfare Unit with the Board Members.  Ernie Fitterer made a motion to accept the Agreement.  Andy Zachmeier 

seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Ernie Fitterer withdrew his motion to accept the Agreement.  Andy 

Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.  After further discussion, Andy Zachmeier made 

a motion to recommend the County Commission approve the agreement with the exception of Section 5, Subsection 

1, regarding the number of supervisors.  Ernie seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.  Mike 

indicated that he has a meeting scheduled with the Burleigh County Director to discuss this aspect of the Agreement. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through June 25, 2013. 

   

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for May 2013. 

 

2.  Shannen distributed the LIHEAP Statistical Report through May 31, 2013 to the Board Members. 

 

3.  The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report through June 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

4.  The Summary of Case Activity from May 24, 2013 through June 20, 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

5.  Shannen reported to the Board Members, effective August 1, 2013, felony drug disqualifications for the SNAP and 

TANF programs have been changed from permanent to 7 years from the date of conviction. 

 

JUNE BILLS 

 

Ernie Fitterer made a motion to pay the June bills.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

carried.  

 

A motion was made by Andy Zachmeier to adjourn the meeting.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted 

in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is July 30, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   May 28, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:00 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Ernie Fitterer, Andy Zachmeier, and Ron Leingang 

                                                     

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:    

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Rose Mary Lawson. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the April 30, 2013 Board Minutes and the May 28, 2013 Agenda.  

Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

MOVING STAFF FROM BCSS 

 

 

Mike informed the Board Members the remaining 4 employees housed at Burleigh County Social Services have 

moved to Morton County Social Services. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through April 30, 

2013.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

 

1.  Mike distributed Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) report for April 2013 to the Board Members. 

 

2.  Mike distributed to the Board Members information from the Department of Human Services regarding the 

Affordable Care Act and the responsibilities of county social service offices. 

 

3.  Mike received a letter from the North Dakota Conference of Social Welfare stating a letter had been sent to the 

Mandan Convention and Visitors Bureau regarding finding a host city for the 2017 Conference.  Mike has been invited 

to attend the meeting on September 24 to discuss their proposals.   

 

4.  Discussion was held on roadside assistance for the county vehicles. 

 

5.  Mike reported on a few legislative bills and how the bills will impact county social service offices.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through May 28, 2013. 

 

   

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for April 2013. 

 

2.  Shannen distributed the LIHEAP Statistical Report through April 30, 2013 to the Board Members. 

 

3.  The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report through May 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

4.  The Summary of Case Activity from April 26, 2013 through May 23, 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

 

 

MAY BILLS 

 

Ernie Fitterer made a motion to pay the May bills.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Andy Zachmeier mentioned Morton County is looking for a more civilian led Park Board and asked the Board 

Members if they knew anyone who is interested.  If so, all the person needs to do is send a letter of intent to Dawn 

Rhone, County Auditor.  

 

A motion was made by Rose Mary Lawson to adjourn the meeting.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted 

in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is June 25, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   April 30, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:00 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Rose Mary Lawson, Ernie Fitterer and Ron Leingang 

                                                     

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Del Wetsch and Andy Zachmeier 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Rose Mary Lawson. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the March 26, 2013 Board Minutes and the April 30, 2013 Agenda.  

Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

MOVING STAFF FROM BCSS 

 

Discussion was held regarding moving the remaining four staff housed currently in Burleigh County to Morton 

County.  New construction is almost complete and plans are to move the remaining four workers on May 13
th

.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through March 31, 

2013.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  Mike distributed Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) report for March 2013 to the Board Members. 

 

2.  Medicaid Enrolled Recipients by County for March 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

3.  Patricia Olson has been hired for the Eligibility Worker I position vacated by Joy Landeis and will start May 1
st

.     

Natalie Reopelle has been hired for the Parent Aide position vacated by Jenna Lahr and will start June 1
st

.  Jodie Leier 

has been hired for the new Office Assistant III position and will start May 1
st

. 

 

4.  Mike informed the Board Members he is working with Dawn Rhone, County Auditor, regarding Roadside 

Assistance for the county vehicles.   

 

5.  Mike informed the Board Members that all agency job announcements are being forwarded to Wendy Bent to be 

added to the Morton County Website.   
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (CONT.) 

 

6.  Mike provided a Legislative update to the Board, including bills that have been signed by the Governor; bills that 

failed; and pending legislation in Conference Committees.  Regarding the passage of HB 1362, Medicaid Expansion, 

effective January 1, 2014, based on the state wide Medicaid caseload, Morton County currently has about 4% of the 

total cases.  Medicaid Expansion could translate to an additional 800-1200 Medicaid cases, plus other new cases if 

people also apply for other programs, such as SNAP, CCAP, or LIHEAP.  Mike will be monitoring this closely to 

determine how many new eligibility workers will be needed to handle the increased workload.  There is no state 

money for counties to administer these additional cases. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through April 30, 2013. 

 

2.  Bonita reported the scanning of casefiles project continues and is about halfway done.   

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for March 2013. 

 

2.  The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report through April 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

3.  The Summary of Case Activity from March 22, 2013 through April 25, 2013 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

 

 

APRIL BILLS 

 

Ron Leingang made a motion to pay the April bills.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is May 28, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Rose Mary Lawson 

                                                                                                           Vice Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   March 26, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:05 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Ernie Fitterer and Andy Zachmeier 

                                                     

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Ron Leingang 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the February 26, 2013 Board Minutes and the March 26, 2013 

Agenda.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

 

MOVING STAFF FROM BCSS 

 

Discussion was held regarding moving the remaining four staff housed currently in Burleigh County to Morton 

County, and the hiring of a new clerical position.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through February 

28, 2013.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1. Legislative updates were reported by Mike to the Board Members.  

 

2.  Mike distributed Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) report for February 2013 to the Board 

Members. 

 

3.  An Eligibility Worker I has submitted her resignation effective April 5, 2013, and her position is being advertised. 

 

4.  Mike reminded the Board Members of the Spring Showcase April 23-25, and to let Patsi know if they will be 

attending.  Rose Mary Lawson stated she would attend. 

 

5.  Andy informed the Board Members the Planning and Zoning Commission approved the special use permit to open 

daycare facilities. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through March 26, 2013. 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for February 2013. 

2.  The LIHEAP Statistical report for 2/27/13 was distributed to the Board Members. 

3.  The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report through March 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

4.  The Summary of Case Activity from February 22, 2013 through March 21, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

 

GA APPEAL 

 

An appeal of a denied General Assistance burial application was heard by the Board Members.  A motion was made 

by Andy Zachmeier to deny the appeal.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

MARCH BILLS 

 

Andy Zachmeier made a motion to pay the March bills.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is April 30, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   February 26, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:07 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Ron Leingang, Ernie Fitterer and Andy Zachmeier 

                                                     

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   none 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

The General Assistance Appeal listed on the Agenda has been rescheduled to the March 26, Board Meeting.  A 

motion was made by Rose Mary Lawson to approve the January 29, 2013 Board Minutes and the February 26, 2013 

Agenda.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.   Ron Leingang was introduced to all 

in attendance. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

 

MOVING STAFF FROM BCSS 

 

Discussion was held regarding moving the remainder of the staff in Burleigh County to Morton County and the office 

space needed.  Mike distributed bids from Fireside Office Solutions and Tobias Marman Construction for creating 2 

offices in the space provided upstairs.  A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to recommend the lower bid from Tobias 

Marman Construction to the County Commissioners.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  A motion was made by Andy Zachmeier to approve at least a half-time Office Assistant III position 

needed for the Social Work staff that will be moving to Morton County.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All 

voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2013 through January 

31, 2013.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1. Mike distributed the 2013 Spring Showcase Agenda held April 23-25 to the Board Members.  Deadline for 

attending is the next Board Meeting on March 26, 2013.  

 

2. Legislative updates were reported by Mike to the Board Members.  

 

3. Mike reported on an inquiry from the Department of Human Services Human Resources relating to the most 

recent Administrative Assistant I hiring.   
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COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through February 26, 2013. 

2.  Bonita informed the Board Members an employee who has been out on medical leave will be returning March 4, 

2013. 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for January 2013. 

2.  The LIHEAP Statistical report for 1/29/13 was distributed to the Board Members. 

3.  The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report through February 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

4.  The Summary of Case Activity from January 25, 2013 through February 21, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through February 26, 2013. 

 

 

DAYCARE REGULATIONS (SPECIAL USE PERMITS & PLANNING AND ZONING 

 

Andy Zachmeier shared with the Board Members the Commission concerns regarding Special Use Permits and 

Planning and Zoning rules for daycare centers. 

 

 

FEBRUARY BILLS 

 

Ernie Fitterer made a motion to pay the February bills.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is March 26, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:18 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 



 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   January 29, 2013 

 

TIME:  10:07 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Ernie Fitterer and Andy Zachmeier 

                                                     

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Ron Leingang 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the December 27, 2012 Board Minutes and the January 29, 2013 

Agenda.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

 

MOVING STAFF FROM BCSS 

 

Discussion was held regarding moving the remainder of the staff in Burleigh County to Morton County. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2012 through December 

31, 2012.  Mike informed the Board Members of 15 scanner software licenses that have been purchased and will 

come out of the 2012 budget. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families – TANF for December 2012 and the Human Service Center Regions was 

distributed to the Board Members. 

2.  Medicaid Enrolled Recipients by County for December 2012 was distributed to the Board Members. 

3.  Providers and Claims Paid by County for Fiscal Year 2012 was distributed to the Board Members. 

4.  Mike informed the Board Members of a press release from the ND Department of Human Services stating Shari 

Doe has been hired as the Director of CFS replacing Tara Mulhauser. 

5.  Mike informed the Board Members the SNAP Quality Review has been completed.  A report of the findings will be 

coming out and will be shared with the Board Members. 

6.  Mike has been attending some of the Legislative sessions and shared with the Board Members information 

regarding certain bills. 

7.  Morton County Guardian and Protective Services Cases for 2012 and Client services were distributed to the Board 

Members.  Discussion followed.  A motion was made by Andy Zachmeier to split the GAPS payment into 2 payments  

with half of the yearly payment to be paid now and the other half in July, requiring another report from GAPS in July.  

Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
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IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for December 2012. 

2.  The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report through January 1, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

3.  The Summary of Case Activity from December 22, 2012 through January 24, 2013 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

 

1.  Bonita informed the Board Members a new clerical worker, Bonnie Miller started employment on December 27, 

2012. 

2.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through January 29, 2013. 

3.  The scanning project was discussed with the Board Members and will be starting in the next couple of weeks. 

 

 

 

JANUARY BILLS 

 

Rose Mary Lawson made a motion to pay the January bills.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 The next Board Meeting is February 26, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 


