
 

 

 

 

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda  

 

September 8, 2016 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2
nd
 Ave NW, Mandan ND 

5:30 PM  

 

Call to order   

             Roll Call 

             Approval of Agenda 

             Approval of minutes for August 23, 2016 

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Strinden 

 

 

 

1. Linda Morris/Tax Director 

• Abatements for the boards consideration 

 

 

2. Dennis Meier/Social Service Director 

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program(SNAP) 

 

3. Karla Meikle/Morton County Extension Service 

• 4-H Proclamation for National 4-H Week. 

 

4. Michael Gunsch/Houston Engineering Inc 

• Morton County Water Board & Double Ditch Missouri River erosion concerns 

 

5. Dawn Rhone/County Auditor 

 

• Morton County Park Board Appointments 3 yr. term (Ken Geiger, Randy Graner and Jamie Wetsch) 

 

• Morton County Housing Authority Board Appointment 5 yr. term (Tim Duppong) 

 

• Morton County Weed Board Appointments 4yr. term (Kevin Schmidt and Roger Griffin) 

 

• Morton County Social Service Board Appointment 3yr term (Del Wetsch) 

 

• 2017 Budget  

 

6. Wendy Bent/Human Resource Director 

• Executive Session – Toni Snider Critical Care Leave Request 

  Citing/Confidential Record N.D.C.C. 44-04-18.1 & Discussion of Confidential Record N.D.C.C. 44-04-19.2. 

 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY. 



MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
August 23, 2016 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on August 23, 2016 at 5:30 PM by 
Chairman Schulz at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  
Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Boehm, Leingang and Strinden, Auditor Rhone, States 
Attorney Koppy and Assistant States Attorney Grosinger.   
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Boehm moved and Strinden seconded to approve bills.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Ron Manchester of the Lower Heart Water District presented the Water Board’s 2017 budget request. 
 
Emily Yanish presented the 2017 budget request for Youthworks. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to approve a funding request of $1,000 for the Morton County 4-
H Livestock Judging Team to attend the National Livestock Judging contest.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Jackie Buckley presented the 2017 Morton County Fair Board Budget.  
 
Leingang moved and Boehm seconded to appoint Doug Hille to a 2 year term and Travis Wolf to a 1 year 
term on the Morton County Road Commission.  All voting aye motion carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to approve bids of the 2nd place bidder, RTS Shearing of 
Jamestown, at $6.13 per cubic yard and the 3

rd
 place bidder, Fisher Sand & Gravel of Dickinson, at $6.35 

per cubic yard.  All voting aye motion carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to approve a contract with Fisher Sand & Gravel if they can 
mobilize immediately to Morton County. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Chairman Schulz opened the meeting up for public comment regarding the Dakota Access Pipeline 
Protest at 6:00 PM. 
 
Chairman Schulz closed the public comment period at 6:58 PM. 
 
Chairman Schulz recessed the meeting at 6:59 PM. 
 
Chairman Schulz reconvened the meeting at 7:13 PM. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to affirm the prior Commission action regarding upholding the 
termination of Nick Kraft.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 
The total of all county funds expended from August 12, 2016 through August 23, 2016, equals 
$573,810.25. 
 
 A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular 
business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Leingang moved and Boehm seconded to adjourn at 7:18 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Cody Schulz, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE:   9/8/2016 

PREPARATION DATE:  8/18/2016 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 

PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 

SUBJECT: ABATEMENT # 4876  
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  ABATEMENT FOR PARCEL 41-0091010—1990 38TH ST, MANDAN  
 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: A RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE OWNED BY THE CITY OF 
MANDAN NEAR THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT WAS ASSESSED WITH A POSSESSORY 
INTEREST TO JUSTIN J FROSETH. THE STRUCTURE HAS BEEN VACANT SINCE SEPTEMBER 
2014 AND THE VALUE OF $138,600 WOULD BE CONSIDERED EXEMPT BECAUSE THE CITY NO 
LONGER LEASES THE STRUCTURE TO MR. FROSETH. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  N/A 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  2015 NET TAX ON PARCEL 41-0091010- -$ 1,027.14  
 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  APPROVAL OF ABATEMENT 4876 AS APPLICANT, JUSTIN J FROSETH 
AND CITY OF MANDAN, ASSESSED FOR A RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE BECAME VACANT IN 
SEPTEMBER 2014 (WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TEMPORARY USE FOR MANDAN POLICE 
CHIEF). 
 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE ABATEMENT 4876 AS PRESENTED. 



DATE: 8/18/16

TO: MORTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FROM: LINDA MORRIS, MORTON COUNTY TAX DIRECTOR

RE: AUGUST 23, 2016 ABATEMENTS 

TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED REASON FOR

YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE ABATEMENT

2015 4876
EXEMPT 

PROPERTY
41-0091010 $138,600

CITY OF MANDAN/JUSTIN 

J FROSETH
$0 103 LINTON AVE MD $138,600

EXEMPT 

PROPERTY

OWNER
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: September 8, 2016 

PREPARATION DATE: 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: NDSU Extension Service 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: NA 

PRESENTER: Karla Meikle 

SUBJECT: 4-H Week Proclamation 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  To acknowledge the dedication of over 400 4-H youth and 65 leaders in Morton 

County as part of National 4-H Week October 2-8 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  NA 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Proclamation and Press Release 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  NA 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  NA 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: NA 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  NA 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: Motion to approve the Proclamation declaring October 2-8 as National 4-H Week 

2016 
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PROCLAMATION 

4-H Week 
October 2-8, 2016 

WHEREAS, since 1902, America’s 4-H program has served the youth of our nation, 

emphasizing the importance of the head, heart, hands, and health;  

WHEREAS, 4-H is the youth development program of North Dakota State University, and is 

implemented locally by Morton County Extension along with the help of 4-H volunteers, who are 

outstanding men and women in their communities; and 

WHEREAS, the 4-H pledge “Head, Heart, Hands, and Health,” exemplifies a commitment to 

learning, hard work and dedication to community service, and inspires our youth to be 

successful leaders; and 

WHEREAS, over 400 4-H members and 62 volunteers honor a tradition of youth lead, adult 

guided programming; and 

WHEREAS, young people in 4-H are nearly four times more likely to be engaged in their 

communities, two times more likely to pursue healthy behaviors, and two times more likely to 

engage in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) programs outside of school than 

their peers! 

NOW, THEREFORE, WE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MORTON 

COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA do hereby proclaim October 2-8, 2016 to be: NATIONAL 4-H 

WEEK and encourage citizens to learn more about 4-H and become involved as members, 

leaders or volunteers. 

 

 

Cody Schulz, Chairman 

Morton County Commission 

Attest 

 

Dawn Rhone, Auditor 

Morton County 



 

Morton County Water Resource District 
P.O. Box 176 

MANDAN, NORTH DAKOTA 58554 
701-663-8549 

 
 
September 7, 2016 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers     Garland Eberle, PE   
Attn: Patricia McQueary, Program Manager   North Dakota State Engineer 
1513 South 12th Street      900 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 770 
Bismarck, ND 58504      Bismarck, ND 50505-0850 
 

Re:  Double Ditch Bank Stabilization, Burleigh County North Dakota 
Corps of Engineers Application No.  NWO-2016-0543-BIS 
ND Sovereign Lands Application No.  S-2018 

 

The Morton County Water Resource District has reviewed the Public Notice for the above referenced 
project.  We agree that there is a critical need to protect the archeological and historic nature of the 
Double Ditch site.  However, the means to accomplish this, as presented in the application, raises serious 
questions and issues that must be resolved before the project should be permitted.  Many are required 
permit considerations under the COE’s Public Interest Review [33 CFR 352.3(c)(1)], as well as those 
applicable to the Sovereign Lands application.  Subsequently, we provide the following comments, 
questions, concerns and requests for additional information. 
 

1. The proposed stabilization will occur within a “regulatory floodway”. The Public Notice is silent 
on this topic and does not address this issue.  Projects are not allowed to create changes in 
conveyance that would result in any rise in water surface elevation within a designated floodway.  
Therefore, we are requesting the applicant provide the “no rise” certification that FEMA requires 
to approve projects located within a floodway.  
 

2. The North Dakota State Engineer’s current policy is that any permitted changes within the 
regulatory floodplain resulting in a rise of more than “0.1 feet” will require easements from all 
property owners affected by this increase.  The Public Notice does not address this issue, 
therefore, the applicant is requested to provide specific documentation as to the projected 
changes in water surface elevations resulting from project implementation.  
 

3. Under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) communities (i.e., cities and counties) are 
required to issue floodplain development permits for work conducted in the regulatory 
floodplain. The applicant is requested to provide information regarding their permit application to 
the Burleigh County Floodplain Coordinator and any associated information. 

 

4. Bendway Weirs are typically designed and intended to move the river away from an eroding 
bank.  These installations are often considered to be jetties, which are generally unacceptable 
given their intent to train or move the river channel.  Subsequently, these bank stabilization 
features will have an impact by effectively relocating the river channel.  As such adverse impacts 
may occur to existing sandbars and potentially to properties in Morton County.   The anticipated 
change in river geomorphology and sediment movement within the river is a concern, as these 
impacts will be permanent.  It is requested the applicant provide documentation that provides 
technical assurances and justification that no such adverse impacts will occur. 

  



 
 
Double Ditch Bank Stabilization, Burleigh County North Dakota 
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5. Bendway Weirs are typically constructed or positioned at or below the Ordinary High Water Mark 
(OHWM), and therefore have the potential to create navigational hazards for recreational 
boating.  It is requested the applicant provide information on how the upper elevation of the weirs 
may affect recreational navigation related to the depth of water over them during various river 
flows. 
 

6. Bendway Weirs can act to trap sediments, as well as change sediment movements within the 
river channel.  It is requested the applicant provide information relative to the intent and 
justification for using this methodology versus a more traditional bank line revetment.  
 

7. In the Public Notice under item “4) River Toe Protection Alternatives” it appears the more 
traditional bank line stabilization or toe protection was not considered.  Our concern is that a 
practicable alternative, which has a lesser impact on the river flow patterns, was excluded from a 
review of its effectiveness and use in this location.  The Public Notice actually states under the 
Anticipated Environmental Impacts section the following: “Revetments along the bank typically 
do not substantially change flow patterns; however, with the incorporation of bendway weirs, 
flow patterns will be changed.”  It is requested the applicant provide information and justification 
as to why the lesser impact traditional bank line alternative was either not reviewed or 
discounted from consideration. 

 

8. In addition, the Public Notice under the “Compensatory Mitigation Section - Flowage and 
Circulation Patterns” notes that their application states “…that the flow pattern changes should 
be minor and confined to the project area.”.  It is requested that the applicant provide specific 
technical documentation regarding the basis and justification for this statement, along with the 
projected impacts. 

 

9. The North Dakota State Water Commission completed a report entitled Missouri River Bank 
Erosion Garrison Dam to Lake Oahe, Project No. 576. December 1997.  It is interesting that this 
reach of the river and the bank line in question was not noted as an area of historical concern for 
significant erosion.  It does not appear as though major river bank movement or shifts in the bank 
location have occurred since this report was completed, with the exception of the southern 
failure location.  While we recognize the bank failure on the southern end, due to undercutting by 
the river channel in 2011, we request the applicate provide information and justification 
regarding the project’s extent north of the documented failure zone. 

 

10. Given length of the southern project limits, and what is identified as the north slope failure we 
again question the justification and project extension north of that point.  Subsequently, to 
document this need we request the applicant provide records regarding historic erosion patterns 
(i.e., bank loses), on this site, including the defined periods over which the losses occurred and the 
rates or changes in loss rates during the selected period of record.  It is our understanding the 
COE has a sediment station or cross section in this area that may assist in documenting erosion 
patterns.  The Missouri River mile location for the project site should also be provided on all plan 
or concept documents. 
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11. It has been noted by individuals familiar with the site, that one reason for the bank failures along 
the northern portion of the project relates to groundwater exiting the slope well above the 
waterline.  The applicant is requested to provide any geotechnical information regarding how this 
groundwater issue is being addressed as part of the larger project. 

 

Again the Morton County Water Resource District understands and concurs with the importance of 
protecting the archeological and historical values in this area.  Our primary concern is that this protection 
and preservation is accomplished without impacting other properties or public interests.  
 

Based on the information provided the Morton County Water Resource District is opposed to the 
approval of any permit for this project, as currently proposed.  In our opinion, the practicable alternatives 
have not been adequately reviewed or the impacts adequately quantified.  Therefore, we recommend 
the applicant reevaluate and fully consider a traditional stabilization method, as well as quantifying 
impacts and providing an economic and technical comparison of the bendway weir and traditional 
stabilization alternatives.  
 

In addition, the Morton County Water Resource District formally requests the Corps of Engineers to hold 
a public hearing on this application.  Our justification is that the use of bendway weirs will impact river 
flows and there are multiple landowners who could be impacted that are unaware of the project.  
Therefore, such impacts need to be quantified and the landowners and water users along this system 
informed, to provide them the ability and time to share their understanding of local conditions and 
comment directly on the application.   The North Dakota State Engineer has the authority to hold a public 
meeting, and we are requesting this meeting as well, either in conjunction with the Corps of Engineers 
Public Hearing or separate, if necessary.  Should the applicant elect to pursue a more traditional bank 
stabilization methodology, and the applicable information requested above provided for that alternative, 
we would be willing to reconsider our request for the public hearing and public meeting.  
 

Respectfully, 

 
 
Wade Bachmeier, Chairman 
Morton County Water Resource District 
 

C:  Fern Swenson, State Historical Society of North Dakota 
 Cody Schultz, Chairman Morton County Commission 
 Tim Helbling, Mayor City of Mandan 

Jim Neubauer, Mandan City Administrator 
 Alan Welte, MDU Resources Group 
 Todd Dickson, Tesoro, Mandan Refinery 

Doug Lalim, Morton County Floodplain Coordinator 
Dennis Reep, PE, Chairman Burleigh County Water Resource District 

 Gerald Heiser, Sovereign Lands Coordinator, ND State Water Commission 



 

 

 

 

September 9, 2016 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers     Garland Eberle, PE   

Attn: Patricia McQueary, Program Manager   North Dakota State Engineer 

1513 South 12
th

 Street      900 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 770 

Bismarck, ND 58504      Bismarck, ND 50505-0850 

 

Re:  
������ ����	 
��
 �������������� 
������	 ������ ����	 ��
�������� �� �������������������� ��� ����� !"� #$%�
&��� ��'������ (��)������������ ��� ��� !*

 

The Morton County Commission was recently informed by the Morton County Water Resource District 

regarding the Public Notice(s) for the above referenced project.  We agree with the need to protect the 

archeological and historic nature of the Double Ditch site, however not without an adequate review of 

alternatives and quantifying public impacts.  The proposed bank stabilization raises significant concerns 

regarding potential adverse impacts to Morton County residents, the City of Mandan, and industrial 

water supply intakes, which must be resolved before any project can be considered for permitting.  

 

Therefore, we concur with Morton County Water Resource District’s September 7
th

 letter submitted to 

the Corps of Engineers and ND State Engineer requesting additional information and project reviews.  

We request that we be informed and notified regarding further consideration of this application. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Cody Schultz 

Chairman Morton County Commission 

 

C:  Tim Helbling, Mayor City of Mandan 

Jim Neubauer, Mandan City Administrator 

 Alan Welte, MDU Resources Group 

 Todd Dickson, Tesoro, Mandan Refinery 

 Fern Swenson, State Historical Society of North Dakota 

 Doug Lalim, Morton County Floodplain Coordinator 

Wade Bachmeier, Chairman, Morton County Water Resource District 

 Dennis Reep, PE, Chairman Burleigh County Water Resource District 

 Gerald Heiser, Sovereign Lands Coordinator, ND State Water Commission 



US Army Corps 

of Engineers 

Omaha District 

  
 

    PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
  Application No:  NWO-2016-0543-BIS 
  Applicant:       State Historical Society of North Dakota 

Waterway:          Missouri River  
 Activity:      Double Ditch Bank Stabilization 
 Issue Date:      August 16, 2016 

Expiration Date: September 15, 2016 
 

30 Day Notice  
North Dakota Regulatory Office         1513 South 12th Street      Bismarck ND 58504  

NOTICE OF  
PENDING PERMIT EVALUATION 

 

Introduction. The District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha, Nebraska is 
evaluating a Department of the Army (DA) permit application from the State Historical Society of 
North Dakota for a bank stabilization project on the Missouri River north of Bismarck, North 
Dakota.  The application is being evaluated under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act [33 
USC 403] and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act [33 USC 1344, et seq.].  Section 10 regulates 
structures in, under or over navigable waters that may have an impact on navigation; Section 
404 regulates the discharge of dredged or fill material in the Nation's waters.  The Missouri 
River has been designated a navigable water under Section 10 and the proposed project will 
result in the discharge of fill material below the OHWM; therefore, the project is regulated under 
both Section 10 and Section 404. 

 PUBLIC NOTICE.  The purpose of this public notice is to inform the public; Indian Tribes; 
Federal, state and local agencies/officials; and other interested parties of a 30-day comment 
period in which written comments in conjunction with the applicant’s project may be 
submitted to the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps).  Solicitation of comments regarding 
impacts to endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental 
concerns and other public interest factors are discussed herein.  Written comments must be 
postmarked by September 15, 2016, prior to closure of the public notice administrative 
record. 

 PUBLIC HEARING. Before the expiration date of this notice, anyone may request, in writing, 
that a public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests shall specifically state 
the reason(s) for holding a public hearing.  The District Engineer shall determine whether a 
hearing is necessary to obtain additional public interest information.  If a public hearing is 
warranted, interested parties will be notified of the time, date, and location. 

 
Project Information. 
PROJECT LOCATION.  Work is proposed to occur in Sections 16 and 21, Township 140 North, 
Range 81 West, Burleigh County, North Dakota. [Center coordinates:  Lat: 46.93710° N | Long: 
-100.90230° W] 
 
PROJECT PURPOSE. The project purpose, as stated by the applicant, is “to provide a long 
term, minimal maintenance solution that stabilizes severe erosion along approximately 2,230 
feet of the east bank of the Missouri River to preserve the Double Ditch Indian Village Historic 
Site.” 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION AS PROVIDED BY THE APPLICANT.  The applicant is proposing to 
stabilize a section of the east bank of the Missouri River in order to protect the Double Ditch 
Indian Village at the top of the bank.  This bank stabilization project would be performed via the 
excavation of the upper slope to remove mass, installation of riprap at the toe of slope to protect 
against erosion and provide added mass to help with stability, installation of bendway weirs to 
guide River flow away from the toe of slope, installation of a pipe pile wall within the north slide 
area for added stability, stabilizing the lower slope by adding fill, excavating the upper portion of 
the north slide area to reduce the mass of soil at the top of the slide, reshaping the slope along 
the toe north of the north slide to prevent toppling failures, and native vegetative planting to help 
stabilize the soil.   
 
The Site is approximately 2,230 linear feet as measured along the existing bank.  The slide area 
of the Site can be divided into two areas, the south slide section is approximately 400 feet long 
and the north slide section is approximately 600 feet long.  The north toe regrading area, which 
is located north (upstream) of the north slide is approximately 1,100 feet long. 
 
The application states that 7,074 cubic yards of earth fill, 6,440 cubic yards of rock riprap and 
672 cubic yards of filter rock will be used, with 10,266 cubic yards discharged below the 
Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM).  Permanent fill would cover approximately 0.97 acre below 
the OHWM. 
 
Eleven bendway weirs spaced 200 feet apart and measuring between 64 and 80 feet long x 5 
feet high will be keyed into the bank.  They will measure 10 feet across the top and have 
sideslopes of 1.5:1.  The bank will be terraced and finished slopes will be generally 2:1. 
 
The pipe wall within the north section will be reinforced by driving two lines of 12-inch diameter, 
25 feet long steel pipes spaced three feet apart to intersect the failure surfaces.  [Since the 
north slide area is 600 feet long, it is assumed that this feature will require 400 pipes to be 
driven.]  The pipes will be driven to 25 feet below ground level to allow vegetation to grow on the 
slope above the pipes.   
 
The existing trail would be rerouted closer to the River and constructed along the terraces 
reinforced by the pipe pile wall.  Areas not protected with rock will be revegetated with a variety 
of native grasses, forbs, trees and shrubs.  Approximately 8,640 live sandbar willow/redosier 
dogwood/cottonwood live stake planting at an average density of 2.25 live stakes per square 
yard. 
 
CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE AS PROVIDED BY THE APPLICANT.   

Construction Task Construction Management 
Importance (1=high, 3=not as high) 

Protect any cultural resources, structures, 
trees, etc. 

1 

Install erosion and sediment control measures 2 

Clear, grub and stockpile and clear cultural 
resources (pre-construction surveys) 

1 

Start cutting north bench to lower driving load 2 

Start building toe 3 
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Construct riprap toe and bendway weirs  

     Inspect rock material 1 

     Initial rock placement 1 

     Continued rock placement 3 

     Top of riprap-edge of fill placement 1 

Finish toe slopes up from riprap toe 3 

Continue cutting north bench, continue grading 
slope north of slide, and build south fill from 
River toward land 

3 

Build pipe wall access road 2 

Drive piling  

     Inspect piling material 1 

     Install pipe piles 1 

Finish grading 2 

Landscape  

     Inspect plant material 1 

     Install plants and seed 2 

 
ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. 

 Wetlands and Other Waters of the United States.  No adjacent wetlands exist at the 
project site.  All work would occur in and on the bank of the Missouri River.  
Approximately 2,230 feet of bankline will be reshaped and riprapped and eleven 
bendway weirs will be installed.  Permanent fill below the OHWM is approximately 0.97 
acre. 

 Trees and Shrubs.  Few trees or shrubs exist along the riverbank. 

 Flowage and Circulation Patterns.  Placement of rock riprap along the bank-line 
generally increases the velocity of the water as it passes this type of structure.  
Revetments along the bank typically do not substantially change flow patterns; however, 
with the incorporation of bendway weirs, flow patterns will be changed.  The application 
states that the flow pattern changes should be minor and confined to the project area. 

 Cumulative Impacts.  For the past 25+ years concerns have been raised about what 
impact bank stabilization has on the ‘natural river processes’ on the Missouri River 
Garrison Reach. 

 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION.  No compensatory mitigation is proposed.  The Corps requires 
that applicants consider and use all reasonable and practical measures to avoid and minimize 
impacts to aquatic resources. If the applicant is unable to avoid or minimize all impacts, the Corps 
may require compensatory mitigation for any unavoidable impacts. 
 
ALTERNATIVES.  The Applicant provided a narrative to address alternatives.  The following in a 
summary of the alternatives considered:   
1) Off Site Alternatives:  The project is site specific, so no alternative locations were considered.  
2) No Action:  Is not acceptable because of the importance of the site.   
3) Slope Stability Alternatives: a) pipe pile wall design (proposed);  b) rock filled trench; c) jet 
grout block; and d) secant piles. 
4) River Toe Protection Alternatives: a) no action; b) locked logs or root wads; c) live crib wall; 
d) drift fence; e) grading the slope; and f) longitudinal peaked stone (proposed). 
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National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 [“NEPA”] (42 USC 4321 et seq.; Public Law 91-
190) NEPA Statement:  NEPA is the Nation’s basic charter for protection of the environment.  
NEPA is to provide decision-makers and the public full disclosure of the environmental 
consequences of taking an action so they can make informed decisions.  NEPA itself does not 
impose substantive duties mandating particular results, but prescribes the necessary process 
for preventing uninformed agency action.  At this time, the Corps anticipates completion of an 
Environmental Assessment will achieve the appropriate level of NEPA compliance for this 
project.     
 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act [“NHPA”] (54 USC 306108).  Cultural 
Resources Statement:  The Omaha District will comply with the NHPA and amendments and 
the procedures set forth in 33 CFR, Appendix C.  We will evaluate input by Indian Tribes, the 
North Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), and any interested parties in response 
to this public notice.  The Corps will initiate consultation with the State Historic Preservation 
Officer under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as appropriate.  Because 
the SHPO is the Applicant, consultation with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
(ACHP) may be required. 
 
Tribal Trust Responsibilities:  The United States has a unique legal and political relationship 
with Indian tribal governments.  A non-Federal sponsor cannot initiate Government-to-
Government consultation on the Corps behalf.  Letters were sent to sixteen Tribal Historic 
Preservation Offices in May to make them aware of an impending application.  In addition to 
providing a copy of this public notice, a follow-up letter that includes all application materials and 
an invitation to consult will be sent to each of the Tribes. 
 
Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines [“Guidelines”] (40 CFR 230 Subpart B):  These Guidelines are 
the substantive environmental criteria used in evaluating the discharges of dredged or fill 
material in waters of the United States under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and are 
applicable to all 404 permit decisions. The purpose of these Guidelines is to restore and 
maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of United States waters through the 
control of discharges of dredged or fill material.  Fundamental to the Guidelines is an 
understanding that dredge or fill material should not be discharged into such waters unless it is 
demonstrated that such discharges would not have unacceptable adverse impacts either 
individually or in combination with existing and/or probable impacts of other activities affecting 
the environment. 
 
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act [“Water Quality Certification”] (33 USC Section 1341) 
Water Quality Certification Statement:  The North Dakota Department of Health, Division of 
Water Quality, 918 East Divide Avenue, Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-1947 will review the 
proposed project for State certification in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act.   The certification, if issued, will express the State's opinion that the project will 
not result in a violation of applicable water quality standards.  Although water quality certification 
is a prerequisite for issuance of a DA permit, certification alone does not guarantee a DA permit 
will be issued for the project.  
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Endangered Species Act of 1973 [“ESA”] (16 USC 1531, et seq.)  This project is within the 
known ranges of the endangered Interior least tern (Sterna antillarum), Whooping crane (Grus 
americanis), Pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus) and Gray wolf (Canis lupus).  It is also 
within the known ranges of the threatened Piping plover (Caradrius melodus), Rufa red knot 
(Calidris canutus rufa) and Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis).  Critical habitat for 
the Piping plover exists on the Missouri River in Burleigh County. The project will have an effect 
on listed species and potentially critical habitat; therefore the Corps will initiate consultation with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, as 
appropriate. 
  
Public Interest Review [33 CFR 325.3(c)(1)]: The public interest review procedures call for 
weighing the benefits that reasonably may be expected to accrue.  These are balanced 
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments and results in reaching a determination that 
expresses the public interest.  Public interest factors include all factors which may be, or 
may become, relevant to this project, such as conservation, economics, aesthetics, general 
environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood 
hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, 
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber 
production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs 
and welfare of the people.  The decision whether to issue a permit is based on an evaluation 
of those factors and the probable impact, including cumulative impacts, and reflects the 
national concern for both the protection and utilization of important natural resources. 
 
The 404(b)(1) Guidelines and the Public Interest Review are both administrative processes 
required as part of the Regulatory Program, but they are independent of each other.  A project 
must be in compliance with the Guidelines and must not be contrary to the public interest in 
order to be permitted by the Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
Anyone whose interests may be affected by the applicant’s proposal is invited to submit 
favorable or unfavorable written comments to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers [Omaha 
District] North Dakota Regulatory Office, 1513 South 12th Street, Bismarck, North Dakota 
58504.  Comments must be submitted on or before the date on the front of this notice to be 
considered in subsequent actions on this application.  For additional information, you may 
contact Ms. Toni R. Erhardt, Project Manager by e-mail at toni.r.erhardt@usace.army.mil or Ms. 
Patricia L. McQueary, Regulatory Program Manager by e-mail at 
patricia.l.mcqueary@usace.army.mil, at telephone number (701) 255-0015, extensions 2003 or 
2001, or by visiting the North Dakota Regulatory Office. 
 
Request to Postmasters:  Please post this notice in a conspicuous place until the expiration 
date specified at the top of page one. 
 
Notice to Editors:  This notice is provided for your use in developing news stories only.  No 
payment for publication will be provided. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

mailto:toni.r.erhardt@usace.army.mil
mailto:patricia.l.mcqueary@usace.army.mil
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: September 8, 2016 

PREPARATION DATE: September 6, 2016 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Auditor 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Dawn Rhone 

PRESENTER: Dawn Rhone 

SUBJECT: 

Reappoint Morton County Park Board 

Members 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  Reappoint Ken Geiger, Randy Graner and Jamie Wetsch to the Morton County 

Park Board. 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: Ken Geiger, Randy Graner and Jamie Wetsch are currently serving the 

Morton County Park Board and have requested to be reappointed.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

STAFF IMPACT:   

 

LEGAL REVIEW:  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  I recommend the Commission reappoint Ken Geiger, Randy Graner and Jamie 

Wetsch to the Morton County Park Board for a 3 yr. term. 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: September 8, 2016 

PREPARATION DATE: September 6, 2016 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Auditor 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Dawn Rhone 

PRESENTER: Dawn Rhone 

SUBJECT: 

Reappoint Morton County Housing 

Authority Board Member 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  Reappoint Tim Duppong to the Morton County Housing Authority Board.  

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: Tim Duppong is currently serving the Morton County Housing 

Authority Board and has requested to be reappointed.  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

STAFF IMPACT:   

 

LEGAL REVIEW:  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  I recommend the Commission reappoint Tim Duppong to the Morton County 

Housing Authority Board for a 5yr term. 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: September 8, 2016 

PREPARATION DATE: September 6, 2016 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Auditor 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Dawn Rhone 

PRESENTER: Dawn Rhone 

SUBJECT: 

Reappoint Morton County Weed Board 

Member 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  Reappoint Kevin Schmidt and Roger Griffin to the Morton County Weed Board. 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: Kevin Schmidt & Roger Griffin are currently serving the Morton 

County Weed Board and has requested to be reappointed.  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

STAFF IMPACT:   

 

LEGAL REVIEW:  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  I recommend the Commission reappoint Kevin Schmidt and Roger Griffin to the 

Morton County Weed Board for a 4 yr. term. 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: September 8, 2016 

PREPARATION DATE: September 6, 2016 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Auditor 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Dawn Rhone 

PRESENTER: Dawn Rhone 

SUBJECT: 

Reappoint Morton County Social 

Service Board Member 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  Reappoint Del Wetsch to the Morton County Social Service Board.  

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: Del Wetsch is currently serving the Morton County Housing Social 

Service Board and has requested to be reappointed.  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

STAFF IMPACT:   

 

LEGAL REVIEW:  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  I recommend the Commission reappoint Del Wetsch to the Morton County 

Social Service Board for a 3yr term. 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 



Morton County Budget 2017 Estimated Total
2%raise = $1,200 per year Cash Balance estimated rev 2016 budgeted Estimated Transfer Estimated Work Budget Transfer Projected BUDGET Last Yr. Change 

                    per employee DEC. 31, 2016 less prop tax revenue less tax Revenue 2017 In Funds Avail. 2017 Out Balance 12/17 MILLS MILLS in Mills

--------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ------------------- ----------------- -----------------

    General  2,215,047 2,923,037 3,476,592 8,976,025 98,000 11,289,072 10,148,243 179,408 961,421 9.5% 44.81             52.35               (7.54)

    County Park 259,083 146,000 309,207 458,038 0 717,121 516,387 200,734 38.9% 2.31               2.50                 (0.19)

Total General 2,474,130 9,434,062 98,000 12,006,192 10,664,630 179,408 1,162,154 10.9% 47.12             54.85               (7.73)

Road and Bridge (49,984) 209,130 191,255 749,455 6,125,000 6,824,471 6,104,234 0 720,237 11.8% 4.00               0.25                 3.75

Unorganized Road 10,523 234,894 478,894 766,600 777,123 775,000 2,123 10.00             10.00               0.00

Highway Distribution (366,189) 2,619,000 3,134,525 2,619,000 2,252,811 2,200,000 52,811 -                 -                   0.00

Farm to Market 1,153,514 1,807,377 4,806,347 2,280,161 0 3,433,675 235,000 3,150,000 48,675 20.7% 3.50               3.59                 (0.09)

Weeds 266,288 52,100 77,550 111,390 0 377,678 295,338 82,340 27.9% 1.00               2.00                 (1.00)

Social Welfare 518,224 1,273,613 1,344,200 2,850,010 0 3,368,234 3,117,982 250,252 8.0% 11.67             12.96               (1.29)

County Agent 40,474 20,100 20,550 230,827 271,301 250,693 20,608 8.2% 1.56               1.70                 (0.14)

Veterans 31,261 34,000 29,900 159,625 190,886 176,666 14,220 8.0% 0.93               1.10                 (0.17)

Emergency 551,909 0 0 551,909 0 551,909 -                 -                   0.00

LEC (fund 214) 172,491 50,000 50,000 222,491 0 222,491

Property & Asset Foreiture 55,974 20,000 20,000 75,974 20,000 55,974

States Attorney Forfeiture

Inmates Betterment Fund 52,538 20,000 20,000 72,538 20,000 52,538 -                 -                   0.00

Region VII PRC 20,000 20,000

MANTF Asset Forfeiture

MANTF Operating Funds

Debt Service 48,803 5,900 5,900 54,703 0 54,703 -                 -                   0.00

Fed Hwy Bonds02 & 05 30,345 0 30,345 0 30,345 0.00

Capital Projects 201,702 95,000 95,000 296,702 200,000 96,702 -                 -                   0.00

Special Assessments 102,267 1,100 1,100 103,367 60,000 43,367 -                 0.10                 (0.10)

Landline E-911 116,633 350,000 350,000 466,633 349,405 98,000 19,228

Schlosser # 5 (fund 501) (7,209) 34,410 34,410 27,201 18,219 8,982 -                 -                   0.00

Montes Rancheros 95 33,012 33,012 33,107 33,012 95

Captains Landing Specials 1,295 19,756 19,756 21,051 18,812 2,239

Whispering Hills Specials 1,513 20,873 20,873 22,386 20,375 2,011

Entzel's # 5 (1,533) 4,968 4,968 3,435 7,826 (4,391) -                 -                   0.00

Internal Service 30,663 0 0 268,408 299,071 235,623 0 63,448 -                 -                   0.00

County Motor Pool 6,127 28,000 28,000 34,127 13,000 9,000 12,127

Berube Apt Bldg 587 196,000 196,000 196,587 115,000 80,000 1,587

Hazardous Chemicals 6,971 1,400 1,400 8,371 5,000 3,371 -                 -                   0.00

Document Preservation 125,257 40,000 40,000 165,257 46,100 119,157 -                 -                   0.00

Senior Citizens  9,706 128,565 116,011 270,400 280,106 280,000 106 1.05               1.30                 (0.25)

County Health 0 51,700 47,500 653,310 653,310 653,310 (0) 4.43               4.55                 (0.12)

County Library  5,656 45,233 44,303 204,131 209,787 209,840 (53) 2.68               2.67                 0.01

Lower Heart Water Dist. 0 26,585 36,735 191,040 191,040 191,000 40 2.64               3.12                 (0.48)

Morton County Water 0 70,879 68,075 200,441 200,441 200,441 (0) 1.78               2.34                 (0.56)

Southwest Water 0 11,300 10,250 146,381 146,381 145,719 662 1.00               1.00                 0.00

Historical Society 0 2,082 2,132 22,344 22,344 22,100 244 0.15               0.17                 (0.02)

Morton Soil District 0 16,268 21,618 93,264 93,264 93,264 0 0.57               0.58                 (0.01)

Economic Dev. 3,081 29,398 38,473 123,412 126,493 125,995 498 0% 1.33               1.16                 0.17

1.13               1.05                 

0.20               0.11                 

----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------

Totals 5,593,112 10,641,680 22,026,274 6,491,408 34,110,794 23,948,584 6,491,408 3,690,802 95.41 103.44 (8.03)

----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------

above (below) 0 mill increase 0.00

52% of revenue is taxes % increase in taxable valuation 11.4%

new growth 3.1%

2016 2015

12,194,005$  11,944,941$    
9/6/2016 2.09% increase in tax $

        Total Tax $ levied



Morton County Budget 2017 Estimated Total
1%raise = $600 per year Cash Balance estimated rev 2016 budgeted Estimated Transfer Estimated Work Budget Transfer Projected BUDGET Last Yr. Change 

                    per employee DEC. 31, 2016 less prop tax revenue less tax Revenue 2017 In Funds Avail. 2017 Out Balance 12/17 MILLS MILLS in Mills

--------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ------------------- ----------------- -----------------

    General  2,215,047 2,923,037 3,476,592 9,001,690 98,000 11,314,737 10,099,343 179,408 1,035,986 10.3% 45.00             52.35               (7.35)

    County Park 259,083 146,000 309,207 458,038 0 717,121 514,887 202,234 39.3% 2.31               2.50                 (0.19)

Total General 2,474,130 9,459,728 98,000 12,031,858 10,614,230 179,408 1,238,220 11.7% 47.31             54.85               (7.54)

Road and Bridge (49,984) 209,130 191,255 749,455 6,125,000 6,824,471 6,085,034 0 739,437 12.2% 4.00               0.25                 3.75

Unorganized Road 10,523 234,894 478,894 766,600 777,123 775,000 2,123 10.00             10.00               0.00

Highway Distribution (366,189) 2,619,000 3,134,525 2,619,000 2,252,811 2,200,000 52,811 -                 -                   0.00

Farm to Market 1,153,514 1,807,377 4,806,347 2,280,161 0 3,433,675 235,000 3,150,000 48,675 20.7% 3.50               3.59                 (0.09)

Weeds 266,288 52,100 77,550 111,390 0 377,678 294,738 82,940 28.1% 1.00               2.00                 (1.00)

Social Welfare 518,224 1,273,613 1,344,200 2,827,047 0 3,345,271 3,094,582 250,689 8.1% 11.50             12.96               (1.46)

County Agent 40,474 20,100 20,550 229,476 269,950 249,493 20,457 8.2% 1.55               1.70                 (0.15)

Veterans 31,261 34,000 29,900 158,275 189,536 175,466 14,070 8.0% 0.92               1.10                 (0.18)

Emergency 551,909 0 0 551,909 0 551,909 -                 -                   0.00

LEC (fund 214) 172,491 50,000 50,000 222,491 0 222,491

Property & Asset Foreiture 55,974 20,000 20,000 75,974 20,000 55,974

States Attorney Forfeiture

Inmates Betterment Fund 52,538 20,000 20,000 72,538 20,000 52,538 -                 -                   0.00

Region VII PRC 20,000 20,000

MANTF Asset Forfeiture

MANTF Operating Funds

Debt Service 48,803 5,900 5,900 54,703 0 54,703 -                 -                   0.00

Fed Hwy Bonds02 & 05 30,345 0 30,345 0 30,345 0.00

Capital Projects 201,702 95,000 95,000 296,702 200,000 96,702 -                 -                   0.00

Special Assessments 102,267 1,100 1,100 103,367 60,000 43,367 -                 0.10                 (0.10)

Landline E-911 116,633 350,000 350,000 466,633 349,405 98,000 19,228

Schlosser # 5 (fund 501) (7,209) 34,410 34,410 27,201 18,219 8,982 -                 -                   0.00

Montes Rancheros 95 33,012 33,012 33,107 33,012 95

Captains Landing Specials 1,295 19,756 19,756 21,051 18,812 2,239

Whispering Hills Specials 1,513 20,873 20,873 22,386 20,375 2,011

Entzel's # 5 (1,533) 4,968 4,968 3,435 7,826 (4,391) -                 -                   0.00

Internal Service 30,663 0 0 268,408 299,071 235,623 0 63,448 -                 -                   0.00

County Motor Pool 6,127 28,000 28,000 34,127 13,000 9,000 12,127

Berube Apt Bldg 587 196,000 196,000 196,587 115,000 80,000 1,587

Hazardous Chemicals 6,971 1,400 1,400 8,371 5,000 3,371 -                 -                   0.00

Document Preservation 125,257 40,000 40,000 165,257 46,100 119,157 -                 -                   0.00

Senior Citizens  9,706 128,565 116,011 270,400 280,106 280,000 106 1.05               1.30                 (0.25)

County Health 0 51,700 47,500 653,310 653,310 653,310 (0) 4.43               4.55                 (0.12)

County Library  5,656 45,233 44,303 204,131 209,787 209,840 (53) 2.68               2.67                 0.01

Lower Heart Water Dist. 0 26,585 36,735 191,040 191,040 191,000 40 2.64               3.12                 (0.48)

Morton County Water 0 70,879 68,075 200,441 200,441 200,441 (0) 1.78               2.34                 (0.56)

Southwest Water 0 11,300 10,250 146,381 146,381 145,719 662 1.00               1.00                 0.00

Historical Society 0 2,082 2,132 22,344 22,344 22,100 244 0.15               0.17                 (0.02)

Morton Soil District 0 16,268 21,618 93,264 93,264 93,264 0 0.57               0.58                 (0.01)

Economic Dev. 3,081 29,398 38,473 123,412 126,493 125,995 498 0% 1.33               1.16                 0.17

1.13               1.05                 

0.20               0.11                 

----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------

Totals 5,593,112 10,641,680 22,026,274 6,491,408 34,110,794 23,852,584 6,491,408 3,786,802 95.41 103.44 (8.03)

----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------

above (below) 0 mill increase 0.00

52% of revenue is taxes % increase in taxable valuation 11.4%

new growth 3.1%

2016 2015

12,194,005$  11,944,941$    
9/6/2016 2.09% increase in tax $

        Total Tax $ levied
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