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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA   BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
COUNTY OF MORTON     CODY SCHULZ, CHAIRMAN 
 

CONTRACT FO R INDEPENDENT COUNTY BUILDING INSPECTOR  
 

RECITALS  
 

1) WHEREAS, Morton County, North Dakota, a political subdivision of the State of 

North Dakota, pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution of North Dakota and Title 11 of the 

North Dakota Century Code, and through its County Auditor and Director of Tax Equalization, 

as required by law, has and will continue to have, the duty to enforce Chapter 11-33 N.D.C.C. 

entitled COUNTY ZONING , and 

2) WHEREAS, Morton County has determined the need and advisability to employ the 

expertise regarding the inspection of such properties as may be submitted to Morton County by 

the owner(s) and builder(s) of those properties; and 

3) WHEREAS, it has been made to appear to the Morton County Board of 

Commissioners, by information and negotiation, that Thomas F. [Tom] Liebel, of Mandan, North 

Dakota, possesses the expertise of several years of experience regarding building inspection as 

well as the necessary scientific and technical knowledge in the field; and 

4) WHEREAS, it has been made to appear to the Morton County Board of 

Commissioners, to be advantageous to Morton County to engage Thomas [Tom] Liebel, as an 

independent contractor, for the purpose of performing building inspections under Chapter 11-33 

N.D.C.C. [County Zoning]; 

IT SHALL THEREFORE BE THE EXPRESS AGREEMENT BETWEEN  Morton 

County, through its board of county commissioners (Morton County), and Thomas F. [Tom] 

Liebel, of Mandan, North Dakota, as follows: 

THE AGREEMENT  

As an independent contractor with Morton County, Thomas F. [Tom] Liebel will be 

responsible for the inspection the use of the standard International Building Code (IBC) and other 

Morton County addendums or guidelines of Residential, Commercial, Agricultural, and Industrial 
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types of building foundations, structures, and fixtures.  Payment for those specified building 

inspection services shall be as follows: 

1) A base contract fee of $3,500.00 shall be paid to Thomas F. [Tom] Liebel, as follows:  

$875.00 quarterly payments shall be made by Morton County to Tom Liebel beginning 

January 2012.  It is the agreement of the parties that the $3,500.00 base fee shall be 

divided evenly into four $875.00 quarterly payments in each year of the contract. 

2)  The contract amount of payment for services rendered shall be $60.00 per hour, which 

shall be above and beyond the base contract fee. 

3) Mileage to perform the necessary building inspection services under the contract shall 

be at the North Dakota state mileage rate.  Tom �s personal vehicle shall be used when 

travelling to and from the building inspection sites and for review of properties pursuant to 

the contract.  Tom agrees to maintain liability insurance on his personal vehicle as required 

by Ch. 39-16 N.D.C.C. 

4) If Mr. Tom Liebel is unable to provide an inspection on a structure or foundation 

which is beyond his expertise, prior approval  from the Morton County Commission will 

be required for any additional expenses that may be required. Expense may include but not 

limited to additional education or travel for Mr. Liebel to make a qualified inspection. 

MONTHLY REPORTING  

As an independent contractor, Thomas F. [Tom] Liebel agrees to submit to the Morton 

County Auditor, a detailed, itemized monthly statement as to the hours and mileage spent 

conducting building inspections under the contract for Morton County. The duty of issuing 

building permits and the like, shall continue to be done by Morton County. 

As an independent contractor, Tom Liebel shall, in his monthly itemization report of his 

activity, include information indicating the specific properties that have been inspected and which 

building permits are be issued by the County. 

   DUTY TO MAINTAIN INSURANCE  

As an independent contractor, Tom Liebel agrees to maintain an umbrella policy of 

general liability insurance concerning any errors or omissions he may commit under the contract. 
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   CONTRACT RENEWAL PROVISION  

The parties agree that the contract may be renewed on an annual basis as to any increases 

or decreases in the cost of services and payment therefore, by Morton County and Tom Liebel. 

  CONTRACT TERMINATION PROVISION  

The parties further agree that this independent contract for building inspection services 

may be terminated by either party giving the other party thirty (30) days advance notice of their 

intent to terminate the agreement. 

 

 

By order of the Morton County Board of Commissioners this           day of _________ 2017. 

FOR MORTON COUNTY: 
 
______________________________ 
Cody Schulz, Chairman 
Board of County Commissioners 
Morton County, North Dakota 
 
FOR THE INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR: 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas F. [Tom] Liebel 
2388 37th Street 
Mandan, North Dakota 58554 
 
ATTESTING: 
 
______________________________ 
Dawn R. Rhone, County Auditor 
Morton County, North Dakota 
210 2nd Avenue NW 
Mandan, North Dakota 585554 
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