Morton County Park Board Meeting Agenda

November 25, 2025

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse
210 2" Ave NW, Mandan ND

4:00 PM

Call to order
Roll Call
Approval of Agenda
Approval of minutes of previous meetings (October 28, 2025)
Approve monthly bills & payroll

1. Proposed Ordinance / Policy Amendment: Campground Use and Residency
Prohibition

2. Proposed No Overnight Camping for Season — Graner Park & Harmon Lake
3. 2026 Park Board Meeting Schedule
4. Park Updates

5. Public Comment

Adjourn

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY



MORTON COUNTY REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING
October 28, 2025

The Morton County Park Board Meeting was called to order on October 28, 2025 at 4:00 PM by Chair
Wetsch. Also present were Members Boehm, Geiger, Himmelspach and Morrell. Also present was Park
Director Schnabel and Auditor Rhone. Absent was Kist and Graner.

Morrell moved and Himmelspach seconded to approve the agenda. All voting aye, motion carried.

Geiger moved and Boehm seconded to approve the minutes of the August 26, 2025 meeting. All voting
aye, motion carried.

Morrell moved and Geiger seconded to approve the bills and payroll. All voting aye, motion carried.
Morrell moved and Himmelspach seconded to approve the application for a wedding on August 22,
2026 at Harmon Lake Park with the following condition that MC Park Director receives confirmation
from the applicant that they adherence to laws, clean up garbage, clarify if they have alcohol and

compliance w/campground host. All voting aye, motion carried.

Public Comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1 was opened at 4:45PM. There was no public
comments and comment period was closed at 4:45PM.

Morrell moved and Boehm seconded to adjourn at 4:46 PM. All voting aye, motion carried.



Morton County Parks Department

Proposed Ordinance / Policy Amendment: Campground Use
and Residency Prohibition

Section 1. Purpose and Intent

The purpose of this regulation is to preserve the recreational character and public accessibility of
Morton County’s parks and campgrounds. These areas are maintained for temporary, recreational use
only, not as residential dwellings or places of long-term habitation. To protect public resources and
ensure equitable access, camping durations are limited, and the use of county park property as a home
base or residence is prohibited.

Section 2. Duration of Stay

1. Time Limit.
Camping within any Morton County—owned or managed park, campground, or recreation area
is limited to a maximum of 14 nights within any rolling 30-day period, regardless of location or
campsite, excluding only the designated sites at Fort Rice Campground for long term stay.

2. Rolling Period Defined.
The 30-day period shall be calculated on a rolling basis, beginning with the first night of
occupancy. Exceeding 14 nights within that period constitutes a violation of this regulation.

3. County-Wide Enforcement.
Moving between campsites, loops, or other Morton County parks does not restart or reset the
occupancy period. The Parks Department may track camping stays across all county-managed
facilities to ensure compliance.

4. Vacate Period.
After reaching the 14-night limit, campers must vacate all Morton County park properties for at
least 14 consecutive days before returning.

Section 3. Prohibition on Residential Use

1. General Prohibition.
Morton County campgrounds are intended for short-term, recreational camping only. The use
of any county park or campground as a place of residence, domicile, or long-term habitation is
strictly prohibited.

2. Indicators of Residential Use.
Evidence that a person is using a county park as a place of residence includes, but is not limited
to:



o Continuous or repeated camping beyond the permitted time limits, whether by rotating
between sites or between county parks;
o Storage or accumulation of non-recreational items, household goods, or excessive
personal property suggesting long-term occupation;
o Presence of unattended trailers, vehicles, or camping equipment for extended periods
when the registered camper is not present;
o Alteration or modification of park property, including skirting campers, constructing
decks, erecting shelters, or running continuous unauthorized utilities;
o Routine commuting, habitual presence, or statements indicating the park is being used
as the individual’s home or base of operations.
3. Presumption of Violation.
Any combination of the above indicators, when reasonably determined by park personnel or law
enforcement, shall constitute presumptive evidence of residential use.
4. Consequences.
Individuals determined to be using county park property as a place of residence, or who attempt
to evade time limits through brief absences or site transfers, shall be subject to:
o Immediate removal from the park;
o Revocation of camping privileges; and/or
o A ban from all Morton County parks for a period determined by the Park Board on a
case-by-case basis.

Section 4. Enforcement Authority

1. This regulation is enacted under authority of North Dakota Century Code §§ 11-28-06 and 11-
28-07, granting the county power to manage, regulate, and protect park property.

2. Violations of this policy may constitute criminal trespass under N.D.C.C. § 12.1-22-03, and may
be referred to the Morton County Sheriff’s Office for enforcement.

3. The Parks Director or authorized designee is empowered to issue written notices, direct
removal of persons or property, and coordinate enforcement with law enforcement agencies.

Section 5. Severability

If any section or provision of this ordinance is held invalid, the remaining portions shall remain in full
force and effect.

Section 6. Effective Date

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force following approval by the Morton County Board of
Commissioners and publication according to law.



