
   

   

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda    

   

March 26, 2019  

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    

5:30 PM      

   

  Call to order         

             Roll Call   

             Approval of Agenda   

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Schulz 

 

1. Tammy Ibach/North Dakotan’s for Comprehensive Energy Solutions 

 Update on wind energy 

 

2. John Saiki/MC Engineer 

 Resolution to Award Contract for Almont Bridge 

 

3. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 

 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   



MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 

March 14, 2019 

 

The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on March 14, 2019 

at 5:30 PM by Chairman Strinden at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 

Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Schulz, Zachmeier and Buckley, 

Auditor Rhone, States Attorney Koppy and Assistant States Attorney Grosinger.  Absent was 

Commissioner Leingang. 

 

Buckley moved and Schulz seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to approve the minutes of the February 26 and March 

5, 2019 meetings.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to approve bills and payroll with the exception of some 

vouchers that were pulled and sent back to County Extension and Supt of Schools for further 

documentation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatements #5241. All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to approve abatements #5242 & 5243. All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

 

Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve abatement #5244 & 5245. All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatement #5246. All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatements #5247 & 5250. All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatement #5248. All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatement #5249.  All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Buckley moved and Schulz seconded to approve abatement #5251.  All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Buckley moved and Schulz seconded to approve the final plat of a short-form subdivision 

known as Friesz Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) to Residential 

(R) on approx. 10 acres in the SW ¼ of Section 22, Township 140N, Range 85W. All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to approve the final plat of a short-form subdivision 

known as Jonathan subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Commercial (C) to 



Residential (R) on approx. 1.52 acres in the NE ¼ of Section 18, Township 139N, Range 86W as 

the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land 

Use Code and to the land use priorities established in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan.  All voting 

aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to approve a variance to allow the construction of an 

approximately 30’ X 50’ shop with living quarters on Auditor’s Lot F of NE ¼ of Section 14, 

Township 138N, Range 81W, as the geography of the lot makes strict compliance with the Land 

Use Code unreasonable and uniquely burdensome to the applicant.  All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to approve the 2018 Budget Amendments as presented by 

Auditor Rhone.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to approve the liquor license application for Patrick 

Dedeo, dba The Wet Spot.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

The total of all county funds expended from February 27, 2019 through March 14, 2019, equals 

$14,395,927.80. 

  

A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during 

regular business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to adjourn at 6:08 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Bruce Strinden, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 

 

Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  
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Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
 

 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
MEETING DATE: March 26, 2019 
PREPARATION DATE: March 21, 2019 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Highway Department 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: John Saiki 
PRESENTER: John Saiki 

SUBJECT: 

 
Resolution to Award Contract for Almont Bridge, 
BRC-CNOC-3027(054)  

 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   Adopt Resolution Awarding Contract for Almont Bridge to Swingen 

Construction, Grand Forks, ND   
 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:    On March 8, 2019, NDDOT received bids for the construction of the 
Almont Bridge. There were three bidders, Swingen Construction, 
Industrial Builders, Inc. and Wanzek Construction, all accomplished 
bridge builders.  The Engineers Estimate was $ 1,784,311.94.  The 
apparent low bid is Swingen construction with a bid of $ 
1,981,649.10.  All bids are considered responsive and balanced. The 
bids compared favorably with the estimate except for 
excavation/foundation prep which may have been due to the amount 
of snow in watershed and the possibility of encountering rock.  The 
aggregate, paving items and concrete were higher than estimated 
and can be attributed to the relatively long haul distance.  The piling 
items were bid higher than estimate which may be based in 
increased steel prices, which we have seen in metal pipe prices as 
well as equipment.  
The low bid can be accepted and a contract awarded or all bids can 
be rejected and the project rebid at a future time.  I recommend 
awarding the contract.  The items that are over the estimate involve 
factors that won’t change significantly, haul distances, raw material 
prices.  If we reject the bids and rebid, there is no guarantee that 
prices will be lower.  Inflation, rising fuel costs and contractor work 
load could cause future bids to be higher than this low bid.    

 
ATTACHMENTS:            Abstract of Bids Received and a copy of the Resolution. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Federal Funding requires a 20% match by Morton County.  Based on 

the Engineers Estimate the County’s obligation would be $ 
356,862.39.  Based on the low bid, the obligation is $ 396,329.82 an 
increase of $ 39,467.43.  A portion of the increase, $ 19,965.40 will 
be offset by applying the funds allocated to Morton County in House 
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Bill 1176.  The actual increased obligation due to the higher low bid 
will be $ 19,502.03.  

 
STAFF IMPACT:          Minimal   
 
LEGAL REVIEW:          None 
 
RECOMMENDATION Adopt the Resolution to Award to Swingen Construction the contract 

for the project and reimburse the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation for any payment made under this contract, which are 
not collectible from the Federal Highway Administration.   

 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Adopt the Resolution to Award, to Swingen Construction of Grand 

Forks, ND, the contract for the construction of the Almont Bridge.  












