
 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   July 29, 2014 

 

TIME:  10:03 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Andy Zachmeier, and Ernie Fitterer 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Ron Leingang 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the June 24, 2014 Board Minutes and the July 29, 2014 Agenda.  

Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2014 through June 30, 

2014.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  Mike discussed with the Board Members a memo he received from Tracy Miller of DHS Children and Family 

Services regarding the total family preservation appropriation amounts for July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2014.  

2.  Mike distributed the SNAP County Director’s Meeting notes from July 10, 2014 and SNAP FY 2013 Error Rates, 

Liabilities and Bonus Payments to the Board Members.  

3.  Mike informed the Board Members of staff changes.  Patsi Seerup is the new clerical supervisor.  Janeen Schmitz 

and Brittany Slack are starting August 1, 2014 to fill the two Office Assistance III positions. 

4.  All Staff Meeting is August 27, 2014 from 8:30 a.m. to Noon.  Becky McConnachie will be presenting Mental Health 

101 and Kate Brovold will be presenting Conflict and Aggressive Clients.  Both are from West Central Human Service 

Center.  Board Members are welcome to attend. 

5.  Mike distributed Child Welfare Case Assignments as of July 1, 2014 to the Board Members. 

6.  David Conrad, L.C.S.W., Senior Instructor, Department of Pediatrics, University of Colorado, is the coordinator of 

the Secondary Trauma Prevention Project, which provides training to child welfare staff.  Mike is moving forward to 

provide this training to all agency child welfare staff beginning this fall.  This is grant funded and there is no cost for 

the training. 

7.  Mike distributed to the Board Members a listing of tasks the eligibility workers must perform manually with the 

Medicaid Expansion cases and explained the time required to process these applications and work changes. 

8.  A bill was received from HealthEast Care System for a child in Morton County custody for non-emergency 

transportation to St. Paul.  Mike asked the facility to become a Medicaid Provider for ND in order to receive payment, 

but they refused.   A motion was made by Andy Zachmeier to deny payment of this bill by Morton County.  Rose 

Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

9.  Mike distributed to the Board a memorandum dated July 2, 2014 from Julie Schwab, Director of Medical Services, 

relating to reenrollment as a Qualified Service provider and Medicaid provider.  Discussion followed.  It will be further 

discussed at the next Board Meeting in August.   
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT cont. 

 

10.  SFY 2013 Expenditures and Reimbursement Report Highlights was distributed to the Board Members.   

11.  Mike distributed the proposed 2015 budget to the Board Members.  Discussion followed.  A motion was made by 

Ernie Fitterer to approve the Proposed 2015 Budget.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  The budget will be discussed at the next Board Meeting in August. 

12.  Mike distributed the revised Organizational Chart to the Board Members. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through July 29, 2014. 

 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for June 2014. 

2.  The Summary of Case Activity from June 20, 2014 through July 24, 2014 was distributed to the Board Members. 

3. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report as of July 1, 2014 was distributed to the Board Members. 

4.  The LIHEAP Statistical Report for FY2014 as of June 24, 2014 was distributed to the Board Members. 

5.  Shannen distributed Child Care Assistance Grants Report for June 2014 to the Board Members. 

6.  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families – TANF program statistics for June 2014 were distributed to the Board 

Members. 

7.  Preliminary Data on JOBS Program Participation by County – Statewide for May 2014 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

8.  Erynn Schneider and Patricia Olson, Eligibility Workers, gave a report on the Foster Care and Subsidized Adoption 

Programs. 

 

 

JULY BILLS 

 

Rose Mary Lawson made a motion to pay the July bills.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is Tuesday, August 26, 2014, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 


