
 

 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   June 24, 2014 

 

TIME:  10:08 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Andy Zachmeier, Ernie Fitterer, and Ron Leingang 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:    

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the May 29, 2014 Board Minutes and the June 24, 2014 Agenda.  

Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

 

MULTI-COUNTY CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES CONTRACT 

 

Morton County Social Services was considering adding 3 counties for Child Protection assessments but Mike reported 

to the Board Members that Burleigh County will resume doing the assessments for the 3 counties through December 

31, 2014, and it will be re-evaluated at that time. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE REGION VII PARENTING RESOURCE CENTER 

 

Kathleen Schmaltz presented the Board Members with information regarding parenting classes.  Her position has 

been cut to 4/5 time due to funding and parenting classes might be eliminated.  Discussion was held regarding 

funding and how to continue the classes.  Jackie Buckley was in attendance and addressed Board questions 

concerning program funding.     

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through June 24, 2014. 

 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for May 2014. 

2.  The Summary of Case Activity from May 23, 2014 through June 19, 2014 was distributed to the Board Members. 

3. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report as of June 1, 2014 was distributed to the Board Members. 

4.  The LIHEAP Statistical Report for FY2014 as of May 28, 2014 was distributed to the Board Members. 

5.  Shannen distributed Child Care Assistance Grants Report for May 2014 to the Board Members. 

6.  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families – TANF program statistics for April 2014 were distributed to the Board 

Members. 
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IMU REPORT cont. 

 

7.  Deb Weigel, Eligibility Worker I, reviewed the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) with the 

Board Members. 

 

 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2014 through May 31, 

2014.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  Mike has asked Morton County Auditor, Dawn Rhone, to consider renaming Account 6499 Office Equipment, 

which was previously named Miscellaneous, to Client Aid.  Discussion followed regarding costs of services relating to 

children under care, custody, and control of Morton County. 

2.  Mike informed the Board Members of staff changes.  Brittany Slack has been hired as an Office Assistant III and 

will begin employment August 1
st

.  Bonnie Miller, Administrative Assistant I, resigned June 9
th

 and the position is 

being advertised pending reclassification to Office Assistant III.  The job opening was also forwarded to Wendy Bent, 

Human Resources Director.  Shari Snider has been hired to fill the open Eligibility Worker I position.  She will start July 

7
th

.  Jess Wertz has been hired as an emergency Social Worker III to fill in while Jen Duletski is out on leave for 12 

weeks.  She will start July 1
st

.  Natalie Anderson, a Burleigh County employee, is the new supervisor for the Child 

Welfare Case Managers, and she will be located at Morton County two weeks per month. 

3.  Mike distributed Child Abuse/Neglect, Case Management, and Parent Aide caseloads as of June 1, 2014 to the 

Board Members. 

4.  Mike distributed FYI from ND Medicaid regarding cooling assistance availability through LIHEAP to persons with 

certain medical conditions. 

5.  Mike addressed the need for additional office space to meet staff needs.  Discussion followed. 

 

 

JUNE BILLS 

 

Ron Leingang made a motion to pay the June bills.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is Tuesday, July 29, 2014, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 


