MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES
DATE: April 28,2015
TIME: 10:13 a.m.
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Del Wetsch, Ron Leingang, Andy Zachmeier, Ernie Fitterer, and Rose Mary Lawson
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
OTHERS PRESENT: Mike Bartholomew, Patsi Seerup

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the
March 31, 2015 Board Meeting Minutes and April 28, 2015 Agenda. Andy Zachmeier requested the Agenda be
changed to include discussion of the Bis-Man Transit/CAT Bus voucher system. Rose Mary Lawson seconded the
motion. All voted in favor. Motion approved.

A motion was made by Ron Leingang to pay the April bills. Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:
Bis-Man Transit/CAT Bus Voucher System

Andy Zachmeier informed the Board Members of a new voucher created for clients approved to use the CAT bus and
Transit. The company will then bill the county which can be paid by credit card.

NEW BUSINESS:
BUDGET REVIEW

Mike distributed the Expenditure Guideline for March 2015 to the Board Members. Discussion followed.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

1. The Department of Human Services has received federal SNAP bonus money and is allowing counties to purchase
computers and scanners for lobby areas through the DHS cost allocation plan. Mike informed the Board Members
that we do not plan to purchase a computer and scanner for our lobby due to limited space and confidentiality
issues.

2. The SNAP payment accuracy rate for ND for FFY2014 is 98.27%. The national average is 96.34%. The negative
error rate is 11%, which is an improvement from 15.54% during FFY2013. The timeliness rate for processing
applications is 97.12%. For FFY2013 it was 97.24%

3. The Spring Showcase is June 2-4, 2015 at the Radisson Inn, Bismarck. Rose Mary Lawson and Ron Leingang
expressed interest in going. Please let Patsi know if you would like to attend.

4. The West River Conference of Social Welfare is June 11 & 12, 2015 in Medora. Please let Patsi know if you are
interested in attending.

5. Mike informed the Board Members Becka Heidrich has been hired as the half time Parent Aide. She is located
upstairs with the Foster Care/In-Home Case Managers. Plans are to move the full time Parent Aide, Kristi Lorinser,
upstairs as well. The last day for our MSW student intern, Jess Wurtz, is April 28". The full time Social Worker III
Case Manager position is being advertised internally. We will have a Junior Social Work intern form University of
Mary this summer in the Adult Services Unit and a Senior MSW intern from UND this fall in the Child Welfare Unit.
6. Child Welfare Social Workers have inquired about parenting classes through the County Extension Office. Human
Resources reports that Extension Office staff continues to interview applicants for this half time position.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (cont.)
7. Mike will be meeting with Sheriff Kirchmeier and Captain Woodall to discuss Courthouse Security.
Discussion followed.
8. Mike has a meeting with Emergency Management for evaluation of the functional exercise conducted in March.
9. There will be a Foster Care Eligibility Review May 18-22, 2015, with seven case files being reviewed. There will
also be a Home and Community Based Services desk audit this year with six cases being reviewed by the state office.
10. Bonita will be attending the PRIDE Mutual Family Assessment training in Grand Forks June 16-18, 2015, with
costs reimbursed by DHS Children and Family Services. This training has been adopted by the state as a model of
practice and will assist in the foster home licensing process.
11. Random drug testing was conducted last week and 8 Social Service employees were selected.
12. Mike distributed the DHS County Expenditures for Human Service Programs and Potential Mill Reduction to the
Board Members relating to Senate Bill 2206.

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT

1. Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count for Adult Services, Foster Homes, Child Care
Providers, Children’s Special Health Services, and Health Tracks through April 28, 2015.

IMU REPORT

1. Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for March 2015.

2. The Summary of Case Activity from March 27, 2015 through April 24, 2015 was distributed to the Board Members.
3. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report as of April 1, 2015 was distributed to the Board Members.
4. Shannen distributed the Child Care Assistance Grants Report for March 2015 to the Board Members.

5. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program statistics for March 2015 were distributed to the Board
Members.

CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES REPORT

Dennis distributed the Child Protection Report from April 1, 2014 to present and the Monthly Child Protection
Assessments from June 1, 2014 to present.

FOSTER CARE/IN-HOME REPORT

Natalie distributed to the Board Members the Foster Care/In Home Case Managers and Parent Aide Caseloads from
September 1, 2014 to present, the Foster Care/In Home Caseloads from April 1, 2014 to present, and the Family
Team Decision Making Report from July 1, 2014 to present.

Ernie Fitterer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ron Leingang seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
Motion carried.

The next Board Meeting is Tuesday, May 26, 2015, at 10:00 a.m.
Meeting adjourned at 11:40 p.m.
Del Wetsch
Chairperson

Patsi Seerup
Recorder



