MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES
DATE: March 31, 2015
TIME: 10:25 a.m.
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Del Wetsch, Ron Leingang, Ernie Fitterer, and Rose Mary Lawson
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Andy Zachmeier
OTHERS PRESENT: Mike Bartholomew, Patsi Seerup
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to approve the
March 12, 2015 Board Meeting Minutes and March 31, 2015 Agenda. Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion. All
voted in favor. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Ron Leingang to pay the March bills. Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

None.

NEW BUSINESS:
COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT

1. Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count for Adult Services, Foster Homes, Child Care
Providers, Children’s Special Health Services, and Health Tracks through March 31, 2015.

IMU REPORT

1. Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for February 2015.

2. The Summary of Case Activity from February 23, 2015 through March 26, 2015 was distributed to the Board
Members.

3. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report as of March 1, 2015 was distributed to the Board
Members.

4. Shannen distributed the Child Care Assistance Grants Report for February 2015 to the Board Members.

5. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program statistics for February 2015 were distributed to the Board
Members.

FOSTER CARE/IN-HOME REPORT

Natalie distributed to the Board Members the Family Team Decision Making Report and Foster Care/In-Home Case
Manager and Parent Aide caseloads from September 1, 2014 to present. Discussion followed.

CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES REPORT

Mike distributed the Child Protection Report from June 1, 2014 through February 28, 2015 and Morton County Child
Protection Assessments/Caseloads Report for March 2015.
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BUDGET REVIEW

Mike distributed the Expenditure Guideline for February 2015 to the Board Members. Discussion followed.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

1. The internship for Jess Wurtz ends April 28, 2015. The job description questionnaire has been completed and will
be advertised with the position starting May 1, 2015. A Junior Social Work intern from the University of Mary will be
placed this summer In the Adult Services Unit. The student placement will be for 150 hours and primarily job
shadowing.

2. UND has contacted Mike regarding an Masters level Social Work intern placement in the Child Welfare Unit this
fall, serving 500 hours. A decision has not been made yet. According to the UND agreement, the student intern
would need their own office, computer, desk and telephone. After discussion, the Board Members were agreeable
that Mike would make a final decision after consulting with Dennis and Natalie regarding office resources available.
3. The half-time Parent Aide position has been advertised and interviews will be conducted this week.

4. The annual Non-Discrimination Policy in Services and Employment will be placed in the upcoming Mandan News.
This is a federal requirement of the Food and Nutrition Service.

5. Mike has been working on updating the Job Description Questionnaires for all positions within the agency. This is
a requirement of DHS Human Resources. The updated job duties and tasks will be included in the new annual staff
Performance Evaluations.

6. We have recently received Ergonomic Assessment reports from NDACo on ten employees. Mike stated he will
work within the 2015 budget to purchase recommended office equipment.

7. The news media is reporting that Child Care workers are joining in with fast food employees in the “Fight for $15”
crusade to increase wages. Child care centers in our area report they have a difficult time competing with retail
stores for employees.

8. Mike participated in Emergency Management functional exercise March 25, 2015 that involved a tornado in
Mandan. Our department, along with the American Red Cross, is responsible to coordinate volunteers and meet
shelter needs. Discussion followed.

9. Mike apologized to Board Members for not sharing information with them in August 2014, relating to the Inter-
County Agreement.

Ernie Fitterer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Rose Mary Lawson seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
Motion carried.

The next Board Meeting is Tuesday, April 28, 2015, at 10:00 a.m.
Meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
Del Wetsch
Chairperson

Patsi Seerup
Recorder



