
 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:   February 24, 2015 

 

TIME:  10:03 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Del Wetsch, Ron Leingang, Andy Zachmeier, Ernie Fitterer, and Rose Mary Lawson 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:    

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew, Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch.  A motion was made by Andy Zachmeier to approve the 

January 27, 2015 Board Meeting Minutes and February 24, 2015 Agenda.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All 

voted in favor.  Motion approved. 

  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 

DIRECTOR’S EVALUATION 

 

Wendy Bent, HR Director, came to the meeting and distributed the director’s 2014 evaluation to the Board Members 

and Mike.  Discussion followed. 

 

IMU STAFFING 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members overtime hours worked and vacation time and compensatory time taken by 

Eligibility Workers in January and February 2015.  Discussion followed.   A motion was made by Andy Zachmeier to 

deny the request for an additional eligibility worker.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

 

BURLEIGH COUNTY PROGRAM & STAFF SUPERVISION COSTS 

 

Mike distributed information to the Board Members regarding the fourth quarter supervision billing from Burleigh 

County.  Discussion followed.  Andy Zachmeier made a motion to delay action on payment of the Burleigh County 

Social Service Supervision bill for the period October through December 2014 until further information can be 

compiled.  Further discussion will be held at the March 31st Board Meeting.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All 

voted in favor.  Motion followed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Mike distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count for Adult Services, Foster Homes, Child Care 

Providers, Children’s Special Health Services, and Health Tracks through February 24, 2015. 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for January 2015. 

2.  The Summary of Case Activity from January 23, 2015 through February 20, 2015 was distributed to the Board 

Members. 

3. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report as of February 1, 2015 was distributed to the Board 

Members.                                      

 



 

IMU REPORT cont. 

 

4.  Shannen distributed the Child Care Assistance Grants Report for January 2015 to the Board Members. 

5.  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program statistics for January 2015 were distributed to the Board 

Members. 

 

FOSTER CARE/IN-HOME REPORT 

 

Dennis distributed to the Board Members the Foster Care/In-Home Case Manager caseloads from September 1, 2014 

to present. 

 

CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES REPORT 

 

Dennis distributed the Child Protection Report from February 1, 2014 through present and Morton County Child 

Protection Assessments/Caseloads Report from June, 1 2014 through January 31, 2015.   

 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed the Expenditure Guideline for January 2015 to the Board Members.  Discussion followed. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1.  Mike has been contacted by Roger Johnson at UND asking if Morton County would consider hosting a Master’s 

level Social work student Intern August through December 2015.  Discussion followed. 

2.  Ron Leingang mentioned a family friend who is attending Eligibility Worker Certification training at BSC and 

expressed interest in interning at Morton County next year.  The Board Members agreed it is worth considering.   

3.  Mike informed the Board Members of the approval of Senate Bill 2177, which is the automated computer system 

for economic assistance programs.  DHS is hoping for implementation of Phase 1 this fall to replace the ACA mini app 

and Phase 2 would include all remaining economic assistance programs with implementation in October 2016.   

4.  Mike informed the Board Members he will be attending an Emergency Management exercise in March. 

5. Mike informed the Board Members that the two Office Assistant III positions have been filled.  One began 

employment February 18, 2015 and the other will begin March 9, 2015. 

6.  Mike distributed information relating to ND DHS Medical Service Providers and Claims paid by County for State 

Fiscal year 2014.  In Morton County, there were 608 Medicaid providers paid $47,468,037.   

7.  Mike shared with the Board members that the panic buttons located in the agency are now operational and ring 

directly to Law Enforcement Dispatch.  Mike also stated that he has had contact with the Sheriff’s Department 

regarding employee work schedules and after hours work as it relates to courthouse security. 
 

FEBRUARY BILLS 

 

Ernie Fitterer made a motion to pay the February bills.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

Rose Mary Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is Tuesday, March 31, 2015, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:02 p.m. 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 


