
 

 

MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:    April 29, 2014 

 

TIME:  10:00 a.m.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Del Wetsch, Rose Mary Lawson, Andy Zachmeier, and Ron Leingang 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Ernie Fitterer 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Bartholomew and Patsi Seerup 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Del Wetsch. 

 

A motion was made by Rose Mary Lawson to approve the March 25, 2014 Board Minutes and the April 29, 2014 

Agenda.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried.    

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:     

 

WENDY BENT, HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR 

 

Wendy discussed with Board Members information relating to the 2013 Employee Satisfaction Survey and follow-up 

of issues and concerns expressed by staff.   

 

Ernie Fitterer arrived at the meeting at 10:05. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

COURTHOUSE SECURITY – SHERIFF SHIPMAN 

 

Sheriff Dave Shipman informed Board Members of plans to increase security in the Morton County Courthouse.  He is 

in the process of obtaining cost estimates to install panic buttons in Social Services.  Discussion followed. 

 

 

BUDGET REVIEW 

 

Mike distributed to the Board Members the Expenditure Guideline for the period January 1, 2014 through March 31, 

2014.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

1. Child Abuse/Neglect Caseload information for Morton County Staff was distributed to the Board Members.  

2. Child Welfare Case Management Caseload information for Morton County Staff was distributed to the Board 

Members.  

3. Mike distributed to Board Members a Position Paper of Caseload Standards drafted by the Children and 

Family Services Committee of the North Dakota County Director’s Association.  Discussion followed. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (cont.) 

 

4. Jake Reuter, ND MFP Grant Program Administrator for Medical Services, has requested a letter of support be 

sent to the ND Housing Finance Office.  ND DHS and ND Housing Finance Agency are making a joint 

application for approximately $2 million dollars in HUD 811 Project Based Rental Assistance Housing for 8 

metro areas of ND, including Morton County.  A motion was made by Andy Zachmeier to approve a letter of 

support to the ND Housing Finance Office.  Ernie Fitterer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

5. Mike informed Board Members of a young man in the 18+ Foster Care program who has taken the lead in a 

fund raising project for an area church.  He has also spoken to youth at Dakota Boys Ranch and Charles Hall 

about his experiences. 

6. The West River Conference in Medora is June 12 & 13, 2014.  The deadline to register is May 23rd.  If 

interested in attending, please let Mike or Patsi know before the deadline.   

7. The vacant clerical position has been advertised and a list of eligible candidates has been received.  Mike 

informed the Board Members of possible changes in the duties of the position being considered.   

8. The Inter-County Agreement between Morton and Burleigh Counties was distributed to the Board Members 

for their information.  The Burleigh County Social Service Board has notified our agency of their intent to end 

the agreement in which their staff provide Child Welfare staff supervision.  The agreement will end effective   

January 1, 2015.  Discussion followed.   

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT 

 

1.  Bonita distributed to the Board Members the Current Case Count through April 29, 2014. 

 

 

IMU REPORT 

 

1.  Shannen distributed to the Board Members the summary of SNAP statistics for March 2014. 

2.  The Summary of Case Activity from March 21, 2014 through April 24, 2014 was distributed to the Board Members. 

3. The Unduplicated Economic Assistance Caseload Report as of April 1, 2014 was distributed to the Board Members. 

4.  The LIHEAP Statistical Report for FY2014 as of March 26, 2014 was distributed to the Board Members. 

 

 

APRIL BILLS 

 

Ernie Fitterer made a motion to pay the April bills.  Ron Leingang seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

carried.  

 

A motion was made by Ernie Fitterer to adjourn the meeting.  Andy Zachmeier seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

The next Board Meeting is Thursday, May 29, 2014, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                           Del Wetsch 

                                                                                                           Chairperson 

Patsi Seerup 

Recorder 


