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Local teens to be awarded for helping to detain fleeing suspect

MANDAN, ND — This week, the Morton County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) will honor three Glen Ullin High
School students for their courageous actions on the night of September 24, 2020 that directly led to
the arrest of an individual who fled from law enforcement following an incident at a local gas station.

At approximately 10:00 p.m. that evening, a MCSO deputy responded to a disturbance call at Zuroff’s
gas station at 501 Main Street, Hebron. A male suspect, believed to be under the influence of drugs or
alcohol, became agitated and disorderly in the store when attempting to pay for fuel and items with
insufficient funds on debit and credit cards. The suspect was asked to leave the premises several times,
but failed to comply.

Once our deputy arrived on scene, the male continued his disorderly conduct and the deputy
attempted to detain the suspect until back-up arrived. The male suspect became physically resistant
and fled on foot. Two juvenile bystanders began to run after the suspect while another juvenile and
her father followed in their vehicle to keep eyes on the suspect. Our deputy returned to his patrol
vehicle to continue pursuit of the suspect, and a short time later the suspect was detained in the
middle of Main Street by the two juvenile bystanders until our deputy arrived and arrested the
suspect.

“We are grateful to these four individuals for their willingness to assist in such a courageous act to help
our deputy in a potentially dangerous situation,” said Morton County Sheriff Kyle Kirchmeier. “They
certainly demonstrated qualities that are consistent with the very best of Morton County.”

The suspect, Alvin Houle Jr., was charged with Preventing Arrest, Disorderly Conduct, Refusing to Halt
and Theft of Property.

The individuals involved with helping to detain Houle will be recognized for their bravery in a ceremony
at Glen Ullin High School at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 21, 2020.
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