Morton County Road Commission Meeting
Morton County Highway Department, 2916 37" St NW, Mandan, ND 58554
August 20, 2025

Commission members Present: Jackie Buckley, Paul Tokach, Kyle Kirchmeier, Steve Tomac,
Roger Hille (telephone until 10:38)

Commission members Absent: None
Others present: John Saiki, Chad Schneider, Susan Johnson, Sarah Getzlaff, Russ Leingang, Mark Isaacs
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 pm by Chair Jackie Buckley

Steve made a motion to approve the amended agenda. Amendments were: Discussion of Judson Bridges
under item 1. Add an Item 4. Public Comment (which will be added to future agendas and 5b. Cattle Pass.
Kyle 2"d, motion carried.

Steve made a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting, Roger 2", motion carried.

1. Discuss New Salem Bank ROW — Mark Isaacs — New Salem City Council approved location of the
Sign by the Security First Bank. The bank would like the County to vacate 40 feet of Right of Way, to 60 feet
from the Center Line of the Road. They would like to have the Right of Way vacated by the county rather
than have a permit, which could someday be rescinded. The concern is the high cost of the sign that the City
and Bank have decided. Roger — Road Commission should maintain stance to issue a permit. Don’t want to
set a precedent of vacating Right of Way without compensation. Utilities have been permitted to locate in
Right of Way. Paul — Financial risk to funding a sign with a permit, there is a financial risk to County in
vacating. Roger made a motion to grant a permit. This was withdrawn since it was passed at a previous
meeting. Roger — stay with permit. Steve — Right of Way is inconsistent, between 33 and 100 feet along that
section of road. To vacate 20, 30 or 40 feet of Right of Way is not as big a problem as other businesses. Chad
—should have compensation attached, otherwise we may be getting many requests to vacate Right of Way
with no regard to compensation. Steve made a motion to recommend vacate Right of Way of 40 feet subject
to our existing policy and existing utility agreements. Any compensation will be paid to the County and not
the City. Kyle 2", Roll Call Vote, Steve — yes, Paul — no, Kyle — yes, Roger — no, Jackie — yes, motion carried.
Recommend to the full Commission. There may be a requirement for a public hearing, that is advertised
according to the requirement of the Century Code.
la. Pedestrian bridge on the east side of Judson is on County Right of Way. When we work on the low water
crossing in the area, we will take it down. County forces will take it down due to overhead power. There was
no formal action taken, the material will be disposed of using the public bidding process we use for old
equipment. The bridge at the school west of CR 84 is on County property. This bridge will be removed and
replaced with a low water crossing. Mark will establish the Right of Way before work commences.

2. Discuss tree roots — Riverview Heights has some trees whose roots are displacing and damaging
the asphalt roadway. This subdivision is a Cooperative. The County will have Mark Isaacs establish the Right
of Way in this area to determine if the trees are on private property or on public. After that is determined,
this topic will be further discussed at t future meeting.



3. Monthly Updates — a & b. Design Projects and Construction projects — Youngtown Bridge is in the
2025 NDDOT Bid Opening. The two bridges being designed by Apex are in October Bid Opening. All three
bridges are being funded 100% by the NDDOT. The bridge south of Almont being designed by Sauber
Engineering will be completed to take advantage of available 2025 funds. They also sent an email asking if
there are projects that can be ready for bidding by September 1, 2025, to take advantage of some addition
available road funds. Three projects were submitted for funding; the project on County Road 136 in St.
Anthony, Chip Sealing of CR 139 around Glen Ullin and Microsurface on CR 139A. We have received a project
number for all three. Bridge 30-164-35.0 has been closed due to the split abutment cap. IBl has ordered
material to get this project completed. Once they know the delivery of the material, they will forward a
schedule. The NDDOT Bismarck District sent an executed Right of Entry for the Box Culvert east of CR 88 on
the frontage road along 1-94. This project has been submitted for a possible NDDOT Flex Funding project.
Special Assessments were reviewed. Bids were accepted on August 6, 2025. Steve made a motion
recommending approval of the low bid, Kyle 2", motion carried. Fisher Sand and Gravel will be moving in to
crush gravel in the next two weeks. We have received a Critical Finding for a bridge east of CR 86 for a bridge
due to bank erosion and condition of the bridge. The existing bridge goes over the Big Muddy Creek down
stream of the bridge we replaced in 2019. The replacement will have to be a new bridge with an estimated
cost of $4,000,000. The Highway department proposes improving a section line road and installing a box
culvert. The cost will be substantially lower than a new bridge. The Road Commission concurred.

c. The bridge crew is working on another bridge replacement with a CMP. Dirt Crew is working in
pulling the shoulders on CR 139 between CR 86 and Glen Ullin.

d. Budget Update - Reviewed expenses to date for 2025. Some larger expenses will start to hit the
budget, such as Loader delivery and gravel crushing. Jackie stated that so far, no cuts to the Road
and Bridge Budget.

e. Hebron Bond Claim Update — Asked the States Attorney to follow up. No updates at this time.,

4. Public Comment — Chair Buckley asked for public comment. None was forth coming.

Other —

a) Discuss sale of used equipment — Chad presented a list of used equipment we plan on selling. Many
of the items are old and have been put up for sale in the past and not sold.

b) Cattle Pass — Property owner asking to put in a cattle guard next to the road. During two months of
the year they would but a gate across the road and use the cattle guard for access. The rest of the
year the road would be open for normal access. The Road Commission agreed as long as the other
property owner is advised of the change.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 am.



