
 

 

  

Morton County Road Commission Meeting 

Morton County Highway Department, 2916 37th St NW, Mandan, ND  58554 

July 23, 2025 

 

Commission members Present:  Jackie Buckley, Paul Tokach, Roger Hille, Steve Tomac  

 

Commission members Absent:  Kyle Kirchmeier  

 

Others present:  John Saiki, Chad Schneider, Natalie Pierce 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 pm by Chair Jackie Buckley 

 

Steve made a motion to approve the amended agenda.  Items under Other:  Knife River Gravel Proposal, 

County Road 84, Item pulled for payment, Standby Generator were added.  Paul 2nd. Motion carried.  

 

Steve made a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting, Roger 2nd, motion carried.   

 

 1.  Discuss Crown Butte Roads – Jeremy Meyer – Jeremy did not attend.  Jackie provided some 

background.  There is an alley in Crown Bute Subdivision with 4 manholes.  An operator hit a manhole about 

a year ago with a blade.  Material may have fallen into the manhole.  Recently the pipe was plugged, which 

was blamed on the material in the manhole.  The County paid to have the manhole and pipe cleaned out.  

The Road Commission agreed Morton County will not maintain that alley any more.  It is only 10 feet wide 

which is very difficult to blade since the mow board is 16 feet wide.  Crown Butte does snow removal.  There 

were an excessive number of Emergency Route signs along the streets.  Morton County removed many of 

them since they were not needed.       

 

2.  Discuss Subdivision Paving Policy – The opinion of the States Attorneys office is that we should 

not include a clause in the paving policy that states residents waive their right to protest the Special 

Assessment petition when the occupancy of the subdivision reaches 75%.   Many options were discussed, 

such as 1) make a subdivision responsible for all road maintenance; snow removal, gravel, pavement 

whatever they decide.  The County will not be involved.  2) Subdivisions could set up an HOA to have a 

governing board for special assessing pavement.  The option that gained consensus and should be pursued is 

require a wider roadway for the gravel, 30 feet, so the road bed is ready for asphalt.  Clarify that the Century 

Code allows the County Commission to special assess without a petition from the residents and if the 

Commission is willing to purse that option.     

 

                      3.  Monthly Updates – a & b. Design Projects and Construction projects – Youngtown Bridge is in the 

2025 NDDOT Bid Opening.  The two bridges being designed by Apex are in October Bid Opening.  All three 

bridges are being funded 100% by the NDDOT.  Local Government Office at NDDOT sent out an email asking if 

the bridge south of Almont being designed by Sauber Engineer can be completed to take advantage of 

available 2025 funds.  They also sent an email asking if there are projects that can be ready for bidding by 

September 1, 2025, to take advantage of some addition available road funds.  Three projects were submitted 

for funding; the project on County Road 136 in St. Anthony, Chip Sealing of CR 139 around Glen Ullin and 

Microsurface on CR 139A.  We have received a project number for the St. Anthony project.  Bridge  30-164-



 

 

35.0 has been closed due to the split abutment cap.  We received a response from IBI regarding repairs.  They 

estimated between $75,000 and $100,000.  Roger made a motion we proceed with having IBI complete the 

work.  Paul 2nd, motion carried.  The NDDOT Bismarck District sent an email that the Right of Entry for the Box 

Culvert east of CR 88 on the frontage road along I-94 was approved.  We should be receiving the permit for 

signature soon.  This project will be submitted for a possible NDDOT Flex Funding project.   Special 

Assessments were reviewed.  The last two public hearings were held at the July 10th County Commission 

meeting and the two special assessments were approved.  That makes a total of 4 approved special 

assessments.  Bids were advertised on July 11th and due August 6, 2025.  The bids will be tabulated and sent 

to the Road Commission members for their review and a note will be added stating “due to the time 

element, the Road Commission approved of the bids and will make a motion at the next meeting formally 

recommending approval to the County Commission.”  Roger made a motion to approve the bids for the 

Gravel Crushing based on the same process.  Steve 2nd, motion carried to recommend approval of the Gravel 

Crushing bid to the County Commission.   

 

c.  The Box Culvert on 31st Ave, west of 55th St was installed on July 22nd.  Despite the rain the 

installation went very well.  Roger stated the project was well staffed.  The crew did a good job.       

 

d.  Budget Update - Reviewed expenses to date for 2025.  Some larger expenses will start to hit the 

budget, such as Loader delivery and gravel crushing.  Review the proposed 2026 budget.  Large items 

are two motor graders, low boy trailer, tracked skid steer loader.  Radio replacement budget line was 

reduced since the radios have been purchased.  The Reimbursement Request has been submitted.  

We haven’t heard anything yet.  Proposed budget was presented to the full commission at the July 

10th, meeting.   Roger made a motion to approve the proposed 2026 budget, Steve 2nd, motion 

carried.   

 

e.  Hebron Bond Claim Update – received an email from the attorney for the Bonding Company.  He had 

received the claim and will have Bonding Company review it.    

 

4.  Other –  

a)   Knife River Gravel Proposal – Knife River is looking at possibly crushing some gravel in Oliver County.  

They contacted Chad to see if we would be interested in having them crush a 20,000 ton pile.  They 

would do the same for Oliver County.  They will follow up with Oliver County to see if they are 

interested as well and willing to let Morton County buy gravel.  Roger Made a motion to buy 20,000 

tons, approximately $600,000 of gravel in Oliver County and pay for it out of the 2026 budget.  Steve 

2nd, motion carried. 

 

b)  The maintenance on County Road 84 was discussed.  No action taken.  

 

c)   Item pulled for payment – discussed purchase of the tires for the Walk n Roll attachment for a motor 

grader.  There was a question as to why this was purchased from the manufacturer.  It is a special 

item and not all tire suppliers can provide a comparable product.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

d)  Standby Generator – discussed this item and whether we really want it.  We will get an estimate to 

see what the cost is to install it and make it functional.  There will be installation costs, wiring costs 

and ongoing maintenance costs.  We will contact Northwest Contracting or Frontier Electric.  They 

are working on the Law Enforcement Center project.   

 

e)  Mark Isaacs walked in and was asked about the survey in Judson regarding the pedestrian bridge.  He 

said he was still working on it.  

 

 

          Steve moved to adjourn, Paul 2nd.  The meeting was adjourned noon.  


