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Brittany Slack

From: Dennis Meier
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 2:55 PM
To: Brittany Slack
Subject: FW: Region VII R&R Coalition Expenditure Approval
Attachments: winmail.dat; ATT00001.htm

 
 

Dennis Meier, LCSW  
AGENCY DIRECTOR 
MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES 
210 2nd Ave NW 
MANDAN, ND 58554 
OFFICE: 701‐667‐3349 
MAIN: 701‐667‐3395 
dennis.meier@mortonnd.org 
 
 
Confidentiality Statement‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐  
This transmission is intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain information 
that is made confidential by law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified any dissemination, 
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, 
please respond immediately to the sender and then destroy the original transmission as well as any electronic or 
printed copies. Thank you. 
 

From: Andrew <azachmeier@bis.midco.net>  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 1:46 PM 
To: Dennis Meier <Dennis.Meier@mortonnd.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Region VII R&R Coalition Expenditure Approval 

 
 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Dennis Meier <Dennis.Meier@mortonnd.org> 
Date: April 24, 2019 at 8:39:52 AM CDT 
To: Del Wetsch <dwetsch@gmail.com>, Andy Zachmeier <azachmeier@bis.midco.net>, Ron 
Leingang <ron.leingang@gmail.com>, Rose Lawson <rlawson@westriv.com>, Edgar Oliveira 
<edgar@harvestbraziliangrill.com> 
Subject: FW: Region VII R&R Coalition Expenditure Approval 

The response from the regional office regarding Andy's question at yesterday's board meeting. 
 
Dennis Meier, LCSW 
AGENCY DIRECTOR 
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MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES 
210 2nd Ave NW 
MANDAN, ND 58554 
OFFICE: 701-667-3349 
MAIN: 701-667-3395 
dennis.meier@mortonnd.org<mailto:dennis.meier@mortonnd.org> 
 
 
Confidentiality Statement---------- 
This transmission is intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may 
contain information that is made confidential by law. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please respond immediately to the 
sender and then destroy the original transmission as well as any electronic or printed copies. 
Thank you. 
 
From: Stave, Karin J. <kstave@nd.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2019 5:28 PM 
To: Dennis Meier <Dennis.Meier@mortonnd.org> 
Cc: Miller, Kevin H. <kehmiller@nd.gov> 
Subject: RE: Region VII R&R Coalition Expenditure Approval 
 
Dennis: 
 
I'm answering since Kevin is out of the office this week. 
 
Therapy with Jerry has been short-term, and specific for something caused by the foster parents 
providing foster care-not because they have other issues that need to be dealt with so that they 
can provide care.  I understand the concern of your board member about people needing therapy 
providing services to vulnerable children.  But that's not what we ask Jerry to help us with. 
 
if we are willing to provide help to our staff by doing secondary trauma debriefings, by 
providing training & information regarding secondary trauma, and by making  Employee 
Assistance Programs available-why wouldn't we be willing to provide support and help to people 
who have opened their homes and hearts to children? 
 
The therapy provided by Jerry is for foster parents who are having difficulties due to something 
happening with a foster child or children.  Skills and talents that foster parents bring to foster 
care include patience, ability to attach to children who are not theirs & who will not be staying 
with them forever, the ability to learn 'on the job' because each child is different, and sometimes 
while feeling  like a very junior, not-heard member of a team that is trying to work towards 
something safe & permanent for a child. 
 
Most of the referrals for Jerry's time have been for foster parents who have had long term 
placements that were terminated for some reason.  A child may have been returned home, placed 
with a relative, placed with a different foster home, or placed for adoption.   Sometimes the 
moves are sudden and abrupt.  Sometimes children or youth go back into a precarious situation 
with a parent or relative.  Or the foster child's needs are greater than the foster family can handle, 
and the child is moved to a facility or another foster home.  Once a child is gone-it is very likely 
that the foster parents will worry about them without ever hearing how the child is doing. 
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Frequently the foster parents have children of their own who are missing the foster child or 
children who have left.  Most of the foster parents have helped the children work towards going 
home or to another permanent place such as adoption-but that doesn't mean that it's not hard 
emotionally when a child who has been in the home for a long time leaves-even when the child 
leaves for something good.     It can be hard on foster parents when a fragile (for example, 
young, medically fragile or mentally ill) child leaves even if the child has not been with them for 
a lengthy stay.  It can also be hard for foster parents who are willing to become attached to a 
child who they know may never be able to attach to them. 
 
Jerry's services have been invaluable in helping us retain good foster parents.  Sometimes foster 
parents feel like they have been forgotten or ignored after a child leaves their home.  They can 
feel like they are very much alone.  It's hard because the foster parents can feel like the agencies 
disappear until the foster parents are needed again.  That's not the intent of our agencies, but 
when someone has packed up and sent a child on to another place, or if the court decides that the 
child is to go home or with a relative immediately-it is hard. 
 
This is a long answer to a fairly short question.  You can tell that I have strong feelings about 
this.  The good, strong foster parents who last are usually the ones with a good support system 
with other foster parents.  But even with a good support system-sometimes people need a little 
extra to help them. 
 
 
Karin Stave, 
Regional Representative 
West Central Human Service Center 
1237 W Divide Ave, Suite 5 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-328-8879 
 
 ----------Confidentiality Statement---------- This transmission is intended only for the use of the 
individual to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is made confidential by law. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified any  dissemination, distribution, or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in 
error, please respond immediately to the sender and then destroy the original transmission as 
well as any electronic or printed copies.  Thank you. 
 
 
From: Dennis Meier <Dennis.Meier@mortonnd.org<mailto:Dennis.Meier@mortonnd.org>> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2019 1:05 PM 
To: Miller, Kevin H. <kehmiller@nd.gov<mailto:kehmiller@nd.gov>> 
Cc: Stave, Karin J. <kstave@nd.gov<mailto:kstave@nd.gov>> 
Subject: Region VII R&R Coalition Expenditure Approval 
 
Hello Kevin, 
 
A member of the MCSS Board had a question about Jerry Chaussee's therapy services to foster 
parents.  His question is, if foster parents are in need of therapy services themselves should they 
be providing foster care services to vulnerable children.  I know my thoughts on why this is 
appropriate when providing foster parent services but I want your perspective. 
 
Thank you, 
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Dennis 
 
Dennis Meier, LCSW 
AGENCY DIRECTOR 
MORTON COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES 
210 2nd Ave NW 
MANDAN, ND 58554 
OFFICE: 701-667-3349 
MAIN: 701-667-3395 
dennis.meier@mortonnd.org<mailto:dennis.meier@mortonnd.org> 
 
 
Confidentiality Statement---------- 
This transmission is intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may 
contain information that is made confidential by law. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please respond immediately to the 
sender and then destroy the original transmission as well as any electronic or printed copies. 
Thank you. 
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