
 

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda  

June 9, 2014 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2
nd

 Ave NW, Mandan ND 

5:30 PM  

 

1. Call to order   

             Roll Call 

             Approval of Agenda 

             Approval of minutes of previous meetings 

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Zachmeier 

 

2. Wendy Bent/Human Resources 

• External Equity Concerns with County Planner Position – Request to Increase Current Wage of Incumbent 

 

3.  Kevin Lech – BEK Communications 

 

4. Dawn Rhone/ County Auditor 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY. 



 

Please note: These are unofficial minutes and are subject to change.  They will be approved and 

become official at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

 
MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
May 27, 2014 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on May 27, 2014 at 5:30 PM by 
Chairman Strinden at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  
Others present were Commissioners Boehm, Leingang, Schulz, Zachmeier, Auditor Rhone and States 
Attorney Koppy. 
 

Boehm moved and Schulz seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Boehm seconded to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2014 meeting.  All voting 

aye, motion carried. 

 

Leingang moved and Boehm seconded to approve monthly bills. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Boehm seconded approve Abatements #4569-4570.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to approve a Temporary Use Permit for the Morton County 

Highway Department for an Asphalt Processing Plant located in the SE ¼ of Section 10, Township 139N, 

Range 86W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Schulz moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve a special use permit requested by Blaine Meyer to 

allow construction of a second home on the same parcel in the Agricultural (A) District located in the SW 

¼ of Section 15, Township 135N, Range 84W. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Schulz moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve of the preliminary plat for Replat of Dettmann 

Subdivision located in the NE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 28, Township 139N, Range 84W. All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

Zachmeier moved and Leingang seconded to approve a special use permit requested by Kevin Werchau 

to allow construction of a second home on the same parcel in the Agricultural (A) District located in the 

W ½ of the NE ¼ of Section 14, Township 138N, Range 84W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Schulz moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the final plat for Kalvoda Subdivision located in the N 

½ of the SE ¼ of Section 8, Township 138N, Range 81W, and a zoning map amendment for Lot 1 Block 1 

of the Kalvoda Subdivision from Agricultural (A) District to Residential (R) District, subject to the 

following conditions: 

1.  The plat is to be revised to show a 120’ dedicated public right-of-way for 44th St, rather than a 

road easement. And lot lines and sizes are to be adjusted accordingly. 

2. Change labels of lots to Lot 1 Block 1 and Lot 1 Block 2 to follow convention. 

All voting aye, motion carried. 

Schulz moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the preliminary plat and zoning map amendment for 

Harmon Village 19th Subdivision located in the NE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 28, Township 139N, Range 

84W.  The following conditions should be met before final plat approval: 

1. A non-access line is added to the western side lots 1-3 of Block 1. 

2. A Notice of Intent to obtain a permit for storm water discharges associated with construction 

activity is filed with the North Dakota Department of Health, and efforts are initiated to control 

erosion within the platted area and remediate areas already affected. 



All voting aye, motion carried. 

The total of all county funds expended from May 13, 2014 through May 27, 2014, equals $278,228.38.  A 

detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular 

business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office.  

 

Boehom moved and Schulz seconded to adjourn at 6:58pm.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

     

Bruce Strinden, Chairman, Morton County Commission    _________________________ 

 

Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     _________________________  



 

 
 
 
 
 
June 3, 2014 
 
Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 
210 2nd Ave. NW 
Mandan, ND  58554 
 
BEK Communications Cooperative Community Connect Grant Application 
 
Dear Commissioners:  
 
In 2013, the BEK Communications Cooperative submitted two grant applications through the USDA RUS 
Community Connect Grant process with the intent of deploying Fiber To The Home (FTTH) services and 
offering broadband services to residents in unserved portions of Morton County.  Unfortunately, no 
grants were awarded for Morton County last year. Nonetheless, BEK continued to advance the design, 
engineering and permits required to cross the Missouri River in hopes of offering services in the future. 
 
Fortunately, the USDA has again offered the Community Connect Grant applications program in support 
of broadband deployment for companies like BEK to competitively earn grant funds to serve those areas 
proven to be unserved by existing broadband service providers. It should be noted that some residents 
in the proposed grant area are currently served by Century Link but Century Link has designated these 
residents as unserved. 
 
The grant development and submission process opened on May 22nd and will close on July 7th, with $12 
million in funds available nationwide.  BEK again intends to develop a grant application to provide fiber 
optic broadband services to parts of Morton County as we did last year. This year we will also include 
part of Oliver County. Due to the limited funds made available this year, BEK will submit one application 
for the unserved areas north of Interstate 94.    
 
The attached map depicts the area intended to be serviced by BEK upon successful grant award with 
work required to be completed 3 years from grant award.   A significant part of the competitive grading 
process is based on community support and community involvement.  It is for this reason that we are 
once again asking for your support in the following ways: 
 
1. BEK respectfully asks the Commission to pass the following resolution supporting the BEK 

Community Connect Grant Application, and 
2. BEK respectfully requests that each County Commissioner and County Department head sign the 

attached grant support letter. 
 
I would like to thank you for your time this afternoon and am available to answer any questions 
 
BEK Communications Cooperative 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BEK Proposed Service Area Map 2014 
 
 

 



 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION OF BEK COMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE FOR COMMUNITY CONNECT GRANT TO BRING NEEDED FIBER 
BASED BROADBAND SERVICE TO UNSERVED PORTIONS OF NORTHEASTERN 

MORTON COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

The Morton County Commission (the “Commission”) resolves as follows: 
 

1. The Commission fully supports the application of BEK Communications Cooperative 
(“BEK”) for a grant from the Rural Utilities Service (“RUS”) under the Community-Oriented 
Connectivity Broadband Grant Program for the purpose of bringing fiber based broadband service to 
unserved portions of Northeastern Morton County, North Dakota (the “Grant Area”).  

2. Residents of the Grant Area lack access to reliable high speed broadband connections.  
A high speed and reliable broadband connection is becoming a necessity in the modern world.  The 
lack of such a connection is a detriment to the residents of the Grant Area and places them and the 
Grant Area at a competitive disadvantage in today’s economy.   

3. Fiber based broadband from BEK in the Grant Area would make a significant and 
positive impact on the lives of the residents of the Grant Area and on the well being of the Grant 
Area and Morton County.  Awarding the grant to BEK will open up a world of opportunities for the 
residents of the Grant Area.  From allowing residents to effectively work from home through 
videoconferencing, remote data sharing and other methods or small business to grow and develop 
through the power of the Internet, to improving and reducing the costs of healthcare to residents of 
the Grant Area through remote interaction with or monitoring by healthcare facilities and providers, 
to enhanced educational opportunities through remote learning with meaningful interaction with 
instructors.  The current and future possibilities offered by BEK’s proposed fiber based broadband 
services are basically endless.   

4. The Commission, as a governmental body, understands that funding is limited and the 
RUS must protect public funding and to ensure it is used in the most responsible and effective 
manner.  The Commission has spoken with BEK and is confident that awarding the grant to BEK 
for investment in the Grant Area would be a responsible and prudent decision.  BEK is a locally 
owned cooperative that has been providing high quality services to residents of North Dakota for 60 
years.  BEK has a documented track record of building fiber infrastructure, of providing high quality 
service and of successfully stewarding grant money and implementing grant projects.   

5. The Commission respectfully urges RUS to award BEK the applied for grant. 

 

The forgoing resolution was adopted by the Commission at a duly called and convened meeting held 
on _______________, 2014 
 
____________________________ 
Secretary 
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