
 
 

 
 
Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda  
 

June 8, 2017 
Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 
210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND 
5:30 PM  
 

Call to order   
             Roll Call 
             Approval of Agenda 
             Approval of minutes for previous meetings 
             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Strinden 

 
 

 
 

1. Linda Morris/Tax Director 
� Abatements for the boards consideration 

 
2. Tom Doering/ MC Emergency Manager 

� Drought Briefing 
� Total Burn Ban 
� Fireworks Ban Discussion 
� Request for Berube Apartment Resident’s Contact Information 

 
3. Tim Nilsen/Park Director 

� Abandon Cemeteries 
 

4. Natalie Pierce/County Planner 
� Special use permit for an accessory dwelling unit from Joana & Duane Friesz in the S1/2 of the S 1/2 Section 22, Township 

140N, Range 85 W, Morton County. 
� Final plat of a short-from subdivision known as Little Heart Hills and zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) District 

to Residential (R) District for approximately 1.79 acres in the SW ¼ of Section 24, Township 137 N, Range 81 W, Morton 
County. 

� Final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Jacobson Subdivision and zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) 
District to Residential (R) District for approximately 4.424 acres in the SW ¼ of Section 14, Township 140 N, Range 89W, 
Morton County 

� Final plat of a long-form subdivision known as High Chaparral Estates 2nd and zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) 
District to Residential (R) District for approximately 57.59 acres in the S1/2 of Section 17, Township 138 N, Range 81 W, 
Morton County. 
 

5. Mike Aubol/County Engineer 
� Bid results and recommendation of award for Fort Rice Area roadway improvements 

 
6. Dawn Rhone/County Auditor 

� 2018 Budget 
 

 
 

6:00P.M. – Public Hearing 
� 2017 Board of Equalization 

 
 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY. 



 
MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
May 23, 2017 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on May 23, 2017 at 5:30 PM by 
Chairman Schulz at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  
Others present were Commissioners Leingang, Zachmeier, Boehm and Strinden, Auditor Rhone, States 
Attorney Koppy and Assistant States Attorney Grosinger.   
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve the agenda with an addition.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2017 meeting.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to approve the bills.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve abatements #5023-5028. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Strinden seconded to approve abatements #5029-5030. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Strinden seconded to approve abatements #5031-5032. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve abatements #5033-5037. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve abatement #5038. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to approve the Meals & Lodging Reimbursement Policy 100-009 
with the one change as discussed. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Zachmeier seconded  to approve the Court Services Contract with the City of New 
Salem with changing the word “COUNTY” to “CITY” in Section I, Item 5. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from May 12, 2017 through May 23, 2017, equals $621,517.67.  A 
detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular business 
hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Boehm seconded to adjourn at 6:15 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Cody Schulz, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
MEETING DATE:   6/8/2017 
PREPARATION DATE:  6/5/2017 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 
PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS# 5039 AND 5040 
  
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENTS 
 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  N/A 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  NONE—CREDIT TAX REIMBURSED BY THE STATE 
 
STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 5039 AND 5040 AS 
APPLICANTS ALL QUALIFY FOR HOMESTEAD CREDIT: 
 

 
 
 
 
MOTION:  MOTION TO APPROVE ABATEMENTS AS PRESENTED 

TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED
YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE
2016 5039 HMSTD CRDT 652811000 $125,900 BRUNELLE   $125,900 406 58TH AVE NW MD $0
2016 5040 HMSTD CRDT 651807425 $311,200 MECKLE $311,200 3214 BAY SHORE BEND SE MD $0

OWNER





Drought Briefing 
Created: Thursday, June 1, 2017 

National Weather Service 
Bismarck, ND 

weather.gov/bis  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/NWSBismarck
https://twitter.com/NWSBismarck
https://www.facebook.com/NWSBismarck




Drought Monitor for North Dakota 
Released Thursday, June 1, 2017 

Precipitation deficits of 1 to 3 inches the last 90 days 
have caused drought development in parts of the state. 



U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook 
Released May 31, 2017 

Drought is forecast to expand during the month of June. 



Total Forecast Precipitation 
Valid June 1st through June 8th, 2017 

Note:  Locally heavier amounts of precipitation are 
possible with scattered thunderstorms. 





Looking Ahead 

Based on our analysis of historically dry Mays and support from some of 
our long range computer model simulations, we believe the following 

scenario may play out: 

When Rainfall Temperatures 

June A wetter period may develop 
mid to late month 

Near normal 
temperatures are favored 

July Historical patterns favor a 
return to drier weather 

Historical patterns favor 
hotter than normal 

temperatures 

August Historical patterns favor the 
dryness intensifying 

Historical patterns favor 
near normal 

temperatures 

Summary of Summer Expectations 

Many of these historical patterns correlated with years conducive to an earlier than 
normal onset of wildfire concerns. 



Drought Briefing 
Created: Thursday, June 1, 2017 

National Weather Service 
Bismarck, ND 

weather.gov/bis  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NWSBismarck
https://www.youtube.com/user/NWSBismarck
https://twitter.com/NWSBismarck








 
 

TOTAL  BURN BAN NOTICE  
For 

MORTON COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA  
 

June 8th, 2017 
 
 WHEREAS, the Morton County Board of Commissioners recognizes that abnormally 
dry conditions combined with high winds and almost daily fire responses within Morton County; 
and   
 
 WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and property; 
and 
 WHEREAS, the impact of fires threatens the health, well-being, and safety of citizens in 
Morton County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of response and the inordinate equipment wear may be far in 
excess of available County resources.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Morton County Board of 
Commissioners declares a Total Burn Ban (regardless of categories assigned per the North 
Dakota Adjective Fire Danger Map) effective immediately until further notice. The only allowed 
exceptions are the responsible use of gas grills and gas stoves used at a safe distance from 
combustible materials.   
 

THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF THIS BURN BAN IS A CLASS B  MISDEMEANOR 
(NDCC 37-17.1-10.1:  MAXIMUM SENTENCE OF 30 DAYS IN JAIL AND $1, 500 FINE). 

 
 
 DATED at Mandan, North Dakota, June 8th, 2017. 
 
 

 
_______________________________ 
Cody Schulz, Chairman 
Morton County Commission 
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