
  

  

  

  

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda   

  

June 27, 2017  

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse  

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND  

5:30 PM    

  

 Call to order      

             Roll Call  

             Approval of Agenda  

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings  

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Strinden  

  

 

1. Ron Otto/Veterans Office 

• Out of State Travel and Retirement Date 

 

2. Natalie Pierce/County Planner  

• The final plat of a short-form subdivision known as DMS Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from 

Agricultural (A) to Residential (R) for approx.18.63 acres in the S ½ Section 24 Township 138 N, Range 90 W, 

Morton County. 

• The final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Replat of Lot 2, Block 1, Meier’s 1st Subdivision for approx. 

13.02 acres in the NW ¼ of Section 6 Township 137 N, Range 80 W, Morton County. 

• The final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Picchietti Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from 

Agricultural (A) to Residential (R) for approx. 2 acres in the NW ¼ Section 3 Township 139 N, Range 83 W, 

Morton County. 

• The final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Long Butte Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from 

Agricultural (A) to Industrial (I) for approx.10 acres in the SE ¼  Section 19 Township 139 N, Range 90 W, Morton 

County. 

• A zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) to Rural Commercial (CR) for approx. 17.96 acres in the E ½ of 

the SW ¼ Section 4, Township 138 N, Range 81 W, Morton County. 

• An Amendment to strike the Recreational (RC) District for the Morton County land use code and amend the zoning 

map. 

 

3. Brian Grosinger/States Attorney’s Office 

• Request executive session – Cendak/Morton County 

   

4. Dawn Rhone/County Auditor  - Board Appointments 

• Morton County School Reorganization Committee 

• Liqour License Application – The Watering Hole 

  

  

  

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.  



 
MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
June 8, 2017 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on June 8, 2017 at 5:30 PM by 
Chairman Schulz at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  
Others present were Commissioners Leingang, Zachmeier, Boehm and Strinden, Auditor Rhone, States 
Attorney Koppy and Assistant States Attorney Grosinger.   
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve the agenda with a change.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to approve the minutes of the May 23, 2017 meeting.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve the bills.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to award bid to Northern Improvement for the Ft Rice Area 
roadway improvements and to authorize Engineer Aubol to execute the contract. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to declare a total burn ban which will include the ban of fireworks 
effective immediately.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Regular Commission meeting was recessed at 6:00PM for the County Board of Equalization 
meeting. 
 
The Regular Commission meeting was reconvened at 6:29PM. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve abatements #5039-5040. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve a special use permit to locate an accessory dwelling 
unit in the S ½ of the S ½ of Section 22, Township 140 N, Range 85 W, Morton County as presented.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Strinden seconded to approve the final plat of the short- form subdivision known as 
Little Heart Hills and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) District to Residential (R) District for 
approx. 1.79 acres in the SW ¼ of Section 24, Township 137 N, Range 81 W, Morton County.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve the final plat of a short-form subdivision known as 

Jacobsen Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) to Residential (R) District for 

approx. 4.424 acres in the SW ¼ of Section 14, Township 140 N, Range 89 W, Morton County, with the 

condition that the land owners sign an ingress/egress agreement to ensure access off of County Road 

140.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Leingang moved and Strinden seconded to approve the final plat of a long-form subdivision known as 

High Chaparral Estates 2nd and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) to Residential (R) District 

for approx. 57.59 acres in the S ½ of Section 17, Township 138 N, Range 81 W, Morton County. All 

voting aye, motion carried. 

The total of all county funds expended from May 23, 2017 through June  8, 2017, equals $991,180.21.  A 
detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular business 
hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Leingang moved and Strinden seconded to adjourn at 7:12 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 
Cody Schulz, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  



MORTON COUNTY TAX EQUALIZATION MEETING 
June 8, 2017 
 
The Morton County Board of Tax Equalization Meeting was called to order on June 8, 2017, at 
6:00 PM by Chairman Schulz at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 
Mandan, North Dakota. Others present were Commissioners Strinden, Boehm, Zachmeier and 
Leingang, Auditor Rhone, States Attorney Koppy, Assistant States Attorney Grosinger and 
County Tax Director Morris 
 
Zachmeier moved and Strinden seconded to approve the 2017 City of Mandan value at 
$1,879,359,200.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to approve the 2017 Captain’s Landing Township value 
at $18,350,200.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve the 2017 City of Almont value at $4,986,500.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to approve the 2017 City of Flasher value at 
$10,551,300.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to approve the 2017 City of Glen Ullin value at 
$33,168,900.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to approve the 2017 City of Hebron value at $33,301,400.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to approve the 2017 City of New Salem value at 
$52,235,100.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Strinden seconded to approve the 2017 Morton County less the City of 
Mandan value at $1,238,013,600.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 
Strinden moved and Boehm seconded to adjourn at 6:28 PM. 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: June 27, 2017 

PREPARATION DATE: June 23, 2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Veterans Service Office 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Ron Otto 

PRESENTER: Ron Otto 

SUBJECT: Out of State Travel 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  Request Out of State Travel To Attend Disabled American Veterans National 

Convention – New Orleans – End of July. 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: None 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  None 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Travel To & Back – Normal Expenses 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  Ron At Convention 5 days 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: None 

 

RECOMMENDATION  Approve within budget 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: Allow Out Of State Travel for the County Veteran Service Officer to attend the 

National Convention of the Disabled American Veterans in New Orleans at the end of July. 

Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: June 27, 2017 

PREPARATION DATE: June 23, 2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Veterans Service Office 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Ron Otto 

PRESENTER: Ron Otto 

SUBJECT: Retirement Date 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  To inform Commissioners of future retirement date. 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: None 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  None 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Unknown 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  Replacement search 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: None 

 

RECOMMENDATION  None 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: None necessary at this time 

Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414
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P&Z SUMMARY | FOR  JUN E  27,  2017 COMM ISS ION  MEET I NG 

1. The final plat of a short-form subdivision known as DMS Subdivision and a zoning map amendment 
from Agricultural (A) to Residential (R) for approx. 18.63 acres in the S½ of Section 24, Township 138 
N, Range 90 W, Morton County.   

a. Summary: applicant intends to break off one 18.63 acre residential lot from a half-
section for continued use by the current tenants as a residence and for farming.  

Staff recommended approval.  

b. P&Z Commission Action: recommended approval 

2. The final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Replat of Lot 2, Block 1, Meier’s 1st Subdivision 
for approx. 13.02 acres in the NW¼ of Section 6, Township 137 N, Range 80 W, Morton County.   

a. Summary: Randy and Patty Berger intend to split a previously platted residential lot 
(13.02 acres) into two separate lots for their children. The subject property lies in the 
Recreational District and does not require a zoning map amendment. Lynn Lane was 
platted on the Meier’s 1st Subdivision, but was never constructed. The applicants will be 

required to construct Lynn Lane to an extent that will provide access to both lots.      
 
Staff recommended approval, with the condition that Lynn Lane be constructed to access 
both lots.  

b. P&Z Commission Action: recommended approval, with the condition that Lynn Lane be 
constructed to access both lots, prior to recording of the plat. 

3. The final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Picchietti Subdivision and a zoning map 
amendment from Agricultural (A) to Residential (R) District for approx. 2 acres located in the NW¼ of 

Section 3, Township 139 N, Range 83 W, Morton County.   

a. Summary: the applicants located a mobile home on a 39 acre property. They wish to split 

off a 2-acre residential lot for the mobile home and construct a larger residence on the 
residual 37 acres. No additional approaches will be granted along the boundary of this 
property, so there will need to be a shared approach for the two properties.   

Staff recommended approval, with one condition. 

b. P&Z Commission Action: recommended approval, with the condition that the existing 
approach be relocated to straddle the eastern property line with 16’ on each side, prior 

to recording of the plat. 

4. The final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Long Butte Subdivision and a zoning map 
amendment from Agricultural (A) to Industrial (I) District for approx. 10 acres in the SE¼ of Section 19, 
Township 139 N, Range 90 W, Morton County.   
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a. Summary: the subject property lies next to the existing Sunflower Wind Energy project 

area. Lynn Underdahl intends to divide one 10-acre lot from a section of land and convey 
the property to Mor Gran Sou Electric Co-op for a future Energy Conversion facility. The 
rezoning is being requested at this time, although a special use permit will also be 
required prior to development of the energy transfer facility.  

Staff recommended approval.  

b. P&Z Commission Action: recommended approval 

5. A zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) to Rural Commercial (CR) for approx. 17.96 acres in 
the E½ of the SW¼ of Section 14, Township 138 N, Range 81 W, Morton County.   

a. Summary: Cole and Alisa Schantz intend to develop a wedding event center on the 
subject property. A rezoning and special use permit are required in order to allow that 
use. The applicants are taking the preliminary step of requesting the rezoning. It should be 
noted that a zoning map amendment entitles a piece of property for all the uses allowed 
within that zoning district, not exclusively the proposed use.  

Within the Rural Commercial District, the following uses are allowed by right: 
farming/ranching, commercial greenhouse, live-work unit, animal boarding kennel, bank, 

fueling station, office, general retail, grocery, personal services, general repair services, 
arts and crafts gallery, park/playground, restaurant, riding stable, theater, trailhead 

facility, church, community center, daycare, nursing home/assisted living facility, veterinary 
clinic, oil and gas well, and home occupations.  

Within the Rural Commercial District, the following uses are allowed by special use 
permit only: winery/distillery/brewery, agricultural recreation, bed & breakfast, event 

center. 

The subject property lies outside the viewshed-restricted area surrounding Fort Lincoln 
State Park. The subject property has been designated “Commercial” within the NE Morton 

County Future Land Use Plan. 

Staff recommended approval.  

b. P&Z Commission Action: recommended approval 
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6. An amendment to strike the Recreational (RC) District from the Morton County land use code and 

amend the zoning map.  

a. Summary:  

There are 1088 parcels in Morton County that lie within the Recreational (RC) District, and 
23 parcels (in or along the Missouri River) that have no zoning district currently assigned, 
for a total of 1,111 parcels. Those parcels comprise approximately 56,651 acres.  This is 
far more acreage than is necessary to provide areas for recreational land uses. Of the 
total RC District acreage (includes un-zoned acreage), 4.3% is scheduled to be rezoned to 
Parks and Recreation (PR) District, and 15.3% is scheduled to be rezoned to Open Space 
(Army Corps land).  

 
For the remaining acreage, the RC District is redundant. Meaning that the remaining 
parcels could be just as appropriately (or more appropriately) zoned under an alternate 
existing zoning district, such as Agricultural or Residential. The RC District has become a 

“shell” district that serves no distinct purpose in organizing development in Morton County.      

Public notice letters were sent to each of the 410 unique land owners in the RC District. The 
notice for the hearing for the Recreational District transition was published in the Mandan 

Tribune for two successive weeks prior to the public hearing. Only one public hearing was 
scheduled on this matter - the regular meeting of the Planning & Zoning Commission on 

June 22, 2017. Attendance at the public hearing filled essentially all available seats in 
the commission chambers.    

Staff recommended approval.  

Suggested motion: I move to recommend approval of an amendment to strike the 

Recreational (RC) District from the Morton County Land Use Code and amend the zoning 
map to reassign parcels in the Recreational (RC) District to other districts, as presented by 
staff, as the Recreational (RC) District currently does not forward the interest of promoting 

orderly development within the county. 

b. P&Z Commission Action: recommended approval 
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Recreational Zoning District  

Transition Plan 
 

June, 2017 │ updated from the November, 2016 approved draft

  

Acknowledgement to Daniel Narin, who authored the first draft of this plan.  
Updates and edits completed by Natalie Pierce. 
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INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE  
The Recreational (RC) District is one of the original zoning districts that was established in Morton County 
regulations in 1967. Roughly 89 square miles of land in the county is zoned Recreational (RC) District, 
including most land within 2-3 miles of the Missouri River. Although the Recreational (RC) District was 
intended to be reserved for public recreation, the actual use of this land varies widely from residential 
subdivisions to large-scale agricultural operations. The number of non-conforming uses and the lack of a 
clear identity for the Recreation District can lead to confusion and inconsistent application of land use 
regulations. 

The purpose of this Zoning District Transition Plan is to provide the following: 

1) Background on the Recreational (RC) District. 
2) A rationale for why the district should be withdrawn from the Land Use Code.    
3) A plan for transitioning land within the Recreational (RC) District into more appropriate districts. 

 

RECREATION DISTRICT BACKGROUND 
When Morton County established zoning districts in 1967, designating a district for recreational use was 
common practice in North Dakota. Many other counties and cities had incorporated this concept into their 
zoning ordinances. The North Dakota Health Department promoted the creation of such districts and 
distributed guidelines for environmental and sanitary standards for counties to follow. In Morton County, 
the Recreational (RC) District (initially abbreviated by “B”) was established for most of the land near the 
Missouri River and around impoundments and other state-managed recreational areas in the county. 

Much like Morton County, the City of Bismarck and Burleigh County originally designated most of the land 
along the Missouri River as a recreation zoning district. Fairly early in the process of implementing the 
zoning ordinance, the City of Bismarck encountered confusion over this district. In the early 1970’s, 
Bismarck studied the recreation district and initiated a rezoning of the entire district to either Rural 
Residential (RR) or Agricultural (A), based on the existing character of each parcel. 
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Historic Attempts to Rezone the Recreation District 

Late 1970’s: a “Revisory Committee” was formed to review and recommend changes to the zoning 
regulations and maps. They recommended rezoning most of the existing Recreational (RC) District 
to Agricultural (A) District, with the exception of residential subdivisions and government-owned 
lands. A public notice was drafted in June of 1980, but there is no record of a public hearing on 
the rezoning ever occurring. This attempt to change the zoning map was ultimately unsuccessful. 

1999: the County completed a land use study that recognized the significant amount of non-conforming 
agriculture within the Recreational (RC) District, and recommended: “Add “raising livestock” as a 
permitted use within the Recreation District or rezone the Recreation District along the Missouri 
River as Agricultural District.” This recommendation was one component of a larger package of 
zoning reforms that were discussed over the next few years. These amendments were never 
formally considered in a public hearing, and were not adopted by the Morton County Commission. 

April 13, 2004: The Morton County Commission voted unanimously on to rezone the Recreational (RC) 
District in Township 134 North, Range 79 West, near the confluence of the Cannonball River, to the 
Agriculture (A) District. 

 

Use of Recreation District for Residential Subdivisions 

Private riding stables and animal husbandry have always been allowed in the Residential (R) District, with 
the exact numbers of animals allowed changing over time. At the same time, all farm animals have 
historically been prohibited in the Recreational (RC) District. This interpretation of the zoning regulations 
was supported by an opinion from the Morton County States Attorney dated April 11, 1997.  

Starting in the mid 1990’s, some developers opted to use the Recreational (RC) District for residential 
subdivisions instead of the Residential (R) District, in order to leave the farm animal prohibitions in play. 
This was done instead of developing protective covenants. This had the effect of making the county 
responsible for enforcement of the animal restrictions, rather than a homeowners association. The first 
subdivisions of Entzel’s Acres and Harmon Village were zoned Recreational (RC) District.  

The 1999 Land Use Study noted that this practice creates a dilemma: 

“Although newer subdivisions are being zoned “Recreational” to prohibit farm animals in residential 
neighborhoods, all the land in Morton County along the Missouri River (with the exception of the Hesket 
Industrial District) is zoned Recreational … Although livestock is not listed as a permitted use within this 
district, there are several hundred cattle utilizing this range land. 

The problem is this; if an amendment is made to add livestock as a permitted use within the Recreational 
District, then the subdivisions currently zoned recreational lose their protections from livestock in their 
neighborhoods.” 
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The study recommended creating a new residential zoning district that would disallow farm animals, and 
rezone the recreational district subdivisions to this new district. Although these recommendations were never 
adopted, the practice of using the Recreational (RC) District for residential subdivisions naturally tapered 
off somewhat in the 2000’s. The current practice of the Planning & Zoning Department is to allow new 
residential subdivisions within the Recreational District to remain in the Recreational District because the lots 
that are created by such subdivisions conform to the requirements of the existing (Recreational) zoning 
district.  

RATIONALE FOR TRANSITIONING THE RECREATIONAL (RC) DISTRICT 
When the Recreational (RC) District was established in Morton County Regulations, no general description 
of the district was provided. The regulations stated that only two uses were allowed in the RC District: 
single family dwellings and public recreation areas. The Recreation District functions almost exactly the 
same as the Residential (R) District. The building setback and height restrictions in the Recreational (RC) 
District are the same as that of the Residential (R) District. Historically, the only zoning function the 
Recreational (RC) District has served, has been to restrict horses and other domestic farm animals within 
residential subdivision lots. 

In 2012, the Morton County State’s Attorney requested an opinion from the North Dakota Attorney 
General regarding this zoning function of the Recreational (RC) District. The Attorney General framed the 
problem as such: 

“The Morton County Zoning Commission zoned large areas of land along the Missouri River as 
recreational districts, but that much of the land continued to be used for agricultural purposes … 
recently, the Morton County Commission has received complaints from several landowners living within 
the recreation district who are upset about a neighboring landowner who purchased land within the 
recreational district in 2010 and continues to use this land for agricultural purposes, a use which is not 
allowed in a recreational district by the Morton County Zoning regulations.” 

The Attorney General’s opinion stated that the prohibition of farm animals within the Recreational (RC) 
District violates the North Dakota Century Code and is not enforceable. Because the prohibition of farm 
animals in residential lots was essentially the only purpose that the Recreational District served, the 
Recreational District became a “shell” district with no defined purpose.  

Currently, there are a number of use types that exist within the Recreational District – agriculture and 
ranching, residential lots, cemeteries/church properties, government and institutional land, county parks 
and campgrounds, conservation and Army Corps land, commercial, and industrial uses. As a best-practice, 
all uses within a zoning district should be able to be treated the same. From a regulatory standpoint, if 
there are aspects of “use A” (say a public park) that should be treated differently from “use B” (say a 
residential lot), then the two uses should be placed into separate zoning districts. There is a need to re-
classify the multiple uses within the Recreational District into separate districts so that each type of use can 
be regulated in alignment with other, similar uses.    
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PLAN FOR RECREATIONAL DISTRICT TRANSITION 

Step 1: Adoption of New Zoning Districts 

On May 11, 2017 the Morton County Board of Commissioners approved a set of new zoning districts that 
are needed in the Morton County Land Use Code and which will help facilitate the sun-setting of the 
Recreational (RC) District. The new districts are listed below.  

1) Parks and Recreation (PR) District: for parks and recreational facilities. Applies to Morton County 
parks and can also apply to commercial recreational facilities. Essentially replaces the 
Recreational District and applies across a much smaller area of land within the County. 

2) Public Institutional (PI) District: provides areas for government, quasi-governmental and 
institutional uses whose core function is to serve the public (includes churches and cemeteries).  

3) Rural Commercial (CR) District: allows for commercial uses that are related to a rural setting and 
have a limited impact on the surrounding rural community. Allows for one residence per lot, under 
specific circumstances.   

4) Estate (E) District: is established to provide a zoning classification that allows for the transfer of 
ownership of an agricultural tract that does not meet the acreage minimum to be included in the 
Agricultural (A) District, until such time as the parcel is combined with other lots to meet the 
minimum acreage for the Agricultural (A) District or the parcel is rezoned to another use. 
Residences are not allowed in the Estate District. 

5) Conservation and Open Space (O) District: established to protect the rural character of Morton 
County; viewsheds of community-wide importance; unique geological features, riparian and 
watershed areas; wildlife habitat areas; and other ecologically sensitive areas of Morton County; 
from incompatible development. 

 

Step 2:  Rezone Parcels in Recreational (RC) District to an Appropriate District 

Staff has compiled a suggested schedule of re-zonings for all parcels that currently lie within the 
Recreational District, based on the following methodology: 

1) Tracts of 35 acres or more (and parcels smaller than 35 acres but adjacent to, and functioning as 
part of, a larger farmstead) were scheduled to be rezoned to the Agricultural (A) District, with the 
exception of public lands.  

2) Parcels belonging to the Army Corps of Engineers and ND Game and Fish were scheduled to be 
rezoned to the Conservation and Open Space (O) District and the Parks and Recreation (PR) 
District.  

3) Parcels belonging to the State of North Dakota were scheduled to be rezoned to the Parks and 
Recreation (PR) District, Public Institutional (PI) District, Agricultural (A) District, and Conservation 
and Open Space (O) District as appropriate.  

4) Three parcels belonging to the State Historical Society were scheduled to be rezoned to the 
Conservation and Open Space (O) District (2 parcels) and Public Institutional (PI) District (1 parcel).  

5) Three parcels being used primarily for commercial purposes, as indicated by the current tax 
classification, were scheduled to be rezoned to the Rural Commercial (CR) District. 
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6) A select few parcels that were too small to qualify as residential parcels were scheduled to be 
rezoned to Estate (E) District. 

This plan includes a series of maps which provides a visual representation of the proposed re-zonings. Of 
the 1087 parcels currently in the Recreational (RC) District, 42% are scheduled to be rezoned to 
Agricultural (A) District, 38% are scheduled to be rezoned to Residential (R) District, 11% are scheduled to 
be rezoned to Conservation and Open Space (O) District, 5% are scheduled to be rezoned to Parks and 
Recreation (PR) District, and 3% are scheduled to be rezoned to either the Estate (E) or Rural Commercial 
(CR) Districts (totals 99% due to rounding).  

A rezoning of the Recreational District would follow the same administrative procedure for any other 
rezoning. Following the approval of this Recreational District Transition Plan by County Commission, 
Planning & Zoning staff would post this plan on the Morton County website. Staff would schedule a public 
hearing for the rezoning. A public notice would be published in the official newspaper of Morton County 
for two consecutive weeks prior to a public hearing. A public notice would be sent to all those property 
owners who own land in the Recreational District. In addition to letters sent to landowners, staff will reach 
out to other stakeholders such as the Army Corps of Engineers, ND State Historical Society, and others for 
input. Planning and Zoning Commission would make a recommendation to County Commission and County 
Commission would vote on the final approval/denial of the rezoning.  

The notification letters would:  

1) Provide a short background of the project. 
2) Direct land owners to the online version of this plan. 
3) Inform the recipient as to the proposed new zoning district of their property. 
4) Notify the recipient as to when the public hearing(s) will take place.  
5) Encourage land owners to contact the Planning & Zoning Department if they have questions, 

concerns or suggestions as to the proposed zoning district for their property and/or the transition 
plan in general. 

6) Explain the difference between a Morton County property tax classification and a zoning 
designation and direct questions regarding the effect (if any) of the rezoning on property tax 
classification status to the Tax Director’s office.  

There are approximately 410 unique landowners within the Recreational (RC) District. 
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Crown Butte  

Sweet Briar  
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Ft. Rice Townsite and 
Ft. Rice Campground 
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 ZONING DISTRICTS Article 2 |

 Districts and Boundaries Section 2-010

 Districts Established:   The Board of County Commissioners exercises authority granted (a)
through NDCC Section 11-33-02 to divide the county into districts for the purposes of 
uniformly applying the provisions of this code. The following zoning districts are hereby 
established for certain unincorporated areas of Morton County: 

 

A Agricultural District 
E Estate District 
R Residential District 
RM Residential Multifamily District 
RC Recreational District 
C Commercial District 
CR Rural Commercial District 
I Industrial District 
IL Limited Industrial District 
PI Public Institutional District 
PR Parks and Recreation District 
O Conservation and Open Space District 
 

 Zoning Map:  The location and boundaries of the zoning districts hereby established (b)
under the authority of this Morton County Land Use Code are shown on the Morton 
County Zoning Map, which is made a part of this section. The Morton County Zoning 
Map is contained within the geographical information system (GIS) files on the Morton 
County computer server, and is made publically available through the office of the 
Department of Planning and Zoning. Said digital map file will be regulatory for the 
purposes of administration and enforcement of this code. 

 Rules for Interpretation of Boundaries:  Where uncertainties exist with respect to the (c)
boundaries of the various districts as shown on the zoning map, the following shall 
apply: 

 The district boundaries shall be interpreted as following the centerlines of public (1)
roadways, waterways, or railroad rights-of-way, or property lines. 

 In the case that a boundary does not clearly follow any of the above features, it (2)
shall be interpreted as following the quarter-quarter section boundaries of the 
United States Public Land Survey System. 

 Where the exact location of a zoning district boundary remains uncertain, the (3)
boundary location shall be determined by the Zoning Administrator. 
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 Dimensional Standards:  Uses within the Residential (R) District are subject to the (c)
Dimensional Table in Section 2-210 of this code. 

 Residential Multifamily (RM) District Regulations Section 2-060

In any Residential Multifamily (RM) District the following regulations shall apply: 

 General Description:  A Residential Multifamily (RM) District is established to provide (a)
areas of predominantly residential character, including a greater variety of housing 
types and densities, and only such uses and forms compatible with this purpose. 

 Permitted Uses:  Uses are permitted in the Residential Multifamily (RM) District in (b)
accordance with the Use Table in Section 2-200 of this code, together with any 
accessory uses, buildings, and structures incidental and directly related to the uses 
allowed as permitted and special in this article. 

 Dimensional Standards:  Uses within the Residential Multifamily (RM) District are (c)
subject to the Dimensional Table in Section 2-210 of this code. 

 Recreational (RC) District Regulations Section 2-070

In any Recreational (RC) District the following regulations shall apply: 

 General Description:  A Recreational (RC) District is established to encourage areas of (a)
public recreation without curtailing uses and forms that are reasonably compatible with 
this purpose. 

 Permitted Uses:  Uses are permitted in the Recreational (RC) District in accordance with (b)
the Use Table in Section 2-200 of this code, together with any accessory uses, 
buildings, and structures incidental and directly related to the uses allowed as 
permitted and special in this article. 

 Dimensional Standards:  Uses within the Recreational (RC) District are subject to the (c)
Dimensional Table in Section 2-210 of this code.  

 Commercial (C) District Regulations Section 2-080

In any Commercial (C) District the following regulations shall apply:  

 General Description:  A Commercial (C) District is established to provide areas for (a)
local and regional commercial uses, to further economic development of Morton County 
and facilitate commerce and services. Uses in this district may generate heavy traffic 
volumes and create other impacts that may not be compatible with residential or 
agricultural use. 

 Permitted Uses:  Uses are permitted in the Commercial (C) District in accordance with (b)
the Use Table in Section 2-200 of this code, together with any accessory uses, 
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Section 2-200  |  Use Table  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Zoning Districts 
 

 
 

Use Type (w
ith reference to applicable standards)  

A
 

E 
 

R 
RM

 
RC 

C 
CR 

I 
IL 

PI 
PR 

O
 

 
 

 
A

gricultural Uses 
 

 
 

Farm
ing or Ranching 

P 
P 

 
P 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
Anim

al Feeding O
peration, m

ajor - Section 5-060  
S/C 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Anim
al Feeding O

peration, m
inor - Section 5-060 

P/C 
P/C 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
G

rain Elevator 
S 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

W
inery or Distillery or Brew

ery - Section 5-030  
P/C 

P/C 
 

- 
- 

S/C 
- 

S/C 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Agricultural Recreational Use - Section 5-030  
P/C

 
P/C

 
 

- 
- 

S/C 
- 

S/C 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

G
reenhouse, com

m
ercial 

P 
P 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 

 
 

 
Residential U

ses 
 

 
 

Dw
elling, single fam

ily 
P 

- 
 

P 
P 

P 
- 

P
1 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Dw

elling, m
ultifam

ily 
- 

- 
 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

M
anufactured Hom

e Park - Section 5-140 
S/C 

- 
 

S/C 
S/C 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

G
roup Hom

e 
P 

- 
 

P 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Live-W
ork Unit  

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Bed and Breakfast 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
S 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Tem

porary Crew
 Housing - Section 5-170 

S/C 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

S/C 
- 

S/C 
- 

- 
- 

- 

 
 

 
Com

m
ercial U

ses 
 

 
 

Anim
al Boarding Kennel 

S 
S 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
P 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
Bank 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Fueling Station - Section 5-090  

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
P/C 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Livestock Sales Pavilion 

S 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Hotel 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

- 
S 

- 
- 

- 
O

ffice 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

P 
P 

- 
- 

Parking Lot or Parking G
arage

2 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

                                                 
1 An existing residence, on a lot that is subsequently rezoned to the CR District, is allow

ed. N
ew

 construction of a single fam
ily hom

e on a lot w
ithin the CR District is 

not allow
ed.  

2 O
nly applies to parking facilities that are a principal use. Parking is perm

itted as an accessory use according to Section 4-010 Autom
obile Parking. 
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Zoning Districts 
 

 
 

Use Type (w
ith reference to applicable standards)  

A
 

E 
 

R 
RM

 
RC 

C 
CR 

I 
IL 

PI 
PR 

O
 

Retail, autom
otive 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Retail, farm

 im
plem

ents 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

Retail, general 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Retail, grocery 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Services, personal 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Services, autom
otive repair 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

P 
P 

- 
- 

- 
Services, general repair 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
P 

P 
P 

- 
- 

- 
Sign, outdoor advertising 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Undertaking Establishm

ent - Section 5-070  
S/C 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

 
 

 
A

rts, Entertainm
ent and Recreational Uses 

 
 

 
Adult Entertainm

ent Center - Section 5-020  
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
S/C 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Am
usem

ent Parks / Com
m

ercial Recreation 
S 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P/R 

- 
- 

- 
- 

S 
- 

Arts and Crafts G
allery 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Bar or Tavern 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

S 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Bow

ling Alley 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Drive-in Theater - Section 5-080  
S/C 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
S/C 

- 
S/C 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Event Center – Section 5-230 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P/C 

S/C 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

G
olf Driving Range - Section 5-100 

S/C 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

S/C 
- 

- 
- 

- 
S/C 

- 
Hunting Cabin 

S 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
N

eighborhood Park or Playground 
P 

P 
 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
- 

- 
P 

P 
P/R 

M
arina/Boating Facility 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
P 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
M

iniature G
olf Course - Section 5-100 

S/C 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

S/C 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Pool or Ice Rink, public 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
Race Track 

S 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Restaurant 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
P 

- 
S 

P/R
3 

P/R
3 

- 
Riding Stable / Riding Arena

4 - Section 5-240 
P/R 

P/R 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

P/R 
- 

- 
- 

P/R 
- 

                                                 
3 Perm

itted as an accessory use, conditioned on Zoning Adm
inistrator review

 and approval. 
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Use Type (w
ith reference to applicable standards)  

A
 

E 
 

R 
RM

 
RC 

C 
CR 

I 
IL 

PI 
PR 

O
 

Recreational Vehicle Cam
p - Section 5-150 

S/C 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

S/C 
- 

S/C 
- 

- 
S/C 

- 
Rodeo Arena

5 
S 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Sports Arena 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

S 
- 

- 
- 

Shooting Range 
S 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

S 
- 

Theater 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Trailhead Facility 
P 

P 
 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
P/R 

 
 

 
Institutional Uses 

 
 

 
Cem

etery - Section 5-070 
S/C 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
S/C 

- 
- 

Church 
S 

- 
 

P 
P 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

Com
m

unity Center  
P 

- 
 

- 
- 

P 
P 

P 
- 

S 
P 

P 
- 

Day Care 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

Health Care Facility 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

N
ursing Hom

e or Assisted Living Facility 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

School, college or university 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

School, elem
entary or secondary 

P 
- 

 
P 

P 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

- 
School, technical or trade 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

P 
P 

P 
- 

- 
Police, Fire, or EM

S Station 
P 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
P 

P 
P 

- 
- 

Veterinary Clinic 
S 

S 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

 
 

 
Industrial Uses 

 
 

 
Asphalt, Concrete Batch, or Aggregate Plant 

S 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Contractor Storage Yard 

S 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

P 
S 

- 
- 

- 
Energy Conversion Facility – Section 5-085 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

S/C 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Fertilizer Facility 

S 
S 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Aggregate Extraction and Processing - Section 5-110 

S/C 
S/C 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

P/C 
- 

- 
- 

- 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
4 A riding stable for private use in the Residential District is an accessory “Anim

al Husbandry” use. Any stable or riding arena located in a district other than the 
Residential District m

ust subm
it a site plan to the Zoning Adm

inistrator for review
. 

5 For com
m

ercial use. Rodeo arenas for private use only m
ay be perm

itted by right in the Agricultural (A) District.  
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Section 2-200  |  Use Table  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Zoning Districts 
 

 
 

Use Type (w
ith reference to applicable standards)  

A
 

E 
 

R 
RM

 
RC 

C 
CR 

I 
IL 

PI 
PR 

O
 

Salvage Yard - Section 5-130 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
S/C 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Laboratory, research 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

M
anufacturing, m

ajor  
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

M
anufacturing, m

inor 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

O
il and G

as W
ell 

P 
P 

 
P 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
P 

P 
O

utdoor Storage – Section 5-200 
S/C 

S/C 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

Slaughterhouse 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
S 

- 
- 

- 
- 

W
arehouse, Storage, and W

holesale Distribution 
S 

S 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

Solid W
aste Facility - Section 5-160  

S/C 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

S/C 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Sew

age Treatm
ent Plant 

S 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Storage, fuel 

- 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Telecom

m
unications Facility - Section 5-190  

S/C 
S/C 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

P 
P 

- 
- 

- 
Vehicle Storage, Long-term

 – Section 5-210  
S/C 

S/C 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

Utility, public facility 
P 

P 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

P 
- 

- 
- 

W
ind Energy Facility - Section 5-180 

S/C 
S/C 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 

 
 

 
Transportation-Related U

ses 
 

 
 

Airport - Section 5-040 
S 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Railyard 
- 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Railroad Track 
P 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Transloading Facility 
S 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 
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Zoning Districts 
 

 
 

Use Type (w
ith reference to applicable standards)  

A
 

E 
 

R 
RM

 
RC 

C 
CR 

I 
IL 

PI 
PR 

O
 

 
 

 
A

dditional A
ccessory U

ses 
 

 
 

Accessory Dw
elling Unit - Section 5-010 

S/C 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P/C 

- 
- 

- 
Anim

al Husbandry - Section 5-050  
P 

- 
 

P/C 
P/C 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

At-Hom
e Business - Section 5-120(c) 

S 
- 

 
- 

- 
- 

- 
P/R 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 

Hom
e O

ccupation, M
ajor - Section 5-120(b)  

P/C 
- 

 
S/C 

S/C 
S/C 

- 
- 

P/R 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Hom
e O

ccupation, M
inor - Section 5-120(a)  

P/C 
- 

 
P/C 

P/C 
P/C 

- 
P 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
Hom

e O
ccupation, 2

nd on lot or tract 6 
S/C 

- 
 

S/C 
S/C 

S/C 
- 

P 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

 
 

 
Tem

porary Uses  
 

 
 

Concert or fair  (21 days)  
T 

T 
 

- 
- 

- 
T 

- 
T 

- 
T 

- 
- 

Construction staging area (180 days)  
T 

T 
 

T 
T 

T 
T 

T 
T 

T 
- 

- 
- 

Contractors office (180 days) 
T 

T 
 

T 
T 

T 
T 

T 
T 

T 
- 

- 
- 

Housing for construction project (180 days) 
T 

- 
 

- 
- 

- 
T 

T 
T 

T 
- 

- 
- 

Public or religious m
eeting (60 days) 

T 
T 

 
- 

- 
- 

T 
- 

T 
- 

T 
- 

- 
Sales stand for produce, Christm

as trees, or 
firew

orks (60 days) 7 
T 

T 
 

- 
- 

- 
T 

T 
T 

- 
- 

- 
- 

Any other tem
porary use (180 days) 

S 
S 

 
S 

S 
S 

S 
S 

S 
S 

S 
S 

S 

                                                 
6 A second Hom

e O
ccupation m

ay be either M
inor or M

ajor, but m
ay not be an At-Hom

e Business. 
7 Rum

m
age sales, yard sales, and garages sales do not require any perm

it, subject to Section 5-120(a)(6). 
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Section 2-210  |  Dim

ensional Table 
 

 
 

 
 

Zoning Districts 
 

 
 

Standard 
A

 
E 

R & RM
 

RC 
C 

CR 
I 

IL 
PI 

PR 
O

 

 
M

inim
um

 Dim
ensions for Lots/Tracts Served by Public W

ater and Sanitary Sew
er 

 
 

 
M

inim
um

 Lot/Tract Area (Sq Ft) 
35 acre 

N
A 

7,200  
7,200  

7,200
8 

N
A 

65,000  
65,000  

7,200  
7,200  

N
A 

M
inim

um
 Lot/Tract W

idth (Feet) 
640 

N
A 

60 
60 

60 
N

A 
150 

150 
60 

60 
N

A 
M

inim
um

 Lot/Tract Depth (Feet) 
640 

N
A 

120 
120 

120 
N

A 
150 

150 
120 

120 
N

A 

 
M

inim
um

 Dim
ensions for Lots/Tracts N

ot Served by Public W
ater and Sanitary Sew

er 
 

 
 

M
inim

um
 Lot/Tract Area (Sq Ft)  

35 acre 
65, 000 

65, 000 
65, 000 

80, 000
10 

65, 000
10 

80, 000 
65, 000 

65, 000 
65, 000 

N
o 

m
inim

um
 

M
inim

um
 Lot/Tract W

idth (Feet) 
640 

150 
100 

100 
200 

150 
200 

150 
150 

150 
N

o 
m

inim
um

 

M
inim

um
 Lot/Tract Depth (Feet) 

640 
150 

200 
200 

300 
150 

300 
150 

150 
150 

N
o 

m
inim

um
 

 
M

inim
um

 Building/Structure Setbacks for Lots/Tracts N
ot Served by Public W

ater and Sanitary Sew
er 

 
 

 
Front Yard (Feet) 

60 
40 

40 
40 

40 
40 

50 
25 

40 
40 

40 
Side Yard (Feet) 

15
9 

15
9 

15
9 

15
9 

15
9 

15
9 

15
9 

15
9 

15
9 

15
9 

15
9 

Rear Yard (Feet) 
50

10 
50

10 
50

10 
50

10 
50

10 
50

10 
25 

25 
20 

20 
20 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                 
8 How

ever, a building having one or m
ore party w

alls and a com
m

on roof w
ith one or m

ore sim
ilar buildings but individually ow

ned, m
ay be on any size lot or 

tract as long as the other provisions of this code, including Section 4-010 Autom
obile Parking, sanitation and other provisions are fully com

plied w
ith. 

9 O
r ten (10) percent of the average w

idth of the lot or tract, w
hichever is greater, except that the side yard need not exceed tw

enty five (25) feet. Side yards 
for accessory structures m

ay be less than fifteen (15) feet, but m
ay not be less than ten (10) feet. 

10 How
ever, an accessory building m

ay be less than fifty (50) feet but no less than ten (10) feet from
 the rear property line.  
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Section 2-210  |  Dim

ensional Table 
 

 
 

 
 

Zoning Districts 
 

 
 

Standard 
A

 
E 

R & RM
 

RC 
C 

CR 
I 

IL 
PI 

PR 
O

 

 
O

ther Dim
ensional Standards 

 
 

 

M
axim

um
 Building Height (feet)  

35 or 
2½

 
stories 

35 or 2 
stories 

35
 or 

2½
  

stories 

35 or 
2½

  
stories 

35 or 2 
stories 

35 or 
2½

   
stories 

50 or 4 
stories 11 

35 or 
2½

  
stories 11 

40 or 3 
stories 

35 or 2  
stories 

N
A 

M
axim

um
 Floor Area Ratio 

N
A 

0.30 
0.40 

0.40 
0.50 

0.35 
0.60 

0.60 
0.50 

0.30 
N

A 
M

axim
um

 Building Coverage of Lot 
N

A 
20%

 
30%

 
30%

 
30%

 
25%

 
30%

 
N

A 
30%

 
20%

 
N

A 
M

axim
um

 Im
pervious Surface of Lot 

N
A 

30%
 

N
A 

N
A 

N
A 

N
A 

N
A 

70%
 

N
A 

30%
 

N
A 

                                                  
11 N

o accessory building m
ay exceed tw

o (2) stories, or tw
enty five (25) feet in height. 
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two (2) regular staff. 

 The Planning and Zoning Commission may require the developer to C)
provide a parking study to justify the number of parking spaces shown on 
the site plan, and such a study may be considered in determining the 
number of spaces required for the use. 

 Continuing Character of Obligation:  The schedule of requirements for off-street (c)
parking shall be a continuing obligation of the owner of the real estate on which any 
such structure is located as long as the facilities continue.  It shall be unlawful for an 
owner of any building affected by this regulation to discontinue, change or dispense 
with, or to cause the discontinuance or change of the required vehicle parking or 
loading apart from the discontinuance, sale or transfer of such structure, without 
establishing alternative vehicle parking or loading space which meets with the 
requirements of and is in compliance with this regulation.  It shall be unlawful for any 
firm or corporation to use such building without acquiring such land or other suitable 
land for vehicle parking or loading space. 

 Buffers between Zoning Districts Section 4-020

 Purpose:  The buffer yard requirements are intended to provide separation between (a)
land uses of differing intensity and reduce potential land use conflicts. 

 Applicability:  Buffer yards shall be required between abutting zoning districts as (b)
outlined in this section and shall only be applicable to properties rezoned by petition 
from the land owner through procedures of Section 10-080 after the year 2012. 

 Location of Buffer Yards:  Buffer yards shall be located along the entire length of any (c)
side or rear property line where two or more zoning districts abut as required in the 
Section 4-020(c) Table. Buffer yards may overlap with other required yards or 
building setbacks. No buildings, accessory buildings, parking, or impervious surfaces 
shall be allowed in buffer yards. 

Section 4-020(c) Table  |  Type of Buffer Yard Required 

Proposed 
Zoning 

Existing Adjacent Zoning District 
A or E R or,RM or RC CR C or IL I 

A or E -- Light -- -- -- 
R or,RM or RC -- -- Light Moderate Heavy 
CR -- Light -- Light Moderate 
C or IL -- Moderate Light -- Light 
I -- Heavy Moderate Light -- 

--  =  none required 

 Type of Buffer Yard:  There are three different types of buffer yards that may be (d)
required between zoning districts: “Light”, “Moderate”, and “Heavy”. The Section 4-
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 The center excludes from its premises those persons less than eighteen (18) years (2)
of age. 

 The center displays no signs visible from the exterior of the center except signs (3)
identifying the center as an adult bookstore or adult cinema or both. 

 No materials depicting any of the following shall be visible from the exterior of (4)
the center. 

 Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region; A)
buttocks; or female breasts below point immediately above the top of the 
areola. 

 Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and B)
opaquely covered. 

 Acts of a sexual nature. C)

 Fondling of human genitals, pubic region, buttock or female breasts. D)

 The manager and the owners of the center are registered with the County Sheriff (5)
and have provided him with such information as he reasonably may require with 
respect to their identities, including fingerprints, and prior criminal records, if any. 

 The business premises of the center which are generally open to its patrons are (6)
open equally at the same time without charge to members of the Sheriff's 
Department who may wish to enter thereon, provided the entry is in the course of 
the discharge of the official's duties. 

 The business premises of the center which are generally open to its patrons shall (7)
be closed to its patrons from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. daily, except on Sundays 
from 12:01 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. the following day. 

 Agricultural Recreation Use Section 5-030

An agricultural recreation use combines agricultural production with recreational and/or rural 
commercial use, ancillary to the primary agricultural use. Permitting such uses promotes 
agritourism in Morton County, and the standards in this section encourage compatibility with the 
surrounding environment. 

 Application:  The following uses are declared to be Agricultural Recreation Uses: (a)

 Domestic Winery, as licensed through NDCC Section 5-01-17. (1)

 Domestic Distillery, as licensed through NDCC Section 5-01-19. (2)

 Brewer Taproom, as licensed through NDCC Section 5-01-21. (3)

 U-Pick orchard or farm. (4)

 Truck and flower garden with direct sale to customers. (5)
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 Any farm, ranch, orchard, or greenhouse with a seasonally-recurring ancillary (6)
recreational use and/or direct sale to customers. 

 Permitted Districts:  An agricultural recreation use may be permitted in an Agricultural (b)
(A) District and an Estate (E) District by right, or in a Recreation (RC) District or Rural 
Commercial (CR) District with a special use permit, subject to additional standards in this 
section. 

 Allowable Activities:  The following activities are permitted within any Agricultural (c)
Recreation Use: 

 Farming and ranching. (1)

 Production or manufacture of value-added products derived, in part, from (2)
produce grown on site, or on land within Morton County. 

 Direct sale of any produce grown on site, or on land within Morton County. (3)

 Direct sale of value-added products created on site, or on land within Morton (4)
County. 

 Provision of samples of any product allowable for sale in this section through (5)
tasting rooms or other means. 

 Storage and warehousing of any product allowable for sale in this section. (6)

 Weddings, wedding receptions, or any events relating to the principle agricultural (7)
use at which fewer than two hundred (200) persons are in attendance at any time. 

 Sale of merchandise related to principal use, as allowable by NDCC Sections 5-(8)
01-17 or 5-01-19. 

 Catering related to the principle agricultural use or an allowable event, and (9)
kitchen facilities to support this activity. 

 Hayrides. (10)

 Farm animal viewing and petting. (11)

 Tours of grounds and facilities. (12)

 Seasonal outdoor maze of agricultural origin such as straw bales or corn. (13)

 Exhibits and activities related to the principle agricultural use, as determined by (14)
the Zoning Administrator. 

 Allowable activities by temporary use permit in the Agricultural (A) District, and by (d)
special use permit in the Rural Commercial (CR) District. 

 Weddings, wedding receptions, or any event relating to the principle agricultural (1)
use at which two hundred (200) persons or more are in attendance at any time. 
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22. If no application is required by the Public Service Commission, the special use 
permit application shall substantially conform to the requirements of NDAC 
Chapter 69-06-04. 

 The applicant shall submit any and all materials which constitute a ruling by the (3)
North Dakota Public Service Commission on the proposed energy conversion 
facility. 

 Fueling Station Section 5-090

 Permitted Districts:  A fueling station may be permitted in a Commercial (C) District by (a)
right, a Rural Commercial (CR) District subject to the additional standards of this section, 
or an Industrial (I) District by right, subject to additional standards in this section.  

 Standards:  A fueling station in a Rural Commercial (CR) District shall meet the following (b)
standards: 

 Storage of all gasoline in connection with the service shall be below the surface of (1)
the ground, and that no major engine, body, or other major repair services are 
provided. 

 Golf Driving Range, Miniature Golf Course Section 5-100

 Permitted Districts:  A golf driving range or miniature golf course may be permitted in (a)
an Agricultural (A) District with a special use permit; Commercial (C) District with a 
special use permit; or Industrial (I) Parks and Recreation (PR) District with a special use 
permit. 

 Standards:  A golf driving range or miniature golf course shall meet the following (b)
standards: 

 The area within 500 feet of all boundaries of the lot or tract is not developed in (1)
residence to a greater density than one (1) housing unit per acre 

 Any flood lights used illuminate the premises are so directed and shielded as not (2)
to be an annoyance to any developed residential property. 

 Gravel or Mineral Extraction and Processing Section 5-110

 Permitted Districts:  A gravel or mineral extraction and/or processing use may be (a)
permitted in an Agricultural (A) District and an Estate (E) District with a special use 
permit or Industrial (I) District by right, subject to additional standards in this section. 

 Standards:  A gravel or mineral extraction and/or processing use shall meet the (b)
following standards: 

 Remediation of excavated areas due to the crushing process shall be complete (1)
within six (6) months of termination or abandonment of gravel pit leases. 
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 All access roads from sand and gravel operations to public roads shall be treated (2)
to minimize dust conditions on all parts of such access roads which are located 
within one-fourth (¼) mile of a neighboring dwelling unit.  

 All sand and gravel hauling operations shall be conducted during the hours of (3)
daylight (meaning to 10 p.m. at the latest) except in the case of public or private 
emergency. This condition does not apply to processing of material. 

 Any noxious weeds on site shall be controlled as required by the County Weed (4)
Control Officer. 

 Exemptions:  Morton County, as well as third parties carrying out activities specifically (c)
required under contract(s) with Morton County, shall be exempt from the requirement of 
obtaining a special use permit for gravel or mineral extraction or processing. This 
exemption shall not extend to third party activities that are unrelated to, or external to, 
contractual obligations to Morton County.  

 

 Home Occupation Section 5-120

There are three classes of home occupations allowable as accessory uses, according to the Use 
Table in Section 2-200. 

 Minor Home Occupation (a)

 Purpose:  To establish standards for home occupations that promote compatibility (1)
with the surrounding environment. Due to their incidental and residential nature, 
minor home occupations are relatively common accessory uses which are not easily 
detectable and are not reasonable or desirable to regulate through a special use 
permit. 

 Permitted Districts:  A minor home occupation may be permitted as an accessory (2)
use in an Agricultural (A) District by right, or in a Residential (R) District or 
Residential Multifamily (RM) District by right, or in a Recreation (RC) District by 
right, subject to additional standards in this section. 

 Standards:  A minor home occupation shall meet the following standards: (3)

 The occupation shall be conducted entirely within a dwelling and clearly A)
incidental to the use of the structure for residential purposes. Accessory 
buildings or structures shall not be used for the occupation. 

 Only residents of the dwelling shall be employed by or participate in the B)
occupation. 

 The storage of equipment, products, vehicles, or supplies associated with C)
the occupation shall not occur outside the dwelling. Accessory buildings or 
structures shall not be used for storage. There shall be no display of 
products visible in any manner when viewed from outside the dwelling. 
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 Animal boarding kennels and veterinarian care. B)

 Body art/tattoo and body piercing services. C)

 On-site retail sales or rental. D)

 Day care, group or Day Care Centers (child care services for eight (8) or E)
more children). 

 Bed & breakfast or restaurant. F)

 Medical or dental care. G)

 Rummage sales, yard sales, or garage sales will be permitted provided that no (6)
more than two (2) such sales in any calendar year are held in any one location. 
Rummage, yard or garage sales may be of up to five (5) consecutive days in 
duration. 

 An individual who holds a valid Federal Firearms License (a firearms dealer) shall (7)
be allowed to deal firearms and/or ammunition out of their residence as a minor 
home occupation, abiding by the other provisions of this section. A firearms dealer 
is allowed to deal firearms and/or ammunition in a manner whereby individuals 
may pre-order specific firearms and/or ammunition to be held in the firearms 
dealer’s possession until such time as the firearms dealer tenders them to the 
buyer. The firearms dealer shall be allowed to collect compensation or a sales 
margin for the provision of such service.  

 Only one (1) minor home occupation is allowed as an accessory use.  A special use (8)
permit is required for a second minor home occupation on any one lot or tract. 

 Major Home Occupation (b)

 Purpose:  To establish standards for home occupations that may be appropriate (1)
in an agricultural setting or that may require special consideration for use in a 
residential setting in order to promote compatibility with the surrounding 
environment. 

 Permitted Districts:  A major home occupation may be permitted as an accessory (2)
use in an Agricultural (A) District by right, or in a Residential (R) District or 
Residential Multifamily (RM) District with a special use permit, or in a Recreation 
(RC) District with a special use permit, subject to additional standards in this 
section. 

 Standards:  A home occupation which does not meet the standards for a minor (3)
home occupation but does meet the following standards is declared to be a major 
home occupation: 

 The occupation shall be conducted entirely within a dwelling and/or A)
accessory building and be clearly incidental to the use of the structure for 
residential purposes. 

 The occupation shall be operated by a member of the family residing in B)
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street. There shall be a minimum clearance distance of at least twenty (20) feet 
between adjacent manufactured homes, and between manufactured homes and 
other structures. Provided, however, the minimum side yard shall in no event be 
less than five (5) feet.  

 Conventional Construction Prohibited:  No conventional construction for (11)
residential purposes shall be permitted on any lot in a manufactured home park 
except buildings permitted as an accessory or incidental use of the manufactured 
home.  

 Additions Prohibited:  No additions shall be attached to the manufactured home (12)
unless it is manufactured as a component or auxiliary part of the home, nor shall 
any manufactured home be attached to any existing structure.  

 Central Water and Sewer:  No manufactured home shall be permitted to occupy (13)
any lot in any manufactured home park unless the same is equipped with a central 
water and sewer system, providing both hot and cold water facilities for family 
use, including but not limited to kitchen washing facilities, and a flush toilet and 
bath or shower.  

 Utilities:  No manufactured home shall be occupied until the same is connected to (14)
a central sewer and water system approved by the North Dakota Department of 
Health, and served with central station electricity for artificial lighting and to 
serve electrical equipment used in the manufactured home.  

 Street Access:  A maximum of two (2) entrance streets which connect the internal (15)
streets of a manufactured home park to a public street should be provided in 
order to control the flow of traffic from the park on to the public street.  

 Storage Facilities:  If the manufactured home does not so provide, the owner of (16)
each manufactured home shall provide storage facilities on the lot with ample 
space for the storage of equipment such as rakes, shovels, garden hoes, lawn 
chairs and other similar items. Nothing whatsoever shall be stored under any 
manufactured home in a manufactured home park.  

 Fuel Storage:  No above ground storage or distribution of fuel for heating shall (17)
be permitted. No liquid petroleum gas (LPG) or fuel oil container shall be placed 
inside or beneath any manufactured home, storage cabinet, carport or other 
structure.  

 Recreational Vehicle Camp  Section 5-150

 Permitted Districts:  A recreational vehicle camp may be permitted in an Agricultural (a)
(A) District with a special use permit, in a Commercial (C) District with a special use 
permit, in a Parks and Recreation (PR) District with a special use permit, and in an 
Industrial (I) District with a special use permit, subject to additional standards in this 
section. 

 Standards:  A recreational vehicle camp shall meet the following standards: (b)
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(see Section 12 “Retail, Farm Implements”). 

 Storage of operational farming equipment, used specifically for farming D)
and/or ranching purposes by the landowner or lessee. 

 Parking of Recreational Vehicles in camps or campgrounds that have E)
been approved by the State Health Department and/or Morton County.   

 Storage of personal vehicles on one’s own land for any length of time F)
shall not be considered Long-Term Vehicle Storage unless more than 
twenty (20) vehicles in the Agricultural District or ten (10) vehicles in the 
Residential and Recreational Districts are stored outdoors on the 
property. Personal vehicles stored within fully enclosed structures need not 
be counted toward the vehicle maximums. Personal vehicles shall be 
understood to mean vehicles registered to the property owner, leased or 
titled in the property owner’s name. Vehicles not required to be 
registered by the State of North Dakota need not be registered.   

 Standards:  Long-Term Vehicle Storage shall meet the following standards: (d)

 All operations shall be located within a fully enclosed structure or screened from (1)
public rights-of-way and from the view of R (Residential) and RM (Residential 
Multifamily) Districts by a compact evergreen or equivalent hedge, or opaque 
barrier – of uniform material, design, and color – not less than six (6) feet in 
height.  

 All internal parking areas and driveways shall be paved with concrete, asphalt, (2)
gravel, or scoria. If gravel is used as a paving material, gravel depth must be 
maintained at a minimum of 4 inches on parking areas and 6 inches on driveways. 
Gravel driveways leading to public rights of way must extend to within 60 feet 
(or closer) of the centerline of each right of way.   

 Driveways shall not exceed a maximum grade of 6 percent as measured along (3)
the driveway centerline. Parking areas shall have a minimum grade of 2 percent 
and a maximum grade of 6 percent, measured in any direction. 

 Parking configuration for stored vehicles shall be arranged into orderly rows.  (4)

 Vehicle storage facilities shall not be used for the storage of vehicle parts, (5)
salvage vehicles, trash, or junk. 

 No individual(s) shall be allowed to reside, for any length of time, in a (6)
recreational vehicle or other vehicle that is stored under the provisions of this 
section. 

 Farm Worker Dwelling Unit/Facility (FWDU/F) Section 5-220

 Permitted Districts:  farm worker dwelling units and farm worker dwelling facilities are (a)
permitted in the Agricultural District and in the Recreational District by special use 
permit. 
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: June 27, 2017 

PREPARATION DATE: June 22, 2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: State’s Attorney 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Allen Koppy 

PRESENTER: Brian Grosinger 

SUBJECT: Cendak/Morton County 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:    Request for executive session 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  n/a 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  none 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  none at present 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  none 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: n/a 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  n/a 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION:  n/a 
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: June 27, 2017 

PREPARATION DATE: June 22, 2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Supt of Schools 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: D. Ekstrom 

PRESENTER: Dawn Rhone 

SUBJECT: 

 

Appointment of Board, 

School Reorganization Committee 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   Appointment of individual for 3 year term 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Every county is mandated to have a School District Reorganization & Annexation 

Committee in place in the event a school district in their county desires to make a change in their boundaries or 

reorganize.  The appointment to this committee is for a 3-year term.  I am requesting the Commission confirm 

the appointment of: 

   

      Dennis Gustin, Mandan to a 3-year term ending in 2020. 

 

Robyn Thiel’s term will expire in 2017.  It is my intent to ask her to continue and serve a second 3-year term.  

However, she is out of state until next week and so I will contact her and, if she is willing to serve another 

term, as for her appointment at the July commission meeting.   

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   none 

 

STAFF IMPACT:   none 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: : I move that Dennis Gustin be appointed to a 3 year term on the Morton County 

School Reorganization Committee beginning on July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2020. 
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE:  JUNE 27, 2017 

PREPARATION DATE:   JUNE 22, 

2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: 

SUPT. OF SCHOOLS 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: D. 

EKSTROM 

PRESENTER: 

SUBJECT:SCHOOL 

REORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  Appointment of individual for 3 year term 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

Every county is mandated to have a School District Reorganization & Annexation Committee in place in the 

event a school district in their county desires to make a change in their boundaries or reorganize.  The 

appointment to this committee is for a 3-year term.  I am requesting the Commission confirm the appointment 

of: 

   

      Robyn Thiel, Mandan to a 3-year term ending in 2020. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  none 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  none 

    

LEGAL REVIEW:  N/A  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: I move that Robyn Thiel be appointed to a 3 year term on the Morton County School 

Reorganization Committee beginning on July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2020. 






