
   

   

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda    

   

June 10, 2019  

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    

5:30 PM      

   

  Call to order         

             Roll Call   

             Approval of Agenda   

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Buckley 

 

 

 

1. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 

 Appointment of Morton County School Reorganization (2 appointments for a 3 year terms expiring 6/30/2021) 

 Appointment of the Morton County Social Service Board (1 appointment for a 3 year term expiring 7/1/2022) 

 Appointment of the Morton County Park Board ( 3 appointments for a 3 year term expiring 6/30/2022) 

 Appointment of the Lower Heart Water Resource District Board (unexpired term which expires on 12/31/2020) 

 

5:30 Public Hearing 

  Morton County Social Services – Resolution to combine as a zone with Grant and Sioux Counties 

 

6pm Public Hearing 

  Morton County 2019 Board of Equalization 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   



MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 

May 28, 2019 

 

The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on May 28, 2019 

at 5:30 PM by Chairman Strinden at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 

Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Schulz, Leingang, Buckley and 

Zachmeier, Auditor Rhone and States Attorney Koppy.   

 

Schulz moved and Leingang seconded to approve the agenda with changes.  All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to approve the minutes of the May9, 2019 meeting.  All 

voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Leingang seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Leingang moved and Schulz seconded to approve abatements #5257-5261. All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

 

Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to pay the $200 registration fee for 4-H shooting 

sports members Ben Niemuth and ShiAnne Boehm to attend the National 4-H Shooting Sports 

Championship.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

6:00 PM - Chairman Strinden opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance 2019-1 regarding the 

issuance of sales tax revenue bonds to finance the renovation of the former detention space. 

 

6:02 PM – Chairman Strinden closed the Public Hearing on Ordinance 2019-1. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to approve Ordinance #2019-1, an ordinance authorizing 

the issuance of up to $3,000,000 of sales tax revenue bonds to finance the renovation of the 

former detention space.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Buckley moved and Schulz seconded to approve the Resolution relating to the issuance of 

bonds and the reimbursement of certain expenditures.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the Special Use Permit for accessory 

dwelling unit on approx. 160 acres in the SW ¼ of Section 8, T134N, R81W with the following 

conditions: 

1. The accessory dwelling unit shall be numbered with the address number. 

2. The applicant shall install a permanent sign or placard that displays the house 

number of the accessory dwelling unit at the intersection of 23rd Ave and the north 

section line of section8.  The sign should be oriented toward traffic coming south on 

23rd Ave. 

  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Leingang seconded to approve the short-form subdivision known as Replat of 

Lots 12 & 13, Block 1, River Place 5th Subdivision on approx. 3.49 acres in the SE ¼ of Section 16, 

T140N, R81W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve a short-form subdivision known as Norton 

subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) to Residential (R) on approx. 30 

acres in the NE ¼ of Section 31, T139N, R84W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve a short-form subdivision known as Cofer 

Subdivision on approx. 2.47 acres in the SE ¼ of Section 8, T 139N, R 85W.  All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to approve a short-form subdivision knows as the 

Schauer Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) to Residential (R) on 

approx. 14.35 acres located in the SE ¼ of Section 35, Township 140N, Range 82W as the 

Morton County Commission is authorized to adjust the application or enforcements of any 

provision of a resolution hereunder in any specific case if a literal enforcement of such a 

provision would result in great practical difficulties, unnecessary hardship or injustice as 

authorized NDCC  11-33.2-08, with the following conditions 

1. Plat shall include the pipeline location without easement 

2. Signage shall be located at the edge of the pipeline notifying everyone that the 

pipeline is located nearby and special rules may apply 

3. Driveway improvements to allow for safe passage over the pipeline shall be 

permanent. 

All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to approve the zoning map amendment from Commercial 

(C) to Agricultural (A) and a special use permit to allow for a telecommunications tower on 

approx. 148 acres located in the NW ¼ of Section 15, T139N, R 88W.  All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Leingang moved and Buckley seconded to authorize the County Engineer to execute a gravel pit 

lease located in the South ½ of Section 3, T139, R86 at $2/yard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to change the County Meal & Lodging Reimbursement 

Policy to not allow for the reimbursement of tips for meals or other expenses.  Voting aye: 

Zachmeier, Schulz, Strinden, Leingang; voting nay: Buckley.  Motion carried. 

 

The total of all county funds expended from May 10, 2019 through May 28, 2019 equals 

$1,177,133.41. 

  

A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during 

regular business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 

 

Leingang moved and Schulz seconded to adjourn at 7:14 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Bruce Strinden, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 

 

Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  









 

MORTON COUNTY AUXILIARY BOARD 
APPLICATION FORM 

 
 
 
 
 

Name: ​Del Wetsch 
 
Address: ​2585 Abbott Lane North     Mandan, ND 8554 
 
Home Phone: ​701-663-3831 ​Work Phone: ​701-751-2983 
 
Email: dwetsch@gmail.com 
 
Board or Commission on which you prefer to serve​: 
 

Morton County Social Service Board 
 
List below the skills or qualifications you could bring to this Board or Commission: 
 
Served on the Morton County Social Service Board for over 25 years familiar with the 
services and programs. Have worked with snap and some of the other programs thru 
retail experience 
 
If you have any special interest or reason for serving on this Board or Commission, please explain below​. 
always believe we are here to help and serve 
Principal Occupation/Source of Income (check one) 
 

 

 
List the name of each business or trust that is NOT the principal source of income, in which you 
have a financial interest: none 
 
List below the associations or institutions with which you are closely associated, or serve as a 
director or officer: Mandan Progress Organization Executive Director, Heritage Plaza 
Foundation Board of Directors 
 
 
 
 
Signature: __Del Wetsch_________________Date: June 7, 2019_______________ 
 
Please return application to: Dawn R Rhone, Morton County Auditor – 210 2​nd​ Ave NW – Mandan, ND  58554 







MORTON COUNTY AUXILIARY BOARD 

APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

 

 

 

Name: Jamie Wetsch  

 

Address: 3420 Hwy 25 

 

Home Phone: 701.400.8299 Work Phone: Click here to enter text. 

 

Email: jamie@wetsch.org 

 

Board or Commission on which you prefer to serve: 

 

Morton County Park Board 

 

List below the skills or qualifications you could bring to this Board or Commission: 

 

Served as Park Board Chair since 2013, and served on Water Resource District since 2011.  

Heavily involved in the development of Harmon Lake since 2008. 

 

If you have any special interest or reason for serving on this Board or Commission, please explain below. 
I would like to continue helping Morton Parks provide first class facilities to the county residents. 

 

Principal Occupation/Source of Income (check one) 

 

Farmer Military Investor/Retired Clerical & Sales

Laborer Craftsman Business Owner Professional

Government Student Other
 

 

List the name of each business or trust that is NOT the principal source of income, in which you 

have a financial interest: 

Click here to enter text. 

 

List below the associations or institutions with which you are closely associated, or serve as a 

director or officer: 

Click here to enter text. 

                 
Signature: ____________________________________   Date: _____7-Jun-19___________ 
Please return application to: Dawn R Rhone, Morton County Auditor – 210 2nd Ave NW – Mandan, ND  58554 



MORTON COUNTY AUXILIARY BOARD 
APPLICATION FORM 

 
 
 
 
 

Name: Shauna Laber  
 
Address: 605 1st St NE, Mandan, ND 58554 
 
Home Phone: 701-390-3601 Work Phone: Click here to enter text. 
 
Email: slaber@bepc.com or jrlaber@aol.com 
 
Board or Commission on which you prefer to serve: 

The Lower Heart River Water Resource District Board 
 
List below the skills or qualifications you could bring to this Board or Commission: 
 
It would be an honor and privilege to serve on the Morton County LHWRD board as a water Manager.  I 
would devote the time and effort necessary to consider the unique and complex water management 
issues that are specific to the Heart River as it runs through Morton County and the City of Mandan to 
make logical and succinct recommendations to protect our area from flooding.  
 
I have extensive professional experience in land use, title, easement negotiation and project planning, 
including interviewing contractors, contractor management, scope of work building and holding 
contractors accountable for the commitments made to build large scale projects on time and within 
budget.  I understand how to read engineered drawings, participated in the City of Mandan’s study of 
our regional Strom Water Plan, and have discussed and worked through many water management 
issues in our area as a result of my experience on the planning and zoning boards.   I have the 
appropriate educational and professional background that will lend itself well to the work ahead as an 
integral part of this board. 
 
If you have any special interest or reason for serving on this Board or Commission, please explain below. 
 I am very interested in serving on this board to continue to learn and address our regional levee and drainage 
issues as well as work with the state, federal and local governmental authorities to ensure comprehensive planning 
and funding to address the issues present.  
 
Principal Occupation/Source of Income (check one) 
 

Farmer Military Investor/Retired Clerical & Sales

Laborer Craftsman Business Owner Professional

Government Student Other  
 
List the name of each business or trust that is NOT the principal source of income, in which you 
have a financial interest: 
None 
 

mailto:slaber@bepc.com


List below the associations or institutions with which you are closely associated, or serve as a 
director or officer: 
Prevent Child Abuse North Dakota 
Morton County Planning and Zoning Commission 
Mandan Planning and Zoning Commission 
Mandan Public Schools - Policy and Personnel Committee 
Bis-Man Transit 
 

 
Signature: ____________________________________   Date:  05/26/2019 
 
Please return application to: Dawn R Rhone, Morton County Auditor – 210 2nd Ave NW – Mandan, ND  58554 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE:  MAY 28, 2019  
PREPARATION DATE: MAY 23, 2019   
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: MCSS  
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DENNIS 

MEIER  
PRESENTER: DENNIS MEIER  
SUBJECT:  HUMAN SERVICE ZONE 

DEVELPMENT  
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  Approval of resolution to develop tri-county zone incorporating Morton, Grant and 

Sioux Counties into one human service zone. 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: Per Senate Bill 2124, counties in ND are required to enter into an 

agreement with deemed appropriate counties for the development of a human service zone.  This agreement 

needs to be developed and submitted to the ND Department of Human Services no later than December 1, 2019. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Resolution 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Beginning in 2021, the budget for each human service zone will be provided to the host 

county of each zone.  The budget will be based on prior year’s expenditures and case numbers of each 

zone/county.  

 

STAFF IMPACT:  The bill explains there will be no reduction in force but job duties may change depending on 

needs of the human service zone.    

 

LEGAL REVIEW: Yes 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  It is my opinion, combining Morton, Grant and Sioux Counties into one zone is in 

the best interest of the citizens of all three counties.  This is also supported by the leadership of Grant and 

Sioux Counties.   
 

SUGGESTED MOTION:  Move to approve the resolution supporting Morton, Grant and Sioux Counties 

incorporating into a human service zone.   

Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414



MORTON COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

RESOLUTION TO FORM JOINT TRI-COUNTY HUMAN SERVICE ZONE 
 

WHEREAS, Morton County, North Dakota (the "County"), has determined it necessary 

to combine with Grant County, North Dakota and Sioux County, North Dakota for the formation 

of a Human Service Zone pursuant the forthcoming Statutory Changes to be made pursuant the 

provisions of the North Dakota Legislature’s Emergency Bill SB2124; and  

WHEREAS, The County must create an agreement and plan for the administration of 

Human Services within the designated area of Morton, Grant, and Sioux Counties, to be 

submitted to the North Dakota Department of Human Services; and 

WHEREAS, the County, through its Board of County Commissioners (the 

"Commission"), determines that it is in the best interests of the County to enter into an 

agreement with Grant County, North Dakota and Sioux County, North Dakota for the purpose of 

setting forth the Plan for the Human Service zone;  

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the governing body of the County as follows:  

The Commission hereby acknowledge their commitment to create an agreement with the 

Governing Bodies of Grant County, North Dakota and Sioux County, North Dakota, to develop, 

establish, and administer a Human Service Zone comprised of the three counties, to the benefit 

of the individuals they serve.  

 

Dated: _______________________, 2019.  

MORTON COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA  

 

Attest:  
_______________________________ ______________________________ 

Chairman      County Auditor  

 

The governing body of the County acted on the foregoing resolution at a properly noticed 

meeting held in Mandan, North Dakota, on ___________________, 2019, with the motion for 

adoption made by ___________________ and seconded by __________________, and the roll 

call vote on the motion was as follows:  

"Aye" ________________________________________________________________________  

"Nay" ________________________________________________________________________  

Abstain _______________________________________________________________________  

Absent________________________________________________________________________ 
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Morton County 2019 Assessments

TOTAL FOR MORTON COUNTY

2019 2018 Change

2019 New 

Construction

2019 % of 

Increase due to 

New 

Construction

2019 % of 

increase Less 

New 

Construction

Agricultural 412,816,100$                402,005,700$                     2.69%

Residential 2,073,402,181$             1,995,322,382$                  3.91%

Commercial 997,313,200$                921,966,800$                     8.17%

Total  3,483,533,500$             3,319,296,900$                  4.95% 74,708,600$     2.25% 2.70%

City of Mandan 2,078,906,800$             2,016,744,600$                  3.08%

City of Almont 5,125,000$                     5,100,400$                          0.48%

City of Flasher 10,938,300$                   11,011,400$                        -0.66%

City of Glen Ullin 35,698,600$                   34,315,100$                        4.03%

City of Hebron 35,640,400$                   34,405,900$                        3.59%

City of New Salem 56,542,600$                   53,820,900$                        5.06%

Captains Landing 18,950,000$                   18,873,800$                        0.40%

Unorganized Townships 1,241,731,800$             1,145,024,800$                  8.45%


