
 

 

 

 

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda  

 

January 24, 2017 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2
nd

 Ave NW, Mandan ND 

5:30 PM  

 

Call to order   

             Roll Call 

             Approval of Agenda 

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings 

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Boehm 

 

 

1. Wendy Bent/Human Resource Director 

• Requesting Replacement of Office Assistant III – Social Services Dept 

• States Attorney Office – Vacancy Announcement (additional support requested) 

• Buildings and Grounds Dept. – Vacancy Announcement (replacement of maintenance worker) 

 

2. Linda Morris/Tax Director 

• Abatements for the boards consideration 

 

3. Dawn Rhone/County Auditor 

• Appointment of Planning & Zoning Member 

• Apartment Building HUD Contract 

• Acceptance of Court Facilities Improvement Grant 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY. 



MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
January 12, 2017 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on January 12, 2017 
at 5:30 PM by Chairman Schulz at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, 
North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Leingang, Zachmeier and Strinden, Auditor Rhone, 
States Attorney Koppy and Assistant States Attorney Grosinger.  Absent was Commissioner Boehm. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Strinden seconded to approve the minutes of the December 29, 2016 meeting.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Strinden seconded to approve bills.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Chairman Schulz released the chair for reorganization of the Board of Commission to Auditor Rhone.  
 
Rhone called for nominations for Chairman.  
 
Leingang nominated Schulz for Chairman.  
  
Strinden moved and Zachmeier seconded to cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Schulz.  
All voting aye, motion carried.                            
 
Rhone released the chair to Chairman Schulz.  

Schulz called for nominations for Vice-Chairman. 

Leingang nominated Strinden for Vice-Chairman. 
 
Leingang moved and Zachmeier seconded to cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for 
Strinden for Vice-Chairman.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Strinden seconded to authorize filling one full-time and one temporary position in 
the Highway Department. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to approve reassessment abatements #4928-4929 and 
Homestead Credit abatements #4930-4947.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Leingang seconded to ratify the Morton County Disaster Declaration that was signed 
by Chairman Schulz on January 5, 2017.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the list of depositories as presented by Treasurer 
Lippert.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Strinden seconded to approve the Pledges of Securities as presented by 
Treasurer Lippert.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Strinden moved and Zachmeier seconded to appoint Captain Woodall to the Coordinated Regional 
Interoperability Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from December 30, 2016 through January 12, 2017, equals 
$8,634,613.49. 
  
A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular 
business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Leingang moved and Zachmeier seconded to adjourn at 5:55 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Cody Schulz, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: January 24, 2017 

PREPARATION DATE: January 20, 2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Morton County Social Services 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Dennis Meier, MCSS Director 

PRESENTER: Wendy Bent, Morton County Human Resources 

SUBJECT: Office Assistant III (Fulltime Status) 

  
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   

 

The Morton County Social Services Department, Technical Support Unit, received a resignation notice which 

was unexpected.      

   

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  

 

This is a full-time employee who will be transitioning to another public agency.  Last day of employment will 

be 2/10/2017. 

 

There are no feasible alternatives that would efficiently fill this void once the position is vacated.   

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

No attachments provided 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

There is no fiscal impact by refilling this position.  This position is currently supported by the 2017 Morton 

County Social Service Budget.  

 

STAFF IMPACT:  

  

This position is vital for the day to day operation of the Morton County Social Services Clerical Unit.      
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  

 

This was not presented to the States Attorney’s Office.  A legal review is unnecessary. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 



Page 2 of 2 

 

It is my recommendation to approve replacing this vacant position as it is a budgeted position that is essential 
for the daily operation of MCSS. 
 
 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: 
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARATION DATE: January 27, 2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: 

Human Resources on Behalf of States 

Attorney’s Office 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Allen Koppy / Brian Grosinger 

PRESENTER: Wendy Bent 

SUBJECT: Additional Position 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   

In January, the States Attorney Office staff have been reduced by two full-time employees.  One is on 

a 3 month leave and the second position is currently on Administrative Leave.   

 

For one of the positions, we do have a Legal Assistant who works for the office temporarily who will 

continue to fill-in in a larger capacity.   

 

For the second position, we will use the recently reclassified receptionist to serve as a Legal Assistant 

who will assist in filling the void.   

 

In the interim, we need an unbudgeted position to serve as a receptionist.  The request for staffing may 

likely increase as we assess the current workload of the office. 

 

As an update, we have extended an offer Austin Gunderson, contingent upon passing the bar in 

February to fill our 4
th
 Assistant States Attorney position.  He has worked as a temporary employee 

with us since the summer and we have benefited greatly by his onboarding. 

 

We have interviews on April 26
th
 to fill our fifth attorney position.  We are optimistic with the 

credentials of the candidate pool.   

 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  

 

Due to the significant demand, we are continually seeking avenues to successfully complete the 

workload. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

There are no attachments. 
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FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

This is a non-budgeted position so there would be an impact to the budget. 

 

STAFF IMPACT:   

 

The additional support will be a welcome sight for the current staff. 

 

LEGAL REVIEW:  

 

The legal team has approved this request in concensus. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 

It is my recommendation for us to offer support to our staff during times of extreme demand. 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

 

I motion for the County Commission to approve the vacancy request for a Legal Secretary position. 
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARATION DATE: January 27, 2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: 

Human Resources on Behalf of 

Buildings and Grounds 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Jake Achtenberg / Dawn Rhone 

PRESENTER: Wendy Bent 

SUBJECT: Re-placement Position 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   

We are seeking to replace a part-time janitor for the Buildings and Grounds Department.   The current janitor 

was promoted into a Public Service Technician position within our County which leaves a vacated position in 

the B&G Department. 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  

This position is assigned to the County Courthouse.   

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

There are no attachments. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

This is a budgeted position so there would not be a negative impact to the budget. 

 

STAFF IMPACT:   

 

  

LEGAL REVIEW:  

The legal team did not review this request. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   

It is my recommendation to approve the request. 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

I motion for the County Commission to approve the vacancy request for a janitor position in the Buildings and 

Grounds Department. 
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Morton County Commission

Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 

MEETING DATE:   1/20/2017 

PREPARATION DATE:  1/24//2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 

PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 

SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS# 4954 - 4960 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENTS 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: N/A 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  N/A 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  NONE—CREDIT TAX REIMBURSED BY THE STATE 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 4954 through 4960 AS 

APPLICANTS ALL QUALIFY FOR HOMESTEAD CREDIT: 

 

4954 HMSTD CRDT  640288000 WAHL   218 WEST ST S HB  

4955 HMSTD CRDT  620222000 ZINS  119 2ND AVE E FL 

4956 HMSTD CRDT  650218118 JOHNSON 131 3RD AVE SE #304 MD  

4957 HMSTD CRDT  660238000 FREIDT  116 N 8TH ST NS  

4958 HMSTD CRDT  650218101 DOLL  131 3RD AVE SE MD  

4959 HMSTD CRDT  600460000 RENNER 7245 CO RD 140 HB  

4960 HMSTD CRDT  660088000 OST  210 N 6TH ST NS 

 

MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE ABATEMENTS AS PRESENTED 
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210 2nd Ave NW

Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414
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MEETING DATE:   1/24/2017 

PREPARATION DATE:  1/20/2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 

PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 

SUBJECT: ABATEMENT # 4950 -4952 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   ABATEMENT 4950 ON PARCEL 100019100 TAXPAYER BERGER, 6052 
HWY 6, ALMONT, ABATEMENT 4951 ON PARCEL 1000190000 TAXPAYER BERGER, 6050 HWY 6, 
ALMONT, AND ABATEMENT 4952 ON PARCEL 330003000 TAXPAYER MEUCHEL, 3740 CO RD 138, 
NEW SALEM, ARE TAXPAYERS QUALIFYING FOR THE FARM RESIDENCE EXEMPTION.  
 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: THE THREE APPLICANTS QUALIFY FOR THE FARM 
RESIDENCE EXEMPTION ON THE RESIDENCE VALUE LOCATED ON A FARM. THE REDUCTION 
OF $38,200 RESIDENTIAL MARKET VALUE ON EACH OF THE THREE PARCELS FOR THE TAX 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 2016. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  N/A 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  REDUCTION OF TAXES APPROXIMATELY $750 
 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 4950, 4951, AND 4952 AS 
APPLICANTS QUALIFY AS FARM RESIDENCE EXEMPT. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE ABATEMENTS AS PRESENTED 
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MEETING DATE:   1/24/2017 

PREPARATION DATE:  1/20/2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 

PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 

SUBJECT: ABATEMENT # 4953 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   ABATEMENT ON PARCEL 652604000 
 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: REASSESSMENT ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
510 2ND ST NE, MANDAN. E ½ LOT 6 BLOCK 31 MANDAN PROPER. REDUCTION OF THE 2016 
MARKET VALUE DUE TO THE CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  N/A 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  REDUCTION OF $22, 800 IN MARKET VALUE EQUALING APPROX. $750 
 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  RECOMMEND APPROVAL AS ABATEMENT #4953 WAS APPROVED BY 
CITY OF MANDAN ON JANUARY 17, 2017. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE ABATEMENT AS PRESENTED 
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MEETING DATE:   1/24/2017 

PREPARATION DATE:  1/20/2017 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 

PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 

SUBJECT: ABATEMENT # 4948 AND 4949 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   ABATEMENTS ON PARCELS 650054000 AS TAXPAYER QUALIFY FOR 

DISABLED VETERAN CREDIT 908 6
TH
 ST NW, MANDAN, ND 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: QUALIFY FOR CREDIT FOR THE ASSESSMENT YEAR 2015 

AND 2016 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  N/A 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  TAX DOLLARS WILL BE REIMBURSED THROUGH THE STATE. 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS AS APPLICANT QUALIFIES 

FOR THE CREDIT REIMBURSED THROUGH THE STATE. 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE ABATEMENTS AS PRESENTED 



DATE: 12/22/16

TO: MORTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FROM: LINDA MORRIS, MORTON COUNTY TAX DIRECTOR

RE: DECEMBER 26, 2016 ABATEMENTS 

TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED REASON FOR APPROVED 

YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE ABATEMENT BY CITY 

2015 4948 DIS VET CRDT 650054000 $148,400 BALKOWITSCH   $148,400 906 6TH ST NW MD -$                   DIS VET CRDT 1/17/2017

2016 4949 DIS VET CRDT 650054000 $160,400 BALKOWITSCH   $160,400 906 6TH ST NW MD -$                   DIS VET CRDT 1/17/2017

2016 4950 FARM RES 100019100 $40,000 BERGER $1,800 6052 HWY 6 AN 38,200.00$        FARM RES 

2016 4951 FARM RES 100019000 $87,000 BERGER $48,800 6050 HWY 6 AN 38,200.00$        FARM RES 

2016 4952 FARM RES 330003000 $151,600 MEUCHEL    $113,400 3740 CO RD 138 NS 38,200.00$        FARM RES 

2016 4953 REASSESSED 652604000 $151,700 BERGER $128,900 510 2ND ST NE MD 22,800.00$        REASSESSED 1/17/2017

2016 4954 HMSTD CRDT 640288000 $32,400 WAHL  $32,400 218 WEST ST S HB -$                   HMSTD CRDT 

2016 4955 HMSTD CRDT 620222000 $80,900 ZINS $80,900 119 2ND AVE E FL -$                   HMSTD CRDT 

2016 4956 HMSTD CRDT 650218118 $150,500 JOHNSON $150,500 131 3RD AVE SE #304 MD -$                   HMSTD CRDT 

2016 4957 HMSTD CRDT 660238000 $136,700 FREIDT $136,700 116 N 8TH ST NS -$                   HMSTD CRDT 

2016 4958 HMSTD CRDT 650218101 $144,700 DOLL $144,700 131 3RD AVE SE MD -$                   HMSTD CRDT 

2016 4959 HMSTD CRDT 600460000 $75,300 RENNER $75,300 7245 CO RD 140 HB -$                   HMSTD CRDT 

2016 4960 HMSTD CRDT 660088000 $48,600 OST $48,600 210 N 6TH ST NS -$                   HMSTD CRDT 

OWNER








