
   

   

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda    

   

January 10, 2019  

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    

5:30 PM      

   

  Call to order         

             Roll Call   

             Approval of Agenda   

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Strinden 

 

 

1. Reorganization of County Commission Board – election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 

 

 

2. Joseph Roberson-Kitzman/Transportation Planner, Bismarck-Mandan Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 Bismarck – Mandan Regional Freight Study 

 

 

3. Linda Morris/MC Tax Director 

 Abatements for Board Consideration 

 2019 AG Land Value 

 2019 Board of Equalization Schedule Date and Time 

 2019 Update Building Inspectors Contract 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   



MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 

December 27, 2018 

 

The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on December 27, 2018 

at 5:30 PM by Chairman Strinden at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 

Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Schulz and Buckley, 

Auditor Rhone, States Attorney Koppy and Assistant States Attorney Grosinger. Absent was 

Commissioner Leingang. 

 

Buckley moved and Schulz seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2018 

meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to approve the request for out of state travel for 

Emergency Manager Doering and Cody Mattson to attend a South Dakota Office of Emergency 

Management conference at Camp Rapid, SD on January 10, 2019 to present on the Unlawful 

DAPL Protest, at no expense to the County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to approve out of state travel for Planner Pierce to attend 

the National Planning Association Conference in San Francisco, CA on April 13-16, 2019.  All 

voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the final plat of a short form subdivision 

known as Jeanette Veitz Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural (A) to 

Residential (R) on approximately 1.82 acres in the NW ¼ of Section 24, Township 137N, Range 

83W. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the offers negotiated for right of way and 

temporary easements needed for construction of the Almont bridge. All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the application for the courtroom facilities 

grant as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to appoint Shannon Boehm to a 3 year term, expiring 

on 12/31/21, on the Mandan Planning & Zoning Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeierr moved and Boehm seconded to appoint Bruce Engelhardt to a 3 year term expiring 

on 12/31/21, on the Morton County Water Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Schulz moved and Buckley seconded to appoint Roger Hille to a 4 year term, expiring 12/31/22, 

on the Morton County Road Commission.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Buckley moved and Schulz seconded to approve the contract with ND Dept of Corrections for 

the Youth Correctional Center as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 

The total of all county funds expended from December 14, 2018 through December 27, 2018, 

equals $494,804.02. 

  

A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during 

regular business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 

 

Schulz moved and Zachmeier seconded to adjourn at 6:08 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Bruce Strinden, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 

 

Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  



Final Report
January 8, 2019 

Jerry Huddleston



Purpose: 

Bismarck-Mandan MPO Regional Freight Study

Identify primary 

freight routes

Identify first & last 

mile movements

Identify freight 

needs & issues

Determine 
investments to 
improve freight 

mobility



• Feb & Mar – Data collection & analysis

• April – Initial public meetings

• May – Develop freight profile

• June – Identify key issues & needs

• July – Recommendations & strategy

• August – Performance metrics

• September – Funding & financing

• October – Public meetings

• November – Draft reports

• December – Final reports

2018 Project Schedule



Private sector stakeholder engagement

Public involvement

Freight profile

Freight performance measures

Freight funding

Identify key freight issues

Recommendations

Key deliverables



Stakeholder Engagement

Website
Feb - present

Facebook 

Live
October Open House 

Meeting

Stakeholders & Public
April & October Meetings



• Multimodal (truck, rail, air, pipeline)

• Demographics & impacts

• Freight system (all modes)

• System performance

• Safety

• Congestion, friction points, constraints

• Freight generation locations

Regional Freight Profile



• Purpose: Measure & monitor system 
performance

• Supports LRTP, Goals and objectives

• Metrics
• Truck travel time reliability (TTTR)

• Truck crash rates

Freight Performance Measures



• State funding (all modes)

• MPO funding (USDOT sources)
• BUILD & INFRA grants

• P3 funding

• Local jurisdictions

Freight Funding



• Trucking: technology, operational & regulatory

• Urbanization & eCommerce

• Lack of north-south routes

• Rail limitations

• Intermodal access

• Funding sources

• Regional truck routes

• Freight & general public

• OS/OW harmonization

Identifying Key Issues & Needs

Programs

Projects

Policies/
Institutional



Recommendations



Capital Improvements - ROADWAY

• New capacity

• Intersections & interchanges

• Bridges: deficient, clearance

• Incorporate ITS, operational 
solutions



Capital Improvements - RAIL

• Intermodal capacity: Truck-Rail 
transfer

• Shortline RR upgrades: weight 
limitation 286K, bridges



Capital Improvements – AIR CARGO

• Complete runway extension

• Truck-air transfer



Planning

• Sub areas, specific issues

• At-grade rail crossings

• Urban freight

• Bridges

• Corridor fluidity

• Performance measures

• Safety: hot spots, conflict points

• Data collection



Policies

• Design standards: Truck, OS/OW

• Regional truck route network

• Regional size/weight permitting

• Private sector inclusion: FAC, projects

• Funding: sources & alternatives

• Trends: demographics, technology, 

trade & industry growth, regulations

• Balance: Community, harmonization, 

land use

• Freight awareness & education: public 

and & policy makers



1. Identify sources: federal, 
state, local

2. Availability

3. Alternatives: P3, tolling, 
grants

Funding



Implementation & Next Steps

1. Short-term: Performance 
measures, Rgl routing network

2. Mid-term: Identify funding

3. Long-term: Capital 
improvements

• Ongoing:
• Private sector engagement

• Balance freight & community needs

• Monitor trends



Conclusion

Thank you for participating 

We are all in this together

Joey Roberson-Kitzman

Bismarck-Mandan 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization

Office: 701-355-1849

www.bismarcknd.gov



DATE: January 7, 2019

TO: MORTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FROM: LINDA MORRIS, MORTON COUNTY TAX DIRECTOR

RE: January 10, 2019
TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED

YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE

2018 5203
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
654420000 196,700$  BULLERT 196,700$  4609 ROUGHRIDER CIR W $0

2018 5204
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
651607000 159,200$  LACHENMEIER 159,200$  311 11TH ST NW $0

2018 5205
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
420273000 120,700$  SPENCER 120,700$  212 CROWN BUTTE DR $0

2018 5206
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
653956000 139,100$  RESSLER 139,100$  904 1ST AVE NE $0

2018 5207
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
651661000 144,300$  BELLON 144,300$  404 12TH ST NW $0

2018 5208
LAND 

REASSESSMENT
300036000 273,000$  BURCH 233,000$  1507 19TH ST SE $40,000

OWNER
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Morton County Commission 

Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE:   01/10/2019 

PREPARATION DATE: 01/07/2019 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 

PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 

SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS #5203 –T0—5208 
 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENTS 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: N/A 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  

 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  NONE—CREDIT WILL BE REIMBURSED BY THE STATE 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 5203 THROUGH 5208 AS 

PRESENTED ABOVE BECAUSE THE APPLICANTS QUALIFY FOR HOMESTEAD CREDIT 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED

YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE

2018 5203
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
654420000 196,700$ BULLERT 196,700$ 4609 ROUGHRIDER CIR W $0

2018 5204
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
651607000 159,200$ LACHENMEIER 159,200$ 311 11TH ST NW $0

2018 5205
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
420273000 120,700$ SPENCER 120,700$ 212 CROWN BUTTE DR $0

2018 5206
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
653956000 139,100$ RESSLER 139,100$ 904 1ST AVE NE $0

2018 5207
HOMESTEAD 

CREDIT
651661000 144,300$ BELLON 144,300$ 404 12TH ST NW $0

OWNER
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Morton County Commission 

Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE:   01/10/2019 

PREPARATION DATE: 01/07/2019 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 

PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 

SUBJECT: ABATEMENT #5208 
 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  ABATEMENT FOR A REASSESSMENT OF PARCEL #30-0036000 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: REASSESSMENT ON A PARCEL LOCATED AT 1507 19
TH

 ST SE, 

MANDAN. A REDUCTION OF $40,000 BASED ON LAND REASSESSMENT OF THE PROPERTY. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  

 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENT 5208 AS APPLICANT 

PROPERTY HAS BEEN REVIEWED BY MY OFFICE AND A REASSESSMENT VALUE OF 

$233,000 IS RECOMMENDED. 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED

YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE

2018 5208
LAND 

REASSESSMENT
300036000 273,000$ BURCH 233,000$ 1507 19TH ST SE $40,000

OWNER
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Morton County Commission 

Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE:   January 10, 2019 

PREPARATION DATE:  January 8, 2019 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Morton County Tax Director 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Linda Morris 

PRESENTER: Linda Morris 

SUBJECT: 2019 Ag Land Average Increase 
 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   

North Dakota State Tax Commissioners Office sent notice of the agricultural value per acre for the 

2019 assessment. The State average per acre for 2019 agricultural land is $370.15 per acre, a decrease 

of the State 2018 per acre value of $371.39, which is a minus of ($1.24) per acre (less than 1.0%). 
  
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  

North Dakota Century Code §57-02-27.2 reads as follows: 

 “All agricultural property to be valued at ten percent of assessed value as determined pursuant 

to section 57-02-27.2”. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 See page two: Ag land valuation and State ag land per acre since 1997 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 
 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   
To comply with North Dakota Century Code §57-02-27.2, the 2019 agricultural land values will have 

little or no change to the 2018 values. 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2019 AVERAGE AG LAND VALUATION 
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TAXABLE VALUE $402,005,700 $402,005,700

TOTAL ACRES 1,158,500 1,158,500

COUNTY PER ACRE $347.00 $347.00

STATE PER ACRE $371.39 $370.15

% OF ASSESSED VALUE 93% 94%

MUST BE WITHIN 10% 

OF ASSESSED VALUE
7% 6%

CERTIFIED AG LAND 

2018

WITH 0.0% 

INCREASE OF AG 

LAND 2019

State Ag Value Changes Since 1997

PERCENT OF CHANGE

1997 R $137.49 1997 5.0%

1998 $144.15 1998 5.0%

1999 R $133.82 1999 -7.0%

2000 $139.10 2000 4.0%

2001 $145.80 2001 5.0%

2002 $153.95 2002 6.0%

2003 R $145.86 2003 -5.0%

2004 $141.01 2004 -3.0%

2005 R $144.76 2005 3.0%

2006 $154.02 2006 4.0%

2007 $159.05 2007 7.0%

2008 $151.27 2008 -5.0%

2009 R $161.92 2009 4.0%

2010 $166.91 2010 3.0%

2011 $177.81 2011 7.0%

2012 $225.51 2012 27.0%

2013 $246.78 2013 9.0%

2014 $283.91 2014 15.0%

2015 $318.26 2015 12.0%

2016 $342.30 2016 8.0%

2017 $355.63 2017 4.0%

2018 $371.39 2018 4.0%

2019 $370.15 2019 0.0%
*R=Revised. 

MORTON COUNTY

STATE PER ACRE
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Morton County Commission 

Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE:   January 10, 2019 

PREPARATION DATE:  January 7, 2019 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Tax Director 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Linda Morris 

PRESENTER: Linda Morris 

SUBJECT: 2019 Board of Equalization 
 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   

The scheduling of a date, time, and location for our annual Morton County Board of Equalization 

which is to be within the first ten days of June, as per North Dakota Century Code §57-12-01  (in part 

as follows): 

 

“The board of county commissioners shall meet within the first ten days of June of each year 

and shall constitute a board of equalization of the assessments made within the county.” 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  

 

ATTACHMENTS:  N/A 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  First 10 days in June would be: 

 Monday, June 3, 2019 through Friday, June 7, 2019 or Monday, June 10, 2019 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

  

 

 

 

 



Page 1 of 1 

 

Morton County Commission 

Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:   01/10/2019 

PREPARATION DATE:  01/07/2019 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 

PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 

SUBJECT: BUILDING INSPECTORS CONTRACT 
 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   2019 BUILDING INSPECTORS ANNUAL CONTRACT 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: MR. TOM LIEBEL HAS AGREED TO CONTINUE AS THE 

MORTON COUNTY BUILDING INSPECTOR FOR 2019 WITH A NO CHANGE TO HIS CONTRACT TO 

$60.00 PER HOUR. THE FOLLOWING IS A RECAP OF THE 2018 BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED: 

 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  N/A 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 

 
LEGAL REVIEW: NO LEGAL REVIEW REQUESTED 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  I AM RECOMMENDING A MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2019 

CONTRACT. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: A MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

NEW DWELLING 21 NEW DWELLING 24

MODULAR 13 MODULAR 19

ADDITIONS/BSMT FIN 21 ADDITIONS/BSMT FIN 12

MISC. RES 13 MISC. RES 18

GARAGE 10 GARAGE 12

COMMERCIAL BUILDING 0 COMMERCIAL BUILDING 1

SHOP 22 SHOP 28

TOTAL PERMITS 100 TOTAL PERMITS 114

2017 2018


