Morton County Park Board Meeting Agenda
January 29, 2019
Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse
210 2"¢ Ave NW, Mandan ND
4:00 PM

Call to order
Roll Call
Approval of Agenda
Approval of minutes of previous meetings (November 27, 2018)
Approve monthly bills & payroll — Griffin

Reorganization of the Board
Meeting time and dates
Parks Master Plan

Camping and Shelter Fees
1996 Ford F-250

Park Updates
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*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY



PB Notes 1.29.19

=

Reorganization of the Board: It is that time of the year again.

Parks Master Plan: Natalie will attend the meeting and give an update and answer any

questions. | have attached a list of the steering committee members and also the survey

questions.

Meeting time and dates: | have included in the packet the dates of the County Commission

Meetings.

Camping and Shelter Fees: We need to set the prices for the upcoming season. We currently

have rates of $20/night modern camping, $10/night primitive camping, $20/day shelter with

electricity and $10/day for a shelter without electricity. My recommendation would be to leave
the rates as is for the upcoming season.

1996 Ford Pick Up: My plan was to sell this pick up from our fleet after the purchase of the 1 ton

Chevrolet. After meeting w with the crew we would like to keep this unit for hauling garbage.

This unit is quite a bit lower than the newer units making it easier for loading 55 gallon garbage

barrels. | would guess we could get between $500 and $1,000 for the truck. The cost of

insurance is $162 per year.

Park Updates:

a. Prairie Dog control has been performed at the Fort Rice Campground, North Dakota State
Historical Site and the Corp land around these areas. The control efforts were paid for by the
Historical Society and the Corp, we have no dollars into the effort.

b. Included in your packet is the correspondence from Susan Wefald (Friend of the Rail Bridge)
describing the work and timeline for the feasibility study. There has been a meeting, Tony
and | were not able to attend, and Doug went in our place.

c. |applied for a permit to place a bullnose on the downstream end of the rip-rap that was
completed a couple of years back. We have received the permit and the Highway
Department has completed the project.

d. [have a summary of the accomplishments that were made this past season.

1. The crew has completed a rail fence at Harmon Lake. This was a lengthy project with the
amount of holes that were drilled and the layer of sand stone that was dealt with. The
project has received compliments form the Water Board and General Public.

2. There was an overlay to the blacktop leading into Graner Park and also the parking lot.

3. The rip-rap project was completed and the Outdoor Heritage Fund paid for % of the
total cost.

4. The crew trimmed and removed problem trees in our entire system.

5. The revenue for the past season was $133,251. Shelter rentals totaled $1,720. Camping
fees were $131,531. The break down for these totals are for camping Graner Park was
$86,100, Harmon Lake was $42,931, and Fort Rice was $2,500. Shelter rentals were
Graner Park$610, Harmon Lake $1,050, and Sweet Briar $60. All in all | feel we had a
very respectable season. These numbers don’t represent the usage at Sweet Briar,
Crown Butte, Fish Creek, and Danzig Dam. Sweet Briar and Crown Butte were heavily
used during the season. Fish Creek usage was up slightly while Danzig Dam held its own.



Morton County
Parks and Trails
Master Plan

Steering Committee List

—— =

Scott Austin, New Salem Park Board, County Resident

Erik Dietrich, ND State Parks, Motorized Recreation

Dustin Fleck, Mandan Parks, County Resident

BillHaase, ND Game & Fish

Jesse & Breanna Kist, County Residents, Hiking Interest

Dan Schelske, Fort Lincoln State Park

Carol Schultz, County Resident, Equine and Hiking/Walking Interest
LauraWamsley, County Resident, Equine and Hiking/Walking Interest
Jamie Wetsch, Morton County Park Board, County Resident

Chet Zapzalka, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Staff

Tim Nilsen, Morton County Parks Director

Natalie Pierce, Morton County Planning & Zoning Director



Morton County Parks & Trails Master Plan Survey

Directions: place an “x” or fill in the circle next to your
selections. Please take the time to answer all questions,
unless the question does not apply to your experience. For
open-ended questions, please be as detailed as possible and
offer as many examples or comments as you would like.

Notice: public input meetings will be held on ~=--—eccceeeeee - :____5_—"_5

at the Commissary in Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park (entry
fee will be waived) and June 2™ 1-2:30pm at the Community Center in Hebron.

Morton County
Parks and Trails
Master Plan

1 Do you reside in Morton County?

O VYes
O No

If you answered yes to question 1, please answer the following. Which city/town do you

2 reside closest to in Morton County?

@) Almont @) Fort Rice O Mandan

@) Breien or Solen O Glen Ullin O New Salem
O Flasher O Hebron O St. Anthony
O Other, please list

In general, what types of outdoor activities do you, and those in your care (i.e. children),

3 most frequently engage in? (select all that apply)
@) Walking or hiking O Visiting a playground O  Range shooting
. Outdoor sports .

O Running O (football, softbal, etc) O Hunting
O Horse riding O Fishing/boating O  Snowmobiling
O Camping O Mountain/off-road biking O  BMXbiking

g e Riding OHVs
0) Picnicing (@) Road/paved trail biking @) R
@) Others, please list
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Morton County Parks & Trails Master Plan Survey

F

If you, or those in your care, engage in outdoor activities, what is the primary reason you do

s0?

©O O0OO0OO0Oo

For health and fitness

To enjoy the beauty of the outdoors

Because | enjoy the particular activity/activities | engage in
For my kids/family to be active outdoors

Other, please list

If you have visited a Morton County park or trail in the past year, which park/trail did you

visit (select all that apply)?

ol oNoNoNololohoNoRolNohoNoRoNoRol

Breien Centennial Park

Crown Butte Dam

Danzig Dam & Storm Creek

Fish Creek Dam

Fort Rice Recreation Area & Campground

Gaebe Pond (New Salem)

Graner Park

Harmon Lake Recreation Area

Heskett Power Plant Public Fishing Stairway

Little Heart Boat Ramp

Little Heart Shooting Range

Missouri River Natural Area & Trailhead (Mandan)
Nygren Dam

Sweet Briar Lake

Multi-use paved trail along Hwy 1806, north of Mandan

Roughrider Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) trail
(located along Hwy 1806, between Little Heart and Fort Rice Campground)
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Morton County Parks & Trails Master Plan Survey

During a typical year, how many times do you visit a Morton County park?

6
0]
O
0)
O

7

O O

Never/I don’t know
Once
A few times

Often

Is the following statement true for you? “I don’t generally visit Morton County parks, but !
visit other parks (such as City of Mandan Parks, State Parks, etc.)”

Yes

No

00

While visiting a Morton County Park, which activities do you, or those in your care, engage
in (select all that apply)?

O O O O O

Walking or hiking @) Using playground equipment O cCamping

Mountain biking @) Elept o Tslrlng sl hosat O Shooting range
ramp

Swimming @) Using picnic shelter/picnicing O  Kayaking

| have never visited a Morton County Park or | don’t remember

Other, please list

o

If you have visited a Morton County park or trail in the past year, how would you rate your
overall experience at the park or trail? (If you have reviews for multiple parks, please list them in
the comment box under 10.)

O O0O0O0OO0O0

Excellent
Good
Fair

Poor
Very poor

What factors contributed to the rating you provided? Please describe your experience.
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Morton County Parks & Trails Master Plan Survey

O OOO0OOo

[y
N

If you have visited a Morton County park or trail in the past year, how safe did you feel while
using the park?

Very safe

Somewhat safe
Neither safe nor unsafe
Somewhat unsafe

Very unsafe

What factors, related to your experience at the park or trail, contributed to the rating you
provided?

What type of facility would you, or those individuals in your care, use most often if it were
available in Morton County near where you live (choose your top 3 choices)?

© O O O O O O

Additional paved multi-use paths O  Wood-chip/soft-surface running trail
Designated horse riding trail (O Additional designated hiking trails
Additional playground equipment O  Additional snowmobile trails

Designated Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) 0O Landscaped park
trail (i.e. walking paths, gardens, benches, etc.)

OHV park @) Skateboard park O BMX track

If the multi-use trail connection between Hwy 1806 and Harmon Lake were paved and had
improved safety features at the Hwy 1806 crossing

Additional Missouri River public boat access

(if you choose this option, you are encouraged to suggest a preferred location for this type of boat
access, in the comments section of this question)

Others, please list / comments
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Morton County Parks & Trails Master Plan Survey

14

Which statement best represents your feeling about the availability of outdoor recreation
opportunities in Morton County (for this question, consider your opportunities on both
public facilities and private land that may be available to you)?

OO OO

There are plenty of options for outdoor recreation near me.

There are some outdoor recreation options available to me, but there is not an adequate
selection to suit my interests.

I know there are outdoor recreation facilities in Moerton County, but they are all too far away,
or inconvenient, for me to use.

| don’t have much interest in using outdoor recreation facilities.

[
(9}

How far do you believe is a reasonable distance from work or home for you to reach outdoor
recreation facilities?

O O OO0OO0O0Oo

| would not choose to visit a park/trail, no matter what the distance was from home or work
Less than 1 mile

Up to S miles

Up to 10 miles

Up to 20 miles

No matter how far the distance from home or work, | would follow through on my plan to visit
a specific park/trail

Other distance, please list

Which statement best represents your preferred approach to planning for Morton County
outdoor recreation facilities?

Morton County should not provide facilities or should provide fewer outdoor recreation
facilities.

Morton County should focus on maintaining the facilities it currently manages and not expand
the park/trail system.

Morton County should invest in expanding outdoor recreation facilities to better serve County
residents, if such expansion can be paid for through means other than tax increases (such as
grants, donations, and/or user fees).

Morton County should invest in expanding outdoor recreation facilities, and I’'m willing to see
that reflected in higher taxes for county residents.
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Morton County Parks & Trails Master Plan Survey

Roughly how much would you be willing to see your property taxes increase for the purpose

17 of expanding park facilities, such as those facilities you may have chosen in question 13?
[please note this question is intended to gauge public opinion only and does not represent any intent by
the County to raise property taxes to fund outdoor recreation facility expansion]

S5 per year
$10 per year

$25 per year

©CO0OO0OO0

Other amount, please list.

Below, please share any additional comments you may have that can assist in planning for
18 the future of Morton County parks, trails and recreational facilities? (Attach additional pages if
necessary.)

19 What is your age? (optional)

0O Under 18 @) 18-29 O 30-45
O 46 — 55 @) 56 — 65 O 66 —75
O Over 75
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2019 Morton County Commission Meeting Dates

Meeting will start at 5:30pm.
2nd Thursday & 4th Tuesday
Thursday January 10 2019
Tuesday January 29 2019
Thursday February 14 2019
Tuesday February 26 2019
Thursday March 14 2019
Tuesday March 26 2019
Thursday Apnl 11 2019
Tuesday April 23 2019
Thursday May 9 2019
Tuesday May 28 2019
Thursday June 13 2019
Tuesday June 25 2019
Thursday July 11 2019
Tuesday July 23 2019
Thursday August 8 2019
Tuesday August 27 2019
Thursday September 12 2019
Tuesday September 24 2019
Thursday October 10 2019
Tuesday October 29 2019
Thursday November 14 2019
Tuesday November 26 2019
Thursday December 12 2019

Thursday December 26 2019



Tim Nilsen

From: Susan Wefald <susanwefald@msn.com>
Sent: Friday, December 14, 2018 11:40 AM
To: 'Herzog, Mike L (Engineering)’; 'Steve Saunders'; tjwillow@midco.net; Tim Nilsen; 'Aaron

Barth'; Mark Zimmerman; 'Swenson, Fern E.; ‘Hanson, Jesse M.; dmayer@bisparks.org;
dodenbac@gmail.com; 'Jason Tomanek’

Cc: ‘McCaskey, Rob E'
Subject: Bridge Feasibility Study Steering Committee
Attachments: Bridge steering Committee members 12-18.docx; Bridge Scope of Work 12-18.docx;

Bridge Proposed Schedule 12-18.docx

To: Members of the Feasibility Study Steering Committee on repurposing the BNSF Bismarck Missouri River Railroad
Bridge as a pedestrian/bicycle facility

From: Susan Wefald, board member of Friends of the Rail Bridge
Re: Upcoming work of the Feasibility Study Steering Committee

Date: December 14, 2018

Thank you for being willing to serve as a member of the Feasibility Study Steering Committee. On December 4, the
Northern Plains Heritage Foundation and North Dakota State University (NDSU) agreed that Dominic Fischer with the
Architecture and Landscape Architecture Department at NDSU will perform a feasibility study on repurposing the
existing Bismarck Missouri River Railroad Bridge to a pedestrian/bicycle facility. Funding for the study has been obtained
and the feasibility study is underway.

Please see the following attachments:

* Proposed schedule for when the work will be accomplished from December 4 letter from Dominic Fischer

e Scope of Work for the study.
We anticipate that NDSU will hold the first of two meetings of the Steering Committee in early January 2019. The first
meeting will be held in January before NDSU does a site visit and provides a review of early findings. The second
meeting will be held before the Summary of Findings and Opinion of Feasibility is issued in February 2019. These
meetings will be held as 60-90 minute conference calls, unless NDSU determines a face to face meeting is needed.

We want to ensure all members of the Steering Committee are informed and involved. Your responsibilities as a
committee member are:

e Provide comments and guidance on various aspects of the project. The role of Steering Committee members is
advisory.

¢ Facilitate the project manager’s ability to plan and direct the feasibility study, giving advice and support along
the way.

* Assist NDSU, when needed, in accessing public information from your organization that may be helpful to
complete the feasibility study.

* Steering Committee members will have an opportunity to submit written comments (1000 words or less) which
will be included in the appendix to the final report which will be published in July 2019.

If you have any questions, please contact me at susanwefald@msn.com



Scope of Work:

The purpose of this study is to determine the feasibility, cost estimates and conceptual
improvements necessary to repurpose the existing BNSF Bismarck Missouri River Railroad
Bridge as a pedestrian/bicycle facility. Questions the NDSU team will work to answer and
report on:

1. Isit feasible to repurpose the existing bridge with a new bridge in place thirty feet to the
north or alternately, eighty feet to the north?
a. Regarding the history of similar efforts with the Fairview Lift Bridge
i. How was ownership transfer accomplished?
ii. Challenges and issues?
b. Governance and liability issues:
i. Adjacent active rail line and BNSF issues
ii. Other agency/jurisdiction issues (including ND DOT, ND State Parks,
Bismarck Parks and Recreation District, Morton County Parks, Captains
Landing Township, City of
Bismarck) iii.
Liability/Insurance
issues
c. Cost estimates, including recommended funding sources, phases and timing:
i. Converting the bridge deck to a pedestrian/bicycle walkway
ii. Conceptual alignments and R/W needs for connecting trails:
1. Connecting the bridge to the existing paved ped/bike trail along
River Road on the east side of the river. Include alternatives to
phase the improvements, such as an at-grade crossing of River
Road vs. a grade separated crossing of River Road.
2. Connecting the bridge to the existing nature trail north of the
existing bridge on the west side of the river.
3. Connecting the bridge to the existing trail system and future
expansion of trail system in Morton County
4. Identify potential natural area mitigation land to offset potential
R/W impacts to the designated natural area northwest of the
existing bridge.
5. Consider connections to other existing or future trails. iii. Railroad
security, maintenance, pedestrian safety and R/W access:
1. ldentify proposed improvements to address the
security, safety of pedestrians and liability issues of a
ped/bike facility on and along existing active railroad



R/W, including the location of any access required by
BNSF to maintain their proposed new bridge.
2. Cost for easement across BNSF property iv.
Estimated annual and periodic maintenance costs.
d. Analysis of bridge condition for conversion to pedestrian walkway.
i.  Structural analysis will be cited from earlier BNSF study or completed by
others.
e. Action plan and implementation schedule that would be required to
accommodate repurposing the bridge, including
i.  Agency and Jurisdictional Coordination
ii. Potential sponsors/governance
iii. Funding
iv. Public input

2. Summary of Findings and Opinion of Feasibility.



Proposed Schedule for Feasibility Study

Review project scope and understanding/FORB committee call
Site visit and review of early findings

Cost Estimate complete

Summary of Findings and Opinion of Feasibility

Review of feedback collected

Final conclusion and report

Dec. 2018
Jan. 2018
Jan. 2019
Feb. 2019
May 2019
July 2019



Feasibility Study Steering Committee on
Repurposing the BNSF Bismarck Missouri River Railroad Bridge
As a Pedestrian/Bicycle Facility
December 2018
Jason Tomanek
Assistant City Administrator, City of Bismarck
jtomanek@bismarcknd.gov

Dannette Welsh
Clerk of Captains Landing
dodenbac@gmail.com

Dave Mayer
Bismarck Parks and Recreation
dmavyer@bisparks.org

Jesse Hanson
ND State Parks and Recreation
jehanson@nd.gov

Fern Swenson
State Historical Society of ND
fswenson@nd.gov

Mark Zimmerman
Friends of the Rail Bridge
markzimmerman38@outlook.com

Aaron Barth
Northern Plains Heritage Foundation
aaron.l.barth@gmail.com or aaron@northernplainsheritage.org

Tim Nilsen
Director, Morton County Parks
tim.nilsen@mortonnd,org 701-667-3363

Tony Geurholtz
Morton County Parks Board
tiwillow@midco.net

Steve Saunders
Bismarck Mandan Metropolitan Planning Organization
ssaunders@bismarcknd.gov

Mike Herzog
BNSF
Mike.Herzog @ BNSF.com




MORTON COUNTY PARK BOARD MEETING
November 27, 2018

The Morton County Park Board Meeting was called to order on August 28, 2018, at 4:00 PM by
Chairman Wetsch at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.
Others present were Members Griffin, Geiger, Goetzfried, Zachmeier and Graner, Auditor Rhone and
Park Director Nilsen.

Geiger moved and Graner seconded to approve the agenda with an addition. All voting aye, motion
carried.

Goetzfried moved and Graner seconded to approve the minutes of the August 24, 2018 meeting. All
voting aye, motion carried.

Graner moved and Goetzfried seconded to approve the monthly bills and payroll. All voting aye, motion
carried.

Zachmeier moved and Graner seconded to appoint Nilsen and Goetzfried to the Friends of the Rail
Bridge Committee to represent Morton County. All voting aye, motion carried.

Zachmeier moved and Geiger seconded to form a committee to explore the feasibility of long-term
camping at Ft Rice starting in the 2019 season, consisting of Graner, Griffin and Nilsen. All voting aye,

motion carried.

Geiger moved and Goetzfried seconded to gravel the area along the bank that was grass prior to the rip-
rap project. All voting aye, motion carried.

Geiger moved and Griffin seconded to adjourn at 4:41 PM. All voting aye, motion carried.



