
   

   

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda    

   

February 8, 2018  

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    

5:30 PM      

   

  Call to order         

             Roll Call   

             Approval of Agenda   

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Zachmeier 

 

 

1. Linda Morris/Tax Director 

• Abatement for Board Consideration 

 

2. Vicki Lippert/Morton County Treasurer 

• Designate Depositories and Pledges of Security 

 

3. Natalie Pierce/County Planner 

• Special Use Permit for S&W Portable Storage for approx.10 acres in E1/2 Section 17, Township 139N, Range 

83W, Morton County. 

• Final plat of a long-form subdivision known as JBS Industrial Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from 

Agricultural (A) District and Industrial (I) District to Industrial (I) District for approx.. 15.2 acres in the SW ¼ of 

Section 4, Township 139N, Range 85W, Morton County. 

• Consideration of the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan for adoption 

 

4. Kyle Kirchmeier/MC Sheriff 

• Award RFQ regarding the Morton County Law Enforcement Center Space Study Needs Assessment 

 

5. Dawn Rhone/County Auditor 

• Notice of Resignation of County Engineer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   



MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
January 23, 2018 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on January 23, 2018 
at 5:30 PM by Chairman Strinden at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, 
North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Leingang, Zachmeier Boehm and Strinden, Auditor 
Rhone, States Attorney Koppy and Assistant States Attorney Grosinger.   
 
Schulz moved and Boehm seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2018 meeting.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Boehm seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Schulz moved and Leingang seconded to approve the amendments to the Human Resources Handbook 
as presented excluding the open records policy which will be addressed at a later date. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to approve abatements #5111-5117.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Boehm seconded to approve abatements #5118-5119. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Schulz seconded to approve abatement# 5120. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Boehm seconded to approve abatement #5121. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Schulz moved and Leingang seconded to approve the request for speed limit signage on the Sweet Briar 
School Road as presented. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to rescind the burn ban that is currently in place. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Schulz seconded to appoint Luci Snowden to a 3 year term on the Lower Heart 
Water Board expiring 12/31/20. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from January 12, 2018 through January 23, 2018, equals 
$9,779,805.04. 
  
A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular 
business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Leingang moved and Zachmeier seconded to adjourn at 6:37 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Bruce Strinden, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  



DATE: 2/5/18
TO: MORTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FROM: LINDA MORRIS, MORTON COUNTY TAX DIRECTOR
RE: FEBRUARY 8, 2018 ABATEMENTS 

TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED
YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE
2017 5122 REASSESSMENT 410091020 $100,500 CITY OF MANDAN $67,000 1992 38TH ST MD 33,500$    
2017 5123 HMSTD CRDT 650028000 $170,500 LOIS KASPER $170,500 707 CUSTER DR MD -$               
2017 5124 HMSTD CRDT 653506000 $118,900 IRENE MILLER $118,900 806 5TH AVE NW MD -$               
2017 5125 HMSTD CRDT 650444000 $193,700 CHARLES DOPPLER $193,700 3929 37TH ST NW MD -$               
2017 5126 HMSTD CRDT 420035000 $204,800 HELEN HELLMAN $204,800 3765 29TH AVE MD -$               
2017 5127 HMSTD CRDT 650539000 $180,000 JEROME HOFF $180,000 815 4TH AVE NE MD -$               
2017 5128 HMSTD CRDT 653020000 $94,600 ELIZABETH MEUCHEL $94,600 204 10TH AVE NW MD -$               
2017 5129 HMSTD CRDT 656000129MH $14,440 LAURA DOLL $14,440 114 W DEER ST MD -$               
2018 5130 HMSTD CRDT 656000129MH $15,238 LAURA DOLL $15,238 114 W DEER ST MD -$               

OWNER
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Morton County Commission
Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW
Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414  Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration   
MEETING DATE:   2/8/2018 
PREPARATION DATE:  2/6/2018 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 
PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT # 5122   
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  ABATEMENT FOR PARCEL 41-0091020—1992 38TH ST, MANDAN  

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: A RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE OWNED BY THE CITY OF 
MANDAN NEAR THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT WAS ASSESSED WITH A POSSESSORY 
INTEREST TO ROBERT DECKER. THE STRUCTURE HAS BEEN VACANT SINCE SEPTEMBER 2017 
AND THE VALUE OF $33,500 WOULD BE CONSIDERED EXEMPT BECAUSE THE CITY NO 
LONGER LEASES THE STRUCTURE TO MR. DECKER. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  4 MONTHS OF VALUE OF $33,500 
 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  APPROVAL OF ABATEMENT 5122 AS APPLICANT, ROBERT DECKER 
AND CITY OF MANDAN, ASSESSED FOR A RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE BECAME VACANT IN 
SEPTEMBER 2017  
 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE ABATEMENT 5122 AS PRESENTED. 

TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED
YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE
2017 5122 REASSESSMENT 410091020 $100,500 CITY OF MANDAN $67,000 1992 38TH ST MD 33,500$    

OWNER
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Morton County Commission
Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW
Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414  Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration  
MEETING DATE:   2/8/2018 
PREPARATION DATE:  2/6/2018 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: LINDA MORRIS 
PRESENTER: LINDA MORRIS 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS #5123—5130 
  
 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENTS 
 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  N/A 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  NONE—CREDIT WILL BE REIMBURSED BY THE STATE 
 
STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 5123 THROUGH 5130 AS 
APPLICANTS QUALIFY FOR HOMESTEAD CREDIT: 
 

 
 
 
 
MOTION:  MOTION TO APPROVE ABATEMENTS AS PRESENTED 
 

TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED
YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE
2017 5123 HMSTD CRDT 650028000 $170,500 LOIS KASPER $170,500 707 CUSTER DR MD -$               
2017 5124 HMSTD CRDT 653506000 $118,900 IRENE MILLER $118,900 806 5TH AVE NW MD -$               
2017 5125 HMSTD CRDT 650444000 $193,700 CHARLES DOPPLER $193,700 3929 37TH ST NW MD -$               
2017 5126 HMSTD CRDT 420035000 $204,800 HELEN HELLMAN $204,800 3765 29TH AVE MD -$               
2017 5127 HMSTD CRDT 650539000 $180,000 JEROME HOFF $180,000 815 4TH AVE NE MD -$               
2017 5128 HMSTD CRDT 653020000 $94,600 ELIZABETH MEUCHEL $94,600 204 10TH AVE NW MD -$               
2017 5129 HMSTD CRDT 656000129MH $14,440 LAURA DOLL $14,440 114 W DEER ST MD -$               
2018 5130 HMSTD CRDT 656000129MH $15,238 LAURA DOLL $15,238 114 W DEER ST MD -$               

OWNER
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P&Z  SUMMARY |  F OR  FE B RU AR Y  8,  2018  COM M ISS IO N  ME E T I NG  

 
1. Special use permit for S&W Portable Storage for approx. 10 acres in E½ Section 17, 

Township139N, Range 83W, Morton County. 

a. Summary: the area covered by the special use permit is located 1 mile west of 
County Road 83 and approximately ¼ mile north of County Rd 139. 

The applicant has held a special use permit for a portable storage unit business on 
the current site since May of 2012. The applicant was due for a permit renewal 
and requested that the conditions of the permit be modified from a one-year to a 
five-year renewal period and from an on-site maximum of 75 portable storage 
units to an on-site maximum of 100 portable storage units. As such, staff processed 
the application as a new SUP application, including public notices sent to property 
owners within a ½-mile radius and a public hearing before the Planning & Zoning 
Commission. 

Staff recommended approval of the SUP with a 2-year renewal period and an 
on-site maximum of 100 portable storage units. 

b. P&Z Commission Recommendation: approve the SUP with a 2-year renewal 
period and an on-site maximum of 100 portable storage units. 

2. Final plat of a long-form subdivision known as JBS Industrial Subdivision and a zoning map 
amendment from Agricultural (A) District and Industrial (I) District to Industrial (I) District for 
approx. 15.2 acres in the SW¼ of Section 4, Township139N, Range 85W, Morton County. 

a. Summary: the proposed subdivision is located one mile north of Interstate 94 and 
a half mile west of State Highway 31, just outside the joint extraterritorial area 
with New Salem. The applicant proposes to configure the property into two lots. 
Lot 1 is 3 acres and Lot 2 is 9.9 acres. There is an existing approximately 26,000 
square foot building, fertilizer tanks and fuel (gas, diesel, propane) storage tanks. 
The fuel uses would be contained within Lot 1 and the fertilizer uses would be 
contained within Lot 2. 

The applicant does have a spill prevention and containment plan for the premises, 
which has been reviewed by the County Emergency Manager and found to be 
sufficient. The facility was inspected by the ND State Fire Marshall’s Office on July 
12, 2017 and no deficiencies were noted. 

Water and power service are already established on the property. The plat 
establishes an access easement between the two lots. The approach has already 



Morton County Department of Planning and Zoning 
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been permitted, but should be transitioned from the east side of the property to 
where the access easement is located.   

Staff recommended approval.  

b. P&Z Commission Recommendation: approve 

3. Consideration of the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan for adoption 

a. Summary: a draft of the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan came before 
the County Commission at the November 28, 2017 regular meeting. County 
Commission moved to send the draft back to Planning & Zoning Commission to re-
work goal #1 - related to the proposed policy of establishing a residential density 
ceiling of four residences per quarter section in the Agricultural areas of the 
County. 

A public hearing was held at the December 21, 2017 regular meeting of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission to address changes to goal #1. Input that was 
gathered from the December 20, 2017 meeting of the Morton County Road 
Commission was shared with the Planning & Zoning Commission. After a discussion, 
the Planning & Zoning Commission moved to maintain the future land use map as 
presented in the original draft plan, but to amend goal #1. Changes to goal 
#1are highlighted on the attachment within this packet. 

b. P&Z Commission Recommendation: adopt the final plan, which reflects 
adjustments to goal #1. 

c. Recommended motion: I move that the County adopt the Morton County 2045 
Comprehensive Plan as presented, and that the Northeast Morton County Future 
Land Use Plan be incorporated into the 2045 Comprehensive Plan.  
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MORTON COUNTY 
S TA TE  OF NORT H DAKOTA 

 

Planning & Zoning Department 
2916 37th Street Northwest 

Mandan, North Dakota 58554 
Phone: 701-667-3361 

 

 
 

PERMIT NO.  PZ18-SU-A 
 
 

MORTON COUNTY SPECIAL USE PERMIT to allow the storage and sale of Portable 
Units on property zoned “A” Agricultural. 

 

The Morton County Commissioners have granted a Special Use Permit to allow the storage and 
sale of Portable Units on approximately 10 acres in the N½ NE¼ NE¼ SE¼ and the S½ SE¼ 
SE¼ NE¼ of Section 17, Township 139N Range 83W, Morton County. Said property lies in the 
Agricultural (A) District. This Special Use Permit is subject to the following conditions: 

1. A maximum of 100 Portable Units are allowed on the property at any given time. 
For the purpose of this Special Use Permit, a “Portable Unit” shall be defined as 
any of the following: Portable Storage Container, Shipping Container, Portable 
Lodging Unit, Portable Office Unit, or Skid Unit. 

2. No Portable Unit shall be used as a dwelling while on the premises. 
3. The storage and sale of Portable Units shall be confined to the ten (10) acres of 

land described above. 
4. The Special Use Permit shall expire two years from the date of approval. 

 
Approved by the Board of Morton County Commissioners February 8, 2018.  
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GOAL 1: AGRICULTURAL AND RANCH LANDS ARE PRESERVED FOR 
THOSE USES. 

1.1 Objective: development occurs within appropriate, designated areas, which are identified in this 
Plan as Growth-Priority Areas.   

1.1.1 Policy: discourage the development of long-form subdivisions outside the Growth Priority 
Area. long-form residential subdivisions should develop within the Growth Priority Area. 

1.1.2 Policy: in any area of the County where the future land use category is “Agricultural” (i.e. 
those areas outside the Growth-Priority Area) the County should seek to limit residential density to 
four residences per quarter-section. The count of residences per quarter section should include 
existing habitable residences as well as any lots – whether improved or unimproved – that have by-
right entitlement to construct a residence. Some examples of the intended application of this policy 
are provided below:  

a) In a quarter-section where there are four agricultural lots of 35 acres or more, no new 
subdivided lots should be allowed, unless any residual tract is rezoned to Estate (E) District 
and the total number of entitled lots does not exceed four. (See Figure 1).  
Purpose: the purpose of 1.1.2(a) is to allow landowners with conforming agricultural lots to 
subdivide a lot from their conforming acreage in order to obtain financing for the 
construction of a residence. The Estate District Zone should be utilized at a minimum. 

b) In an undivided quarter-section, up to four lots may be subdivided. Any resulting residual 
acreage must be included in the lot count. (See Figure 2). 

c) Averaging the number of entitled lots across multiple quarters should not be allowed. (See 
Figure 3). 

d) Existing Outlots or Auditor’s Lots that do not have entitlement to construct a residence, 
need not be counted in the total number of entitled lots per quarter. (See Figure 4) 
However, once the count of entitled lots within a quarter reaches four, remaining Outlots 
should not be allowed to be subdivided to create lots with by-right entitlement to construct 
a residence.  

e) Clustering of residential lots within a quarter-section is encouraged. 

f) This policy is not intended to curtail the creation of agricultural lots that both conform to 
the lot dimensions required within the Agricultural (A) Zoning District (MCLUC Sec. 2-210), 
and meet the criteria for an exempt division of land (MCLUC Sec. 7-030), even in cases 
where such an exempt division would result in more than four lots per quarter-section that 
have by-right entitlement to construct a residence.  



g) Areas exempt from the residential density limit established in this section (Policy 1.1.2) are 
defined as: areas that lie within the Agricultural future land use designation that also lie 
within one-half mile of either side of the centerline of all hard-surfaced routes (i.e. cement 
or asphalt type, not gravel) that are maintained by either the county or state (not including 
Interstate-94). Applications for residential development within the exempted areas should 
be evaluated based on the extent to which such development supports the goals of this 
Comprehensive Plan, rather than whether the proposed development meets the residential 
density limits established in this section (Policy 1.1.2).   

 



 

MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION PZ18-03 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY OF MORTON, NORTH DAKOTA, TO ADOPT THE MORTON COUNTY 
2045 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

WHEREAS, North Dakota Century Code §11-33-07 directs Counties to prepare a comprehensive plan 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Morton County, ND desires a policy framework to guide 
decisions affecting future growth and development within the County  

WHEREAS, a household opinion survey was sent via U.S. mail in 2014 and 2015 to a statistically 
significant sample of Morton County residents, and results of the survey were tabulated in a report that 
contributed to the formulation of goals and policies in the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan 

WHEREAS, two public input meetings were held in Mandan and Glen Ullin in March of 2015, interviews 
with key stakeholders were conducted, and said input was central to development of the goals and 
policies section of the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan 

WHEREAS, Morton County undertook an in-depth study of the Northeast portion of the County, resulting in 
the Northeast Morton County Future Land Use Plan, which was adopted in November of 2016 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Morton County Future Land Use Plan was a stand-alone policy document until the 
Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan was completed, and the manner in which the Northeast Morton 
County Future Land Use Plan is incorporated into the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan is detailed 
within the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan 

WHEREAS, a public meeting was held in September of 2017 to present the goals and policies section of 
the comprehensive plan to the public and solicit feedback 

WHEREAS, three public hearings were held before the Planning and Zoning Commission in October, 
November and December of 2017 in order to provide ample opportunity for members of the public to 
submit concerns and comments related to the draft plan  

WHEREAS, the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan will serve as a policy guide to assist the Board of 
Commissioners of Morton County, ND in the evaluation of future proposals for public and private 
development within Morton County’s zoning jurisdiction; in planning for the responsible stewardship of 
public funds that are expended for infrastructure, services and capital facilities; and in promoting the 
public health, safety and welfare 

 

 



 

MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION PZ18-03 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners, Morton County, ND hereby 
adopts the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Northeast Morton County Future Land Use Plan is hereby incorporated 
as part of the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan  

 
 
BY ORDER OF THE Board of Morton County Commissioners this 8th day of February, 2018. 
 

 

ATTEST: Morton County Commission 

        

 

_______________________________   _______________________________________ 

Auditor       Chairman 
Dawn Rhone      Bruce Strinden 
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