TTHE MORTON COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MINUTES
December 18, 2024 MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Kist called the Morton County Planning and Zoning Commission meeting to order at
5:30 P.M. December 18, 2024, in the Morton County Commission Room, 210 27 Ave NW,
Mandan, North Dakota. Commissioners present were Buckley, Ell Jr, Tomac, Rohr,

Braun and Wald. Also present were County Planner Natalie Pierce and Auditor Deputy Eckroth.
Absent Zachmeier and Berger.

Rohr moved and Braun seconded to approve the agenda. All voting aye, motion carried.

Ell Jr. moved and Tomac seconded to approve the minutes from November 20, 2024. All voting
aye, motion carried.

Chairman Kist opened the Public Hearing — request from Ivan Gange for a variance to operate
a used car sales business on a non-conforming lot of approximately .76 acres, currently zoned
Commercial, in the SW Y Section 11, Township 135N, Range 79W, Morton County.

Buckley arrives.

Chris Nyhus, attorney for the applicant, provided background of Mr. Gange’s used car sales
business in Morton County and history of the former structure on the subject property.

Mr. Gange, stated he has always followed applicable rules and regulations, he provided
additional details about the proposed used car sales business.

Pauline Weisz, owner of the Watering Hole, expressed concerns that the property currently is not
adequately maintained. If the variance is granted and the applicant does not run a legitimate
business, that the property will accumulate junk, which would affect her business. Weisz stated
the county has already paid him to tear down the building and remove his junk - why allow him
to bring more junk in? Weisz feels if the used car sales business is a legitimate business, then she
is not opposed to it.

Dan Bohe Ft Rice resident, is not in favor of Ivan Gange’s car sales business. He is concerned
the property will turn into a junk yard. Mr. Bohe also expressed concerns about the significant
volume of stormwater that crosses Hwy 1806 and across the subject property.

Dawn Heck, resident of Ft Rice feels like Ft Rice will become a junk yard if a used car sales
business is allowed.

Sharon Usselman, resident of Ft Rice expressed concern about the potential for junk on the
property if the variance is allowed.

Braun moved and Ell Jr. seconded to recommend denial of a variance to allow the construction

of a building for a used car sales business on a non-conforming lot for the following reasons:
e The use is too large for this lot size.
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Roll call Rohr, Tomac, Wald, Ell Jr., Buckley, Braun and Kist voting aye, motion carried.

Ell Jr. moved and Tomac seconded to adjourn meeting at 7:11pm. All voting aye, motion carried.
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