
 

 

 

 

Morton County Park Board Meeting Agenda 

 

 

 

April 28, 2020 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND 

4:00 PM 

 

 

Call to order 

 Roll Call 

 Approval of Agenda 

 Approval of minutes of previous meetings (March24, 2020) 

             Approve monthly bills & payroll--Austin 

 

1. Park Restrictions due to Coronavirus 

2. Fish Cleaning Station restrictions due to Coronavirus 

3. Park Updates 

a. Parks 

b. Missouri River Natural Area 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY 

 



 

 

 

MORTON COUNTY PARK BOARD MEETING 

March 24, 2020 

 

The Morton County Park Board Meeting was called to order on March 24, 2020, at 4:00 PM by Chairman 

Wetsch at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  Others 

present were Members Zachmeier, Geiger, Austin, Graner, and Kist, Auditor Rhone and Park Director 

Nilsen. Absent was Commissioner Schulz. 

 

Geiger moved and Austin seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Geiger moved and Graner seconded to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2020 meeting.  All 

voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Geiger seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

 

Zachmeier moved and Geiger seconded to cancel all events at the County Parks thru June 1st due to the 

concern of the coronavirus and with a monthly review of the decision until this crises is over. All voting 

aye, motion carried.  

 

Austin moved and Zachmeier seconded to allow refunds on reservations made prior to 3/31/2020. All 

voting aye, motion carried.  

 

Geiger moved and Graner seconded to purchase 30 & 60 gal sprayers. All voting aye, motion carried.  

 

 

Geiger moved and Graner seconded to adjourn at 5:08 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

 



PB Notes 4.28.2020 

1. Park Restrictions due to Coronavirus: I have reached out to Jolene Reich with the State Parks to 

see if they have made any changes to their plans on opening. Their original plan was to revisit 

the issue on May 21st. I was not able to speak with her today. I will continue to reach out to her 

for any updates in their plans on opening. I have attached an email that was sent out from the 

North Dakota Recreation and Parks Association concerning the ND State Health Departments 

recommendations concerning Campgrounds. I expect a lot of discussion on this issue. This could 

end up putting a lot of pressure on our Campground Hosts. 

2. Fish Cleaning Station restrictions due to Coronavirus: The state Game and Fish Department has 

contacted me concerning the Fish Cleaning Stations. We have the final decision on opening or 

keeping them closed. They have recommendations on how to open or on keeping them closed. 

They will supply the signage they recommend. I have attached that email. FYI the Game and Fish 

has decided to keep all the floating fishing piers closed until further notice.  When thinking 

about this issue, remember there is one at Fort Rice that will make monitoring difficult. 

3. Park Updates 

a. Parks: We are doing our best to keep up on the disinfecting of the amenities. The picnic 

tables are out, the boat docks are in, and the floating fishing piers are closed at this time. 

We are waiting for the Boards Decisions on the Campgrounds and Fish Cleaning Stations 

before we start with the water and electricity.  

b. Missouri River Natural Area: The North Dakota State Parks is in the process to change the 

contract of the Missouri River Natural Area with the North Dakota State Department of 

Transportation. They feel Morton County should have the lead on the contract. This could 

have some major impacts to the Park Board in the future. I think at some point there will 

have to be some erosion control put in place. We know how expensive rip-rap can be, and 

the linear feet that this Board has done, is a very small fraction of what will need to happen 

in this area. 

 

This is going to be a very interesting meeting, to say the least. Decisions are going to be made which will 

please some and upset others, no matter what the decision.  If anyone has any questions, please call or 

shot me an email. I will do my best to answer them, or find the right information. Stay safe and have a 

good weekend! 



 

View this email in your browser  

  

  

MEMO 

  

TO:           NDRPA Members 

  

FROM:      Kevin Klipfel, President 

                  Shannon Schutt, Executive Director 

  

DATE:       April 6, 2020 

  

RE:           ND Dept. of Health Recommendations for Park Districts 

  

In response to questions regarding parks, campgrounds and public restroom closures that 

were submitted to the North Dakota League of Cities (NDLC) after their conference call on 

April 2, Kirby Kruger from the North Dakota Department of Health's Division of of Disease 

Control provided the following statement: 

  

"We think that parks can safely be kept in operation as long as the people who are using 

the parks are social distancing from each other. If the park becomes a gathering place for 

people, especially if there are people from multiple households gathering together, then 

closure may be needed. North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department has closed 

overnight activities at the state parks. However, local parks can consider overnight 

camping but attention needs to be given to keeping designated camp sites separated from 

each other along with monitoring of activities to ensure large groups are not getting 

together. Only members from one household should be camping together. If camping is 

being allowed, then restrooms should remain open with signage that only one person 



 

should occupy the restroom at a time. The frequency of cleaning the restroom should be 

increased.  

  

Parks can be a safe way for people to get out of the house, we just need to ensure that the 

parks don’t become a place where people from multiple households are gathering 

together. If overnight monitoring poses a challenge, then day-use only may be the best 

policy." 

 

If you have other questions you would like addressed, NDLC has requested you email your 

questions to Carissa at carissa@ndlc.org. They will provide questions to Governor Burgum 

and his staff to address and will share on the NDLC's COVID-19 resource webpage for 

your reference.  
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Tim, 

 

Attached is a letter regarding fish cleaning stations under your management and control.  Also attached 

are examples of the signs that we will be making available depending on which way you decide to go. 

 

Please review the letter and get back to me as to your decision with your stations. From there we will 

coordinate to get the appropriate signs to you as soon as they become available.  

 

If you elect to keep your stations closed, it is also strongly recommended to completely wrap the 

stations with snow fence to keep the public from using the table and then leaving the mess.  The snow 

fence along with signs should send the message.   

 

Let me know if you have any questions or comments. 

 

Thanks 

Bob Frohlich 
Fisheries Development Supervisor 
 

701.328.6346     •     bafrohlich@nd.gov     •     gf.nd.gov 
 

     

 







 

NOTICE 
This station is open for your use but is subject to closure if 

the following rules are not followed 

    ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

1. Practice “physical distancing” – stay at least 6’ from other people 

 
2. Only two people at a time are permitted to use the station.  

When one is done the next can enter 

 
3. Recommend facemasks and especially rubber gloves be worn 

 

4. Limit your movement and touching of surfaces within the station 

 
5. Minimize time at the station (process your fish quickly and exit) 

 

6. When done, go the extra mile and thoroughly clean and wash 

down your area   

 

7. Exit and make room for the next person 

 




