
 

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda  
 

December 22, 2015 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2
nd
 Ave NW, Mandan ND 

5:30 PM  

 

Call to order   

             Roll Call 

             Approval of Agenda 

             Approval of minutes of previous meetings 

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Schulz 

 

 

 

 

1. Linda Morris/Tax Director 

• Abatements for the boards consideration 

 

2. Wendy Bent/County HR Director 

• Morton County Giving Owls Project – Recognizing Morton County Employees and the Morton County 4-H 

 

3. Natalie Pierce/County Planner 

• Request approval short- form subdivision – Lincoln Meadows 3
rd
  

• Request approval short-form subdivision – Timberhaven II  

• Request approval to enact Section 5-220 of the Morton County Land Use Code 

• Request approval  to amend and re-enact Section 4-020(c) and Section 5-010 of the Morton County Land Use Code 

• MPO update: Bicycle Friendly Communities Application 

 

4. Mike Aubol/County Engineer 

• Approval of Maintenance Certification 

 

5. Sheriff Pat Heinert & Jail construction project manager Rod Matzke 

• Update on the construction of the Burleigh-Morton Joint Detention Center  

 

6. Kyle Kirchmeier/County Sheriff 

• Courthouse Security Grant Application 

• Jail Contracts 

 

7. Dawn Rhone/County Auditor 

• 2016 Morton County Commission Meeting Schedule 

• Computer Professional  Contract - renewal 

• Custer Health Board Appointment  

• Morton County Housing Authority  

• Morton County Water Resource District 

• West Central Human Service Board 

 

 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY. 



 
 

Please note: These are unofficial minutes and are subject to change.  They will be approved and 

become official at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
 

 
MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
December 10, 2015 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on December 10, 2015 at 5:30 PM 
by Chairman Strinden at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North 
Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Boehm, Leingang and Schulz, Auditor Rhone, 
States Attorney Koppy and Assistant States Attorney Grosinger.   
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Schulz moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 �
��� 

 moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the request for Morton County Development Funds 

for Tellmann’s Market in New Salem in the amount of $16,500.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 !�
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��

 moved and Boehm seconded to authorize an increase in the contract with Attorney Greg 

Runge to $525 per month in accordance with NDCC 25-03.1-13 for indigent civil commitments.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Schulz moved and 
	�
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 seconded to approve Homestead Credit Abatements 4780-4782.  All voting 

aye, motion carried. 
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 moved and Leingang seconded to 
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DATE: 12/22/15

TO: MORTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FROM: LINDA MORRIS, MORTON COUNTY TAX DIRECTOR

RE: DECEMBER 22, 2015 ABATEMENTS

TAX ABATEMENT TYPE OF PARCEL ORIGINAL NEW PROPERTY ABATED REASON FOR

YEAR NUMBER ABATEMENT NUMBER VALUE VALUE ADDRESS VALUE ABATEMENT

2015 4776 LOSS BY FIRE 630152000 $33,900 TERRY LEE SAUER $2,100 409 OAK AVE W $2,100.00 LOSS BY FIRE

2015 4783 FARM EXEMPT 170109000 $70,600  DARLENE A BARNHARD $19,800 2485 59TH ST 50,800.00$              FARM EXEMPT

2014 4784 FARM EXEMPT 170109000 $73,700  DARLENE A BARNHARD $17,900 2485 59TH ST 55,800.00$              FARM EXEMPT

2015 4785 REASSESSMENT 620087000 $97,500

 GERALD E & DARLENE M 

FRIESZ $64,500 321 MAIN ST 33,000.00$              REASSESSMENT

2015 4786 HOMESTEAD CREDIT 650220000 $263,300 CLIFFORD MUND $263,300 4404 HIGHLAND RD NW -$                        HOMESTEAD CREDIT

2015 4787 HOMESTEAD CREDIT 653324000 $116,200 DENNIS HAMMOND $116,200 402 5TH ST NW -$                        HOMESTEAD CREDIT

2015 4788 HOMESTEAD CREDIT 651698000 $159,600 SHARON HENDRICKSON $159,600 611 12 ST NW -$                        HOMESTEAD CREDIT

2015 4789 HOMESTEAD CREDIT 655325000 $84,700 BETTY NOTTESTAD $84,700 4101 CORTEZ CIR NW -$                        HOMESTEAD CREDIT

2015 4790 HOMESTEAD CREDIT 660125000 $114,700 SHERILL SEEGER $114,700 214 3RD ST N NS -$                        HOMESTEAD CREDIT

2015 4791 HOMESTEAD CREDIT 654694000 $159,200 BARB DOVE $159,200 703 15TH ST NW -$                        HOMESTEAD CREDIT

OWNER



Morton County Department of Planning and Zoning 
701-667-3361 | 2916 37th St. NW, Mandan, ND 58554  Page 1 of 1 

 

P&Z SUMMARY | FOR  DECEMB ER  22,  2015 COM MI SS IO N MEET I NG 

1. Request approval of the final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Lincoln Meadows 3rd for 
approximately 9.94 acres in the SW¼ of Section 30, Township 138 N, Range 80 W, Morton 

County. 

a. Summary: the applicant, Jerry Schaff (JB Land LLC), is subdividing for the purpose of 
combining two existing lots for resale. The subdivision is in the Recreational (RC) District 
and would remain Recreational (RC). 

b. P&Z Action: recommended approval  

2. Request approval of the final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Timberhaven II for 

approximately 9.89 acres in the NE¼ of Section 8, Township 137 N, Range 80 W, Morton 

County. 

a. Summary: the proposed subdivision lies immediately west of the existing Tokach’s 
Timberhaven Subdivision. The applicant, Aaron Tokach, is subdividing a single lot for the 
purpose of locating a residence there. The subdivision is in the Recreational (RC) District 
and would remain Recreational (RC). The majority of the proposed subdivision lies in the 
1% chance flood hazard area. An aggregate total of approximately 1.35 acres of 
ground lies above/outside of the flood zone. 

b. P&Z Action: recommended approval with the condition that the applicant shall only be 
allowed to construct improvements on the portion of land that lies outside the 1% chance 
flood zone, with the exception of a sceptic system, which shall be sited at the direction of 
Custer Health. 

3. Request approval to enact Section 5-220 of the Morton County Land Use Code.  

a. Summary: staff has drafted a new section that details specific use standards for Farm 
Worker Dwelling Units/Facilities. 

b. P&Z Action: recommended approval 

4. Request approval to amend and re-enact Section 4-020(c) and Section 5-010 of the Morton 

County Land Use Code.  

a. Summary: these are two housekeeping updates to the Code. Section 4-020(c) is the table 
specifying buffer yard standards between each zoning district and Section 5-010 details 
specific use standards for accessory dwelling units. 

b. P&Z Action: recommended approval 

5. MPO update: Bicycle Friendly Communities Application 
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Proposed Changes to the Morton County Land Use Code 
for Consideration by County Commission 
 

Page 1 of 2 
 

Proposed amendment – addition of section 5-220 
 
5-220 Farm Worker Dwelling Unit/Facility (FWDU/F) 
 

a) Permitted District: farm worker dwelling units and farm worker dwelling facilities are permitted in the 
Agricultural District and in the Recreational District by special use permit.  
 

b) Standards: a farm worker dwelling unit or a facility consisting of more than one farm worker dwelling unit 
shall meet the following standards: 

1) An individual applying for a special use permit for a FWDU/F must have a demonstrated business 
need that cannot be satisfied by means other than the development of a FWDU/F. 

2) A FWDF shall provide residential accommodations for no more than eight (8) workers. 
3) Lots upon which a FWDU/F may be located must be a minimum of 35 acres. 
4) The FWDUs shall comply with all applicable setback and zoning requirements of the underlying 

zoning district. 
5) The minimum setback between FWDUs shall be 32 feet.  
6) FWDU/Fs are expressly prohibited within the Floodplain Overlay District. 
7) All FWDU/Fs must comply with the North Dakota State Building Code and the Morton County 

Land Use Code. 
8) FWDFs shall not be considered Manufactured Home Parks (Section 5-140) or Recreational 

Vehicle Camps (Section 5-150) under the Morton County Land Use Code and shall abide by the 
provisions of Section 5-220.  

i. Some FWDFs may be required to obtain a Mobile Home Park license or RV Park license 
from the North Dakota Department of Health and in such cases FWDFs must abide by 

the provisions of N.D.C.C. § 23-10 and § 33-33.  

9) FWDUs shall be considered part of the property owner’s farm/ranch business and shall not count 
toward dwelling unit maximums established for the underling zoning district. 

10) Workers who reside in a FWDU/F must be employed on a full-time basis by the land owner and 
must be engaged in farming and/or ranching work. 

11) The tract on which the FWDU/F is located and the tract on which the workers are carrying out 
farming and/or ranching activities must be the same tract or immediately adjacent tracts. 

12) Permitted dwelling unit types: 
i. Mobile homes 

ii. Manufactured homes 
iii. Recreational vehicles  

1. Recreational vehicles shall be connected to a long-term waste 
receptacle/facility that meets the approval of Custer Health and/or ND 
Department of Health. Internal waste storage is expressly prohibited in FWDUs.  

iv. Conventional/stick-built housing units are expressly prohibited as FWDUs. 
13) Dwelling unit occupancy limits shall be established by the zoning administrator and shall be 

based upon the housing type, size, and floorplan of each FWDU. 
14) If the employer permits the worker’s family to reside with the worker, the employer shall provide 

one dwelling unit per farm worker family unit and shall not make a farm worker family unit share 
a housing unit with other workers or farm worker family units. 

15) The FWDF shall be situated on the property so as to provide adequate access for emergency 
response vehicles. 

 
c) Additional Application Requirements: In addition to the general materials required to be submitted with 

a special use permit application in Section 10-040, the following materials are required: 
1) Description of the business need that will be fulfilled through the development of a FWDU/F. 
2) Farm Worker Dwelling Facility Plan. A written narrative that includes descriptions of:  



Proposed Changes to the Morton County Land Use Code 
for Consideration by County Commission 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

i. The general operation of the FWDU/F 
ii. Planned duration of use  

iii. Type of housing unit(s) to be provided  
iv. Potable water supply source(s) to be used  
v. Method of sewage disposal  

vi. Method of waste disposal  
3) A scaled site plan showing:  

i. Overall dimensions of the site  
ii. Required setbacks  

iii. Location of housing units and numbering of each unit  
iv. Parking areas  
v. Fences  

vi. Location of existing roads and access ways within and adjacent to the site  
vii. Location of wells, sewage treatment system(s), and waste management areas  

4) Diagrams of the internal floorplan of each dwelling unit 
5) Any other information required by the Zoning Administrator, Planning and Zoning Commission 

and/or the Board of County Commissioners in order to make an informed decision on the 
request. 

6) The Zoning Administrator may attach any conditions or reporting requirements to the special use 
permit that are deemed necessary and prudent. 

 
d) Duration of Special Use Permit  

1) Any special use permit granted under the provisions of this section shall be valid for no longer 
than two years. Applicants who wish to keep a FWDU/F open on an on-going basis must submit a 
renewal application bi-annually.  

2) Any landowner who has obtained a special use permit under the provisions of this section and 
has installed FWDUs on his/her land shall be compelled to remove the housing units from the 
property within 60 days of the expiration of the special use permit unless the landowner has 
obtained a special use permit renewal.  
 

e) Transferability   
1) A special use permit for a FWDU/F shall not automatically transfer upon sale of the property. A 

grantee who wishes to continue a FWDU/F use must submit a formal application to transfer the 
special use permit.   
 

Proposed Amendments to Article 12 
 
Farm Worker Dwelling Unit/Facility: a dwelling unit or facility (collection of two or more dwelling units) designed 
for the use of eight or fewer workers, provided by an employer whose principal business is farming and/or 
ranching, so that workers may reside on the same piece of property upon which they carry out farming and/or 
ranching duties for their employer. See section 5-220 for specific standards.  
 
Farm Worker Family Unit: immediate family unit consisting of a parent or both parents and a minor child or minor 
children and characterized by one or both parents being employed full-time as a seasonal farm and/or ranch 
worker.  
 
FWDU/F: see farm worker dwelling unit/facility. 
 



Proposed Changes to the Morton County Land Use Code 
for Consideration by County Commission 

 

Request to amend and re-enact Section 4-020(c) Table of the Morton County Land Use Code 
 

Existing Table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Updates to Table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Underline indicates new text 
strikethrough indicates suggested deletions 

 
 
 

  

Section 4-020(c) Table  |  Type of Buffer Yard Required 

Proposed 
Zoning 

Existing Adjacent Zoning District 

A R, RM or RC CL CL or IL I 

A -- Light -- -- -- 

R, RM, or RC -- -- Light Moderate Heavy 

CL -- Light -- Light Light Moderate 

CL or IL -- Moderate Light -- Light 

I -- Heavy 
Light 
Moderate 

Light -- 

 

Section 4-020(c) Table  |  Type of Buffer Yard Required 

Proposed 

Zoning 

Existing Adjacent Zoning District 

A R, RM or RC C CL or IL I 

A -- Light -- -- -- 

R, RM, or RC -- -- Light Moderate Heavy 

C -- Light -- -- Light 

CL or IL -- Moderate -- -- Light 

I -- Heavy Light Light -- 

 



Proposed Changes to the Morton County Land Use Code 
for Consideration by County Commission 

 
Request to amend and re-enact Section 5-010 of the Morton County Land Use Code 

Section 5-010 Accessory Dwelling Unit 

 Permitted Districts:  An accessory dwelling unit may be permitted in an Agricultural (A) District (a)
with a special use permit and in a Limited Industrial (IL) District with a special use permit, subject 
to the additional standards to be applied within each district. 

 Standards for Agricultural District:  An accessory dwelling unit in an Agricultural (A) District (b)
shall meet the following standards: 

 No more than one (1) accessory dwelling unit is allowed per lot or tract. (1)

 The lot or tract containing the primary home and an accessory dwelling unit is a minimum (2)
of eighty (80) seventy (70) acres. 

 Standards for Limited Industrial District:  An accessory dwelling unit in a Limited Industrial (IL) (c)
District shall meet the following standards: 

 No more than one (1) accessory dwelling unit is allowed per lot or tract. (1)

 The accessory dwelling unit shall be used exclusively by a watchman, custodian, caretaker, (2)
or proprietor and his/her nuclear family whose employment of business is directly related 
to the principal use. 

 Such dwelling shall be no greater than 900 square feet. (3)

 Such dwelling shall be within or attached to a principle building, and shall not be a (4)
detached single-family dwelling. 

 
 

Underline indicates new text 
strikethrough indicates suggested deletions 

 



 

 

 

 
 
  M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: Morton County Commissioners 
              
FROM:  Will Hutchings, Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Natalie Pierce, Director of Planning & Zoning, Morton County 
 
DATE:  December 18, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Application for Bicycle Friendly Community Recognition 
 
 
A regional task force, assembled by the Bismarck-Mandan MPO, has prepared an 
application to the League of American Bicyclists to recognize the cities of Bismarck, 
Mandan, and Lincoln and the counties of Burleigh and Morton as a Bicycle Friendly 
Community. The complete draft of this application is available upon request and on the 
MPO’s website. The application will be submitted to the MPO Policy Board on January 
19, 2016 for consideration and to the League of American Bicyclists the following month 
for their evaluation. 
 
The League of American Bicyclists is a national bicycling advocacy and education 
organization. They offer a Bicycle Friendly Community program which awards Bronze, 
Silver and Gold designations as well as an Honorable Mention based on an application 
and review process. Over 350 communities nationwide have been recognized, including 
the Fargo and Grand Forks regions. This would be the first application from the 
Bismarck-Mandan region. There is no cost to participate in the program and the 
application is free of charge. Based on the evaluation, the organization will report on 
ways to improve conditions for bicycling in the region. 
 
The task force believes our application makes a strong case for our community, and we 
would like to share a few of the highlights that will be included, organized by the “5Es” 
of bicycle friendly communities: 
 
Engineering 
 

 The Bismarck, Lincoln and Mandan urbanized area has over a hundred miles of 
off-street multiuse paths and the network is expanding at pace with the growth of 
the community. 



 

 There are six over or underpasses in the region that allow cyclists to safely cross 
busy roadways as well as two protected Missouri river crossings. 

 All Capital Area Transit buses are equipped to transport bicycles. 
 
Education 
 

 Police departments from Bismarck, Mandan, and Lincoln all offer bicycle safety 
and helmet use seminars in uniform to elementary schools students. 

 The Bismarck/Mandan Safety Council organizes an annual Bike Rodeo that 
provides bicycle safety education, bicycle inspections, and raffles. 

 Public and private schools have invested in infrastructure, bicycle parking, 
crossing guards, and programs to ensure safe access to school for students who 
walk or bike. 

 
Encouragement 
 

 An official “Bike to Work Week” is held region-wide every May to promote 
bicycling as a viable means of transportation. 

 Dakota Media Access runs public service announcements that provide motorist 
and bicyclist education and promote safe bicycling. 

 United Tribes Technical College promotes bicycle use through a wellness 
program offering free bicycle rentals, a bike share system, and a new pathway 
encircling the campus. 

 A number of bicycle events and races are held every year, including the Burleigh 
County Cup, Harmon Lake triathlon, and regularly scheduled mountain bike and 
cyclocross events. 
 

Enforcement 
 

 Police offices are trained on the rules of the road for motorists and cyclists, and 
maintain a database of bicycle-related incidents. 

 Officers in both Bismarck and Mandan are certified for bike patrol, and have lead 
training sessions for other officers. 

 The City of Bismarck and Mandan have ordinances that effectively establish rules 
of the road for interactions between cyclists and motorists. 

 
Evaluation/Planning 
 

 According to census data, the Bismarck-Mandan region is in the top 25% of all 
small cities in the United States for share of commuters who bike to work, and 
there are four times as many bicycle commuters in the community now than there 
were in the year 2000. 

 Recent region-wide and city transportation plans include strong sections on 
cycling including recommended infrastructure improvements needed to enhance 
safety and access for cyclists. 



 

 According to a recent survey, over half of all residents in the community have 
ridden a bicycle in the last year, and approximately 1.5% of all utilitarian trips in 
the community are made by bicycle. 

 
The application is currently in draft form, and we welcome any input you may have over 
the next few weeks to allow us to accurately portray our community. 





G:\WP/Lana\Court Facilities Improvement Advisory Committee\Grant Awards\Application – CFI Grant Funds – 11th Round.wpd 

 APPLICATION 

 for 

 COURT FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT GRANT FUNDS  

 --------------------------------------------------- 
 N.D.C.C. Section 27-05.2-10 authorizes grants from the Court Facilities Improvement 
and Maintenance Fund for county projects to improve or maintain court facilities.  The basic 
requirements are that the improvement or maintenance project must be a necessary improvement 
to court facilities or essential to remodel or maintain existing court facilities.  The applying 
county is required to provide local funding for the project in an amount at least equal to 25% of 
the project's total cost.  This Application must be postmarked no later than December 31, 

2015, to be considered in the current round of application reviews. 
 

1. Morton County hereby applies for a grant from the Court Facilities Improvement and 
Maintenance Fund. 

 
2. Full description of the improvement or maintenance project for which grant funds are 

requested (attach additional sheets if necessary - include vendor estimates):  
Morton County requests funding to: 
 
A. Remodel/repurpose of current courthouse office space just down the hall from the 

Clerk of Court’s office to include a large courtroom, judge’s chambers, jury room and 
various conference rooms.  Please see attached drawing. 

B. Remodel front entrance to courthouse to accommodate security equipment.  Our 
current foyer is not large enough to safely accommodate the necessary equipment and 
staff to provide security.  Please see attached drawing.   

C. Upgrade current security camera system by adding inside and outdoor cameras and a 
new server. 

 (Price quotes attached). 
  

3. Estimated total cost, including material, labor, and associated expenses, of the project: 
$1,296,467.          

 

Itemized cost (material, labor, other expenses):  
A. Courtroom Remodel      $ 1,147,172  
B. Security Entrance Remodel    $    125,692 
C. Security Camera Upgrade     $      23,603 
D.         $     

$ 1,296,467    
 
4. County local funding contribution (must be at least 25% of the project's total cost): 

$324,116.75 or 25%.  (Note: In-kind contributions will not be considered for purposes 
of satisfying the 25% contribution requirement.  Depending on the nature of the project, 
the Advisory Committee may require local funding in an amount greater that 25% of the 
project's total cost). 

 
5. Amount of grant request: $ 972,350.25. (est. total cost minus 25% county funds). 

 
___________________________________________ 



C:\Users\belinda.eckroth\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\NZRPKIC0\2015 court facilities grant 
app.docx 

Chairman, Morton County Board of Commissioners 
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