
 
 
 
 

   
Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda 

   
October 28, 2025 
Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 
210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    
5:30 PM      
  Call to order   
             The Pledge of Allegiance  
             Roll Call   
             Approval of Agenda   
             Approval of minutes for previous meetings 

  (Joint Commission Meeting w/Burleigh County & Regular County Commission Meeting) 
             Approve monthly bills and payroll �± Commissioner Tokach 
 
 
This meeting will also be available via the Go To Meeting platform via 
https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty or dial  +1 (669) 224-3412  
and use access code: 370-200-173  
 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173 
 
 
 

1. Curtis Hartman/Hebron Renaissance Zone Reinstatement 
�x �5�H�T�X�H�V�W�L�Q�J���D���O�H�W�W�H�U���R�I���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�L�Q�V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�H�E�U�R�Q�¶�V���5�H�Q�D�L�V�V�D�Q�F�H���=�R�Q�H 

 
2. Tom Gerhardt/Executive Director, Dakota Media Access 

�x Requesting funding to support our mission 
 

3. Barb Sandstrom/Morton Mandan Public Library Director 
�x Library Announcements 

 
4. Heidi Hamelton/911 Program Coordinator/Public Information Officer 

�x Media Relations Policy 
 

5. Joel Rostberg/Assistant Emergency Manager 
�x Cybersecurity Policy 

 
6. Donald LaFleur/MC Tax Director 

�x Abatements for board consideration 
 

7. Natalie Pierce/MC Planner 
�x Request from Doran Stoltz for the final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Stoltz Subdivision, and a zoning 

map amendment from Commercial to Residential on approximately 4.99 acres in the SE¼ of Section 9, Township 
139N, Range 83W, Morton County 

�x Request from Minnesota Power for a special use permit for a wind energy conversion facility known as the 
Longspur Wind Project, on approximately 26,000 acres in Sections 13, 14, 24, Township 140N, Range 89W; 
Sections 1-4, 9-26, 28-33, 36 Township 140N, Range 88W; Sections 1, 4 & 5, Township 139N, Range 88W; 
Sections 5-8, 17-20, 28-34, Township 140N, Range 87W; Sections 4-6, 9 Township 139N, Range 87W, Morton 
County 

�x Adoption of Land Use Code Amendment Section 5-400 Solar Energy Generation Facility 
 

8. John Saiki/MC Engineer 
�x Request approval to purchase two (2) new Motorgraders and Wings 
�x Resolution concurring with award of NDDOT Contract with Jensen Brothers Construction Inc., Fargo ND 

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty
tel:+16692243412,,370200173
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173


 
9. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 

�x Flower box in front of Social Services 
 

10. Public comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1  
Public comment policy 
 

11. Others 
 
 
 
*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   

file://///C30FILE2023/Users$/belinda.eckroth/bke/400-006%20%20Public%20Comment%20Policy%20-07-23-25.pdf


MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION JOINT MEETING 
October 9, 2025 
 
The joint meeting of the Morton County and Burleigh County Commissions was called to 
order on October 9, 2025 at 5:00 PM by Chair Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 
210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners 
Zachmeier, Buckley and Morrell , Commissioner Tokach was in attendance via telephone 
and Auditor Rhone.   Also present were States Attorney Koppy, Assistant States Attorney 
Lingle and Sheriff Kirchmeier.   In attendance from Burleigh County was Commissioners 
Bittner, Munson, Schwab, Bakken and Woodcox, Auditor/Treasurer Splonkowski, Sheriff 
Leban, Assistant Jail Administrator Major Wangen and States Attorney Lawyer. 
 
Bittner  moved and Morrell seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
   
Bitner moved and Bakken seconded to adjourn into executive session for attorney 
consultation and negotiation strategy for ongoing litigation pursuant to NDCC 44-04-
19.1(9).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The executive session began at 5:05PM and was attended by Commissioners Boehm, 
Zachmeier, Buckley, Morrell, Bittner, Woodcox, Munson, Schwab and Bakken, 
Commissioner Tokach was present via telephone, Auditor Rhone, Auditor/Treasurer 
Splonkowski, States Attorneys Koppy and Lawyer, Assistant States Attorney Lingle, Sheriffs 
Kirchmeier and Leban, Assistant Jail Administrator Major Wangen and Attorney King.  The 
executive session was adjourned at 5:28 PM. 
 
The joint commission meeting was reconvened at 5:28 PM with all members present. 
 
Morrell moved and Munson seconded to adjourned the meeting at 5:29 PM. 
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  



MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
October 9, 2025 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on October 9, 2025 at 
5:37 PM by Chairman Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 
Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Buckley and 
Morrell , Commissioner Tokach was in attendance virtually and Auditor Rhone.   Also 
present were States Attorney Koppy and Sheriff Kirchmeier.  
 
Morrell  moved and Boehm seconded to approve the agenda with a change.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
   
Buckley moved and Morrell  seconded to approve the minutes of the September 23, 2025 
regular meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell  seconded to approve bills and payroll.  On a roll call vote, all 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve the abatements #7153-7154. All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to authorize the Chair to sign the contract with 
Eagleview. All voting aye, motion carried. 

Morrell  moved and Buckley seconded to approve the farmland modifiers classified as the 
farmland classification, irregular fields and saline seeps modifiers for 2026. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form 
subdivision known Vakkert Sted Second Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from 
Agricultural to Estate, as the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 
7 of the Morton County Land Use Code and conforms to the land use priorities established 
in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan. All voting aye, motion carried. 

Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve the petition to vacate the south 40 ft of 
County Road 139, also known as Ash Ave W, between 7th St N & 8th St N in New Salem, 
upon approval by the City of New Salem of a plot that incorporates the right of way into the 
existing lot owned by the petitioner with compensation from the petitioner to Morton 
County in the amount of $1,000 in compliance with Morton County Policy 700-004.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve a special use permit to allow the 
expansion of an animal feeding operation on approximately 320 acres in the S ½ of Section 
4, Township 140, Range 83W in Morton County from 2,000 animal units of cattle to 5,000 
animal units of cattle, as the use does not violate required state setbacks from occupied 
residences and is within the spirit of Article 11 Section 29 of the North Dakota Constitution 
with the following conditions: 

�x The applicant shall provide a copy of the ND Department of Environmental Quality 
feeding operation permit and all required ND DEQ application materials, to the 
County Zoning Administrator at the time the application is submitted to ND DEQ. 

�x Special use permit shall not become active unit the county receives a copy of an 



approved, expanded feeding operation permit form ND DEQ. 
�x If the facility falls out of compliance with any federal, state or local regulation, the 

permit shall be automatically suspended until the facility returns to compliance 
�x The applicant acknowledges the 80,000 lb weight limit on County Road 83 and 

understands that all overweight commercial traffic must obtain permits through 
LoadPass. 

�x The two residential structures with in SW ¼ 4-140-83, existing as of the date of the 
special use permit was approved, shall be exempt from consideration for odor 
setbacks, as the residences house feedlot employees. 

Voting aye: Zachmeier, Morrell, Tokach, Boehm; voting nay: Buckley, motion carried.  

Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to adopt the Morton County Land Use Code 
Amendment Section 5-300 Carbon Dioxide Collection Facility.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to accept bids as presented by the Sheriff for the LEC 
project with NW Contracting as the general, Butler for generator, Lindtech for boilers, HA 
Thompson & Frontier Electric as subs for NW and increase the total for the previously 
approved total to $930,000.  On a roll call vote, all voting aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to appoint Commissioner Buckley as the State Fair 
delegate for 2025.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the MOU with the ND Secretary of State 
related to elections.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the minimum sale prices for 
delinquent tax property as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Public Comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1 was opened at 7:04.  There was no 
public comments and comment period was closed at 7:04. 

The total of all county funds expended from September 24, 2025 through October 9, 2025 
equals $1,307,061.26. 
  
A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during 
�”�‡�‰�—�Ž�ƒ�”���„�—�•�‹�•�‡�•�•���Š�‘�—�”�•���ƒ�–���–�Š�‡�����‘�”�–�‘�•�����‘�—�•�–�›�����—�†�‹�–�‘�”�ï�•�����ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡�ä 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to adjourned the meeting at 7:05 PM. 
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  
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October 22, 2025 

 
 
Grant Walth, Mayor 
City of Hebron 
616 N Washington Ave 
Hebron ND 58638 
 
Mayor Walth, 
 
The Morton County Commissioners agree to reinstate the Renaissance Zone which expired in June 2025. 
 
The Renaissance Zone program will offer tax incentives for property rehabilitation and new construction and also 
provide Hebron with a mix of commercial and service business while maintaining the historic attractiveness of the City. 
 
We, the Morton County Commissioners, support the City of Hebron in their request to reinstate the Renaissance Zone. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nathan Boehm 
Chairman of the Morton County Commission 

MORTON COUNTY 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR 

701.667.3300 �“ dawn.rhone@mortonnd.org 

 

Dawn R. Rhone, CPA 

https://www.mortonnd.org/auditor
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August 29, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
As Mayor of Mandan, I fully support the Tourism Makerspace Hub at the Morton Mandan 
Public Library. This innovative project will transform unused space into a vibrant destination 
�Z�K�H�U�H���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���1�R�U�W�K���'�D�N�R�W�D�¶�V���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���F�U�D�I�W�V�����V�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���J�X�L�G�H�G��
excursions. 
 
The hub blends tradition with technology, offering immersive experiences that encourage longer 
stays and support our local economy. It positions Mandan as a leader in creative tourism and 
community development. 
 
I strongly endorse this initiative and encourage others to support its success. 
 
Key Project Benefits: 
 
�x Transforms unused library space into a tourism asset 
�x Supports local artisans and small businesses 
�x Encourages longer visitor stays and repeat tourism 
�x Blends traditional crafts with modern technology 
�x Strengthens community identity and cultural engagement 
�x Boosts the local economy through creative tourism 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
James A. Froelich, 
Mayor, City of Mandan 
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North Dakota Department of Commerce 
Tourism Division 
 
Attn: Destination Development Grant Review Committee 
Re: Support for Morton Mandan Public Library – Tourism Makerspace Hub 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee, 
 
On behalf of the Mandan Progress Organization, I am pleased to offer our strong support for the 
Morton Mandan Public Library’s Tourism Makerspace Hub application to the Destination Development 
Grant Program. 
 
This project will transform an unused section of the library into a unique, year-round destination 
where visitors can create, learn, and connect with North Dakota’s culture and heritage. By combining 
artisan-led workshops, interactive storytelling, and guided regional excursions, the Makerspace Hub 
offers a one-of-a-kind experience that will encourage longer stays, strengthen Mandan’s role as a 
tourism anchor, and showcase the authentic creativity of our state. 
 
The MPO believes this project will complement our signature events and enhance the quality of life for 
residents while attracting new visitors to our community. We are confident in the library’s ability to 
deliver on this vision and urge you to support their application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Matt Schanandore 
Executive Director 
Mandan Progress Organization 
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800-004 - Media Relations Policy  

Adopted �t 06/10/2021 
Revised -      REVISED 
Legal Reference:  NDCC 44-04-18; 44-04-19; 44-04-21; 37-17.1; 34-01-20; Morton County 800-005 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for communication with the media and the public. This 
ensures that Morton County provides accurate, consistent, and timely information, while protecting the 
integrity of County operations and complying with applicable laws including the North Dakota Open 
Meetings Law and the North Dakota Open Records Law. 
 
In accordance with the North Dakota Open Records Law Morton County is committed to transparency 
while safeguarding sensitive information. The law provides specific exemptions that allow the County to 
withhold records that are confidential, incomplete, or potentially inaccurate, including personnel records, 
investigatory files, and other protected data. By applying these provisions, the County ensures that only 
accurate and lawful information is disclosed, thereby minimizing the risk of legal liability or reputational 
harm while maintaining public trust. 
 
General Policy 

The County recognizes and values the important role media play in informing and engaging the 
community.   Effective communication: 

�x ensures accurate information is conveyed to the community, 
�x keeps residents informed and engaged in County matters, 
�x promotes County achievements, activities, and significant events, 
�x maintains public trust and confidence, and 
�x expands the visibility and accessibility of Morton County. 

 
All communications will be conducted in a professional, respectful, and transparent manner. This policy 
may not be used for political campaign purposes or to convey disparaging comments regarding any person 
or entity. 

Employees and officials must comply with all applicable confidentiality laws and County policies when 
communicating about County business, whether publicly or on personal social media accounts. Disclosure 
of protected, sensitive, or confidential information, may result in disciplinary action, up to and including 
termination. 
 
 
 



Media Inquiries and Guidelines 
�x Morton County provides full access to the media for all regular and special Board and committee 

meetings, except for closed sessions permitted under North Dakota Open Meetings Law. 

�x All media inquiries and requests should be directed to the Public Information Officer (PIO), who will 
coordinate responses with the appropriate department head.  

�x Employees and officials must treat as sensitive, all information related to personnel matters, ongoing 
investigations, legal or contractual issues, financial or budgetary data, public records exempt from 
disclosure, and County operations such as emergency planning or security systems. Unauthorized 
disclosure of such information may expose the County to legal liability or reputational harm. When 
sensitive issues are involved, employees should consult with the County�[�• legal counsel before any 
disclosure. Sensitive issues may also be reviewed by the County Auditor before release. 

�x Coordination between the PIO, department heads, and Auditor will ensure accurate, complete, and 
consistent responses. �d�Z���� ���}�µ�v�š�Ç�[�•�� �u�����]���� �‰�}�o�]���Ç�� ���}���•�� �v�}�š�� �����v�•�}�Œ�� �]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v�� �����}�µ�š�� ���}�µ�v�š�Ç��
operations, nor does it hinder county officials in performing their duties or communicating with 
residents. 

 
Media Contact 
�x Journalists may obtain Board meeting information from the County website or request agenda 

�‰�����l���š�•���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�������}�µ�v�š�Ç�����µ���]�š�}�Œ�[�•���K�(�(�]���������š���ó�ì�í-667-3300. 

�x Media representatives shall be referred to the PIO or department head unless prior arrangements 
have been made. 

�x �D�����]�����Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�À���•�����Œ�����v�}�š���‰���Œ�u�]�š�š�������š�}�����v�š���Œ���‰���Œ�•�}�v���o���}�Œ���‰�Œ�]�À���š�����}�(�(�]�����•���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š���š�Z�����}�����µ�‰���v�š�[�•��
consent. 

�x Requests for assistance will be reviewed by the PIO or department head and handled in a timely 
manner. 

�x Media photography or video recordings within County facilities require prior authorization from the 
PIO or department head, except in designated public areas. 

 
Media Requests - Roles and Responsibilities 

Departments 
�x Promote departmental services, initiatives, and programs in coordination with the PIO and other 

departments. 
�x Provide factual operational information for public dissemination with prior approval. 
�x Must notify the PIO immediately when contacted by the media. 
�x Department Heads may not issue press releases independently without coordination with the PIO. 

 
Elected Officials 
�x May speak directly with the media regarding their individual offices and duties. 
�x Are encouraged to coordinate with the PIO to ensure consistent and accurate messaging on 

countywide issues. 
�x Media requests for official comments from the Board of County Commissioners will be directed to the 

PIO, Commission Chair, or Vice Chair, unless a specific Commissioner is requested. 

 



�x Morton County recognizes and respects the First Amendment rights of employees and elected 
officials. However, those rights must be exercised responsibly and in compliance with applicable 
confidentiality laws, County policies, and professional standards to avoid misrepresentation or 
disclosure of protected information. 

�x When speaking independently, elected officials must clearly state that their comments reflect 
personal or individual viewpoints and do not represent the official position of Morton County as a 
whole. 

Employee 
�x ���u�‰�o�}�Ç�����•���u�µ�•�š���v�}�š���•�‰�����l���^�}�(�(���š�Z�����Œ�����}�Œ���_���Á�]�š�Z���u�����]���������}�µ�š�����}�µ�v�š�Ç�����µ�•�]�v���•�•�X 
�x Employees may share factual, publicly available information in their normal course of duties but 

should avoid speculation or commentary. 
�x Employees are not restricted when reporting in good faith, legal violations or improper conduct 

under the whistleblower laws. 
�x This policy does not restrict or discourage employee rights from reporting, in good faith, under 

NDCC 34-01-20 or the first Amendment when speaking as a private citizen on matters of public 
concern. 

Public Information Officer  
�x Serves as the official spokesperson for the County. Oversees coordination of traditional and social 

media relations for Morton County. 
�x Prepares and distributes press releases, media statements, and public service announcements. 
�x Coordinates interviews, press conferences, and public presentations. 
�x �K�À���Œ�•�����•���š�Z�������}�µ�v�š�Ç�[�•���}�(�(�]���]���o���Á�����•�]�š�������v�����•�}���]���o���u�����]�������}�u�u�µ�v�]�����š�]�}�v�X 
�x During emergencies, acts as the designated Emergency PIO and coordinates messaging with other 

responding agencies. 
�x Authorized to speak on behalf of departments in coordination with department head and with 

approval or delegation from the County Commission. 
�x Maintains the official County emblem; departments may not alter or use a different emblem 

without prior approval from the County Commission and PIO. 
�x The PIO will maintain and archive all press releases, official statements, and media inquiries for 

public record compliance. 

Procedures 
The County shall be responsive to traditional and social media inquiries in a timely manner and within the 
bounds of appropriate resources. 
 
1. Media Inquiries: All media requests shall be directed to the PIO. The PIO will coordinate with the 

appropriate department or official before issuing a response. 

2. Press Releases and Statements:   All official statements must be reviewed and approved by the PIO 
prior to release.  Press releases shall be distributed simultaneously to all media outlets. 

3. Emergency Communications:  In the event of a disaster or emergency, the PIO or designated backup 
�•�Z���o�o�����}�}�Œ���]�v���š�����Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����/�v���]�����v�š�����}�u�u���v�����^�Ç�•�š���u�����v�����š�Z�������}�µ�v�š�Ç�[�•��Emergency Operations Plan to 
ensure consistent and accurate messaging.  The PIO will work closely with the EM Director and partner 
agencies. 

 
 
 



Public Information Requests 
All requests for County records or information under the North Dakota Open Records Law (N.D.C.C. 
Chapter 44-04) must be directed to the appropriate department or the PIO.  Employees and officials must 
not provide records or respond to requests independently. Records will be provided in accordance with 
the law, ensuring accuracy, completeness, and protection of confidential or sensitive information.  

Employees should consult with the PIO or County legal counsel to mitigate potential legal or reputational 
risk when there is uncertainty about the release of information. 

Enforcement 
All employees and officials are expected to comply with this policy. Violations, including unauthorized 
disclosures of confidential or sensitive information, failure to coordinate communications, or 
misrepresentation of County positions, may result in disciplinary action, up to and including termination. 
Legal action may also be taken if a violation exposes the County to liability or reputational harm.  



 

600-004 �t Cybersecurity Policy 

Adopted - 
Revised -                                                                    DRAFT 
Legal Reference - NDCC 51-30; 44-04; 54-59-02; 54-59-05 (19); NIST- Cybersecurity Framework; ISO/IEC 27001 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to establish security measures to safeguard information, prevent cyber 
threats, and ensure compliance with applicable state and federal regulations. This policy forms the 
foundation for all information security activities across Morton County. It sets standards to reduce the 
�Œ�]�•�l���}�(�����}�u�‰�Œ�}�u�]�•�������]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v�U�����}�u�����š�����u���Œ�P�]�v�P�����Ç�����Œ���š�Z�Œ�����š�•�U�����v�������v�Z���v�������š�Z�������}�µ�v�š�Ç�[�•���Œ���•�]�o�]���v������
against cyber risks. The policy promotes consistent behavior and defines responsibilities across all 
departments and users. 
 
General Policy 
This policy applies to all aspects of information security, including technological, administrative, and 
operational practices used to protect County information, data, files, and processing resources. 

NRG Technology Services in partnership with Morton County Director of Emergency Management, is 
responsible for defining and developing the cybersecurity policies, standards, roadmaps, tools and 
technologies to mitigate cybersecurity risks and respond to potential attacks affecting all County entities. 

This policy applies to all employees, contractors, and any individuals or entities authorized to use Morton 
County technology resources, including computers, networks, databases, email, voicemail, internet 
access, and cloud-based services. It also applies to anyone who, by virtue of their role or relationship with 
the County, has access to confidential or sensitive information, as well as to any device regardless of 
location or ownership used to store, process, or transmit proprietary or protected County data. 
 
Policy Objectives 
�¾ Provide clear direction and support for cybersecurity protection measures. 
�¾ Serves as a guiding framework for responding to cyber incidents, attacks, and data breaches, etc.  
�¾ Foster a strong security culture through awareness, accountability, and ongoing training. 
�¾ Ensure compliance with applicable legal, regulatory, and contractual requirements. 
 
Partner Management and Business Continuity Planning  
- NRG Technology Services in collaboration with Morton County Director of Emergency Management, 

is responsible for establishing cybersecurity policies, standards and oversight mechanisms. 
- NRG shall be responsible for ensuring that all technology assets, including hardware, software, cloud 

services, or other information assets comply with the County cybersecurity policies and standards. 
- NRG manages the identification, procurement, implementation, operations and maintenance of all 

cybersecurity tools and products including hardware, software and cloud services. 
- NRG along with North Dakota Information Technology (NDIT) shall maintain visibility into all County 

owned devices connected to the County network. 



- NRG ensures all devices connected to the County systems are updated with current security patches 
and operating systems on a timely basis, or the noncompliant County owned devices will be removed 
from the network. 

- Departments must report all suspected malicious activity, security events, or attacks to NRG 
immediately. 

- County Departments must ensure all devices and staff accessing the C�}�µ�v�š�Ç�[�•�� �/�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v�� ���}�u�‰�o�Ç��
with the County standards defined by NRG and the County Cybersecurity Policy. 

- Departments will ensure all County staff must complete annual Cybersecurity awareness training 
provided by Human Resources in conjunction with Emergency Management. 

 
User and Application Security 
- Applications capable of performing potentially harmful or vulnerable actions must be tightly 

controlled. 
- Administrative privileges must be restricted for operating systems and applications to personnel on a 

case-by-case basis. 
- Operating systems must be regularly patched and updated to the latest versions. 
- Utilize multi-factor authentication to provide a higher verification assurance for privileged, power, 

and remote user access.  
- Perform daily backups and regularly back up critical system data and configuration settings. Maintain 

secure off-site backups that are isolated from the County network. 
- Staff must follow password best practices, including strong password creation and secure handling of 

credentials. 
- Unauthorized software or hardware installations are prohibited on County or public access 

computers. 
- The use of email, voicemail, or the internet in any manner considered disruptive, offensive, illegal, or 

harmful to Morton County is prohibited. 
- Confidential business information, including employee and stakeholder records, must be protected at 

all times. 
- Staff must exercise discretion when working with confidential data and must refrain from discussing 

such information ���o���•�•�]�(�]���������•���^�(�}�Œ���}�(�(�]���]���o���µ�•�����}�v�o�Ç�_ or other classified data. 
- Employees must comply with the Responsible Use of Electronic Communications guidelines in the 

Morton County Team Handbook. 
- Breaches of confidentiality or unauthorized disclosure may result in disciplinary action up to and 

including termination and possible legal action. 
- Employees uncertain about confidentiality requirements or an improper disclosure should consult 

their immediate supervisor, Auditor, or Human Resources. 
 
Preventative Measures  
- Firewall hardware and software (managed by NDIT) protect County systems, user accounts, and 

network traffic from known threats.  
- Web filtering (managed by NDIT) blocks websites deemed unsafe, inappropriate, or high-risk (e.g., 

malicious, gambling, pornographic, or terrorist content). 
- Antivirus software is used to detect and mitigate malware or malicious coding, and ensure system 

integrity. 
- Spam and phishing detection systems automatically filter harmful or suspicious email traffic. 
- Password strength requiring a certain level of difficulty and complexity in all �µ�•���Œ�•�[ passwords.  
- Provide ongoing cybersecurity awareness information and training to all County employees.  

 
 



Incident Response, Disaster Recovery, and Business Continuity Planning 
- All cybersecurity incidents, including data breaches, malware infections, and system invasions, must 

be reported to Morton County Auditor, Human Resources, Emergency Management, and NRG 
immediately.  

- It is the responsibility of County management to ensure that disaster recovery and business continuity 
planning is conducted to minimize damage and loss, reduce impact, maintain confidence among 
clients and stakeholders, recover and resume business operations as swiftly as possible, and to ensure 
���}�v�š�]�v�µ�]�š�Ç���}�(���š�Z�����}�Œ�P���v�]�Ì���š�]�}�v�[�•���(�µ�v���š�]�}�v�•�����v�����Œ���À���v�µ�����•�š�Œ�����u�X  

- This plan ensures minimal disruptions by outlining roles, responsibilities, procedures, and resources 
necessary for recovery.  �d�Z�������}�µ�v�š�Ç�[�•�����Ç�����Œ�•�����µ�Œ�]�š�Ç���Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�����(�Œ���u���Á�}�Œ�l���(�}�o�o�}�Á�•���š�Z�]�•���•���‹�µ���v�����W  
Protect and P�Œ���À���v�š���W���/�����v�š�]�(�Ç�����v����I�•�}�o���š�����W���Z���•�‰�}�v�������v����R�����}�À���Œ���W�����À���o�µ���š�������v����R���‰�}�Œ�š���W���Z���À�]���Á��
and Document. 
 

Cybersecurity Training 
- All staff must complete an annual cybersecurity awareness training, covering phishing, social 

engineering, data handling, and other best practices provided by Human Resources in conjunction 
with Morton County Emergency Management. 

- Training completion will be verified and recorded by Human Resources. 
 

Integration with Other County Policies 
This policy acts as an umbrella document for all Morton County security policies and associated standards 
which may exist that address specific areas of security that include; internet and e-mail use; vendor and 
contractor access; and portable computing and personal device. 
 
Departments may also have additional internal policies that address information security that may be 
more restrictive; in the event of conflict, the policies providing the County with the greatest level of 
security apply. 
 
Compliance and Enforcement 
Failure to comply with this policy may result in disciplinary action, up to and including termination, and 
potential legal consequences.  
 
This policy will be reviewed periodically and updated as necessary to maintain compliance with evolving 
laws, regulations, and cybersecurity standards. All County departments are responsible for ensuring that 
staff are familiar with and follow this policy. Every user of County technology resource�[�• is expected to 
conduct their activities in accordance with these requirements. Use of any County information systems 
constitutes consent to monitoring and acknowledgment of, and agreement to comply with, all provisions 
of this policy. 



1 | P a g e 
 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/28/2025 
PREPARATION DATE:  10/24/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  ABATEMENT 7155-7156 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: VETERANS ABATEMENT 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 
MORTON COUNTY 

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF VETERANS ABATEMENT 7155-7156 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

7155 2024 VC 25-0065000 KUHN/DARRELL J 5186 41ST AVE  
NEW SALEM 3,805 3,805 0 166.85 

7156 2024 VC 25-0061000 KUHN/DARRELL J 5175 41ST AVE 
NEW SALEM 5,028 5,028 0 166.85 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/28/2025 
PREPARATION DATE:  10/24/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  ABATEMENTS 7157-7161 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: HOMESTEAD ABATEMENTS 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 
CITY OF MANDAN 

 
CITY OF HEBRON 

 
MORTON COUNTY 

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF HOMESTEAD ABATEMENTS 7157-7161 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

7157 2024 HC 65-0988000 WALD/TONY & PATRICIA 1912 9TH AVE SE 
MANDAN 9,684 9,000 684 280.47 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

7158 2023 HC 64-0116000 KRIEG/WENDY 712 WASHINGTON 
AVE HEBRON 3,452 3,452 0 271.40 

7159 2023 HC 64-0117000 KRIEG/WENDY 716 WASHINGTON 
AVE HEBRON 245 245 0 271.40 

7160 2023 HC 64-0122000 KRIEG/WENDY 113 MAPLE ST 
HEBRON 585 585 0 271.40 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

7161 2023 HC 30-0335000 GERHARDT/NANCY LEE 1945 VALLEY DR S 
MANDAN 19,584 4,500 15,084 199.87 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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1.0   INTRODUCTION 

The Longspur Wind Project, wholly owned by Minnesota Power, (Longspur Wind) is submitting this application 
for a Special Use Permit (SUP) to construct the Longspur Wind Energy Project (Project). The proposed Project 
is located in Morton County, North Dakota and will have a nameplate capacity of approximately 202.5 
megawatts (MW). The Project consists of up to 45 wind turbines, 12 alternative wind turbine locations, access 
roads, electrical collection lines and communication systems, a substation (Longspur Substation), one Aircraft 
Detection Lighting System (ADLS) radar tower, an operations and maintenance (O&M) facility, a laydown 
yard, and one permanent meteorological (MET) tower.  

The Project will be located entirely within Morton County, with the exception of the transmission line. The 230-
kilovolt (kV) transmission line (Transmission Line) will connect the Project’s substation in Morton County to 
the existing Tri-County 230 kV substation in Mercer County, which will also serve as the Project’s Point of 
Interconnection (POI). The transmission line is approximately 2.3 miles long, of which approximately 2.0 miles 
will be located in Morton County. In accordance with the Morton County Land Use Code, the transmission line 
falls under the public utilities exemption; therefore, it is not included in this SUP application. 

Minnesota Power is an investor-owned public utility headquartered in Duluth, Minnesota. Minnesota Power 
supplies retail electric service to 150,000 retail customers, including some of the nation’s largest industrial 
customer operations, and wholesale electric service to 14 municipalities in a 26,000-square-mile electric 
service territory located in northeastern Minnesota. Minnesota Power’s transmission network is 
interconnected with the regional transmission grid to promote reliability. Minnesota Power is a member of the 
Midwest Independent System Operator (MISO) and the Midwest Reliability Organization (MRO). 

Minnesota Power operates a 1,600 MW peak demand system with electric power generation in the form of 
renewable wind, solar, and hydropower generation facilities, as well as coal, biomass, and natural gas-fired 
power plants in Minnesota, and wind energy generation facilities in North Dakota. Minnesota Power also 
purchases electricity from independent power producers and other public utilities. Minnesota Power delivers 
550 MW of electricity to Minnesota Power’s service area via its 465-mile-long HVDC +/-250-kV transmission 
line (HVDC Line), which includes substations and a conversion facility near Center, North Dakota. 

1.1 Compliance with the Morton County Land Use Code  

This SUP application demonstrates that the Project meets the conditions set forth in the Morton County Land 
Use Code adopted on September 8, 2014, and amended on March 13, 2025 (Land Use Code). Appendix A 
includes the Morton County Unified Development Application for the Project. 

Longspur Wind will also comply with all applicable North Dakota Public Service Commission (PSC) siting 
requirements and plans to submit applications for a Certificate of Site Compatibility (wind project) and a 
Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Permit (Transmission Line) to the PSC in the fourth quarter of 
2025.  

1.2 Project Area  

The Project Area identified below includes the locations where Longspur Wind has obtained easement 
agreements to construct wind turbines and associated facilities. The Project Area was selected to include all 
areas necessary for Longspur Wind to optimize the wind resource while avoiding and minimizing impacts to 
environmental resources. The Project Area encompasses approximately 26,100 acres and has obtained 
easements in Morton County in the areas identified in Table 1 (see Figure 1). 
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Table 1 Project Area  Legal Description  

County Township Name Township Range Section(s) 1 

Morton Morton Unorganized 
Territory 

139 N 87 W 4, 5, 6, 9 

88 W 1, 4, 5 

140 N 87 W 5, 6, 7, 8, 17, 18, 19, 20, 28, 29, 30. 
31. 32. 33, 34 

88 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 9 – 33, 36 

89 W 13, 14, 24 
1 Note that locations within the Project Area may be located within the Section but may not encompass the 
entire Section. 

1.3 Project Schedule  

The commercial operation date is dependent upon permitting, equipment deliveries, and other development 
activities. Longspur Wind is targeting construction to begin in Q3 2026, provided all pre-construction permits 
and approvals have been obtained. 

1. Permits:  Longspur Wind is responsible for undertaking all required environmental studies 
and will obtain all permits and licenses that are required following issuance of the Certificate 
of Site Compatibility and Certificate of Corridor Compatibility and Route Permit. Obtaining 
county permits is a critical priority for the Project and will allow Longspur Wind to move 
forward with other commitments on the Project. 

2. Equipment Procurement, Manufacture, and Delivery: Longspur Wind equipment orders 
are in process and equipment will be delivered at or around the beginning of construction 
and will continue through the construction phase. 

3. Construction: Construction is scheduled to begin as early as Q3 2026, subject to obtaining 
necessary permits, road restrictions, and weather. The engineering, procurement, and 
construction contractor will be responsible for completing all construction, including roads, 
wind turbine assembly, electrical, and communications work. Construction will take 
approximately one year to complete. 

4. Testing Operations: Longspur Wind anticipates testing to begin between Q3 and Q4 2027. 

5. Commercial Operation: Longspur Wind anticipates commercial operation of the Project to 
begin producing energy in Q4 2027.
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2.0   PROJECT EQUIPMENT DESCRIPTION 

The Project expects to use up to 45 wind turbines with a capacity of up to 5 MW per turbine and 12 alternative 
turbine locations. Exact turbine models are subject to change to ensure selection of a turbine that is both cost 
effective and optimizes land and wind resources. The final turbine type selection may affect the number and 
configuration of the turbine array.   

To the extent reasonably possible, Longspur Wind will use materials, colors, textures, and locations that will 
blend the Project into the natural setting and existing environment and in compliance with Section 5-180 of 
the Land Use Code. 

2.1 Wind Turbine Generators  

The wind turbine will have up to a 370.7-foot-high hub height and a maximum height of 638.2 feet from the 
base of the tower to the tip of the upright blade. The turbines are designed to begin operation in wind speeds 
of 6.7 miles per hour (mph) and will reach the rated capacity at a wind speed of 24.6 mph.  

2.2 Turbine Rotors  

Each rotor will consist of three blades mounted to a rotor hub. The hub is attached to the nacelle, which 
houses the gearbox, generator, brake, cooling system, and other electrical and mechanical systems. The 
selected wind turbine will have an up to 534.8-foot rotor diameter with a swept area of 224,640.5 square feet. 

2.3 Turbine Towers  

The tower is described as cylindrical/conical or tubular steel tower with flange connections. The towers are 
designed with the majority of internal welded connections replaced by magnet supports to create a 
predominantly smooth-walled tower. Magnets provide load support in a horizontal direction and internals, such 
as platforms, ladders, etc., are supported vertically (that is, in the gravitational direction) by a mechanical 
connection. The smooth tower design reduces the required steel thickness, rendering the tower lighter 
compared to one with all internals welded to the tower shells. Surfaces are coated for protection against 
corrosion. All welds are made by automatically controlled power welding machines and ultrasonically 
inspected during manufacturing per American National Standards Institute specifications. 

Each turbine can be accessed through a lockable steel door at the entrance platform approximately 9.8 feet 
above ground level. Access to the top platform in the tower is by a ladder or service lift. Access to the nacelle 
from the top platform is by ladder. Access to the transformer room in the nacelle is controlled by a lock. Interior 
lights are factory installed at interval points from the base of the tower to the tower top. The turbine is equipped 
with lights in the tower, nacelle and hub. The main controller is placed in the tower bottom of the turbine. 

2.4 Turbine Light ning Protection  

Lightning and ground protection for all wind farm equipment is designed and constructed to be compliant with 
all applicable National Electrical Code and National Electrical Safety Code requirements. Each turbine will be 
grounded and shielded to protect against lightning. The grounding system will be installed during foundation 
work, will be designed for local soil conditions, and will be in accordance with local utility or code requirements. 
The electrical components will also be protected. 

Each wind turbine has a lightning protection system (LPS), which helps protect the wind turbine against the 
physical damage caused by lightning strikes. The LPS consists of five main parts: lightning receptors on 
blades, down conducting system, protection against overvoltage and overcurrent, and shielding against 
magnetic and electrical fields. 
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2.5 Electrical Collection System  

The electricity generated by each turbine is stepped up to a power collection line voltage of 34.5 kV via a 
transformer mounted inside the nacelle of each wind turbine. The electricity generated at each turbine will be 
collected by a system of underground power collection lines within the Project Area and brought to the 
Longspur Substation. The Longspur Substation will step up the voltage from 34.5 kV to 230 kV, enabling it to 
be transmitted along overhead transmission lines.  

Communication lines will be placed parallel to underground power collection lines and terminate at the O&M 
building. 

2.6 Electrical Power Transmission Line s 

The Transmission Line (2.0 miles of which will be in Morton County) will convey power from the planned 
Longspur Wind energy collection substation in Morton County to the POI at the existing Tri-County Substation 
in Mercer County. The Transmission Line will have minimum interference with farming and irrigation 
operations and is an exempted use under the Land Use Code. 

2.7 Access Roads 

Access to each turbine will be facilitated by a compacted gravel road. Access roads have been sited in 
consultation with landowners to avoid or minimize impacts to land use and the environment. The access roads 
will be approximately 16 feet wide (total easement width is approximately 25-30 feet) and constructed with 
locally sourced gravel, if available. The access roads will support the size and weight of maintenance vehicles.  

2.8 Associated Facilities  

In addition to wind turbines, the Project includes access roads, an underground electrical collection system, 
an underground SCADA communication system, the Longspur Substation, an O&M building, one ADLS radar 
tower, and one MET towers. The turbine-generated electricity is transmitted to a nacelle-mounted transformer, 
where it is converted to the 34.5 kV collection line voltage. The underground collection line system transmits 
the electricity to the collection substation, where it is converted to the Transmission Line voltage of 230 kV. 
Longspur Wind will construct a 2.3-mile-long, 230-kV Transmission Line to connect the Longspur Substation 
to the existing Tri-County 230 kV substation in Mercer County, which will also serve as the POI.  
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3.0   WIND ENERGY FACILITY REGULATIONS (MORTON COUNTY LAND USE 
CODE, SECTION 5-180) 

Longspur Wind will comply with all Morton County Land Use Code standards and State of North Dakota 
siting requirements. The following section is a description of how the Project will comply with all Standards 
for Wind Energy Facilities in Section 5-180 of the Land Use Code (see Figures 2 – 5). 

3.1 Standards  

3.1.1 Appearance  Standards  (Code Section 5 -180.b.1) 

The proposed wind turbine generators will be installed on tubular, monopole-type towers that will be 
painted a non-reflective, non-obtrusive color and will not display any advertising except for reasonable 
identification of the manufacturer or Project operator. Turbines will also be marked with a visible 
identification number to assist with provision of emergency services. 

Buildings and related structures at the Project will, to the extent reasonably possible, use materials, colors, 
textures, and locations that will blend the Project to the natural setting and existing environment. 

Except for lighting required by the Federal Aviation Administration and PSC, wind turbine generators within 
the Project will not be artificially lit. 

3.1.2 Construction and Maintenance Standards  (Code Section 5 -180.b.2) 

Construction of the Project will require new aggregate-surfaced access roads. After the construction phase 
and during operation of the Project, the access roads will be used by O&M crews while inspecting and 
servicing the wind turbines. The access roads will be between towers, offset as necessary to allow for 
adequate access. One road will be required for each string of turbines. Although a 25- to 30-foot-wide 
disturbance area is likely during construction, the permanent access roads will primarily be low profile to 
allow cross-travel by farm equipment and will be approximately 16 feet wide. The permanent access roads 
will be maintained during the operation of the Project and unless otherwise requested by the landowner, 
will be returned to their original condition upon Project decommissioning. 

The location and construction of the Project's access roads and other infrastructure shall, to the extent 
reasonably possible, minimize disruption to farmland, the landscape, and agricultural operations within the 
county. Prior to construction, Longspur Wind will make arrangements (including obtaining permits) for road 
use access road intersections, maintenance and repair of damages with the governmental jurisdiction with 
authority over each road. Longspur Wind and its representatives have and will continue to coordinate 
efforts with the county road engineer through the development process. 

Longspur Wind will promptly repair or replace any fences or gates removed or damaged during all phases 
of the Project's life unless otherwise negotiated with the affected landowner. Additionally, the Project will 
provide for continuity in electric fence circuits when installing gates where electric fences are present. 
Where necessary or requested by landowners, the Project will construct gates or fences such as those 
around the collection substation. 

The Project will be responsible for all maintenance associated with the turbines and private roads 
accessing the turbines during Project operation. Additionally, Longspur Wind will enter into a road 
maintenance agreement with the Morton County Road Department to ensure that all County roads used 
during construction are repaired or restored to a condition at least equal to the road condition prior to 
construction of the Project. Prior to construction, the Project will contact the Morton County Engineer and 
request an inspection of the haul routes. Additionally, the Project will abide by all state and local overweight 
requirements outlined in North Dakota Century Code Chapter 39-12, including obtaining permits. 
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Longspur Wind will take into account and avoid all drainage tiles during all phases of Project life. If drainage 
tiles are broken or damaged by the Project, Longspur Wind will promptly repair or replace all damaged 
drainage tiles unless otherwise negotiated with the affected landowner. 

Longspur Wind will minimize tree removal and will not remove groves of trees or shelter belts without 
written approval of the impacted landowner. 

Longspur Wind will site laydown yards at least 0.5 mile from the nearest occupied dwelling; however, this 
setback may be waived, if stated in writing, by both the owners and inhabitants (if different). 

3.1.3 Public Safety Standards (Code Section 5- 180.b3) 

Prior to construction, Longspur Wind will prepare and provide fire protection and medical emergency plans 
to local emergency and medical service providers including rural fire district, Sheriff's Department, 
Emergency Management, and local emergency medical service providers having jurisdiction over the 
area.  

Each wind tower will be marked with a visible identification number to assist with provision of emergency 
services, and Longspur Wind will file with the Morton County Emergency Manager a wind energy facility 
map identifying wind turbine locations and numbers. 

Longspur Wind will provide educational material to landowners within the site boundaries and, upon 
request, to interested persons about the Project and any restrictions or dangers associated with the 
Project. Longspur Wind also provide any necessary safety measures, such as warning signs and gates 
for traffic control or to restrict public access to turbine access roads, substations, and wind turbines. 
Longspur Wind will comply with provisions outlined in their public safety plan. 

Within 24 hours of an occurrence, Longspur Wind will notify the Morton County Emergency Manager of 
any extraordinary event. Extraordinary events include, but shall not be limited to, fires, tower collapse, 
thrown blade, collector or feeder line failure, or injured wind turbine facility worker or private person. 
Longspur Wind, within 30 calendar days of the occurrence, will submit a report to the County Emergency 
Manager describing the cause of the occurrence and the steps taken to avoid future occurrences. 

3.1.4 Collector  System  Standards (Code Section 5 -180.b4) 

The Project collectors and communication cables will be placed underground to a depth of at least 4 feet 
when located on private property and placed within or adjacent to the land necessary for wind turbine 
access roads, unless otherwise negotiated with the affected landowner. Collectors and communication 
cables placed on private property will be in accordance with the easement negotiated with the affected 
landowner. No overhead feeder lines (overhead collectors or communication cables) will be used as part 
of the Project. 

Longspur Wind will be responsible for compliance with all federal, state, and local laws applicable to the 
generation, storage, transportation, clean-up, and disposal of hazardous wastes generated during any 
phase of the Project’s life. 

Longspur Wind will site the substation so that it is set back from the nearest occupied dwelling by at least 
0.5 mile; however, this setback may be waived, if stated in writing, by both the owners and inhabitants (if 
different).  

3.1.5 Turbine Setback Standards  (Code Section 5- 180.b5) 

The setbacks used in designing the Project comply with or exceed those required by Morton County Land 
Use Code setbacks for wind turbines, the PSC wind energy-specific exclusion area setbacks per North 
Dakota Administrative Code Section 69-06-08-01(2) and North Dakota Century Code Section 49-22-05.1, 
and vendor standards, including a 1,900-foot setback from inhabited nonparticipating residences. Table 2 
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lists the Morton County Land Use Code setbacks used in designing the Project. The distances are based 
on the largest wind turbine. The largest contemplated wind turbine will measure up to 638.2 feet from the 
base of the tower to the tip of the upright blade. 

Longspur Wind is requesting a Variance from Morton County’s Land Use Code’s setback distance of 1.1 
times the height of the turbine plus 75 feet under Section 5-180.b.5.C for the Project’s associated 
Transmission Line. Longspur wind will be the owner and operator of the line. The Project does however 
meet the PSC’s setback requirement of 1.1 times the height of the turbine for the Transmission Line. 

The Project will work with local entities to ensure Morton County’s Land Use Code’s setback standards 
are met. The Project layout has been designed to comply with the County’s setbacks; however, if turbines 
are within the setback zone from aboveground communication or electrical lines. Minnesota Power will 
work with utilities to bury their communication or electrical lines. If setback requirements cannot be met 
alternative turbines will be selected. 

Table 2 Turbine Setback Standards Designated by the Morton County Land Use Code  

Setback Type Setback Distance in Land Use Code 
Setback Distance as 

Applied to Project 

Occupied dwelling, commercial 
building, publicly used structure 
or facility, or state and county 
park 

1.25 x height of the turbine or 1,320 
feet, whichever is greater 

1,320 feet 

State park and county park 0.5 mile 0.5 mile 

Interstate, state, or county road; 
or above-ground communication 
or electrical lines; or railroad right-
of-way 

1.1 x height of the turbine plus 75 
feet from the centerline of the 
existing right-of-way or object 

777 feet 

Section lines Turbine shall be set back 100 feet 100 feet 

Setback from the wind energy 
facility perimeter 

1.5 x height of the turbine1 957.3 feet 

1 A variance may be granted if an authorized representative or agent of the applicant and those affected 
parties of adjoining properties with associated wind rights sign a formal and binding agreement expressing 
all parties’ support for a variance that may reduce the setback requirements. 

Longspur Wind understands that Morton County has many sensitive sites, and the Board of County 
Commissioners may ask Longspur Wind to avoid these sites in granting an SUP.  

3.2 Minimum Ground Clearance (Code Section 5- 180.c) 

Longspur Wind understands that the blade tip of any wind turbine shall, at its lowest point, have ground 
clearance of no less than 70 feet. The final wind turbine model will have a ground clearance of 103.3 feet.  

3.3 Additional Requirements (Code Section 5- 180.d) 

Longspur Wind will provide the below outlined additional application requirements identified in the Land 
Use Code. Longspur Wind will not operate the Project in a manner that will cause interference to existing 
microwave, television, radio telecommunications, or navigation interference contrary to Federal 
Communications Commission regulations or any federal, state, or local laws. In the event the wind turbine 
facility or its operations cause such interference as described in this section, Longspur Wind shall take 
measures necessary to correct the problem within thirty (30) calendar days. 
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3.3.1 Electromagnetic Interference (Code Section 5 -180.d1) 

Longspur Wind worked with Comsearch and completed an assessment of microwave signal patterns, 
television, radio, and telecommunications in the Project Area (Appendix B).  

3.3.1.1 Microwave Signal Patter ns 

There are three microwave beam paths within the Project Area. Longspur Wind will avoid all beam paths 
by placing turbines outside of the exclusion zones. 

3.3.1.2 Television  

There are 22 records, for operating television stations within 150 kilometers of the Project. Longspur Wind 
will avoid siting turbines where there is a clear line of sight to the station. In the event that television services 
are interrupted due to the Project, Longspur Wind will work with affected landowners to mitigate impacts. 

3.3.1.3 AM and FM Radio  

No AM or FM stations were found within 30 kilometers of the Project. Longspur Wind does not anticipate 
any effects to AM or FM radio within the Project Area.  

3.3.2 Archeological Resource Survey and Consultation  (Code Section 5 -180.d2) 

Longspur Wind is under the purview of the PSC. An archaeological resource survey was performed in 
2024 and 2025 and the results will be submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota (SHSND) 
for review and comment. The results of the surveys will be described in detail in the Project’s applications 
to the PSC, and the response from SHSND will be provided to Morton County, when received, as support 
for the SUP. All identified archaeological sites will be avoided by the Project’s design and construction. 
The Project will adopt an Unanticipated Discovery Plan (UDP), and any unknown archaeological sites or 
human remains that are found during construction will be managed in accordance with the UDP, as well 
as state and federal laws. 

3.3.3 Biological Resources Survey  (Code Section 5 -180.d3) 

Longspur Wind is under the purview of the PSC. Longspur Wind, in consultation with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the North Dakota Game and Fish Department (NDGFD), has conducted a 
preconstruction inventory of existing wildlife management areas, scientific and natural areas, recreation 
areas, native prairies and forests, wetlands, and any other biologically sensitive areas and wildlife 
resources, particularly birds and bats, within the Project Area. The Project has also performed 
assessments for the presence of federally listed or threatened species, and other protected species, such 
as migratory birds. The results of the surveys will be discussed in detail in the Project’s applications to the 
PSC and submitted to the USFWS and NDGFD upon completion. Summaries of the survey results and 
agency consultations will be provided to the Zoning Administrator prior to Project construction. 

3.4 Road Use Arrangements  (Code Section 5 -180.e) 

Prior to construction, Longspur Wind will make satisfactory arrangements (including obtaining permits) for 
road use, access roads, intersections, maintenance and repair of damages with the governmental 
jurisdiction with authority over each road. Longspur Wind will notify the County Engineer of such 
arrangements upon request. 

3.5 Changes to Permit (Code Section 5 -180.g) 

After a special use permit has been granted, Longspur Wind will obtain authorization for any minor changes 
in the location or character of wind turbine facilities and structures in writing from the Zoning Administrator. 
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3.6 Restoration of Property  (Code Section 5 -180.f) 

Longspur Wind understands that County Code Section 5-180.f. requires that Longspur Wind (or the owner 
at the time) remove all structures to a depth of three feet below pre-construction grade within 6 months of 
termination or abandonment of Project leases/easements; however, Longspur Wind requests application 
of the PSC’s decommissioning rules, which allow for up to 24 months for completion of decommissioning 
after a facility’s abandonment or end of useful life.  North Dakota Administrative Code § 69-09-09-04.  

3.7 Change in Ownership (Code Section 5 -180.h) 

Prior to any change in ownership or controlling interest in the Project, an application will be made to the 
Morton County Board of County Commissioners, requesting that county permits be transferred to the new 
owner, as applicable.  
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4.0   MORTON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND OTHER 
CONSIDERATIONS 

Consistent with the general requirements for SUPs, Longspur Wind has taken into consideration the 
Morton County Comprehensive Plan as well as the health and safety of the public and the works and 
residents in the area. The Project will not be detrimental to the use or development of properties adjacent 
to the Project and the Project Area in general. 

In addition, the positive economic impact of wind development lasts throughout the life of the Project and 
benefits landowners, local government, school districts, and local business. 

4.1 Morton County Comprehensive Plan Considerations  (Code Section 10- 040(b)(1) 

Longspur Wind is consistent with the goals and objectives of the Morton County 2045 Comprehensive 
Plan (adopted February 2018). Energy remains one of the largest industries in the state of North Dakota 
and is a primary sector industry for Morton County. Wind energy is a relatively new part of the energy 
sector in Morton County but is a growing component with an ongoing revenue that benefits landowners, 
government, and school districts. Additionally, wind energy projects take advantage of the area’s abundant 
wind resource while allowing the surrounding land to remain in active agricultural use. 

The Project helps to further Morton County Comprehensive Plan Goal 1: Agricultural and Ranch Lands 
are Preserved for those Uses, with an objective that “development occurs within appropriate, designated 
areas, which are identified in this Plan as Growth-Priority Areas.” The Project can offer agricultural 
landowners an additional revenue stream, while allowing them to maintain the land’s current use. The 
Project is also consistent with Goal 6: The Morton County Economy is Diversified and Growing, including 
Objective 6.1: to “ensure that land use policies support the development of uses that contribute to 
economic growth”, as all applicable County Land Use codes will be complied with. Lastly, the Project will 
be sited to avoid sensitive water resources and special flood hazard areas, to the extent feasible. As such, 
it supports Goal 7: Chosen Locations for Development in Morton County do not Increase Potential Hazards 
to Public Health and Safety; particularly Objective 7.1 that “susceptibility of development to known sources 
of water damage is minimized.”  

4.2 Health and Safety Considerations  (Code Section 10 -040(b)(2) 

Longspur Wind provides additional Project related information within the scope of the Morton County 
approval process as it relates to the health and safety of its residents and those in and around the Project 
Area. 

Development of this Project is compatible with current land uses because it is proposed for an area with a 
relatively sparse population and it is located in an open agricultural area. Additionally, this electricity will 
be generated without impacting surface or groundwater, without obstructing current farming practices, 
without creating noxious airborne discharge, and with minimal impact to Morton County natural resources 
or area public services. 

4.2.1 Noise  

North Dakota Administrative Code Article 69-06-08-01(4) specifies that sound levels within 100 feet of an 
inhabited residence or community building may not exceed 45 dBA, unless waived in writing by the owner. 

Longspur Wind is conducting an acoustic analysis to evaluate sound levels resulting from the operation of 
wind turbines to ensure that sound levels will not exceed state requirements.   



Longspur Wind 
Morton County Wind Energy Facility Special Use Permit Application 

 4-2 August 2025 

4.2.2 Shadow Flicker  

Neither the State of North Dakota nor Morton County currently set forth a standard for shadow flicker; 
therefore, Longspur Wind is using industry guidance, and the PSC’s accepted standard of no more than 
30 hours of shadow flicker per year at an occupied residence. Longspur Wind is conducting an analysis of 
shadow flicker to calculate the total amount of time (hours and minutes per year) that shadow flicker could 
occur at receptors. Longspur Wind will make every attempt to meet the industry standard of no more than 
30 hours of shadow flicker per year at an occupied residence.  

4.2.3 Water Supply  

Construction and operation of the Project will not have an impact on the local water supply. The 
abandonment of wells is not required for this Project, and it will not require appropriation of surface water 
or permanent dewatering. Temporary dewatering of groundwater may be required during construction of 
turbine foundations. If required, a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit would be 
obtained and a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan would be developed. 

The Project will not require water to generate electricity; however, the O&M building will require a water 
supply line for the use of sinks and toilets and an equipment wash station. The Project will have no impact 
on aquifers in Morton County or the Project Area. 
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Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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RESOLUTION  
 
 
 

 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $992,968.35 from Jensen Brothers Construction 

Inc. received in the bid opening of October 10, 2025 for  Project   BRJ-0030(050)  was the low 

bid received.    

 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 

 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of  

MORTON  County will award to Jensen Brothers Construction Inc. the contract for  Project  

BRJ-0030(050)  and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 

 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota Department of 

Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not collectible from the 

Federal Highway Administration. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
             
County Auditor    Chairman, Board of County 
      Commissioners 
 
                County:  MORTON                 
        
 

This is to certify that the above resolution was adopted and passed at a meeting of the Board of 

County Commissioners at                              County on                                     . 
 
             
      County Auditor 
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