
 

   

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda 

   

October 25, 2022 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    

5:30 PM      

  Call to order   

             The Pledge of Allegiance      

             Roll Call   

             Approval of Agenda   

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Buckley 

 

This meeting will also be available via the Go To Meeting platform via 

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty or dial  +1 (669) 224-3412  

and use access code: 370-200-173  

 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173 

4040 

 

 

1. Kelly Leben/Burleigh County Sheriff 

• BMDC Boiler Repair 

 

2. Donald LaFleur/MC Tax Director 

• Abatements for board consideration 

 

3. John Saiki/MC Engineer 

• Selection of Consultant for Preliminary Engineering and Design for Projects BRC-3020(080) PCN 23734 (Stark 

Bridge) and BRJ-0030(050) PCN 23716, two bridges South and East of St. Anthony 

• Request Approval to Purchase two (2) new Motor graders and Wings 

 

4. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 

• Approval of Trina Gress for Morton County Fair Board 

 

5. Commissioner Morrell 

• Draft resolution – Operation Light To Unite  

 

 

6. Other  

 

 

 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty
tel:+16692243412,,370200173
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173


MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 

October 19, 2022 

 

The Morton County Commission Special Meeting was called to order on October 19, 2022 

at 5:30 PM by Chairman Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 

Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Leingang, Buckley, 

Morrell and Auditor Rhone.  Also present was Sheriff Kirchmeier. 

 

Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

   

Boehm moved and Leingang seconded to reconsider the motion made by Commissioner 

Zachmeier at the meeting on October 13th to deny the grievance.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to deny the appeal and grievance of employment termination 

filed by Gabrielle Goter against the Morton County States Attorney’s Office due to the following: The 

Morton County States Attorney is separately elected by the citizens of Morton County as required by 

NDCC 11-10-02.  The Morton County States Attorney has the authority to assign an Assistant States 

Attorney as he sees appropriate as allowed by NDCC 11-16-02.  The Morton County States Attorney 

authorized the Morton County Auditor’s Office and thereby the Morton County Human Resource 

Director to retain Pemberton Law Office from Fergus Falls, Minnesota to conduct an Independent Fact-

Finding Investigative Report regarding the Morton County States Attorney’s Office and Gabrielle Goter’s 

employment as required or allowed by NDCC 11-16-08.  That Independent Investigative Report was 

completed to standard.    The Morton County States Attorney as separately elected has the authority to 

discipline employees within the Morton County States Attorney’s Office and the Morton County 

Commission may not restrict or remove a States Attorney’s authority to terminate an employee hired by 

the States Attorney except through personnel policies that do not usurp or significantly interfere with the 

States Attorney’s authority.  The Morton County Commission has approved an employee handbook.  The 

employee handbook states employment with Morton County is an “at-will” basis and may be terminated 

at any time with or without cause and with or without notice. The employee handbook includes provisions 

dealing with harassment and protection against retaliation and reprisal and says an employee who is found 

to have knowingly engaged in or knowingly condoned, encouraged, or perpetuated harassment, 

retaliation, or reprisal shall be subject to disciplinary suspension, demotion, and termination. The 

employee handbook also includes a provision for disciplinary action and states discipline in the form of a 

verbal warning may be imposed by the “Department Head/supervisor,”. A States Attorney’s failure to 

take disciplinary action against an employee in the States Attorney’s Office may impose potential 

financial liability on our county; however, there is no authority permitting the County Commission to take 

disciplinary action up to and including termination against an Assistant Attorney in the States Attorney’s 

Office.  The Morton County Commission personnel polices do not give the County Commission authority 

to impose disciplinary action up to and including termination of an Assistant Attorney in the Morton 

County States Attorney’s Office.   The authority for that discipline lies with States Attorney Alan Koppy 

and not the Morton County Commission.  See North Dakota Supreme Court Decision Schwartzenberger 

v. McKenzie County Board of Commissioners (2017 ND 211 and 901 NW 2nd 64).  Voting aye: 

Zachmeier, Morrell, Leingang, Buckley, Boehm.  Motion carried. 

Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to adjourn at 7:02PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 

 

Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  



MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
October 13, 2022 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on October 13, 2022 
at 5:30 PM by Chairman Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 
Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Leingang, Buckley, 
Morrell and Auditor Rhone.  Also present was States Attorney Koppy and Sheriff Kirchmeier. 
 
Buckley moved and Leingang seconded to approve the agenda as amended.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
   
Leingang moved and Morrell seconded to approve the minutes of the September 27, 2022 
regular meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve bills and payroll.   All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Leingang seconded to approve the name change of Custer Health to 
Western Plains Public Health.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Leingang seconded to approve out of state travel for employees of the 
Highway Department to attend the 37th Annual Local Roads Conference in Rapid City, SD on 
October 18-20. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Buckley seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form subdivision 

known as Brandys First Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential 

district, as the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County 

Land Use Code and is not in violation of policy 1.1.2 of the 2045 Morton County Comprehensive Plan.    

All voting aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve the preliminary plat of a short-form subdivision 

known as Shaw Subdivision, as the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the 

Morton County Land Use Code, and facilitates the orderly arrangement of agricultural lots for transfer. 

Motion Carried. 

Leingang moved and Buckley seconded to approve the preliminary plat of a long-form subdivision 

known as Homestead 1883 Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential 

district on lots 1 thru 3 only, as proposal conforms to policy 1.1.2 of the Comprehensive Plan.  All voting 

aye, motion carried. 

Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form subdivision known 

as CBM 2 Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Industrial district, as the 

subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code 

and is compatible with surrounding land users.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Leingang seconded to approve a special use permit for a telecommunications 

tower, not to exceed 250’ in height, and equipment compound in the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 20, 

Township 137N, Range 84W, as the proposed site is in a remote location and compatible with 

surrounding agricultural land uses, provided that the tower location meets all the specific use standards 

established in Section 5-190 of the Morton County Land Use Code and as further detailed in the staff 



report. All voting aye, motion carried. 

Chair Boehm opened a public hearing at 6:00pm on the Petition to move land from the New 
Salem Rural Fire District into the Almont Rural Fire District. 
Chair Boehm closed the public hearing at 6:01pm. 
 
Morrell moved and Leingang seconded to approve the petition to move land from the New 

Salem First District into the Almont Rural Fire District as presented. All voting aye, motion 

carried.  

Commissioner Zachmeier was recused for the Special Assessment District item due to 

conflict of interest. 

Morrell moved and Leingang seconded to certify the special assessments for Special 

Assessment Districts #2187, 2188 & 2189 as certified by the Special Assessment Commission on 

August 30, 2022.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Leingang moved and Morrell seconded to enter into executive session as allowed by NDCC 44-

04-19.1 for attorney consultation regarding the legal claims alleged against the County by 

Gabrielle Goter and her Attorney.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

The executive session began at 6:50PM and was attended by Commissioners Zachmeier, 

Leingang, Buckley, Boehm and Morrell. Also in attendance were Auditor Rhone and Attorney 

Heifort. 

The Executive Session adjourned at 7:06PM and the Morton County Commission reconvened 

with all members present. 

Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to deny the appeal and grievance of employment 

termination filed by Gabrielle Goter against the Morton County States Attorney’s Office due to the 

following: The Morton County States Attorney is separately elected by the citizens of Morton County 

as required by NDCC 11-10-02.  The Morton County States Attorney has the authority to assign an 

Assistant States Attorney as he sees appropriate as allowed by NDCC 11-16-02.  The Morton County 

States Attorney authorized the Morton County Auditor’s Office and thereby the Morton County 

Human Resource Director to retain Pemberton Law Office from Fergus Falls, Minnesota to conduct an 

Independent Fact-Finding Investigative Report regarding the Morton County States Attorney’s Office 

and Gabrielle Goter’s employment as required or allowed by NDCC 11-16-08.  That Independent 

Investigative Report was completed to standard.    The Morton County States Attorney as separately 

elected has the authority to discipline employees within the Morton County States Attorney’s Office 

and the Morton County Commission may not restrict or remove a States Attorney’s authority to 

terminate an employee hired by the States Attorney except through personnel policies that do not 

usurp or significantly interfere with the States Attorney’s authority.  The Morton County Commission 

has approved an employee handbook.  The employee handbook states employment with Morton 

County is an “at-will” basis and may be terminated at any time with or without cause and with or 

without notice. The employee handbook includes provisions dealing with harassment and protection 

against retaliation and reprisal and says an employee who is found to have knowingly engaged in or 

knowingly condoned, encouraged, or perpetuated harassment, retaliation, or reprisal shall be subject 

to disciplinary suspension, demotion, and termination. The employee handbook also includes a 

provision for disciplinary action and states discipline in the form of a verbal warning may be imposed 



by the “Department Head/supervisor,”. A States Attorney’s failure to take disciplinary action against 

an employee in the States Attorney’s Office may impose potential financial liability on our county; 

however, there is no authority permitting the County Commission to take disciplinary action up to and 

including termination against an Assistant Attorney in the States Attorney’s Office.  The Morton 

County Commission personnel polices do not give the County Commission authority to impose 

disciplinary action up to and including termination of an Assistant Attorney in the Morton County 

States Attorney’s Office.   The authority for that discipline lies with States Attorney Alan Koppy and 

not the Morton County Commission.  See North Dakota Supreme Court Decision Schwartzenberger v. 

McKenzie County Board of Commissioners (2017 ND 211 and 901 NW 2nd 64).  Voting aye: Zachmeier, 

Morrell; voting nay: Leingang, Buckley, Boehm.  Motion failed. 

Morell moved and Leingang seconded to hold a special meeting to on October 19, 2022 at 

6:00PM with the agenda item being the Goter grievance. All voting aye, motion carried.  

The total of all county funds expended from September 28, 2022 through October 13, 2022 
equals $1,217,985.64.  
 
A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during 
regular business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Leingang moved and Morrell seconded to adjourn at 7:20PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  





















 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/25/2022 
PREPARATION DATE: 10/10/2022 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6120-6121 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  TAXPAYER QUALIFIES FOR VETERAN’S CREDIT. 
 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: N/A 
 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  MINIMAL 

 
STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 6120-6121 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

YEAR # REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW 
MILL 
RATE 

2020 6120 VC 64-0619000 TIBOR/CONNIE 527 N MORTON 
ST HEBRON 3,848 3,848 0 334.23 

2021 6121 VC 64-0619000 TIBOR/CONNIE 527 N MORTON 
ST HEBRON 3,956 3,956 0 329.67 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/25/2022 
PREPARATION DATE: 10/10/2022 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6122 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  TAXPAYER QUALIFIES FOR HOMESTEAD CREDIT. 
 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: N/A 
 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  MINIMAL 

 
STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENT 6122 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

 

  

YEAR # REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW 
MILL 
RATE 

2021 6122 HC 64-0619000 GRANER/WAYNE 6308 8TH AVE 
FT RICE 4,919 3,935 984 206.76 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/25/2022 
PREPARATION DATE: 9/21/2022 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6105 & 6108 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  BUILDING IS IN SEVERE DISREPAIR WITH TREES GROWING OUT OF 
ROOF AND EXTENSIVE WATER ISSUES AND MOLD INSIDE. REQUEST IS TO REMOVE 
BUILDING FROM THE TAX ROLLS. THE CITY OF FLASHER RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF 
THESE TWO ABATEMENTS. 

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: IN 2022 THE OWNER APPEALED THE ASSESSMENT ON 
PARCEL 62-0188000; HOWEVER, THE BUILDING IS ONE BUILDING BUT THREE PARCELS. FOR 
THE APPEAL WE VISITED THE BUILDING BUT FAILED TO REMOVE THE OTHER TWO PARCELS 
THAT ARE PART OF THIS BUILDING. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   

• PICTURE OF PROPERTIES 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  MINIMAL 

 
STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 6105 & 6108 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
 

 

YEAR # REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW 
MILL 
RATE 

2022 6105 REASSESS 62-0186000 BARTZ 
DISTRIBUTING LLC 

120 MAIN ST 
FLASHER 650 575 75 318.95 

2022 6108 REASSESS 62-0187000 BARTZ 
DISTRIBUTING LLC 

118 MAIN ST 
FLASHER 90 20 70 318.95 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



 

  



 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/25/2022 
PREPARATION DATE: 9/21/2022 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6103-6104, 6106-

6107, & 6109-6110 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  CITY OF FLASHER RECOMMENDS DENIAL DUE TO THESE 
ABATEMENTS BEING FOR YEARS PRIOR TO WHEN REQUEST FOR REASSESSMENT WAS 
MADE. 

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: N/A 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  MINIMAL 

 
STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND DENIAL OF ABATEMENTS 6103-6104, 6106-6107, & 6109-
6110 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO DENY AS PRESENTED 

YEAR # REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW 
MILL 
RATE 

2020 6103 REASSESS 62-0186000 BARTZ 
DISTRIBUTING LLC 

120 MAIN ST 
FLASHER 615 575 40 314.99 

2021 6104 REASSESS 62-0186000 BARTZ 
DISTRIBUTING LLC 

120 MAIN ST 
FLASHER 615 575 40 315.70 

2020 6106 REASSESS 62-0187000 BARTZ 
DISTRIBUTING LLC 

118 MAIN ST 
FLASHER 535 495 40 314.99 

2021 6107 REASSESS 62-0187000 BARTZ 
DISTRIBUTING LLC 

118 MAIN ST 
FLASHER 60 20 40 315.70 

2020 6109 REASSESS 62-0188000 BARTZ 
DISTRIBUTING LLC 

118 MAIN ST 
FLASHER 510 470 40 314.99 

2021 6110 REASSESS 62-0188000 BARTZ 
DISTRIBUTING LLC 

118 MAIN ST 
FLASHER 510 470 40 315.70 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/25/2022 
PREPARATION DATE: 10/20/2022 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6126 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  THE MANDAN SCHOOL DISTRICT AQUIRED A PORTION OF LAND 
THAT WAS FORMALLY OWNED BY THE BISMARCK ND SU RE LLC (KRAMER SUBARU). IT WAS 
LOCATED IN LOT 1 BLOCK 1 OF FOUNDATION ADDITION. THE PORTION OF THE PROPERTY 
IS NOW INCLUDED IN LOT 1 BLOCK 1 HECK ADDITION (65-1289960). THE CITY OF MANDAN 
RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THIS ABATEMENT. 

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: MANDAN SCHOOL DISTRICT AQUIRED LAND ON MAY 9, 2022. 
KRAMER SUBARU WILL PAY 4 MONTHS OF TAXES ON THE LAND. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   

• CITY OF MANDAN AGENDA DOCUMENTATION 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  MINIMAL 
 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 6126 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

YEAR # REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW 
MILL 
RATE 

2022 6126 EXEMPT 65-1289960 MANDAN S-D #1 HECK ADDN 
BLK 1 LOT 1 1,685 1,685 0 284.66 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 







 

  



 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/25/2022 
PREPARATION DATE: 10/20/2022 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6127-6129 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  THE PROPERTY OWNER REQUESTED A REVIEW OF THE 
PROPERTY. THE PORTION OF THE PROPERTY THAT IS USED FOR HAY PRODUCTION WAS 
RECALCULATED USING THE SOIL VALUES FOR MORTON COUNTY. THE CITY OF MANDAN 
RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THESE ABATEMENTS. 

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: N/A 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   

• CITY OF MANDAN AGENDA DOCUMENTATION 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  MINIMAL 
 

STAFF IMPACT:  N/A 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 6127-6129 
 
  

YEAR # REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW 
MILL 
RATE 

2020 6127 REASSESS 65-5769000 KAUTZMANN LAND 
COMPANY 

WEST OF HIGH 
SCHOOL 2,600 1,910 690 261.91 

2021 6128 REASSESS 65-5769000 KAUTZMANN LAND 
COMPANY 

WEST OF HIGH 
SCHOOL 2,600 1,910 690 285.16 

2022 6129 REASSESS 65-5769000 KAUTZMANN LAND 
COMPANY 

WEST OF HIGH 
SCHOOL 4,385 3,695 690 287.49 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
MEETING DATE: October 25, 2022

PREPARATION DATE: October 18, 2022

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Highway Department

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: John Saiki

PRESENTER: John Saiki

SUBJECT: 

 
Selection of Consultant for Preliminary Engineering and Design 
for Projects BRC-3020(080) PCN 23734 (Stark Bridge) and BRJ-
0030(050) PCN 23716, two bridges South and East of St. Anthony

 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   Interviews were held on October 13, 2022 to select consultants for 

Preliminary Engineering and Design.  This is to obtain Commission 
Approval of the Interview Committee recommendation.    

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:    After a Load Rating was completed according the NDDOT and 

FHWA requirements, these bridges were posted.  After not being 
previously posted.  The NDDOTs new process for project selection 
requires the Highway Department to submit applications and the 
NDDOT makes their selection based on their criteria.  I submitted 
applications for funding for 8 bridges and received funding for 4, 
which includes these three.  Project BRC-3020(080) is federally 
funded with a 20% County match, which now includes Preliminary 
Engineering and Design, which hasn’t been the case in the past.  
Project BRJ-0030(050) is funded 100%, for Preliminary Engineering 
and Design, Construction and Construction Engineering.  An RFP 
was issued on September 8, 2022 with Proposals due October 6, 2022.  
Six proposals were received, four for the Stark Bridge and 2 for the 
smaller bridges.  All six consultants were considered qualified and all 
six were interviewed.  The selection committee consisted of Ron 
Leingang, Roger Hille, and John Saiki.  The committee recommends 
approval of the selection of Sauber Engineering for Project BRC-
3020(080) PCN 23734 (Stark Bridge) and Apex Engineering for BRJ-
0030(050) PCN 23716, two bridges South and East of St. Anthony.   

 
ATTACHMENTS:            None 

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  20% match for the Stark Bridge and the other project 100% Federally 

Funded  
 
 

Morton County Commission
Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW
Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414



Page 2 of 2 
 

 
 

STAFF IMPACT:          Minimal   
 
LEGAL REVIEW:          None 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION Recommend approval of the recommendation of the selection 

committee, Sauber Engineering for Preliminary Engineering & Design 
for Project BRC-3020(080) PCN 23734 (Stark Bridge) and Apex 
Engineering for Project BRJ-0030(050) PCN 23716.  In order to 
expedite the Preliminary Engineering start, the committee also 
recommends the approval of allowing the Chairman to sign the contract 
when the negotiations are completed to the satisfaction of the County 
Engineer and the North Dakota Department of Transportation.    

 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Move to approve the recommendation of the selection committee, 

Sauber Engineering for Preliminary Engineering & Design for Project 
BRC-3020(080) PCN 23734 (Stark Bridge) and Apex Engineering for 
Project BRJ-0030(050) PCN 23716, authorizing the Chairman to sign 
the contract when the negotiations are completed to the satisfaction of 
the County Engineer and the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation.    

 



Page 1 of 1

 

 

 

  
Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: October 25, 2022 
PREPARATION DATE: October 21, 2022 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Highway Department 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: John Saiki 
PRESENTER: John Saiki 

 
SUBJECT: Bids Received for Motorgraders 

 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  Request Approval t o  Purchase t w o  ( 2 ) new Motorgraders and 

Wings  
 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: Based on the Morton County Highway Department Equipment 
Replacement Plan, two Motorgraders are to be replaced in 2023.  In the 
past, bids were requested for Purchase or Lease of Motorgraders in 
January, shortly after the start of the budget year.  This year the request for 
bids was issued in October, after the final approval of the budget.  This 
was done due to the lead times we are seeing for new equipment.  Delivery 
will be made after January 1, 2023.  

  
ATTACHMENTS: Tabulation of Bids received and opened on October 24, 2022.   

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Budgeted under Capital Outlay in Approved 2023 Budget   
 
STAFF IMPACT: Minimal 

 

LEGAL REVIEW: None 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the purchase of two Motorgraders and Wings, based on the 
approved 2023 Budget, for delivery and payment after January 1, 2023.   

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: Move to approve the bid from the low bidder, Butler Machinery, for the 
purchase of two (2) Motorgraders and Wings and authorize the ordering 
of the Motorgraders and Wings for delivery after January 1, 2023. 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



Budgeted for 

2023

Butler 

Machinery

RDO 

Equipment

Purchase 2 Motorgraders Unit Bid Quantity Total Unit Bid Quantity Total

Base Purchase Price $445,995.00 2 $891,990.00 $429,615.00 2 $859,230.00

Trade in for Cat 143H Motor Grader ($70,250.00) 1 ($70,250.00) ($76,000.00) 1 ($76,000.00)

Trade in for Cat 140M3 Motor Grader ($158,470.00) 1 ($158,470.00) ($164,500.00) 1 ($164,500.00)

Base Purchase Price minus Trade In $740,000.00 $663,270.00 $618,730.00

Initial Cost Differential $44,540.00

New Wings Included in Base Bid Included in Base Bid

Stable Blade $1,950.00 2 $3,900.00 Not Available

Standard Glass Included in Base Bid $1,280.00 2 $2,560.00

Air Cleaner Extension (for snow) Not Available Included in Base Bid

Total Purchase Cost (Base + Alternates) $667,170.00 $621,290.00

Guaranteed Buy Back for Motor Graders ($170,000.00) 2 ($340,000.00) ($120,700.00) 2 ($241,400.00)

Total Life Cost (Price ‐ Buy Back) $327,170.00 $379,890.00

Life Cycle Cost Differential $52,720.00







Supporting Operation #LightUpUnited for Purple Heart Recipients  
 

 

WHEREAS, the residents of City / County have great respect, admiration, and the utmost gratitude for all 
of the men and women who have selflessly served our country and this community in the Armed Forces; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, the contributions and sacrifices of the men and women who served in the Armed Forces 
have been vital in maintaining the freedoms and way of life enjoyed by our citizens; and, 

 
WHEREAS, by general orders to the Continental Army from Commander in Chief George Washington on 
7 August, 1782, the Badge of Military Merit was established in the form of a purple heart; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Purple Heart award was established by General Order 3 of the United States Department 
of War on February 22, 1932, the 200th anniversary of the birth of General Washington, presented to 
those servicemembers wounded or killed in action; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Defense has established a database of recipients for certain 
awards of valor; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor in New Windsor, New York, has established an 
unofficial and voluntary listing of Purple Heart recipients; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Honoring Purple Heart recipients Act of 2022 has been introduced in the United States 
Congress to direct the Department of Defense to include Purple Heart recipients in its database; and, 
 
WHEREAS, City / County seeks to honor these individuals who have paid the high price for freedom by 
placing themselves in harm’s way for the good of all. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, City / County declares November 11th, 2022, as Operation 
#LightToUnite, a time to salute and honor the service and sacrifice of our men and women injured or 
killed in times of war being awarded the Purple Heart; and, that in observance of Operation 
#LightToUnite, City / County shall illuminate, in patriotic tradition, our civic building(s) with red, white 
and blue lights (or purple lights) recognizing the importance of honoring all those who made 
immeasurable sacrifices; and, further encourage our citizens to display similar illumination in a window 
of their place of business or residence; and, City / County is encouraged to lobby representatives in 
Congress to support the adoption of the Honoring Purple Heart Recipients Act of 2022 (HR 5172 and SR 
4006) directing the Department of Defense to include Purple Heart recipients in its database of awards 
of valor.  
 
 
_______________________________ 
Signed / Title / Date 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Attested / Title / Date 



 


