
 
 

 
 

Morton County Park Board Meeting Agenda 
 
 
 
July 25, 2023 
Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 
210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND 
4:00 PM 
 
 
Call to order 
 Roll Call 
 Approval of Agenda 
             Approval of minutes of previous meetings (June 27, 2023) 
             Approval of monthly bills and payroll – Boehm 
 

1. Drones 
2. Boat Ramp 
3. Park Updates 

 
 

 
 
                                                              

 
 

    *ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY 
 
 



 
 

 

MORTON COUNTY REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING 

June 27, 2023 

 

The Morton County Park Board Meeting was called to order on June 27, 2023, at 4:00 PM by 

Chairman Wetsch.  Also present were Members Morrell, Himmelspach, Kist, Geiger and Graner. 

Absent was Boehm. Also present were Park Director Nilsen, Deputy Auditor Eckroth and State’s 

Attorney Allen Koppy.   

 

Morrell moved and Himmelspach seconded to approve the agenda w/additions.  All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

 

Graner moved and Kist seconded to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2023 meeting.  All 

voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Himmelspach moved and Morrell seconded to approve bills.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Geiger arrives at 4:08PM 

 

Morrell moved and Kist seconded to approve the Drone Policy with additions and bring back to 

the next MC Park Board Meeting. All voting aye, motion carried 

 

Geiger moved and Himmelspach seconded to approve the 2024 Budget. All voting aye, motion 

carried.  

 

Geiger moved and Himmelspach seconded to request County Commission approval to move 

forward on the Boat Ramp at the car bodies.  Graner, Himmelspach, Morrell, Geiger and 

Wetsch voting aye Kist abstains, motion carried.  

 

Himmelspach moved and Morrell seconded to adjourn at 4:57 PM.  All voting aye, motion 

carried.  
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                                                                     Drone Policy 

 

A UAV is defined as a “drone” is simply an aircraft that can fly without a human occupant, referred to as Unmanned 

Aerial Vehicles (UAV), and the whole system, including the aircraft, the operator on the ground, and the digital network 

required to fly the aircraft, referred to as an Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS). 

 

No person(s) may operate a UAV on lands owned, leased, managed or controlled by the Morton County Park Board 

without written authorization from the Morton County Park Board. UAV’s will not be permitted around or in 

campgrounds for privacy of visitors. UAV use granted by a permit may be allowed for the following reasons: 

1.  Department staff performing operations tasks. 

2. New Agencies reporting on a specific event. 

3. Educational institutions for educational projects. 

4. Governmental agencies with certificate of authorization (COA) or waiver from the FAA. 

5. Other activities approved by the Morton County Park Director. 

 

Before a permit is issued, the Morton County Park Board will obtain proof of liability insurance, detail the specific 

purpose of the flight, flight area, specific altitude details and any other restrictions or conditions for the use of the UAV. 

The UAV will be flown using all guidelines and rules set forth by the FFA. The permit may be revoked at any time by the 

Morton County Park Board or their designee for any infraction of the conditions of the permit. By the signing of the 

permit the person(s) acknowledge the limitations and restrictions set forth by the permit. 

 

 

Operator shall present proof of insurance coverage. Liability insurance is required for flight activities, the minimum 

coverage will be $1,000,000.00. The liability insurance certificate provided by the applicant must include the following 

statement on the certificate: “Such insurance shall contain no special limitations on the scope of its protection afforded 

to County employees, Morton County Parks, and shall be primary with respect to any insurance or self-insurance 

programs covering County employees. The proof of insurance will identify Morton County Parks as additional insured.” 
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PB Notes 7.25.2023 

 

 

1. Drones: I have given both the States Attorney and the Sheriff a copy of this Policy for their opinions. 

They will let me know what they think before the PB Meeting. I have attached an up to date copy. 

2. We will have to do something with the Budget to cover the added expense of the Boat Ramp. I 

need to visit with Dawn to get a understanding on how to do that. She is out of the office until 

Monday. I will get the information out to you on Monday (hopefully before noon). 

3. Park Updates 

a. The USACE had their inspections of Graner Park and Fort Rice Recreation Area. Everything went 

well, I have included a copy in the packet. 

b. We have filled out and submitted a grant from the New Salem Area Foundation. This will be 

used for shelter improvements at Sweet Briar.  

c. Our crew has been doing a tremendous job on maintenance of our system. 

d. Here is the revenue for the season, it will be updated for the meeting. 

 

Fort Rice 
Rec  

Fort Rice 
Camp  

Graner 
Park  

Harmon 
Lake 

July $135   $800   $17,890   $7,670  

2023 season $336   $5,540   $63,625   $22,738  

        

2022 season $238   $5,855   $53,259   $17,930  

2021 season $370   $6,330   $69,835   $23,099  

2020 season   $4,935   $67,590   $31,089  

2019 season   $440   47,620  $22,421  

2018 season   $1,140   $53,890   $26,160  

2017 season   $0   $59,300   $27,202  

        
Any questions let me know.      TIM 
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