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Morton County Park Board Meeting Agenda 

 

 

February 27, 2024 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND 

4:00 PM 

 

Call to order 
 Roll Call 
 Approval of Agenda 
 Approval of minutes of previous meetings (January 23, 2023) 
             Approve monthly bills & payroll—Graner 
 

1. Storm Shelter Doors Graner Park 
2. Requests to turn on power 
3. Park Updates 

 
 
 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY 
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MORTON COUNTY REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING 

January 23, 2024 

 

The Morton County Park Board Meeting was called to order on January 23, 2024 at 4:05 PM by 

Chairman Wetsch.  Also present were Members Morrell, Kist, Himmelspach, Graner, Boehm, 

and Geiger.  Also present were Park Director Nilsen and Deputy Auditor Krance. 

 

Graner moved and Morrell seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Geiger moved and Himmelspach seconded to approve the minutes of the September 26, 2023 

meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Geiger moved and Boehm seconded to approve the bills.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Chairman Wetsch released the chair for reorganization of the board to Deputy Auditor Krance. 

 

Krance called for nominations for Chairman. 

 

Geiger nominated Wetsch for Chairman. 

 

Morrell moved and Geiger seconded to cease nominations and cast an unanimous ballot for 

Wetsch for Chairman.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Chairman Wetsch assumed the Chair. 

 

Chairman Wetsch called for nominations for Vice-Chairman. 

 

 Himmelspach nominated Geiger for Vice-Chairman. 

 

Morrell moved and Himmelspach seconded to cease nominations and cast an unanimous ballot 

for Geiger for Vice-Chairman.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Himmelspach moved and Graner seconded to approve the 2024 Morton County Park Board 

Meeting Dates as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Geiger moved and Morrell seconded to keep the camping and rental fees the same for the 2024 

year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



Morrell moved and Graner seconded to authorize Tim Nilsen to sign the Management 
Agreement – Missouri River Natural Area with one change noted in section VI wordage to be In 
consideration as two words.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Park Director gave updates on the Park Department and Jesse Kist updated on the new boat 
ramp. 
 
Boehm moved and Morrell seconded to adjourn at 4:35 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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PB Notes 2.27.24 

1.  In your packet is a copy of the bid for two doors for the storm shelter at Graner Park. You talk about 

sticker shock, the original cost of the shelter was $46,125 in 2015. Now the cost for the two doors 

would be $16,794 and another $6,305 for installation. The board will need to make a decision on 

whether to buy 2 doors or one door. I think we would be able to do the installation in house. I would 

use the dollars we budgeted for a new mower ($23,000). I visited with Alex concerning the mowers 

and he figures we should be fine for the season. If the board would only buy one door this season and 

budget for the second door in the 2025 budget year, we could possibly still purchase the mower, late in 

the year depending on the budget situation. 

2. I had 3 requests to turn the electricity on at Graner and Harmon Lake. My response was I would bring it 

up to the Board. I would recommend we DO NOT turn the power on for two main reasons, 1, we don’t 

have any hosts on site and 2, I’m extremely nervous about the fire situation. With no snow cover, no 

water hydrants and extremely dry conditions, I think the risks of fires are quit high. 

3. Park Updates: 
a. I’m one signature away from having all the documents for the USACE ready to be sent to them. 

b. Alex is extremely confident that all equipment will be ready when it is needed. 

c. We have hired a Camp Ground Host for Harmon Lake. His name is Rick Wutzke from Mandan, he will also 

be mowing the campground. I will be running the mowing at Harmon like we did at Graner last season. 

 

 

Have a GREAT WEEKEND!!! 
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