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Morton County Park Board Meeting Agenda

January 23, 2024
Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse
210 2" Ave NW, Mandan ND

4:00 PM

Call to order
Roll Call
Approval of Agenda
Approval of minutes of previous meetings (September 26, 2023)
Approve monthly bills & payroll—Geiger

Reorganize the Board

Park Board Meeting Dates for 2024

Camping and Rental Fees

Management Agreement — Missouri River Natural Area (MRNA)
Park Updates
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*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY

Morton County Courthouse ¢ 210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan, ND 58554


https://www.mortonnd.org/parks

MORTON COUNTY REGULAR PARK BOARD MEETING
September 26, 2023

The Morton County Park Board Meeting was called to order on September 26, 2023, at 4:04 PM
by Chairman Wetsch. Also present were Members Morrell, Boehm, Himmelspach, Graner and
Geiger. Absent was Kist. Also present were Park Director Nilsen and Deputy Auditor Eckroth.

Boehm moved and Graner seconded to approve the agenda. All voting aye, motion carried.

Geiger moved and Boehm seconded to approve the minutes of the July 25, 2023 meeting. All
voting aye, motion carried.

Wetsch moved and Himmelspach seconded to approve bills. All voting aye, motion carried.
Himmelspach moved and Morrell seconded to direct Park Director Nilsen to talk to BEK
Communication on updating WIFI at Graner Park for next season 2024. All voting aye, motion

carried.

Himmelspach moved and Morrell seconded to adjourn at 4:32 PM. All voting aye, motion
carried.
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1. It's that time of the year again to reorganize the Board.

2. | haveincluded in your packet the dates that coincide with the County Commission meeting dates. |
would recommend we stay with these Commission Dates.

3. lhave looked at the on line prices for camping at Fort Lincoln, Lake Tschida, Beulah Bay, Hazen Bay,
Dakota Waters, Totten Trails, and Beaver Creek. We are priced right in the middle for our camping
fees, both electrical and primitive camping. Shelter rentals at these campground are price the same as
ours. With that being said, | would recommend staying with our current prices of $25/night electrical,
15/night primitive, $350/month (only at Fort Rice Campground, 4 spots only). Shelter rentals $20/day
electrical and $10/no electricity.

4. Inyour packet | have included the newly proposed agreement for the management of the Missouri
River Natural Area (MRNA). | have a few minor changes that | would like to see made to this
agreement. On page three of this agreement | have circled three items. Items 7 & 8 in the past, were
the responsibility of the City of Mandan. | have visited with Mitch Bitz and their assistance with these
will be no problem. Item 6 has me concerned, in the past this was the responsibility of the ND State
Parks. | had a conversation with Cody Schnabel concerning the weed control. | think we can handle this
with a little extra effort.

5. Park Updates
a. Alex has been working on the equipment getting it ready for the season. I'm extremely confident

he will be ready for the season to start.

b. | have completed the paper work for the NDG&F and already received the reimbursements for last
season. I'm currently working on the paper work for the USACE, concerning the lease and
management plans for Graner Park and the Fort Rice Recreation Area.

c. Revenue for the season

Fort Rice Rec Fort Rice Graner Harmon
Camp Park Lake

Dec-23 S0 $0 S0 S0
2023 season S496 $9,055 $112,285 $33,969
2022 season $438 $7,303 $96,069 $33,170
2021 season $660 $8,297 $117,847 $31,847
2020 season $6,445 $120,320 $S40,688
2019 season $1,796 71,824 $26,080
2018 season $2,500 $86,100 $42,931
2017 season SO $89,348 S44,156

Morton County Courthouse ¢ 210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan, ND 58554
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2024 Morton County Park Board Meeting Dates
Meeting will start at 4:00pm.

MORTON COUNTY

Tuesday January 23 2024
Tuesday February 27 2024
Tuesday March 26 2024
Tuesday April 23 2024
Tuesday May 28 2024
Tuesday June 25 2024
Tuesday July 23 2024
Tuesday August 27 2024
Tuesday September 24 2024
Tuesday October 22 2024
Tuesday November 26 2024

Thursday December 26 2024



Management Agreement - Missouri River Natural Area
Draft 12/07/2023

The state of North Dakota, acting by and through its Director of Transportation, hereinafter
referred to as NDDOT, whose address is 608 East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, North Dakota
58505-0700, and the Morton County Parks, hereinafter referred as MCP, whose address is 210
2" Avenue Northwest, Mandan North Dakota 58554, enter into the following agreement for the
purpose of managing certain real property, Missouri River Natural Area (MRNA) owned by the
NDDOT and through such management, conserve and maintain the natural amenities of the
property as they presently exist.

l.
The MRNA properties are located on the Morton County side of the Missouri River. The first area
is adjacent to and north of the Grant Marsh Bridge and the Interstate 94 right of way. A second
area is located between the Grant Marsh Bridge and the Burlington Northern Railway Bridge.
Additionally, there is a roadway and parking area that leads to the MRNA properties.

A separate Right of Way Use Agreement with Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), NDDOT,
and MCP is required under Interstate 94 to connect the north and south MRNA areas through the
Interstate right of way. The NDDOT will obtain this approval.

More specifically the parcels of land are described as follows:

MRNA Parcels:
Lot AE NE1/4 Section 26, Township 139N, Range 81W
Lot Q NE1/4 Section 26, Township 139N, Range 81W
Block 1 NE1/4 Section 26, Township 139N, Range 81W
Lots O & S NE1/4 Section 26, Township 139N, Range 81W lying northerly of Interstate
Highway 94.
SW1/4, SW1/4NW1/, SW1/4SE1/ and Lots 2, 3 and 4 Section 25, Township 139N, Range
81W lying northerly of Interstate Highway 94.
Part Lot 1, Section 31, Township 139N. Range 81W. North of railroad right of way.
The total area contains 157.34 acres.

Roadway and Parking Parcels:

The roadway and parking area is located on the west end of the MRNA between the
existing drainage ditch and the Interstate 94 fence in the SE1/4 of Section 23, Township
139N, Range 81W, 5" P.M.

I.
The described properties are located adjacent to the Missouri River in Morton County and are
basically in a natural condition except for public day use activities taking place upon said property.

M.
The described properties are within the floodplain of the Missouri River, with vegetation consisting
of cottonwood, green ask, boxelder, and willow trees, with a dense layer of shrubs and tall grasses
in the understory.



The major goal of the MRNA is to preserve and protect the area as a natural resource and provide
a natural setting for environmental education and the enjoyment of nature in its proximity to urban
development.

The MRNA areas shall have limited access. All entrances that would permit vehicular access
shall be fenced with a designated point of entry for walk-in only access. Motorized vehicles,
including but not limited to cars, trucks, vans, motorcycles, and snowmobiles, shall be prohibited
in the MRNA areas. Boats may enter from the river along the length of the area, but no docking
or ramping facilities are allowed to be constructed on the property.

The roadway and parking parcel may be used for access to the river. The area near the MRNA
entrance may be used for vaulted toilets and a bench/shelter area. Comfort stations and high
impact or large rental shelters are not allowed. A foot bridge crossing the drainage ditch to provide
trail connections to the north is permissible. This area must continue to provide necessary
highway drainage needs.

The MCP agrees to manage and maintain the properties in such a manner as to conserve and
enhance the property’s natural amenities; and to that end, the MCP agrees to the following
conditions:

1) To provide an analysis of the existing properties to identify any deficiencies that exist and
recommendations for correcting such deficiencies; and

2) To provide a management plan for the natural setting and recreational use of the
properties. The plan shall include, but not be limited to:

a. ldentify sustainable methods to promote the conservation and stages succession of
the natural attributes of the wooded vegetation floodplain corridor.

b. Recreational attributes and proposed improvements. NDDOT will approve the
management plan.

3) To provide seasonal inspections and maintenance as needs are observed or reported
by public users.

V.
The MCP is authorized to provide for the public use of said property, subject to the MCP’s
discretion to limit or prohibit completely the use of said property, if such nonuse is necessary to
conserve the property. The permitted uses shall include, but not necessarily be limited to:

Interpretive nature trails to promote environmental education may be provided and cooperation
with schools, colleges, and other organizations will be encouraged for the purpose of
communicating environmental consciousness.

Nature trails shall be considered a compatible use of the property as well as photography, nature
observations, and other outdoor recreation activities such as walking, hiking, biking, winter use
activities, or similar activities are also encouraged. Winter use trails may be groomed.

No Improvements will be permitted that are primarily for the comfort and convenience of visitors,
such as campground and picnic facilities. However, the management plan may address
improvements such as kiosk, signing, benches, trash receptacles, and improvements to the trails.
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The MCP agrees that it will maintain the propertiés for public use as follows:

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

Maintain clear trail access.
Maintain kiosks and signing.
Maintain fence and gates.
Provide for garbage removal.

Provide dog station maintenance.

Mow and control weeds as required.

( 7)) Provide general maintenance of road and parking area.

Provide snow removal of road and parking area.

The MCP agrees that it will comply with the following limitations:

1)

2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

7)

No motorized or electric vehicles, except for maintenance purposes. Nature trails for
walking and bicycles, and entrances to trails must be restricted to prohibit vehicle access
with fences, gates, and bollards.

No commercial uses are permitted.

No camping is permitted.

No hunting or trapping.

No horses or horse trails.

Pets must be leashed, with receptacles for waste provided.

Any other use that the MCP deems detrimental to the maintenance and conservation of
the property.

\Y

The undertaking of any improvement, erection of a structure, landscape alteration or any other
activity that would alter or change any aspect of the property in its present state or any of the
natural amenities thereon shall not be undertaken without the prior written approval of the
NDDOT, and the MCP shall make its written recommendation as to whether it approves or
disapproves of such undertaking.

VL.

Inconsideration of the obligations incurred by the MCP herein, the NDDOT grants to the MCP the
sole and exclusive right to manage the above described property.



VII.

Additionally:

1)

2)

3)

4)

9)

6)

7

8)

9)

Improvements must comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), to the
degree it applies, and the MCP is responsible for obtaining all required permits and
approvals prior to commencing any work.

The MCP shall be responsible for law enforcement in the area covered by this agreement.
Access to said property shall be provided for fire protection and firefighting equipment.

The NDDOT retains the right to enforce and regulate the MCP’s use of said property as
stated in this agreement. The property will be used for recreational related purposes only.
In the event the area is no longer used for this purpose or is abandoned, this agreement
may be terminated.

All signs and traffic control devices and other protective structures erected will be installed
in conformity with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) for Streets and
Highways with its subsequent supplements or revisions. All signs, except traffic control
signs, installed are to be restricted in size, location, and design to those necessary to
indicate the activity being conducted on the property. Additions or alterations must be
submitted to the NDDOT for approval prior to erection.

The NDDOT reserves the right of entry to the property for maintenance and highway
purposes and shall not be held responsible for any claims of damages to the site or any
property stored or located thereon.

The MCP may not assign or otherwise transfer or delegate any right or duty without
express written consent from NDDOT. The MCP may, however, enter into subcontracts
provided that any subcontract acknowledges the binding nature of this Agreement and
incorporates this Agreement, including all attachments. The MCP is solely responsible for
the performance of any subcontractor with whom the MCP contracts. The MCP does not
have the authority to contract for or incur obligations on behalf of the NDDOT.

Appendices A and E of the Title VI Assurances, attached, are hereby incorporated into
and made part of this agreement.

Nondiscrimination — Compliance with Laws: The MCP agrees to comply with all applicable
laws and rules, including, but not limited to, those relating to nondiscrimination,
accessibility, and civil rights.

The Risk Management Appendix, attached, is hereby incorporated into and made part of
this agreement.



