
 

 

 

 

   

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda 

   

May 14, 2026 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    

5:30 PM      

  Call to order   

             The Pledge of Allegiance  

             Roll Call   

             Approval of Agenda   

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Boehm 

 

This meeting will also be available via the Go To Meeting platform via 

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty or dial  +1 (669) 224-3412  

and use access code: 370-200-173  

 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173 

 

 

 

 

1. Tom Gerhardt/Dakota Media Access 

• Morton County Meeting Coverage Service Value Summary (2025) 

 

2. Jerome Richter, EVP of UMary 

• Request for bank qualified bonds 

 

3. Donald Lafleur/MC Tax Director 

• Abatements for board consideration 

 

4. John Saiki/MC Engineer 

• Request for Approval to purchase the quarter section of land containing the Kalberer Gravel Pit. 

 

 

5. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 

• 2027 Budget 

 

6. Public comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1  

Public comment policy 

 

7. Others 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty
tel:+16692243412,,370200173
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173
file://///C30FILE2023/Users$/belinda.eckroth/bke/400-006%20%20Public%20Comment%20Policy%20-07-23-25.pdf


MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
April 28, 2026 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on April 28, 2026 at 5:30 PM by 
Chair Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  
Others present were Commissioners Buckley, Tokach and Morrell and Auditor Rhone.   Commissioner 
Zachmeier was present virtually.  Also present was States Attorney Koppy.   
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Morrell seconded to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2026 regular meeting.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
   
Zachmeier moved and Boehm seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye,  motion carried.  
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the refunds for the Primary Residence Credits for the 
2025 Mobile Homes.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to deny refunding building permit 26-18.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatement #7209.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve abatements #7210-7213.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatements #7214-7221.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Buckley seconded to accept the low bid from Midwest Contracting LLC in the amount 
of $939,370.25 for replacement of Bridge 30-114-08.0.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the payment of $3,900 for temporary construction 
easements, permanent draingage easement and permanent right of way for Sweet Briar Bridge #30-145-
11.1.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and seconded to approve a Special Use Permit to allow scoria mining from the 
designated area within S½ Section 2, Township 138N, Range 89W, as the site is in close proximity to 
highway being improved and is not in conflict with neighboring land uses, with the following conditions:  
1) Hours of operation will be limited to 7am to 8pm.  
2) The maximum amount of material that may be removed in any given year is 16,000 cubic yards. 
3) Applicant will control dust as directed by the County Engineer. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form subdivision known as 

White Oak Ranch Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential, as the 

subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code 

and the use is adequately distanced from neighboring residential properties. All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

Buckley moved and Tokach seconded to approve the final plat of the long-form subdivision, known as 
Tokach Timberhaven Fourth Subdivision, and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural and 
Residential to Estate District, as the proposed subdivision reduces the overall zoning non-conformity of 
the subject properties. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve Lot 1 to be rezoned to Residential if and when the lot 

owner is granted official permission from FEMA to remove the entire lot, or a portion of the lot, from 

the special flood hazard area, such that there is adequate room for a residential structure to be built 

entirely outside the special flood hazard area. All voting aye, motion carried. 

Public Comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1 was opened at 6:52PM. There was no public 
comment and comment period was closed at 6:53PM. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from April 10, 2026 through April 28, 2026 equals $2,310,673.97.  
 
A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular 
business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Chair Boehm adjourned the meeting at 7:01PM.  
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  



 

 

Morton County Meeting Coverage 

Service Value Summary (2025) 

Prepared for: 

Morton County Commission 

Dakota Media Access (DMA) provides video-on-demand hosting, online access, and long-term 

archiving for Morton County government meetings. This document outlines the proportional 

service value based on DMA’s overall government meeting coverage in 2025. 

 

2025 Meeting Coverage Context 

Total government meetings (2025): 

330 meetings 

Total meeting hours: 

394 hours, 46 minutes 

Morton County meetings: 

42 meetings 

Morton County meeting hours: 

61 hours, 37 minutes 

 

Usage Share Calculation 

Meeting Share 

42 ÷ 330 = 12.7% 

Time Share 

61.6 hours ÷ 394.77 hours = 15.6% 

This means Morton County meetings represent approximately 13–16% of all government 

meeting content supported by Dakota Media Access. 

 



Estimated Cost of Government Meeting Services 

Estimated annual government meeting service cost: 

$270,000 

 

Cost Per Meeting Hour (Full-Service Benchmark) 

$270,000 ÷ 394.77 total meeting hours 

≈ $684 per meeting hour 

This reflects the full cost of production staff, broadcast infrastructure, equipment maintenance, 

video archiving, and digital streaming services. 

 

Adjusted Service Model for Morton County 

This adjusted rate reflects that Morton County provides its own recordings, while Dakota Media 

Access handles the processing, hosting, streaming, and long-term public access to those 

meetings. 

Adjusted service rate: 

≈ $65 per meeting hour 

 

Estimated Value of Morton County Coverage 

61.6 meeting hours × $65 per hour 

Estimated annual service value: $4,004 

 

Current Contribution 

Morton County’s current contribution to Dakota Media Access: 

$1,500 

 



Context for 2027 Request 

Dakota Media Access recognizes that Morton County operates within budget constraints and 

appreciates its current support. 

Based on proportional usage and service value, the current contribution represents roughly one-

third of the value provided. 

A measured increase to $2,500 would move closer to a fair-share model while continuing to 

recognize the County’s role in producing its own meeting recordings. 

 

Services Provided by Dakota Media Access 

Morton County meetings receive: 

• Video processing and formatting 

• Online streaming access (on demand) 

• Video-on-demand archive for public viewing 

• Permanent public record of meetings 

• Server storage and digital infrastructure 

• Platform support and content delivery 

These services ensure that Morton County residents can access government meetings on 

demand, at any time, supporting transparency and public engagement. 

 



BQ Issuer Talking Points for Morton County 

What is a Bank Qualified Tax-Exempt Issue? – Under Federal regulations, in any calendar year, 

communities may designate up to $10 million of bonds to be “Bank Qualified” or tax-exempt.  If 

a community intends in 2026 to issue more than $10 million of bonds for one or more projects 

then they cannot declare any of these issues in excess of the $10 million limit to be Bank 

Qualified.  The BQ designation provides a unique financial benefit to the banks that purchase 

the bonds so that they can offer a meaningfully lower interest rate to the Borrower – in this 

case the University of Mary.  Obviously, with a lower interest rate – UMary has more funds it 

can dedicate to its important educational efforts. 

What is our public interest in the Project? Thousands of the citizens of your community have 

graduated from UMary over the last 67 years and work in our community.  The University of 

Mary estimates that it currently is serving over 170 Morton County residents. 

What is UMary financing? – The University is pursuing a variety of building projects including 

academic and athletic facilities, welcome center and residence shall projects that require $60 

million of tax-exempt financing (along with other cash to be contributed by UMary) to be 

provided by Bravera Bank and their partner banks.  Construction has begun and funds are 

needed this summer. 

Who else is serving as a BQ issuer? Burleigh County is serving as host jurisdiction and will likely 

be in the first Issuer group.  We are contacting several other local ND cities and counties now as 

we need 6 or 7 participants to reach the needed $60 million financing amount (as each BQ 

issuer can provide no more than $10 million per issuer). 

Over time, it is very common for smaller issuers to use this BQ issuer possibility to lower the 

cost of borrowing for their own projects or to help other worthy non-profit borrowers in their 

state. 

What are the risks for our community?  The bond documents explicitly and very clearly declare 

that the BQ issuing community does not guarantee the debt or in any other way agree to 

provide financial support for the proposed project either now or in the future, so there are no 

risks.  

Can we earn a fee?  - Yes – Your community will be paid a fee of up to $10,000 when the 

transaction closes (or less if the issuance is less than $10 million). UMary also bears the cost of 

document creation and completion. 

What are the next steps? – The County Commissioners can discuss this request at the May 14 

meeting and ask questions of a University of Mary Representative, If the County chooses to 



proceed with this request then the counsel for UMary will provide draft resolutions, TEFRA 

hearing notices and other items related to this effort. 

 



1 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  05/14/2026 
PREPARATION DATE: 05/11/2026 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 7222-7223 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: VETERANS ABATEMENTS 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
CITY OF MANDAN 

• CITY OF MANDAN AGENDA DOCUMENT 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF VETERANS ABATEMENTS 7222-7223 FOR CITY OF 
MANDAN FOR 2024 & 2025. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
7222 2024 VC 65-1804650 PATERA/SETH F & 

JENNIFER A 
4609 29TH ST SE 

MANDAN 11,574 810 10,764 280.47 

7223 2025 VC 65-1804650 PATERA/SETH F & 
JENNIFER A 

4609 29TH ST SE 
MANDAN 11,016 900 10,116 263.87 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



2 | P a g e  
 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  05/14/2026 
PREPARATION DATE: 05/11/2026 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 7224-7225 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: HOMESTEAD ABATEMENTS 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
CITY OF MANDAN 

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF HOMESTEAD ABATEMENTS 7224-7225 FOR CITY OF 
MANDAN FOR 2024 & 2025. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
7224 2024 HC 65-0147000 BERGER/DARLENE 709 13TH AVE NW 

MANDAN 12,884 9,000 3,884 280.47 

7225 2025 HC 65-6112400 MERFELD/TRACY 2824 40TH AVE S #1 
MANDAN 11,381 9,000 2,381 263.87 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



4 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  05/14/2026 
PREPARATION DATE: 05/11/2026 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 7226-7227 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: THERE WERE TWO HOMESTEAD CREDITS IN THE COUNTY FOR 2025 
THAT INCLUDED ADJACENT PARCELS. WHEN THESE WERE ORIGINALLY CALCULATED BY 
THE TAX DIRECTOR, THE TOTAL HOMESTEAD CREDIT APPLIED TO THE PROPERTIES WAS 
CALCULATED INCORRECTLY. DURING ITS REVIEW, THE STATE TAX COMMISSIONER 
IDENTIFIED THESE ISSUES AND REQUESTED CORRECTIONS. THESE TWO ABATEMENTS 
ARE BEING PROCESSED TO CORRECT THOSE ERRORS. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF HOMESTEAD ABATEMENTS 7226-7227 TO 
CORRECT MISCALCULATION. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
7226 2025 HC 33-0013010 MUNSCH/CYNTHIA & 

DAVID 138-84 SEC 5 SE ¼ 3,202 953 2,249 149.03 

7227 2025 HC 30-0262000 KALVODA/ANTON J JR & 
CHERYL 138-81 SEC 29 NE ¼ 3,285 1,050 2,235 185.47 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
MEETING DATE: May 14, 2026
PREPARATION DATE: May 6, 2026
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Highway Department
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: John Saiki
PRESENTER: John Saiki

SUBJECT: 

 
Approval for Purchase of Kalberer Land as a  
Gravel Resource

 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   Request for Approval to purchase the quarter section of land 

containing the Kalberer Gravel Pit.    
 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:    The Morton County Highway Department is in need of good quality 

gravel, located so it is economical to haul and deliver to the roads 
needing gravel.  This is becoming more and more difficult as the 
quantity of suitable gravel in Morton County is diminishing. Earlier 
this year the Highway Department was made aware that the Kalberer 
Land was for sale.  Historically this Pit has been our most reliable 
source of good quality gravel with minimal reject.  The owner initially 
offered the land for purchase by the individual who is currently 
renting the land.  The renter stated he was not able to complete the 
purchase.  Morton County had been second on the list, so we are given 
the opportunity to purchase the Kalberer land.  This land is the same 
location as we have had numerous leases in the past:  Northwest ¼ of 
Section 1, Township 137, Range 85.  Based on our prospecting this 
pit can provide gravel for the County for many years in the future.  
The plan, if this land is purchased, is to supplement our sources of 
gravel.  We will continue to prospect and execute leases as we have 
in the past.  The Kalberer Pit will be used as a location we can count 
on for gravel.  If we crush in this pit every other year, the saving in 
Royalties alone will offset the purchase price of the land in 10 years.  
There will be additional savings as well in having a reliable source of 
the gravel in a central location in the County.  Sometime in the future, 
when this gravel resource is exhausted, the land can be sold for 
agricultural use.  In the meantime, as long as the County owns the 
land, the areas that are not being mined for gravel can be rented.  
County ownership of land is not unprecedented.  There are other North 
Dakota Counties, Burleigh for example, that own land to be used as a 
gravel source.  If this purchase is approved, the budget amount for 
gravel crushing will have to remain where it is for 2027, since we will 
not be crushing gravel in 2026, but in the future there can be  

Morton County Commission
Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW
Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414
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 reductions in the amount budgeted, especially years when we crush in 
this pit, due to not paying Royalties.  This has been discussed at the 
Road Commission and the Road Commission agrees with 
recommending approval of this purchase.    

 
ATTACHMENTS:            Copy of Sale Agreement.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The agreed price is $1,250,300 for the quarter section based on the 

appraisal that includes the gravel resource.  This amount is remaining 
in the Gravel Crushing Line item.  The remaining $250,000 in that line 
item is for contract gravel hauling, which has already been bid and the 
contract awarded.  We will not crush gravel this year.    

 
STAFF IMPACT:          Minimal   
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  The States Attorney has been involved since the beginning of this 

process, providing opinions regarding the legal aspects, preparing 
documents, reviewing documents.   

 
RECOMMENDATION Approve the purchase of the quarter section of land known as the 

Kalberer Pit for $1,250,300.    
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Move to Approve the quarter section of land known as the Kalberer Pit 

for $1,250,300.   









2027 Budget Calendar 
 

May 18 Budget worksheets emailed to department heads 

 

June 18 – July 31 The County Commission will review the budgets with department 

heads and outside agencies. 

 

June 26   Budget requests are due back to the Auditor. 

 

July 6    Budget books ready for commissioners 

 

July 9    Budget presentations at commission meeting 

 

July 28   Budget presentations at commission meeting 

  

August 6  Preliminary budget will be approved at commission meeting 
 


