
 

 

 

   

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda 

   

March 12, 2026 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    

5:30 PM      

  Call to order   

             The Pledge of Allegiance  

             Roll Call   

             Approval of Agenda   

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Morrell 

 

This meeting will also be available via the Go To Meeting platform via 

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty or dial  +1 (669) 224-3412  

and use access code: 370-200-173  

 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173 

 

 

1. Bill Engelter/Morton County Historical Society 

• Update on the MC Historical Society 

 

2. Barb Sandstrom/Morton Mandan Public Library 

• Morton Mandan Public Library Passport Services Announcement 

 

3. Chase Lingle/Senior Assistant State’s Attorney 

• Out of State Travel for Senior Assistant State’s Attorney Chase Lingle to attend the Advanced Digital Evidence for 

Prosecutors Court at National Computer Forensics’ Institute (NCFI) from April 19th – 24th, 2026 in Alabama. 

• Out of State Travel for Assistant State’s Attorney John Klein to attend the Advanced Digital Evidence for 

Prosecutors Court at National Computer Forensics’ Institute (NCFI) from August 30th 2026- September 4th 2026 

in Alabama. 

• Out of State Travel for Assistant State’s Attorney to attend the Rise26 Conference from July 19th – 23rd, 2026 in 

Nashville TN. 

 

4. Donald LaFleur/MC Tax Director 

• Abatement for board consideration 

 

5. John Saiki/MC Engineer 

• Request approval for signing application for North Dakota Department of Agriculture Infrastructure Grant 

 

6. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 

 

7. Public comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1  

Public comment policy 

 

8. Others 

 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty
tel:+16692243412,,370200173
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173
file://///C30FILE2023/Users$/belinda.eckroth/bke/400-006%20%20Public%20Comment%20Policy%20-07-23-25.pdf


MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
February 24, 2026 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on February 24, 2026 
at 5:30 PM by Chairman Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 
Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Buckley and Morrell and 
Auditor Rhone.   Also present were Sheriff Kirchmeier and States Attorney Koppy.  
Commissioners Zachmeier and Tokach were absent.   
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
   
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2026 
regular meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve the bills and payroll.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve out of state travel for VSO Erhart to 
attend the NACVSO conference May 30-June 6, 2026, in Reno, NV.  All voting aye,  
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatement #7178 for 2025 at $730,900 

for the value of the shop and house together on the one parcel as recommended by the Tax 

Assessor. All voting aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatements #7185-7186. All voting aye, 

motion carried. 

Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to appoint Jeff Lind to the School Reorganization 

Board with the term expiring 6/30/28. All voting aye, motion carried.  

Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to appoint Kristi Kreanzel to the Hebron Planning & 

Zoning Board as the extraterritorial representative. All voting aye, motion carried. 

Public Comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1 was opened at 6:32PM. There was 
no public comments and comment period was closed at 6:33PM. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from February 13,2026 through February 24, 2026 
equals $1,178,218.17.  
 
A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during 
regular business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Morell moved and Buckley seconded to adjourn at 6:34PM.  
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  



February 8, 2026 

 

To: Morton County Historical Society Board of Directors 

From: Morton County Commissioner Ray Morrell, portfolio holder 

 

 

 

 

Dear Morton County Historical Society Board of Directors; 

 

I apologize for the late follow-up following the discussion from last summer’s Morton County Historical 

meeting. I was digging for mailing addresses and finally found them, yesterday.  

 

At the August 13, 2026, meeting of the Morton County Historical Society, I gave discussion addressing 

open records law requirements in accordance with the North Dakota laws. Bill Engelter, president of the 

Morton County Historical Society requested verification and sources of such laws and governance be 

provide. I submit herewith: 

 

The North Dakota Open Records Laws, also referred to at the ‘Sunshine Law’ is defined in ND Century 

Code Title 44-04. As a 25-page document, this legal resource provides extensive parameters associated 

with open records laws. If additional questions arise on this law, the inquiries can be made directly to the 

Office of the ND Attorney General. 

 

The ND Attorney General’s website provides many additional resources that support an organization’s 

compliance with the open records laws to include: 
 

Open Records Manual: The North Dakota Attorney General's office has prepared this manual as a 

review of existing case law, state statutes, Attorney General opinions, and administrative rules 

regarding open records and meetings. It includes annotated lists of these authorities, which are 

intended to be as complete as possible but should not be considered exhaustive. The analysis in 

this manual summarizes current law and is not an Attorney General opinion. 
 

Notice Checklist: a quick reference document guiding what to do action items for compliance 

with open records laws. 
 

A series of published legal opinions supporting the application of open records laws to include a 

legal opinion to the Emmons County Historical Society dated December 20, 2024. 



 

Copies of these examples are included with this packet. 

• 2023 Open Records Manual from Office of ND Attorney General  

• Open Records and Meetings Opinion to Emmons County Historical Society from Office of ND 

Attorney General 

• Open Records Checklist from Office of Attorney General 

• Email correspondence from Morton County HR and outside legal source confirming Morton 

County authority under Home Rule Charter 

• ND Century Code Title 11-11 addressing powers of County Commissions 

• ND Century Code Title 44-04 addressing Duties, Records and Meetings 

 

The authorization of the Morton County Commissioner to appoint members to the board of directors 

and its power to audit, or other forms of control and oversite is sourced through Morton County’s Home 

Rule Charter and is also cited in ND Century Code Title 11.11.11. 

 

Be it further noted that any person that stalls or prevents the request for public records of a qualifying 

public entity will be in direct violation of the aforementioned laws and may be subject to legal action by 

the ND Office of Attorney General. 

 

I request the president of the Morton County Historical Society provide to me via US Mail at my address 

on record, within 14 days of the receipt of this letter: 

• a copy of the most current bylaws adopted by the Morton County Historical Society. 

• copies of annual reports and filings of the past five years (2019 through 2024) of the Morton 

County Historical Society with the IRS and with the Office of the ND Secretary of State 

• copy of the letter of determination from the IRS identifying the Morton County Historical society 

as a tax-exempt entity in accordance with IRS tax code. 

 

These requests are to support the need for compliance with fiduciary responsibility in accordance with 

ND state laws and the IRS whereby not only ensuring the Morton County Historical Society is compliant 

but that the Morton County Commission is also compliant. 

 

Furthermore, I am directing that the Morton County Board of Directors hold a special meeting prior to 

April 1 to discuss these matters and ensure compliance. I propose the Morton/Mandan Library as a 



meeting site – I will coordinate. A meeting agenda will be worked up and published in accordance with 

applicable laws. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Raymond S. Morrell 

Morton County Commission 

www.mortonnd.gov 

FB@MortonCountyND 

FB@MorrellforMortonCounty 

ray.morrell@mortonnd.gov 

701-516-3539 – cell 

 

http://www.mortonnd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mortoncountynd
https://www.facebook.com/MorrellforMortonCounty
mailto:ray.morrell@mortonnd.gov


MMPL Library Announcements 

Passport Services 

You may have seen recent national news about some nonprofit libraries being ordered to stop processing 

passport applications. 

I want to reassure our residents and surrounding communities that Morton Mandan Public Library is not 

affected. 

Because our library is government funded and operated through the City of Mandan and Morton County, we 

meet federal requirements and will continue offering passport services without interruption. 

MMPL is proud to provide this service locally and look forward to helping passport applicants from across our 

region begin their next journey. 

Current Passport Services Numbers 
 

Jan. 2026 Passports 
1/1/2026 – 1/17/2026 
Mon., Thurs. & 1 Sat. 

Jan. 2026 Passports 
1/20/2026 – 2/6/2026 
Mon. – Fri. & No Sat. 

Proc. 75 Proc. 97 

Pics 88 Pics 108 

Dig. Pics 4 Dig. Pics 6 
 

Passports 
1/1/2026 – 2/27/2026 

Passports 
1/1/2025 – 2/27/2025 

Proc. 172 Proc. 115 

Pics 196 Pics 135 

Dig. Pics 10 Dig. Pics 0 

Earnings $9,678 Earnings $6,015 

 

Other News 

• Bloom & Build Open House at the PlayLab 

o 701 5th St SW, Mandan 

o March 31st  

o 11:15 – 1:15 

▪ Program with Special Guests @ 11:30 

• Program Highlights 

o Passports in Glen Ullin—May 2nd more details will come out soon. 

• Halliday Public Library Open House  & Central Dakota Library Network Tour 

o February 23rd: MMPL Representatives  

 

Passport Appointment Schedule 
 

Mon – Wed 2:00 pm – 6:00pm 

Thursday 11:00 am – 6:00 pm 

Friday 10:30 am – 1:00 pm 

 

 

Walk-in Passport Saturday 
**Multiple Agents on Duty** 

10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

March 14th  April 11th 

May 9th   June 13th 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: 3/12/202  
PREPARATION DATE:3/4/2026  
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: MORTON COUNTY STATE’S 

ATTORNEY  
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: ALLEN KOPPY  
PRESENTER: ASA LINGLE,   
SUBJECT: OUT OF STATE TRAVEL FOR ADDITIONAL NCFI 

TRAINING IN ALABAMA  
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  To get approval from the Commission for ASA Chase Lingle to Attend the 

Advanced Digital Evidence for Prosecutors Court at NCFI in Alabama, on April 19th 2026- April 24th 2026 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: ASA Lingle has been selected to attend the Advanced Digital Evidence 

for Prosecutors Course put on by the National Computer Forensics’ Institute. This Course will assist ASA 

Lingle in his role as a prosecutor by providing him with advanced training related to digital forensics. The NCFI 

is touted as the premier law enforcement training facility for Cyber and electronic crime forensic training. Each 

of the Prosecutor courses has about 24 slots. There is no real alternative to the Course, as it provides not only 

training but also deepens our counties connections to other offices. ASA Lingle previously completed the 

Digital Evidence for Prosecutors (DEP) course back in June of 2023. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  None, the Course, travel, lodging and a per diem are all covered by the Secret Service.  

 

STAFF IMPACT:  Minimal, the Office is aware of this and will cover hearings as needed. The Court 

has traditionally been supportive of resets for hearings to attend the DEP course previously. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  

 
RECOMMENDATION: We would recommend approval of the travel. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: 

 Move to Approve Out of State Travel for Attorney Chase Lingle to Attend the Advanced Digital Evidence 

for Prosecutors Court at NCFI in Alabama, from April 19th 2026 to April 24th 2026 

Morton County Commission 

Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



 

Page 1 of 1 

 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: 3/12/202  
PREPARATION DATE:3/10/2026  
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: MORTON COUNTY STATE’S 

ATTORNEY  
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: ALLEN KOPPY  
PRESENTER: ASA LINGLE, ASA KLEIN  
SUBJECT: OUT OF STATE TRAVEL FOR ADDITIONAL NCFI 

TRAINING IN ALABAMA  
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  To get approval from the Commission for ASA John Klein to Attend the Advanced 

Digital Evidence for Prosecutors Court at NCFI in Alabama, on August 30th  2026- September 4th 2026 

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: ASA Klein has been selected to attend the Advanced Digital Evidence 

for Prosecutors Course put on by the National Computer Forensics’ Institute. This Course will assist ASA Klein 

in his role as a prosecutor by providing him with advanced training related to digital forensics. The NCFI is 

touted as the premier law enforcement training facility for Cyber and electronic crime forensic training. Each 

of the Prosecutor courses has about 24 slots. There is no real alternative to the Course, as it provides not only 

training but also deepens our counties connections to other offices. ASA Klein previously completed the Digital 

Evidence for Prosecutors (DEP) course.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  None, the Course, travel, lodging and a per diem are all covered by the Secret Service.  

 

STAFF IMPACT:  Minimal, the Office is aware of this and will cover hearings as needed. The Court 

has traditionally been supportive of resets for hearings to attend the DEP course previously. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  

 
RECOMMENDATION: We would recommend approval of the travel. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: 

 Move to Approve Out of State Travel for Attorney John Klein to Attend the Advanced Digital Evidence 

for Prosecutors Court at NCFI in Alabama, from August 30th  2026- September 4th 2026 

Morton County Commission 

Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE: 3/12/2026  
PREPARATION DATE:3/5/2026  
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: MORTON COUNTY STATE’S 

ATTORNEY  
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: ALLEN KOPPY  
PRESENTER: ASA LINGLE, ASA KLEIN  
SUBJECT: OUT OF STATE TRAVEL FOR RISE256  

 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  To get approval from the Commission for ASA John Klein to Attend the Rise26 

conference from July 19th-23rd  2026 in Nashville TN.  

 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: ASA Klein has become the Morton County representative for Drug 

Court, as such his attendance at Rise25 has been encouraged. ASA Richard, now Referee Richard spoke highly 

of this conference following her attendance. The Conference provides resources to further assist the Drug Court 

team as well as the Morton County States Attorneys Office.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Email from Hon. Judge Nesvig 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  $3,003.40 which will come out of our budget 

 

STAFF IMPACT:  Minimal, the Office is aware of this and will cover hearings as needed, the Court will 

be aware of this as well. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  

 
RECOMMENDATION: We would recommend approval of the travel. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: 

 Move to Approve Out of State Travel for Attorney Klein to Nashville, TN, to attend the Rise26 

Conference. 

Morton County Commission 

Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  03/12/2026 
PREPARATION DATE: 03/09/2026 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 7187-7189 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
MOBILE HOMES  

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF HOMESTEAD ABATEMENTS 7187 TO 7189 FOR 
MOBILE HOMES 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
7187 2024 HC 65-9990028 BOLTE/MARK & JACALYN 

SCHACHER 
1422 DEERFIELD RD 

SE MANDAN 5,774 961 4,813 281.02 

7188 2025 HC 65-9990028 BOLTE/MARK & JACALYN 
SCHACHER 

1422 DEERFIELD RD 
SE MANDAN 6,287 3,144 3,143 280.47 

7189 2026 HC 65-9990028 BOLTE/MARK & JACALYN 
SCHACHER 

1422 DEERFIELD RD 
SE MANDAN 6,439 3,220 3,219 263.87 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  03/12/2026 
PREPARATION DATE: 03/09/2026 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 7190-7193 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
MORTON COUNTY 

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF HOMESTEAD ABATEMENTS 7190 TO 7193 FOR 
MORTON COUNTY 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
7190 2025 HC 46-0036000 STEWART/SHELLEY L 3710 CO RD 86 NEW 

SALEM 2,178 2,178 0 149.03 

7191 2025 HC 30-0023000 STEIN/BERNARD W  & 
JANICE M 

2200 HWY 1806 S 
MANDAN 18,901 9,000 9,901 185.47 

7192 2024 HC 42-0337000 KASEMAN/RANDAL 4700 MEADOW 
CHASE LN MANDAN 10,661 9,000 1,661 199.18 

7193 2025 HC 42-0337000 KASEMAN/RANDAL 4700 MEADOW 
CHASE LN MANDAN 11,133 4,500 6,633 185.47 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  03/12/2026 
PREPARATION DATE: 03/09/2026 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 7194-7196 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
CITY OF MANDAN 

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF HOMESTEAD ABATEMENTS 7194 TO 7196 FOR CITY 
OF MANDAN 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 

7194 2024 HC 65-1805064 REMBOLDT/DAVID M & 
KATHLEEN 

2807 WATERS 
EDGE LN SE 

MANDAN 
19,152 4,500 14,652 280.47 

7195 2025 HC 65-4710000 KRUCKENBERG/WAYNE 
W & P 

1608 LINDA DR 
MANDAN 9,599 9,000 599 263.87 

7196 2025 HC 65-6114425 GOETZFRIED/JUDY 2901 39TH AVE SE 
MANDAN 11,417 9,000 2,417 263.87 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
MEETING DATE: March 12, 2026
PREPARATION DATE: March 5, 2026
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Highway Department
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: John Saiki
PRESENTER: John Saiki

SUBJECT: 

 
Approval for signing the Letter of Support and 
application for the North Dakota Department of 
Agriculture Infrastructure Grant Application  

 
STATEMENT/PURPOSE:     Request for Approval for signing application for North Dakota 

Department of Agriculture Infrastructure Grant 
  
 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:     The Morton County Highway Department became aware of the plan 

to expand DimeTime Feeders, LLC feedlot on County Road 83 from 
2,000 head to 5,000 head of cattle.  Truck traffic is anticipated to 
increase as will required maintenance.  There will also be in increase 
in the dust along the route.  The Highway Department, with the 
assistance of Interstate Engineering, has developed a plan as well as a 
grant application to assist in paying for the project.  The project is very 
similar to the project on County Road 82 (Landfill Road) several years 
ago.  Once that project was complete, blading on CR 82 was reduced 
from weekly to once or twice per year.  If this grant is approved and 
project completed we anticipate a reduction in maintenance costs as 
well dust.  The amount of the grant is $1,250,000 or 80% of the 
project.  The scope of the project is $1,562,500, so Morton County 
would contribute approximately 20% or $312,500.  We can use our 
Road Stabilization line item, since it is used for this type of work on 
a smaller scale and the Maintenance Gravel line item.  The Road 
Commission has been involved in the development of the plan as well 
as the grant application and recommends proceeding with approval 
and submission of the grant application.     

 
ATTACHMENTS:   Grant Application and Letter of Support from the County Commission 

for signature.     
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Approximately $312,500 from the Road Stabilization and 

Maintenance Gravel budget lines.    
 
STAFF IMPACT:          Minimal   

Morton County Commission
Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW
Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414



Page 2 of 2 
 

 
LEGAL REVIEW:          None 
 
RECOMMENDATION Approve the submission of the North Dakota Department of Agriculture 

Infrastructure grant application and signing the letter of support for the 
proposed project on County Road 83 north of Interstate 94.   

 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Move to Approve the submission of the North Dakota Department of 

Agriculture Infrastructure grant application and signing the letter of 
support for the proposed project on County Road 83 north of Interstate 
94.   

 



______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan, North Dakota  58554 

www.co.morton.nd.us 

 
 

                  Morton County            Commissioners: 

                                                                                                STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA     Nathan Boehm, Chairman 
                        Andy Zachmeier, Vice Chairman 

    Jackie Buckley 

   Ray Morrell 

    Paul Tokach 

    

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

March 12, 2026 

 

Ag Infrastructure Grant Selection Committee 

North Dakota Department of Agriculture 

600 East Boulevard Ave. Dept. 602 

Bismarck, ND 58505 

 

Dear Selection Committee, 

 

The Morton County Board of Commissioners respectfully submits this letter in support of the proposed 

improvements to Morton County Road 83, which will support the planned expansion of DimeTime Feeders LLC and 

address existing roadway deficiencies. 

Morton County Road 83 serves as a primary agricultural transportation corridor and provides direct access to 

Interstate 94. The roadway currently experiences surface and maintenance challenges that affect safety and 

reliability, particularly for heavy vehicles. With the planned expansion of DimeTime Feeders from approximately 

2,000 head to 5,000 head of cattle, truck traffic is anticipated to increase, further emphasizing the need for 

infrastructure improvements along this route. 

The proposed project includes approximately seven miles of roadway improvements. These improvements will 

enhance safety for all users, reduce dust impacts on adjacent properties, and improve long-term durability and 

maintainability of the roadway. The project represents a proactive investment that aligns transportation 

infrastructure with responsible agricultural and economic growth. 

The Board recognizes the importance of supporting local agricultural operations that contribute to the County’s 

economy and tax base. The anticipated increase in tax revenues associated with the feedlot expansion will help 

ensure Morton County has the resources necessary to maintain this improved roadway over time. 

For these reasons, the Morton County Board of Commissioners fully supports the proposed roadway improvement 

project and encourages favorable consideration of funding to advance this critical infrastructure investment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Nathan Boehm                    Paul Tokach 

Chair       Road Commission Chair 

Morton County Board of Commissioners  Morton County Board of Commissioners 

Dawn R Rhone 

County Auditor 





04/01/2026









04/01/2026 12/31/2027





ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE COST
Agriculture Infrastructure Grant Application

County Road 83

Morton County, ND

CR25.00.134

ITEM DESCRIPTION UNIT QUANTITY UNIT PRICE PRICE

1 Mobilization / Demobilization LS 1 27,000.00$      27,000.00$                     

2 Maintain Existing Haul Road LS 1 4,000.00$        4,000.00$                       

3 Full Depth Reclamation CY 12,000     4.00$               48,000.00$                     

4 Reshape Roadway STA 100          400.00$           40,000.00$                     

5 6" Class 5 Gravel Surfacing CY 18,000     55.00$             990,000.00$                   

6 Dust Suppressant GAL 1,000       2.00$               2,000.00$                       

7 Subgrade Preparation STA 50.00       500.00$           25,000.00$                     

SUBTOTAL 1,136,000.00$                

CONTINGENCIES 113,600.00$                   

ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST 1,249,600.00$                

PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING 124,960.00$                   

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING 187,940.00$                   

TOTAL ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE PROJECT COST 1,562,500.00$                
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THE MORTON COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MINUTES 

September 24, 2025 

 

Chairman Kist called the Morton County Planning and Zoning Commission meeting to order at 

5:31 P.M. September 24, 2025, in the Morton County Commission Room, 210 2nd Ave NW, 

Mandan, North Dakota. Commissioners present were Zachmeier, Buckley, Tomac, Berger, Ell 

Jr., Braun and Wald. Also present were County Planner Natalie Pierce and Deputy Auditor 

Eckroth.  

 

Rohr moved and Braun seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Buckley moved and Ell Jr. seconded to approve the minutes from August 27, 2025. All voting 

aye, motion carried. 

 

Chairman Kist opened the Public Hearing – request from Grant and Sherilyn Johnson for the 

final plat of a short-form subdivision known Vakkert Sted Second Subdivision, a zoning map 

amendment from Agricultural to Estate on approximately 11.12 acres in the NW ¼ of Section 2, 

Township 138N, Range 86W, Morton County. 

 

Buckley moved and Berger seconded recommend approval of the final plat of the short-form 

subdivision known Vakkert Sted Second Subdivision a zoning map amendment from 

Agricultural to Estate, as the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of 

the Morton County Land Use Code and conforms to the land use priorities established in the 

2045 Comprehensive Plan. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Chairman Kist opened the Public Hearing – petition from Security First Bank, New Salem, 

ND to vacate Public Right of Way described as the South 40 feet of County Road 139 (Ash 

Avenue West) between 7th St North and 8th Street North in New Salem, ND, Morton County on 

approximately .34 acres in the NE ¼ of Section 4, Township 140N, Range 83W, Morton County. 

 

Rohr moved and Tomac seconded recommend approval of the petition to vacate the south 40 feet 

of County Road 139/Ash Ave between 7th St N and 8th St N, New Salem, upon approval by the 

City of New Salem of a plat that incorporates the right of way into the existing lot owned by the 

petitioner. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Chairman Kist opened the Public Hearing: request from DimeTime Feeders LLC for a special 

use permit for expansion of an existing animal feeding operation from 2,000 head to 5,000 head 

on approximately 320 acres in the S ½ of Section 4, Township 140N, Range 83W, Morton 

County. 

 

Wyatt Larson, applicant spoke on behalf of the feedlot explaining the operation.  

 

Janel Olson resident near the feedlot she has concerns with dust control and the speed limit but 

also implied the feedlot truckers have obeyed the speed limits and as for the dust control the 

feedlot truckers are not the only ones using the roads, she hopes the County would help with dust 

control.  

 

Landowner to the north of the project, Schmidt, has concerns with deposing of animal carcasses 

and testing of ground water. Mr. Schmidt is not opposed of the feedlot. Planner Pierce directed 
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him to the ND DEQ. 

 

Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded recommend approval of a special use permit to the 

Morton County Commission to allow the expansion of an animal feeding operation from 2,000 

head of cattle to 5,000 head of cattle, as the use does not violate required state setbacks from 

occupied residences and is within the spirit of Article 11 Section 29 of the North Dakota 

Constitution with the following conditions: 

• The applicant shall provide a copy of the ND Department of Environmental Quality 

feeding operation permit and all required ND DEQ application materials, to the County 

Zoning Administrator at the time the application is submitted to ND DEQ. 

• Special use permit shall not become active unit the county receives a copy of an 

approved, expanded feeding operation permit form ND DEQ. 

• If the facility falls out of compliance with any federal, state or local regulation, the permit 

shall be automatically suspended until  the facility returns to compliance 

• The applicant acknowledges the 80,000 lb weight limit on County Road 83 and 

understands that all overweight commercial traffic must obtain permits through 

LoadPass. 

All voting aye, motion carried.  

 

Chairman Kist opened the Public Hearing: request from Boulder Homes LLC for the 

preliminary plat of a long-form subdivision known as Maverick Estates Second Subdivision and 

a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential on approximately 41.26 acres in the 

SE ¼ of Section 21, Township 138N, Range 81W, Morton County. 

 

Ell Jr moved and Berger seconded to recommend approval of the preliminary plat of the long-

form subdivision known as Maverick Estates Second Subdivision and a zoning map amendment 

from Agricultural to Residential, as the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in 

Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code and as the subdivision conforms to the policies 

established in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan. All voting aye, motion carried.  

 

Commissioner Rohr leaves. 

 

Chairman Kist opened the Public Hearing: Draft Morton County Land Use Code Amendment 

Section 5-300 Carbon Dioxide Collection Facility. 

 

Dawn Shepard, stated Environmental Concerns; Stormwater, Emissions and Wildlife. 

 

Patrick Martin EOC Manager, commenting on Shepard’s concerns with emergency management 

evacuation plans for the Carbon Dioxide Collection Facility. 

 

Melissa Friesz, stated concerns with animals, if something would happen to her herd because of 

the Carbon Dioxide Collection Facility who would be liable? 

 

Buckley moved and Tomac seconded to recommend to County Commission the adoption of the 

Morton County Land Use Code Amendment Section 5-300 Carbon Dioxide Collection Facility. 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Chairman Kist opened the Public Hearing: Draft Morton County Land Use Code Amendment 

Section 5-400 Solar Energy Generation Facility. 

 

Dawn Shepard shared her concerns.  

 

Planning & Zoning Board consensus is to establish a subcommittee to work on the draft of 

Section 5-400 Solar Energy Generation Facility of the Morton County Land Use Code. 

  

Braun moved and Tomac seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 pm. All voting aye, motion 

carried. 
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�EDÈRF��NDSRCBaG�88�"�&&�('�'�%&�̂bc:c0:_�
8�,#"��%�&#�#$�&#�%�(�-#*'�
K�&#$������*4"#$�d��(#%���-e�(&#'�-.�

�SAWA[Rf��AFEFTG�
�

	NDNSR��CFf��[R�
�CDRTASXG�

=�(#$*"&*(�"�̂=_�
�
�
=�(#$*"&*(�"�̂=_�

�SAWA[CPG�>+!�%-��%��+#'&#%���%#,�"����-#%���!�(�&#�%��(�,�01333� ��-�&��:1333� ��-�


RBAggRFfCDEAF�ZSAg�
�DCZZG�

=!!(�e��& ��'!�$#�"�*'��!�(,#&�/#& �$�%-#&#�%'.�



������������
�

	
��
�
��

������������������������������������������������������������������ �������������������!�"��������
����������������������������������#$%��������������������������������������������������!�
&���'��(���������������������)������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������� ���������������������������!��
�
"���*������+���� �,����+������������'�������������������-��������������.���������#/(�0%01�
���������������!�2�������������������������������������+���� �,����34���'���������-�����
�����������������'����� �����������������������������'�����������������������������������������
�)��������������!�"���'�����������'�����5���������������������������������������� ������0(%%%������
������� ����������������� ��������������-����� ����+���� �,����34!�"���,����+�������������
���������(�� ����������(������+���� �,����34�����������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������'�����(������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������!���
�
6 �78++�##9449%0!#:;<:4<(�����+���� ��� ������

=+���������������)������������ �5������������(�����������������(�������������'��
������������������������������������� �������(���������(������������(����������
��-������������������������������������������>�
�

�������(�����+���� ���������������������-�����������'������������ ������������!�&���'��(�������
��������'����������������������������'������������������� ��������������������������?����������
����������'������� ���������������� ������5�����������������������������������5�� ��������!�2����
�������������������������������������������(������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������1(%%%�������������������������������������������/�
���������������������������������(������������������������)����������������������������������������
������� ����������������������)�������!���
�
�� �����������������������������������)��������������� ���������������������������������-������
������������������������������78�8�������������@�'�����������A����� !�B������� (�8@A���������
�������������������������������������(��������������������������������!��������(����������������������
+���� ���5��������������������(�������5������������������������������������������������������'�����
������������8@A!��
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



������������
�

�
�	
��
������	�
�����������������	�	����������������

���

���	����

���� !"!�#$�%�&'�#'(��'�)!(*+�

,�-�.��/��0�1�--�23�3�24�5������67�14�5�86��7�0-4/�/���55�9�/:���;7�264�2�����2��24-�5����342��
�7�0�/4�2��0�-�<=>>>�:��3����1�//5��/��?=>>>�:��3����1�//5�@�A:���;7�264�2�46�2�/���0��6�2�B5��
�;7�264�2�38��/��/:��64�24�41�2/�4-7�1/�/0���41��0�-�/:��1800�2/��7�0�/4�2��50��3C�:�6��2�/:��
D8�54/C����E�82/C�F��3�GH��23�/:�/�/:��70�7�6�3��;7�264�2�9�853�-�0��/:�2�3�8B5��/:�/�
�-�82/����/0���41@��

���� !"!�#$�%�&'�#'(��'�%II"'J!+�

,�-�.��/��0�1�--�23��770�.�5������67�14�5�86��7�0-4/�/���55�9�/:���;7�264�2�����2��24-�5�
���342���7�0�/4�2��0�-�<=>>>�:��3����1�//5��/��?=>>>�:��3����1�//5�=��6�/:��86��3��6�2�/�.4�5�/��
0�D840�3�6/�/��6�/B�1K6��0�-��11874�3�0�643�21�6=�94/:�/:����55�942��1�234/4�26L��
MNO/:���77541�2/�6:�55�70�.43����1�7C����/:��PQ�Q�7�0/-�2/����R2.40�2-�2/�5�S8�54/C�
���342���7�0�/4�2�7�0-4/=��23��55�0�D840�3�PQ�QRS��77541�/4�2�-�/�04�56=�/��/:��E�82/C�
T�242��U3-4246/0�/�0��/�/:��/4-��/:���77541�/4�2�46�68B-4//�3�/��PQ�QRS��

<NO67�14�5�86��7�0-4/�6:�55�2�/�B�1�-���1/4.��82/45�/:��1�82/C�0�1�4.�6���1�7C�����2�
�770�.�3=��;7�23�3����342���7�0�/4�2�7�0-4/��0�-�PQ�QRS�

HNO4��/:����1454/C���556��8/����1�-754�21��94/:��2C���3�0�5=�6/�/���0�5�1�5�0��85�/4�2=�/:��7�0-4/�
6:�55�B���8/�-�/41�55C�6867�23�3�82/45�/:����1454/C�0�/8026�/��1�-754�21��

VNOA:���77541�2/��1K2�95�3��6�/:��G>=>>>5B�9�4�:/�54-4/��2�E�82/C�F��3�GH��23�
823�06/�236�/:�/��55��.�09�4�:/�1�--�014�5�/0���41�-86/��B/�42�7�0-4/6�/:0�8�:�W��3��66�

�������
�����

M@OX4/��5�C�8/��
<@OY�280����6�-�2/��4�536�-�7�
H@OZ04�42�5�67�14�5�86��7�0-4/�
V@OU77541�2/[6�2�00�/4.��
?@OR;1�07/��0�-�PQEE�MM\HH]E�82/C�T�242�=�0�5�/�3�/���24-�5���04185/80��
�

�



 

The Vision of the North Dakota Livestock Alliance is strengthening rural communities, farm and ranch families, 
businesses, and natural resources through animal agriculture. 

February 24, 2026 

Ag Infrastructure Grant Selection Committee 
North Dakota Department of Agriculture 
600 East Boulevard Ave. Dept. 602 
Bismarck, ND 58505 
 
Dear Selection Committee, 

The North Dakota Livestock Alliance is pleased to provide this letter in support of the proposed improvements to 
Morton County Road 83, which will support the planned expansion of DimeTime Feeders LLC in Morton County, 
North Dakota. 

North Dakota’s livestock industry depends on reliable rural transportation infrastructure to safely and efficiently 
move feed, livestock, and agricultural inputs. Morton County Road 83 serves as a critical access route for 
agricultural operations in the area and provides a direct connection to Interstate 94. Maintaining and improving 
this corridor is essential to supporting both existing operations and future growth within the livestock sector. 

The planned expansion of DimeTime Feeders from approximately 2,000 head to 5,000 head of cattle reflects 
continued investment in North Dakota agriculture. This growth will increase truck traffic associated with 
livestock and feed deliveries, making roadway improvements necessary to maintain safety, reduce dust impacts, 
and ensure dependable year-round access. The proposed project will directly address these needs. 

Investments in rural road infrastructure strengthen the long-term viability of livestock operations, support local 
employment, and contribute to the economic stability of rural communities. This project represents a 
coordinated approach between private agricultural producers and local government to ensure infrastructure 
keeps pace with responsible industry growth. 

For these reasons, the North Dakota Livestock Alliance strongly supports the proposed improvements to Morton 
County Road 83 and encourages funding assistance to advance this important project. 

Sincerely, 

Amber E. Wood 

Amber Wood 
Executive Director 
ND Livestock Alliance 
(701)712-1488 
amber@ndlivestock.org 
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