
 
 
 
 

   
Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda 

   
February 24, 2026 
Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 
210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    
5:30 PM      
  Call to order   
             The Pledge of Allegiance  
             Roll Call   
             Approval of Agenda   
             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   
             Approve monthly bills and payroll �± Commissioner Tokach 
 
This meeting will also be available via the Go To Meeting platform via 
https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty or dial  +1 (669) 224-3412  
and use access code: 370-200-173  
 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173 
 
 
 

1. Mitchell Erhardt/Morton-Oliver County Veterans Service Officer 
�x Out of State Travel to Reno, NV for Annual NACVSO Conference 

 
2. Donald LaFleur/MC Tax Director 

�x Abatement for board consideration 
 

3. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 
�x Appointment for the MC School Reorganization Board �± one appointment for a 3-year term expiring 6/30/2028.   

(This position has been vacant since June 30, 2025) one applicant Jeff Lind. 
�x Appointment for the City of Hebron Planning & Zoning Extraterritorial �± one appointment for a 5-year term 

expiring 12/31/2030 one applicant Kristi Kraenzel. 
 

4. Public comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1  
Public comment policy 
 

5. Others 
 
 
 
*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty
tel:+16692243412,,370200173
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173
file://///C30FILE2023/Users$/belinda.eckroth/bke/400-006%20%20Public%20Comment%20Policy%20-07-23-25.pdf


MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
February 12, 2026 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on February 12, 2026 
at 5:30 PM by Chairman Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 
Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Tokach and 
Morrell and Auditor Rhone.   Commissioner Buckley was present virtually.  Also present 
were Sheriff Kirchmeier and States Attorney Koppy.   
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve the agenda with a change.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
   
Zachmeier moved and Tokach seconded to approve the minutes of the January 27, 2026 
regular meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the bills and payroll.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Tokach seconded to approve the final plat of a long-form subdivision 
known as Monte�¶s Ranchero�¶s Sixth Subdivision as the plat properly documents the changes to the 
utility easements and relocation of the existing utility easements and the subdivision complies with the 
regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code and is keeping with the land 
use priorities established in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan.  All voting aye,  
 
Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the final plat of the long-form subdivision of 
Harmon Village 24th Subdivision, and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential as the 
subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code 
and is in keeping with the land use priorities established in the 2024 Comprehensive Plan. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

Zachmeier moved and Morrell  seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form subdivision 
known as Starck Subdivision, and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Estate as the 
subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code 
and is in keeping with the land use priorities established in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

Morrell  moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form subdivision 
known as Lee Subdivision, and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Estate as the subdivision 
conforms to the regulation established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code and is in 
keeping with the land use priorities established in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan and with the addition 
of WAPA Easement. All voting aye, motion carried.  

Tokach moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the final plat of a short-form subdivision 
known as North Pasture Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Estate as the 
subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code 
and is keeping with the land use priorities in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

Zachmeier moved and Morrell  seconded to approve the final plat of a long-form subdivision 
known as Maverick Estates Second Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to 
Residential, as the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County 



Land Use Code and as the subdivision conforms to the policies established in the 2045 Comprehensive 
Plan. All voting aye, motion carried.  

Morrell moved and Zachmeier seconded to table abatement 7178 until the next meeting.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve abatements 7180-7182. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve abatements 7183-7184. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Tokach seconded to request an opinion from the State Attorney on 
the ownership and taxable requirements of parcel 45-014110 as the parcel is owned by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Bethlehem Congregation of New Salem and that congregation no 
longer exists along with the fact that there has not been a church constructed on the parcel 
within 10 years as required by NDCC 57-02-08(9)(c) .  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Tokach seconded to appoint Jesse Karabensh to an unexpired term 
expiring 12/31/26 on the Lower Heart Water Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Public Comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1 was opened at 6:23PM. There was 
no public comments and comment period was closed at 6:23PM. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from January 28,2026 through February 12, 2026 
equals $15,317,159.66.  
 
A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during 
�”�‡�‰�—�Ž�ƒ�”���„�—�•�‹�•�‡�•�•���Š�‘�—�”�•���ƒ�–���–�Š�‡�����‘�”�–�‘�•�����‘�—�•�–�›�����—�†�‹�–�‘�”�ï�•�����ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡�ä 
 
Morell moved and Zachmeier seconded to adjourn at 6:24PM.  
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  FEBRUARY 24, 2026  
PREPARATION DATE:  FEBRUARY 17, 2026  
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE   
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR:  MITCHELL ERHARDT   
PRESENTER: MITCHELL ERHARDT   
SUBJECT: OUT OF STATE TRAVEL   

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: Request out of state travel to attend National Association of County Veteran Services 
Officer annual conference in Reno, NV from May 30 �± June 5 2026.  

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: Annual attendance is required to maintain accreditation with the Veterans 
Administration. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: Rough Agenda attached. 

 
FISCAL IM PACT: Airplane travel from Bismarck to Reno $869.00. Hotel stay Peppermill , Saturday May 30 �± 
Saturday June 6 is $1,437.80. Registration fee is $400.00. Plus, normal other fees, baggage, travel from airport 
to hotel. All fiscal impact items were budgeted in 2026 budget 

 
STAFF IMPACT: VSO out of the office June 1 �± June 5, 2026 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: None required 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Recommend Approval within the budget. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Allow out of state travel for the County Veterans Service Officer to attend the National 
Association of County Veterans Service Officers in Reno, NV from May 30 �± June 5, 2026. 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/24/2026 (TABLED 02/12/2026) 
PREPARATION DATE:  02/09/2026 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  ABATEMENT 7178 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: APPLICANT STATES - HAD A MARKET ASSESSMENT COMPLETED 
AND VALUE WAS FAR LESS THEN MORTON COUNTY’S ASSESSMENT. 

ON NOVEMBER 12, 2025, AN ASSESSOR AND THE TAX DIRECTOR VISITED THE PROPERTY 
AT THE OWNERS REQUEST. THIS REVIEW FOUND ISSUES WITH THE ASSESSMENT AND 
CORRECTED THEM RESULTING IN A LOWER VALUE.  

THE OWNER STILL DISAGREED WITH THIS NEW VALUE AND HAS PREPARED THEIR OWN 
ABATEMENT. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 
VALUE PER MORTON COUNTY REVIEW (PAGES 2-7) 

 
VALUE PER OWNER REQUESTED MARKET ANALYSIS (PAGES 8-14) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENT 7178 USING THE VALUES 
DETERMINED BY MORTON COUNTY FOLLOWING THE REVIEW OF THE RESIDENCE (62,400 LAND AND 
668,500 IMPROVEMENTS FOR A TOTAL OF 730,900 OR 32,890 TAXABLE) 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

 

# YR REASON PARCEL ONER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

7178 2025 REASSESS 51-0115731 HOLZER/RYAN & SARAH 3273 RIVER PLACE 
DR N MANDAN 35,217 2,327 32,890 185.47 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

7178 2025 REASSESS 51-0115731 HOLZER/RYAN & SARAH 3273 RIVER PLACE 
DR N MANDAN 

35,217 4,842 30,375 185.47 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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WHILE THERE ARE SEVERAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OUR ASSESSMENT AND THE VALUES 
PRESENTED BY THE RELATOR, CENTURY 21, THE PRIMARY DISCREPANCY STEMS FROM THE 
VALUATION OF THE SHOP/DETACHED GARAGE. CENTURY 21 APPLIED A PER-SQUARE-FOOT VALUE 
OF $15 TO THE 2,160-SQUARE-FOOT SHOP, WHEREAS OUR ASSESSMENT VALUES THE STRUCTURE 
AT $77 PER SQUARE FOOT. 

THE APPLICANT CONTENDS THAT OUR POST-REASSESSMENT VALUE REMAINS SIGNIFICANTLY 
HIGHER THAN MARKET VALUE; HOWEVER, IF THAT WERE THE CASE, SUCH BIAS WOULD BE 
REFLECTED IN THE COMPARABLE SALES RELIED UPON BY CENTURY 21. INSTEAD, THE AVERAGE 
ASSESSED VALUE OF THE PROPERTIES WITH FINALIZED SALES IS $604,000, WHILE THE AVERAGE 
SALE PRICE IS $620,000, INDICATING THAT OUR ASSESSMENTS ARE APPROXIMATELY 2.5% BELOW 
MARKET. 

USING THESE SAME THREE SALES AND ADJUSTING THEM WITH OUR VALUATION METHODOLOGY 
RESULTS IN AN AVERAGE ADJUSTED SALE PRICE OF $746,800, COMPARED TO THE $661,700 
FIGURE CALCULATED BY CENTURY 21. ACCORDINGLY, WE BELIEVE THE PROPOSED VALUE OF 
$730,900 FOR PROPERTY TAX YEAR 2025 MORE ACCURATELY REFLECTS MARKET VALUE AND 
SHOULD BE USED FOR THE ABATEMENT. 
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SUBJECT PROPERTY
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SHOP/DETACHED GARAGE
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COMPARABLE 1 – 2090 MISSOURI LP N 

SOLD 5/6/2025 FOR 579,900 

ASSESSED FOR 2025 AT 568,200 
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COMPARABLE 2 – 8310 WILLOW ROAD N 

SOLD 6/13/2025 FOR 605,000 

ASSESSED FOR 2025 AT 646,400 
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COMPARABLE 3 – 2467 LABRADOR DR 

SOLD 12/19/2025 FOR 675,000 

ASSESSED FOR 2025 AT 597,600 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/24/2026 
PREPARATION DATE:  02/20/2026 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  ABATEMENT 7185 & 7186 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: PARCELS WERE TAKEN BY MORTON COUNTY THOUGH A TAX DEED 
IN 2020, WERE SUBSEQUENTLY DEEDED TO THE CITY OF MANDAN IN 2025. UNDER NORTH 
DAKOTA CENTURY CODE 57-02-08(3), PROPERTY OWNED BY POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS ARE 
EXEMPT FROM TAXATION. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  

�x CITY OF MANDAN AGENDA DOCUMENTATION 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 7185 & 7186 FOR EXEMPT 
PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF MANDAN 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

7185 2025 EXEMPT 65-6109401 CITY OF MANDAN HEART RIDGE 2ND 
BLOCK 2 LOT 15 2,125 2,125 0 263.87 

7186 2025 EXEMPT 65-5784100 CITY OF MANDAN 

S 1/2 SW 1/4 (LESS 
KEIDEL 

SOUTHHEART 
TERRACE 1ST 

52.32AC & LESS PT 
KEIDEL SOUTH 

HEART TERRACE 
2ND 10.88 ACRES) 

16.80 ACRES 

2,100 2,100 0 263.87 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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MORTON COUNTY AUXILIARY BOARD 
APPLICATION FORM 

 
 
 

Name: Jeff Lind 
 
Address: 3211 Bay Shore Bend SE  Mandan, ND 58554 
 
Home Phone:  701-208-0221     Work Phone:  
 
Email: jefflind3211@icloud.com 
 
Board or Commission on which you prefer to serve:  

�x Morton County School Reorganization Committee 
 
List below the skills or qualifications you could bring to this Board or Commission: 

�x Retired K-12 School Administrator, most recently employed by the Mandan School District #1 as 
the assistant superintendent (2012-2018). 

�x Served on the North Dakota State Board of Public Education from 2003 to 2018 
�x Currently I am a professor and program director for the School Administration program at the 

University of Mary 
 
If you have any special interest or reason for serving on this Board or Commission, please explain below. 
 
 
Principal Occupation/Source of Income (check one) 
 

 
 
List the name of each business or trust that is NOT the principal source of income, in which you 
have a financial interest: 
 
 
List below the associations or institutions with which you are closely associated, or serve as a 
director or officer: 
 

�x University of Mary 
 
 
 
Signature: ____________________________________   Date: 2/17/2026 
 
Please return application to: Dawn R Rhone, Morton County Auditor �t 210 2nd Ave NW �t Mandan, ND  58554 




