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MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
Jun 24, 2025 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on June 24, 2025 
at 5:30 PM by Chairman Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 
Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Buckley, Tokach 
and Auditor Rhone.  Commissioner Morrell was present virtually.  Also present were States 
Attorney Koppy and Sheriff Kirchmeier. 
 
Buckley moved and Tokach seconded to approve the agenda with an addition.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
   
Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2025 
regular meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2025 Board 
of Equalization meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Boehm moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve bills and payroll.  On a roll call vote, all 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form 
subdivision known as Hartmann Subdivision, and a zoning map amendment from 
Agricultural to Residential, as the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in 
Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code and conforms to the land use priorities 
established in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan. All voting aye, motion carried. 

Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve the final plat of a short-from 
subdivision known as Sweet Briar Third Subdivision, and a zoning map amendment from 
Agricultural to Residential, as the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in 
Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code and conforms to the land use priorities 
established in the 2024 Comprehensive Plan. All voting aye, motion carried.  

Buckley moved and Tokach seconded to approve the abatement #7119.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatements #7120-7121.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Tokach seconded to approve abatements #7122-7124.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Tokach seconded to approve offers negotiated for Right of Way and 
temporary easements, a total of $4,060.44, needed for the permanent right of way, 
maintenance easement and temporary easements for the replacement of Bridges 30-152-
35.0 & 30-158-27.0.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Buckley seconded to authorize the County Engineer to execute a gravel 
pit lease for the Kalberer pit for 2025 for $2,50 per yard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to appoint Linda Beckler to a 3-year term expiring 
6/30/28 on the library board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  07/10/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 07/07/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTATION OF SB 2367 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: DURING THE 69TH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, SENATE BILL 2367 WAS 
SIGNED INTO LAW. THE BILL REQUIRES THAT, “IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE GOVERNING 
BODY OF THE COUNTY, THE COUNTY DIRECTOR OF TAX EQUALIZATION SHALL DEVELOP A 
SCHEDULE OF MODIFIERS TO BE USED TO ADJUST AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY 
ASSESSMENTS WITHIN THE COUNTY AND DIRECTIONS REGARDING HOW THE MODIFIERS 
MUST BE APPLIED BY ASSESSORS.” 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS REQUIREMENT, I AM REQUESTING THAT A COMMITTEE BE 
FORMED TO DEVELOP A RECOMMENDATION FOR THE MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: N/A 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: APPROVAL TO ESTABLISH A COMMITTEE TO COLLABORATE WITH THE 
DIRECTOR OF TAX EQUALIZATION IN DRAFTING A RECOMMENDATION FOR THE MORTON COUNTY 
COMMISSION. 

 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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1. Request from Keenan & Sierra Pierce for the final plat of a short-form subdivision known 
as Pierce Subdivision, and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential, on 
approximately 1.57 acres in the NW¼ of Section 6, Township 135N, Range 81W, Morton 
County.     

a. Summary: subject property is located about 1 mile west of Highway 6 and about 
5 miles south of St Anthony. Applicant wishes to divide one residential lot from a 
72 acre tract. Applicants are planning to drill a well. The proposed subdivision 
would create the third buildable lot within the quarter-section.   

b. P&Z Commission Recommendation: approve the final plat of the short-form 
subdivision and zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential. 

 

2. Request from Devon Burghart for the final plat of a short-form subdivision known as 
Burghart Subdivision, and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential, on 
approximately 13.51 acres in the NW¼ of Section 12, Township 138N, Range 83W, 
Morton County.     

a. Summary: subject property is located off Lyons Road, about 5 miles south of 
Crown Butte Lake. Applicant wishes to subdivide two residential lots from a 
quarter-section. One is an auditor’s lot with a residence on it. The other lot 
would be newly created by the subdivision. Missouri West Water and Mor Gran 
Sou power will be available to the new lot. The proposal would create the 
second and third buildable lots within the quarter-section.  

b. P&Z Commission Recommendation: approve the final plat of the short-form 
subdivision and zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential. 

 

3. Request from Rick & Kathy Sturn et al for the final plat of a long-form subdivision known 
as Sturn 5th Subdivision, on approximately 159.07 acres in the SW¼ of Section 24, 
Township 139N, Range 84W, Morton County.     

a. Summary: subject property is located about 1.75 miles southeast of Sweetbriar 
Lake. All lots within the subdivision boundary currently exist. The purpose of the 
subdivision is to consolidate all lots within one plat for continuity of survey 
monument references across multiple plats.  

b. P&Z Commission Recommendation: approve the final plat of the long-form 
subdivision. 
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4. Request from the Baliles Trust et al for the final plat of a long-form subdivision known as 
Gwyther Fourth Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Residential to 
Commercial (Lot 2 only), including the vacation of alleyways, on approximately 7.81 
acres in the NW¼ of Section 11, Township 135N, Range 79W, Morton County.     

a. Summary: subject property lies within the townsite of Fort Rice. Applicants wish 
to vacate internal right of ways/alleyways and consolidate lots into conforming 
lots. The result will be 3 residential lots and one Commercial lot. There is 
currently a Commercial lot with a bar on it. The proposal would add some 
acreage to the commercial lot. Therefore a zone change is required for Lot 2 
only.  

b. P&Z Commission Recommendation: approve the final plat of the long-form 
subdivision and zoning map amendment from Residential to Commercial for Lot 
2 only. 
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400-006 �t Public Comment �t Regular Meetings of a Public Entity 

Adopted - 
Revised -                                                                    DRAFT 
Legal Reference - NDCC 44-04-20 - SB 2180 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the conduct of the Public Comment Period of 
Meetings. Public meetings are held pursuant to the North Dakota Century Code 44-04-20, relating to the 
opportunity to provide comment at a meeting of a public entity as mandated under SB 2180. Every 
meeting of a public board in North Dakota will be required to hold a public comment period during each 
of its meetings.  

General Policy 
Morton County encourages and welcomes public participation and input, and will hear any interested 
individual pursuant to the guidelines outlined in this policy.  Any meeting attendees shall be permitted 
an opportunity to make public comments and address public officials under the rules established.  

Morton County welcomes members of the public to its meetings and establishes the following rules and 
guidelines for public attendance and comment at these meetings. The Board President/Chair, who is 
responsible for the orderly conduct of the meeting, will oversee and moderate the procedures of Public 
Comment and shall have the authority to determine procedural matters regarding public comment not 
otherwise defined in these guidelines. 

Rules and Guidelines for Public Comment 
The Board allows time for public comment during the time designated on the board meeting agenda.  
Anyone wishing to address the board during a public comment period section can do so in accordance 
with the following guidelines: 
 
Public Comment Period 
The following rules shall apply to the Public Comment Period: 
 
1. Public participation and comment will be permitted during the Public Comments portion of the 

County Board agenda only. Members of the public are advised that items submitted to the Board 
are public records under North Dakota Open Records law and will be available to the general public 
upon request. 

 
 
 



2. Members of the public wishing to provide comment are asked to provide their full name and 
address in writing prior to the meeting. Individuals also should indicate the agenda topic they intend 
to address, and if they are representing an organization or other entity, the name of the 
organization or other entity. Topic must be pertinent to the public entity. 

 
 Each member of the public wishing to provide public comment, must submit a speaker card in 

person or via email to the board chairman prior to the meeting being called to order that includes: 
  

a. The individuals name, 
b. The individuals address, 
c. The individual also should indicate the agenda topic they intend to address from the current 

meeting agenda or the previous meeting agenda, and if they are representing an 
organization or other entity, the name of the organization or other entity. 

d. Topics must be pertinent to the public entity. 
 
3. Any one unable to or unwilling to speak in-person are encouraged to provide written copies of their 

comments to the Board prior to the meeting. 
  
4. Speakers must identify themselves, topic(s) and group affiliation, if any, before speaking. 
  
5. Groups are asked to designate a single spokesperson in order to avoid repetition and delay.  
 
6. The Public Comment Period is established for members of the public who physically attend County 

Board meetings. The Public Comment Period is not available to individuals who wish to address the 
Board by remote means, including telephone, video conferencing or other electronic means. 

  
a.  Members of the public who do not attend County Board meetings in person are welcome to 

submit comments to the Board by other means, including mail or e-mail. 
 
7. To ensure orderly and efficient meetings; at the beginning of each regular meeting, a period of time 

not to exceed 30 minutes will be devoted to concerns presented by the public, as set forth on the 
agenda and at least one preceding meeting, regardless of how many individuals have submitted 
speaker cards. Before appearing in front of the County Board, members of the public are urged to 
seek solutions to their comments through County administrative channels. 

 
8. The time allowed for each person/group to speak will be three minutes. Speakers are asked to 

strictly adhere to time allocated and to be brief and to the point. The individual will be notified 
when the three minutes have expired. The speaker may not yield their allotted time to another 
person. The Board shall have discretion to modify this time limit, as well as to limit repetitive 
comments. 

 
9. Public Comment Conduct: 

�x Public comments may not interfere with the orderly conduct of the regular meeting. 
�x Comments that are abusive, defamatory, profane, harassing, repetitive comments, slander, 

personal attacks or unlawful behavior will not be permitted.  
�x The Board may prohibit further comment at the meeting by any speaker whose behavior 

and/or remarks violate any of these rules and guidelines.  
�x Speakers unable to act in a respectful manner may be asked to leave the premises. 



10. The County Board has the authority to terminate the remarks of speakers who fail to adhere to the 
above rules. There shall be no debate on any matters raised during public comment.  

11. While the Board values input from the public, Board members are not obligated to respond to 
questions or comments from the public during the open comment period. The Board will listen and 
consider each speakers comment and may respond as appropriate and ask questions for 
clarification. The Board may, however, refer any matter of public comment to the appropriate 
department for review, or may place the matter on a subsequent agenda for discussion.  

 
12. Public Comment may be prohibited if an alternative procedure exists to bring that particular type of 

public comment before the public entity if the public comment includes confidential or exempt 
information, or the public comment is otherwise prohibited by law.  
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