
 

 

 

 

   

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda 

   

February 13, 2025 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    

5:30 PM      

  Call to order   

             The Pledge of Allegiance  

             Roll Call   

             Approval of Agenda   

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Zachmeier 

 

 

This meeting will also be available via the Go To Meeting platform via 

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty or dial  +1 (669) 224-3412  

and use access code: 370-200-173  

 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173 

 

 

 

1. Donald LaFleur/MC Tax Director 

• Abatements for board consideration 

 

2. Joel Rostberg/EOC & NRG Technology Representatives 

• Cybersecurity Grant Update: To further enhance cybersecurity measures by changing Morton County’s internet 

domain from the current mortonnd.org to mortonnd.gov This .gov domain lessens the chance of hackers and 

cybersecurity breaches using our .gov address due to increased firewalls and higher levels of spam protection. 

 

3. Kyle Kirchmeier/MC Sheriff 

• Court Grant Match Expenses 

 

4. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 

 

5. Others 

 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty
tel:+16692243412,,370200173
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173


MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
January 28, 2025 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on January 28, 2025 
at 5:30 PM by Chair Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 
Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Buckley, Morrell 
and Tokach and Auditor Rhone.  Also present was States Attorney Koppy, Treasurer 
Hatzenbuhler and Sheriff Kirchmeier. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
   
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2025 
regular meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve the list of financial institutions and 
depositories for 2025 as presented by Treasurer Hatzenbuhler.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve out of state travel for Treasurer 
Hatzenbuhler to attend the NACCTFO Conference in Philadelphia, PA on July 6-9, 2025.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve merging the department head position 
for the County Parks and County Weed Departments and to advertise the position 
internally with the 2 department budgets remaining separate and a hiring decision be 
made in time to accommodate Park Director Tim Nilsen’s retirement date.   
 
Tokach moved and Zachmeier seconded to amend the motion to advertise externally in 
addition to internal.  Voting aye: Tokach, Zachmeier, Morrell, Boehm; voting nay: Buckley.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Roll call vote on the amended motion, all voting aye, motion carried.  
 
Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatements #6674 - 6677.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatements #6678 - 6680.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatement #6681.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatements #6682 - 6683.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve abatement #6684.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the Declaration of Fire Emergency and  
Burn Restrictions for Morton County to prohibit open burning when the Rangeland Fire 



Index is in the high, very high, extreme or red flag category, effective immediately for the 
calendar year of 2025.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach recused himself from the next agenda item due to conflict of interest relating to the 
petition from Pale Horse Investments as he is related to one of the landowners.  
 
Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to deny the petition from Pale Horse Investments 
to open a road as access currently exists between the petitioner’s property and a public 
right-of-way either by description or platted access.  Roll call vote: Zachmeier, Morrell, 
Buckley, Boehm all voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach rejoined the meeting. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from January 10, 2024 through January 28, 2025 

equals $16,972,785.27.  

A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during 
regular business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to adjourn at 7:13PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  



1 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/13/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 02/10/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6672-6673 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: GARAGE WAS VALUED THAT IS NO LONGER PRESENT AND 
UPDATES TO BUILDING CHARACTERISTICS FOR 2023 & 2024. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

• CITY OF MANDAN AGENDA DOCUMENTATION 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 6672-6673 TO CORRECT 
CHARACTERISTICS. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED  

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6672 2023 REASSESS 65-5640000 DAGLEY/MARK & 

LYNETTE 
2309 MEMORIAL 

HWY SE MANDAN 20,400 1,810 18,590 281.02 

6673 2024 REASSESS 65-5640000 DAGLEY/MARK & 
LYNETTE 

2309 MEMORIAL 
HWY SE MANDAN 23,795 2,265 21,530 280..47 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/13/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 02/10/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6685 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: 2023 MORTON COUNTY HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6685. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2023 MORTON COUNTY HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6685. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6685 2023 HC 34-0127000 KAELBERER/KELLY K 4715 CO RD 85 NEW 

SALEM 3,461 3,461 0 157.73 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/13/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 02/10/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6686 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: 2023 CITY OF HEBRON HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6686. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2023 CITY OF HEBRON HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6686. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6686 2023 HC 64-0025000 SCHWARTZ/RONALD & 

KATHLEEN 
220 N MAPLE ST 

HEBRON 7,241 3,621 3,620 271.40 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/13/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 02/10/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6687 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: 2023 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6687. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2023 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6687. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6687 2023 HC 65-1792000 MERKLEY/DON & SANDRA 502 9TH AVE NW 

MANDAN 18,608 4,500 14,108 281.02 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/13/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 02/10/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6688 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: 2024 CITY OF HEBRON HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6688. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 CITY OF HEBRON HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6688. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6688 2024 HC 64-0025000 SCHWARTZ/RONALD & 

KATHLEEN 
220 N MAPLE ST 

HEBRON 6,643 3,322 3,321 309.59 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/13/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 02/10/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6689 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: 2024 CITY OF NEW SALEM HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6689. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 CITY OF NEW SALEM HOMESTEAD 
ABATEMENT 6689. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6689 2024 HC 66-0099000 FREISE/LARRY C & DIANE 

M 
216 5TH ST N NEW 

SALEM 8,420 4,210 4,210 254.57 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/13/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 02/10/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6690-6693 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: 2024 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENTS 6690-
6693. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD ABATEMENTS 
6690-6693. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6690 2024 HC 65-4646000 RESSLER/COLLEEN A 1708 MONTE DR 

MANDAN 10,836 4,500 6,336 280.47 

6691 2024 HC 65-4639000 SULLIVAN/JOHN E 1606 MONTE DR 
MANDAN 11,903 4,500 7,403 280.47 

6692 2024 HC 65-1792000 MERKLEY/DON & SANDRA 502 9TH AVE NW 
MANDAN 19,373 4,500 14,873 280.47 

6693 2024 HC 65-0587000 DELZER/NORMAN F & 
ALICE F 

812 4TH AVE NE 
MANDAN 12,375 4,500 7,875 280.47 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/13/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 02/10/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6694 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: 2025 MOBILE HOME HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6694. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2025 MOBILE HOME HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6694. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 

6694 2025 HC 65-6000015 JOHNER/PIUS J & ANITA 
114 WEST 

ANTELOPE ST 
MANDAN 

2,926 1,463 1,463 281.02 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  02/13/2025 
PREPARATION DATE: 02/10/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6695 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: CONSIDER PRIMARY RESIDENCE CREDIT ABATEMENT FOR 3740 
ARIKARA AVE N. THE STATE TAX COMMISSIONER HAS VERIFIED THAT THIS PROPERTY HAD 
AN APPLICATION FOR THE PRIMARY RESIDENCE CREDIT BUT THE PROPERTY WAS NOT 
INCLUDED IN THE FILES SENT TO MORTON COUNTY AND THUS NO PRIMARY RESIDENCE 
CREDIT WAS GRANTED. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 PRIMARY RESIDENCE CREDIT ABATEMENT 
6695. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS PRC REFUND 
6695 2024 PRC 41-0336000 BERRETH/MELVIN R & 

JUDY E 
3740 ARIKARA AVE 

N MANDAN 500 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 

MEETING DATE:   February 13, 2025 

PREPARATION DATE: February 6, 2025 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Emergency Management 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: Patrick Martin 

PRESENTER: Joel Rostberg & NRG Technology Representatives 

SUBJECT: Cybersecurity Grant Update 
  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: To further enhance cybersecurity measures by changing Morton County’s internet 

domain from the current mortonnd.org to mortonnd.gov  This .gov domain lessens the chance of hackers and 

cybersecurity breaches using our .gov address due to increased firewalls and higher levels of spam protection.     
 

BACKGROUND:  As part of a long-range plan to enhance cybersecurity for Morton County’s computer 

systems, our office applied for a Federal/State Cybersecurity Grant in August of 2023.  Upon review by State 

officials, FEMA and Department of Homeland Security Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 

(CISA) our application was approved and Morton County was awarded $11,754.00 to accomplish this .gov 

migration.  In accordance with the grant procurement requirements, we had to obtain three quotes from separate 

vendors.  Our office developed an RFP and submitted to three eligible potential contractors.  Upon submission 

of these RFPs to the Auditor’s Office, our internal IT Committee, to include Commissioner Morrell as the IT 

Portfolio holder, NRG Technology Services was selected as the contractor with a quote of $9,515.00.   
 

The grant funding cost share is as follows: 

Federal share: 80% = $7,612.00 

State share: 4.55% = $432.94 

County share: 15.45% = $1,470.06 A cost savings to Morton County taxpayers of $8,045.00    

 

At the completion of the project, we will demonstrate sound fiscal responsibility to the State by coming in well 

under budget of the original grant estimate. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  None   
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  $1,470.06  
 

STAFF IMPACT:  None 
 

LEGAL REVIEW:  In accordance with State/Federal Grant guidelines/requirements.  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval to move forward with this project to enhance Morton County’s Information 

Technology (IT) systems and better deter cybersecurity breaches to our internet. 
 

SUGGESTED MOTION:  Move to accept the quote of $9,515.00 from NRG and complete the internet domain 

migration from .org to .gov as presented, with a cost share to Morton County of $1,470.06. 

Morton County Commission 

Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 

Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



                                             Kyle L. Kirchmeier, Sheriff

 

205 First Avenue NW Mandan, ND 58554 

Phone (701) 667-3330   Fax (701) 667-3463 

Burleigh Morton Detention Center Phone (701) 255-3113 
 

February 10, 2025 
 

SUBJECT:  ASSEST FORFEITURE FUNDING 
 
TO:               Morton County Commission 
                     Nathan Boehm, Chairman 
 
FROM:        Sheriff Kyle Kirchmeier 
 
In December of 2024 a grant application was submitted for a Court Facilities Improvement 
Grant Award. The grant is 75% with a 25% contribution match. 
 
We were awarded the grant in the amount of $19,845.75 from the committee on January 22, 
2025 to replace the Auto Clear Electronic Imaging System. 
 
Our contribution to the grant is $6,615.25. I am requesting the 25% match funding be 
approved out of the Sheriff’s Asset Forfeiture Fund to cover the expense. 
 
 


