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MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
January 9, 2025 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on January 9, 2025 
at 5:30 PM by Chair Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 
Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Buckley, Morrell 
and Tokach and Auditor Rhone.  Also present was States Attorney Koppy and Sheriff 
Kirchmeier. 
 
Morrell  moved and Buckley seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
   
Zachmeier moved and Morrell  seconded to approve the minutes of the December 26, 2024 
regular meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Chair Boehm released the chair for reorganization of the Board of Commission to Auditor 
Rhone.   

Rhone called for nominations for Chair.   

Zachmeier nominated Boehm for Chair.   

Buckley nominated Morrell for Chair. 

Morrell moved and Zachmeier seconded to cease nominations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.       

Ballots were cast with Boehm receiving a majority of the votes.                       

Rhone called for nominations for Vice-Chair.  

Zachmeier nominated Buckley for Vice-Chair. 

Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for 
Buckley.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Rhone released the chair to Chairman Boehm.   

Buckley moved and Morrell  seconded to approve abatement # 6664.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve abatements #6666 & 6667.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved Morrell and seconded to approve abatement #6668.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve abatements #6669 & 6670.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 







                                                        January17, 2025 
 
 
 
 
Please note the following financial institutions that I, Kari Hatzenbuhler, Morton County 
Treasurer, would like on record as depositories for the year 2025. 
 
 
               
 
              
Dakota Community Bank           Hebron ND 
 
First International  Bank & Trust  (Main Depository)      Mandan ND 
 
First Western Bank & Trust          Bismarck ND  
 
Multi Bank Securities          EConnect Direct  
 
Starion Bank            Mandan ND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank You 
 
 
Kari Hatzenbuhler 
Morton County Treasurer 
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SAVE THE DATE!
Join us in the "City of Brotherly Love" for

the 2025 Annual Conference.

July 6-9 @Loews Philadelphia
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OBJECTIVES: 
 

 

Cost Savings: By combining departments, certain costs can be reduced through shared resources, such as 
equipment, staff, and facilities. Joint purchasing of certain supplies may also reduce expenses. 

 

View of Salary and Benefits Pre and Post-Combination 
Pre-Combination Weed   Pre-Combination Park   Post-Combination Park/Weed 

Salary:  $83,296.77  Salary:  $187,726.38  Salary:  $244,106 

Health  $30,890  Health  $30,890  Health  $30,890 

FICA  $6,372.2  FICA  $14,361.06  FICA  $18,674.11 

Retirement  $11,894.78   Retirement $20,039.98  Retirement $20,665.44 

Total:   $132,453.75  Total:   $253,017.43  Total:              $314,335.55 

 

Pre-Combination Total: $385,471.17 

Post-Combination Total: $314,335.55  

Savings:   $71,135.62      *$17,235.60 will be saved for the first 5 years with upcoming  

  hire requesting to be temporary, non-benefitted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











When will the merger take place?  If approved, the merger is anticipated to be formally 
implemented on August 1, 2025, following the retirement of Director Tim Nilsen. In preparation for this 
transition, Director Nilsen and Weed Director Cody Schnable will collaborate throughout the 2025 park 
and weed management season to conduct a trial integration, ensuring operations are tested and refined 
before the formal combination. 
 
How will the merger benefit the community? The merger will enhance resource management by 
streamlining operations and eliminating redundancies, resulting in more efficient and effective service 
delivery. Additionally, the cost savings achieved through the consolidation will enable the Morton 
County Auditor to reinvest funds into initiatives that further benefit the community strategically. 
 
Will the merger save the taxpayer money? The county projects an annual savings of 
approximately $71,000 due to reduced administrative overhead and the efficient sharing of resources 
between the two departments. 
 
OPERATIONAL QUESTIONS:  

 

Will there be changes to park maintenance or weed control schedules?  Operations will be 
carefully managed throughout the transition to ensure continuity and minimize disruptions. Any 
adjustments to schedules will be communicated to the public well in advance. Given the similarities 
between the current Parks and Weed Department schedules, significant changes or disruptions are not 
anticipated. 

How will the merger affect the use of herbicides near parks?  The application of herbicides 
near parks will follow stringent safety protocols and comply with all regulatory standards to ensure 
public health and environmental protection. These practices will not interfere with park accessibility, 
recreational activities, or the enjoyment of park facilities. Additionally, herbicide use will be carefully 
managed to target invasive species without disrupting the growth of natural vegetation, preserving the 
ecological balance and aesthetic appeal of the parks. 

What happens to existing contracts or partnerships with either department?  All existing 
contracts and partnerships will be honored, ensuring continuity of services and commitments. Since 
Morton County Parks and Weed Departments are already managed under the same organizational 
framework, minimal disruption is anticipated. The transition is expected to be seamless, with careful 
planning and oversight to maintain stability and uphold existing agreements. 

Will this merger affect access to parks or trails?  There are no plans to limit access to parks or 
trails. The merger is designed to improve, not reduce, recreational services. 

PERSONNEL QUESTIONS: 
 

What happens if there is a disagreement between boards regarding control or decision-
making?  In the event of a dispute or perceived imbalance of authority between boards, a structured 
conflict resolution process will be followed to address and resolve the issue effectively. This process will 
include: 







SAMPLE ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Final Section (All Respondents): 
 
16. Do you have any additional comments, concerns, or suggestions regarding the merger? 

 
[Open text box] 







 
This job description is not intended, and should not be construed to be, a complete list of all responsibilities, duties, skills or 
working conditions associated with the job. It is intended to be a reasonable outline of those principle job elements essential in 
making a hiring decision, a compensation decision and for determining job performance. Incumbents will be required to follow 
any other job-related instructions and duties outside of their normal responsibilities as assigned by their supervisor. 
 
Incumbent Authorization 
 
By my signature, I hereby certify that I have reviewed the attached description of my position and agree to perform the duties 
described therein. I understand that Morton County may make modifications, additions, or deletions to this job description at 
any time, and will notify me of any changes by sending me a revised copy for my review and signature. 
 
 
Incumbent Signature: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
 
 
Supervisor Signature:  ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  JANUARY 28, 2025  
PREPARATION DATE:  JANUARY 28, 2025   
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  NDSU EXTENSION  
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR:  JADEN RUSSELL  
PRESENTER: JADEN RUSSELL AND CASSIE ALLERDINGS  
SUBJECT: EXTENSION UPDATE AND FUTURE PROGRAMS  

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  To give the commission and public an update on current NDSU Extension 
programming and upcoming events.  

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: NDSU Extension plans to give an update to the County Commission at 
least once each quarter to help give more notice to upcoming programs and answer questions from the 
Commission.  

 
ATTACHMENTS:  Future Programming Dates 

 
FISCAL IM PACT:  NA 

 
STAFF IMPACT:  We are still accepting applications for an Administrative Assistant in our office. Job 
posting will close on Friday January 31st.  
 
LEGAL REVIEW: NA 
 
RECOMMENDATION: I recommend the commission and public ask any questions or give any recommendations 
to NDSU Staff.   
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  01/28/2025 
PREPARATION DATE:  01/23/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  ABATEMENT 6674-6677 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  2023 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6674-
6677. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2023 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6674-6677. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED  

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

6674 2023 HC 65-1262000 KEYS/YVONNE 104 13TH AVE NW 
MANDAN 8,987 8,987 0 281.02 

6675 2023 HC 65-4283275 HARVEY/LARRY A & 
VALERIE L 

1370 14TH ST SE 
MANDAN 10,170 4,500 5,670 281.02 

6676 2023 HC 65-6107665 GOETZ/DEBORAH 1524 RIDGE DR SE 
MANDAN 9,189 9,000 189 281.02 

6677 2023 HC 65-4279000 SCHLINGER/GERALD J & 
CHARMAIN A 

1400 19TH ST SE 
MANDAN 11,124 4,500 6,624 281.02 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  01/28/2025 
PREPARATION DATE:  01/23/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  ABATEMENT 6678-6680 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  2024 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6678-
6680. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6678-6680. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

6678 2024 HC 65-4283275 HARVEY/LARRY A & 
VALERIE L 

1370 14TH ST SE 
MANDAN 11,502 4,500 7,002 280.47 

6679 2024 HC 65-6107665 GOETZ/DEBORAH 1524 RIDGE DR SE 
MANDAN 9,338 9,000 338 280.47 

6680 2024 HC 65-4279000 SCHLINGER/GERALD J & 
CHARMAIN A 

1400 19TH ST SE 
MANDAN 11,502 4,500 7,002 280.47 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  01/28/2025 
PREPARATION DATE:  01/23/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  ABATEMENT 6681 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  2024 MOBILE HOME HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6681. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 MOBILE HOME HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6681. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

6681 2024 HC 65-9990050 LEINIUS/NATHAN J & 
VIOLET 

1700 HAWK TRL SE 
MANDAN 7,031 3,516 3,515 281.02 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  01/28/2025 
PREPARATION DATE:  01/23/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  ABATEMENT 6682-6683 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  2025 MOBILE HOME HOMESTEAD CREDIT ABATEMENT 6682-6683. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2025 MOBILE HOME HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6682-6683. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

6682 2025 HC 65-9990029 OLSON/DUANE C & 
NOREEN 

1426 DEERFIELD RD 
SE MANDAN 6,334 3,167 3,167 280.47 

6683 2025 HC 65-2000052 ENGEL/RUDOLPH 100 3RD ST SW C52 
MANDAN 470 470 0 280.47 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  01/28/2025 
PREPARATION DATE:  01/23/2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  ABATEMENT 6684 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  CONSIDER ABATEMENT FOR FARM RESIDENCE EXEMPTION. THIS 
FARMER TURNED IN THEIR STATEMENT OF FARM GROSS INCOME ON 2/6/2024 WHICH WE 
HAVE ACCEPTED IN THE PAST AS A VALID APPLICATION, HOWEVER, IN THIS CASE WE DID 
NOT APPLY THE EXEMPTION ACCORDINGLY. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENT 6684 TO APPLY THE FARM 
RESIDENCE EXEMPTION DUE TO AN ERROR ON THE PART OF MORTON COUNTY STAFF. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

6684 2025 FARM RES 22-0043000 SMITH/JESSE & DEANNA 4996 HWY 6 
MANDAN 14,867 5,590 9,277 134.47 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  Tuesday January 28th , 2025 
PREPARATION DATE:  Wednesday January 22, 2025 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  Emergency Management 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR:  Patrick Martin 
PRESENTER: Patrick Martin 

SUBJECT: 
Declaration of Fire Emergency and 
Burn Restrictions 2025 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: At the request of rural Morton County Fire Chiefs, the Morton County Office of 
Emergency Management has drafted a Declaration of Fire Emergency and Burn Restrictions for the remainder 
of 2025.   

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: A large portion of Morton County continues to experience Moderate and 
Severe drought conditions. On January 14th , 2025 the local NWS office conducted a stakeholder meeting 
regarding the current and forecasted conditions. Data presented indicates Morton County has experienced a 
20%-25% departure from normal snowfall this winter season. This compounds the potential for continued 
�G�U�R�X�J�K�W���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���V�Q�R�Z���Z�D�W�H�U���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���L�Q���0�R�U�W�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���L�V���H�T�X�D�O���W�R���D���W�U�D�F�H���W�R�����´�� 
The Morton County Fire Chiefs feel it is prudent to enact a burn restriction based on the Rangeland Fire Index. 
If approved, the declaration would prohibit open burning when the Rangeland Fire Index is classified as High, 
Very High, Extreme, or Red Flag. The restriction would be in place for the calendar year 2025.  

 
ATTACHMENTS:     Declaration of Fire Emergency and Burn Restrictions. 
   Seasonal Snow So Far This Winter (NWS) 

Seasonal Outlook. (NWS p22,23) 
Soil Moisture (NWS) 
Current Snow-Water Equivalent (NWS) 

   North Dakota Drought Monitor  
 

FISCAL IM PACT:  None 
 

STAFF IMPACT: Minimal  
 
LEGAL REVIEW: None  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Do pass   
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: I move to approve the Declaration of Fire Emergency and Burn Restrictions for Morton 
County to prohibit open burning when the Rangeland Fire Index is in the High, Very High, Extreme, or Red Flag 
category effective immediately and through the calendar year 2025.  

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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