
MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
October 28, 2025 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on October 9, 2025 at 5:30 PM by 
Chairman Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.  
Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Buckley, Morrell and Tokach and Auditor Rhone.   Also 
present were States Attorney Koppy and Sheriff Kirchmeier.  
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve the agenda with a change.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
   
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2025 joint meeting with 
Burleigh County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2025 regular meeting.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Morrell seconded to approve bills and payroll.  On a roll call vote, all voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the request from Hebron Economic Development to 
reinstate the Hebron Renaissance Zone. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to table the funding request from Dakota Media Access and send 

the request to Auditor Rhone for review of the budget line item that would cover the request. All voting 

aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve policy 800-004 – Media Relations. Voting aye: 

Morrell, Zachmeier, Boehm, Tokach; voting nay: Buckley.  Motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve policy 600-004 – Cybersecurity.  All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve abatements #7155-7156.  All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

Tokach moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatements #7157-7161.  All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to accept the bid from Butler Machinery for the purchase of two 

Caterpillar Model 150AWD motor graders and wings at a total cost of $622,720 and authorize the 

ordering of the units for delivery after January 1, 2026.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Tokach moved and Buckley seconded to concur with the award of the NDDOT contract with Jensen 

Brothers Construction for two bridge replacements for $992,968.35 and to execute the resolution for 

return to the NDDOT.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to reconsider the motion from October 9th to approve the petition 

to vacate the south 40 feet of County Road 139, also known as Ash Avenue West, between 7th St N and 

8th St N in New Salem.  On a roll call vote, all voting aye, motion carried. 

Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to amend the motion from October 9th to approve the petition to 

vacate the south 0.34 acres of County Road 139, also known as Ash Avenue West, between 7th St N and 

8th St N in New Salem upon approval by the City of New Salem of a plot that incorporates the right of 

way into the existing lot owned by the petitioner with compensation from the petitioner to Morton 



County in the amount of $1,000 in compliance with Morton County Policy 700-004.  All voting aye, 

amendment carried. 

Vote on the motion as amended, all voting aye, motion carried. 

Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form subdivision known 

Stoltz Subdivision a zoning map amendment from Commercial to Residential, as the subdivision 

conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code and brings the 

zoning of the property into alignment with the current use of the property. All voting aye, motion 

carried. 

Commissioner Tokach recused himself from the next agenda item. 

Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to return the request from Minnesota Power for a special use 

permit for a wind energy conversion facility known as the Longspur Wind Project, on approximately 

26,000 acres in Sections 13, 14, 24,   T140N-R89W; Sections 1-4, 9-26, 28-33,and 36 T140N-R88W; 

Sections 1, 4 & 5, T139N-R88W; Sections 5-8, 17-20, 28-34, T140N-R87W; Sections 4-6, and 9 T139N-

R87W, Morton County-   to the Morton County Planning and Zoning Board to review this project in 

regards to Future Land Use Policy FLU 1.5, to review the objectives and policies listed in Goal #1 and 

Goal #2,  and to review Table 1 Zoning Compatibility Secondary compatible zoning districts all within the 

Morton County 2045 Comprehensive Plan, and review this project in regards to Section 5-180 of the 

Morton County Land Use Code.  The Morton County Planning and Zoning Board is also requested to 

review the Longspur Wind Project recommended conditions of:  

1) Wind project components may not be developed or installed on properties that lie within the 

Residential zoning district, even though such properties may lie within the proposed project boundary. 

2) The applicant must solicit letters of acknowledgement from all parties that hold major infrastructure 

easements within the project boundary. Letters should state any concerns or special considerations 

regarding impacts of the project on existing infrastructure. These letters should be submitted to the 

Zoning Administrator as soon as practicable and at least 90 days prior to the start of construction.  

3) All lighting shall be shielded to direct light toward the ground, unless otherwise required by another 

permitting authority.  

4) Prior to the start of construction, the applicant must develop and execute a road use agreement that 

meets the satisfaction of the Morton County Engineer.  On a roll call vote, voting aye: Zachmeier, 

Morrell, Boehm; voting nay: Buckley.  Motion carried. 

Commissioner Tokach returned to the Meeting.  

Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to adopt Land Use Code Amendment Section 5-400 Solar Energy 

Generation Facility.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Public Comment period as required by NDCC 44-04-20.1 was opened at 8:39PM  There was no public 

comments and comment period was closed at 8:39PM. 

The total of all county funds expended from October 10, 2025 through October 28, 2025 equals 
$2,010,148.48. 
  
A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular 
business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Buckley moved and Tokach seconded to adjourned the meeting at 8:41 PM. 



 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  


