
MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
January 28, 2025 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on January 28, 2025 
at 5:30 PM by Chair Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, 
Mandan, North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Buckley, Morrell 
and Tokach and Auditor Rhone.  Also present was States Attorney Koppy, Treasurer 
Hatzenbuhler and Sheriff Kirchmeier. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
   
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2025 
regular meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve bills and payroll.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve the list of financial institutions and 
depositories for 2025 as presented by Treasurer Hatzenbuhler.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve out of state travel for Treasurer 
Hatzenbuhler to attend the NACCTFO Conference in Philadelphia, PA on July 6-9, 2025.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve merging the department head position 
for the County Parks and County Weed Departments and to advertise the position 
internally with the 2 department budgets remaining separate and a hiring decision be 
made in time to accommodate Park Director Tim Nilsen’s retirement date.   
 
Tokach moved and Zachmeier seconded to amend the motion to advertise externally in 
addition to internal.  Voting aye: Tokach, Zachmeier, Morrell, Boehm; voting nay: Buckley.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Roll call vote on the amended motion, all voting aye, motion carried.  
 
Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatements #6674 - 6677.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatements #6678 - 6680.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatement #6681.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Tokach moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatements #6682 - 6683.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Tokach seconded to approve abatement #6684.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve the Declaration of Fire Emergency and  
Burn Restrictions for Morton County to prohibit open burning when the Rangeland Fire 



Index is in the high, very high, extreme or red flag category, effective immediately for the 
calendar year of 2025.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach recused himself from the next agenda item due to conflict of interest relating to the 
petition from Pale Horse Investments as he is related to one of the landowners.  
 
Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to deny the petition from Pale Horse Investments 
to open a road as access currently exists between the petitioner’s property and a public 
right-of-way either by description or platted access.  Roll call vote: Zachmeier, Morrell, 
Buckley, Boehm all voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tokach rejoined the meeting. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from January 10, 2024 through January 28, 2025 

equals $16,972,785.27.  

A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during 
regular business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to adjourn at 7:13PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  


