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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/26/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 12/17/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6643-6644 & 6646-6647 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  CONSIDER ABATEMENTS FOR THE PROPERTY AT 202 MAIN ST N 
FLASHER, ND. THESE ABATEMENTS WERE HEARD AT THE NOVEMBER 13, 2024 FLASHER 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING WHO RECOMMENDS DENIAL ON THESE ABATEMENTS. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND DENIAL OF ABATEMENTS 6643-6644 & 6646-6647 DUE TO FAILURE 
TO APPEAL AT THE FLASHER BOARD OF EQUALIZATION DURING THE YEAR OF THE ASSESSMENTS. 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO DENY AS PRESENTED 
  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6643 2022 REASSESS 62-0144000 BACHMEIER/JAMES & 

DIANE 
202 MAIN ST N 

FLASHER 6,745 0 6,745 317.13 

6644 2023 REASSESS 62-0144000 BACHMEIER/JAMES & 
DIANE 

202 MAIN ST N 
FLASHER 6,230 0 6,230 314.19 

6646 2022 REASSESS 62-0143000 BACHMEIER/JAMES & 
DIANE 

202 MAIN ST N 
FLASHER 2,590 0 2,590 317.13 

6647 2023 REASSESS 62-0143000 BACHMEIER/JAMES & 
DIANE 

202 MAIN ST N 
FLASHER 3,060 0 3,060 314.19 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



5 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/26/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 12/17/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6645 & 6648 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  CONSIDER ABATEMENTS FOR THE PROPERTY AT 202 MAIN ST N 
FLASHER, ND. AN ASSESSOR AND I PERFORMED AN INSPECTION OF THE PROPERTY ON 
OCTOBER 11, 2024. THESE ABATEMENTS WERE HEARD AT THE NOVEMBER 13, 2024, 
FLASHER CITY COUNCIL MEETING WHO RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THESE 
ABATEMENTS. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 6645 & 6648 FOR REASSESSMENT 
OF PROPERTY. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6645 2024 REASSESS 62-0144000 BACHMEIER/JAMES & 

DIANE 
202 MAIN ST N 

FLASHER 6,230 2,505 3,725 311.74 

6648 2024 REASSESS 62-0143000 BACHMEIER/JAMES & 
DIANE 

202 MAIN ST N 
FLASHER 3,060 715 2,345 611.74 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/26/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 12/17/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6656 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  THE PROPERTY WAS ASSESSED FOR THREE TOWER LAND WHEN 
THERE ARE ONLY TWO TOWERS ON THE PROPERTY. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENT 6656 TO REMOVE ASSESSMENT FOR 
EXTRA TOWER ASSESSED. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6656 2024 REASSESS 15-0087000 TOKACH/THERESA 1795 CO RD 136A 

ST. ANTHONY 7,140 1,250 5,890 199.18 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/26/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 12/17/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6657 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  2023 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 6657. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2023 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6657. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED  

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6657 2023 HC 65-0187000 BLOOM/PERRY 4120 CROWN POINT 

RD 12,213 9,000 3,213 278.06 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



22 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/26/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 12/17/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6658 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  2024 MOBILE HOME HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 6658. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 MOBILE HOME HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6658. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED  
 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6658 2024 HC 65-2000080 HETLEY/RICHARD 100 3RD ST SW E80 

MANDAN 199 199 0 281.02 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/26/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 12/17/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6660-6661 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  2023 & 2024 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 6660-6661. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2023 & 2024 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD 
ABATEMENT 6660-6661. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6660 2023 HC 65-4536000 BEYLUND/MARSHA K 1404 6TH AVE NW 

MANDAN 7,466 3,733 3,733 281.02 

6661 2024 HC 65-4536000 BEYLUND/MARSHA K 1404 6TH AVE NW 
MANDAN 7,992 3,996 3,996 280.47 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/26/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 12/17/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENT 6662-6663 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  THESE PARCELS WERE SEIZED BY MORTON COUNTY AND ARE 
THEREFORE EXEMPT. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 6662-6663 FOR EXEMPT PROPERTY. 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 

6662 2024 EXEMPT 64-0768000 MORTON COUNTY TAX 
PROPERTY 

LOT 1 OF LOT A OF 
SW 1/4 .27 ACRES 

HEBRON 
360 360 0 309.59 

6663 2024 EXEMPT 64-0769000 MORTON COUNTY TAX 
PROPERTY 

LOT 2 OF LOT A OF 
SW 1/4 .32 ACRE 

HEBRON 
415 415 0 309.59 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE: December 26, 2024
PREPARATION DATE: December 18, 2024
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Highway Department
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: John Saiki
PRESENTER: John Saiki

SUBJECT: 
Budget Review and Year End 
Equipment Purchases 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   Due to money remaining in the Highway Department Budget for 
2024, we would like to invest some of the remaining money in some 
needed equipment.   

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:          A majority of the available funds are due to the fuel prices being 

stable, reduced overtime last winter and so far, this winter. There 
are also some savings in projects where bids were lower than we 
projected in May of 2023 when the current budget was developed.   
The items to be purchased are either items that were removed from 
the proposed 2025 budget, the gravel trailers or the pickup which 
we were able to purchase only one, due to the higher cost.  We had 
hoped to buy two used pickups, but there weren’t any reasonably 
priced pickups at the time and we ended up purchasing a new one 
instead.  This left some additional money from not purchasing a 
second pickup truck.  We decided on gravel trailers since our fleet 
is aging.  Our oldest gravel trailers are 1998 models. In addition to 
being newer, these new trailers will have three axles rather than two 
so they will better distribute the weight than our existing trailers.  
We have added several pickups to our fleet over the last three years, 
but the majority of our pickups have between 250,000 and 300,000 
miles.  The new pickup will be assigned to the Road Superintendent 
and his moved down to the project manager, and his moved to the 
Flasher shop.  The Morton County Road Commission 
recommended approval of the purchases at the December 18th 
meeting.                              

             
ATTACHMENTS: Recap of the price quotes for the equipment 
 
 
 
 

Morton County Commission
Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW
Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414
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FISCAL IMPACT:                             $ 134,800.00 for two Cross County Manufacturing Gravel Trailers.  

$ 51,480.00 for the purchase of a 2024 Chevrolet Silverado Pickup 
Truck.  If the purchases are authorized today, all equipment can be 
delivered prior to the end of the year.   
 

STAFF IMPACT:             Minimal 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:   None 
 
RECOMMENDATION Recommend motion to authorize the Highway Department to make 

end of year equipment purchases.   
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Move to authorize the Highway Department to make end of year            

equipment purchases.  



Recap of Proposed Year End Purchases

Vendor
Gravel Trailers Pickup Truck

RDO Equipment           2024 models $134,800.00

All 2024 Models
Puklich Chevrolet $51,480.00

Eide Chevrolet (Chevrolet of Mandan) $56,985.00

Eide Ford $57,568.00

Schwann GMC $53,671.00





Morton County Water District Board Position – Resume’
Todd Norton
4120 41st Ave
New Salem, ND

December 2023 to Present: Morton County Water Resource District Board 
Member. 

March 2023 to Present:  AE2S-Part-time
Project Management of New Salem’s ongoing utility and street improvements projects.
Includes funding development, communications with City staff and administration, 
design, project coordination with subconsultants, and construction administration.

May 1997 to March 2023 AE2S
Began working as a CADD technician and surveyor and advanced to a Senior Project 
Manager. Worked on a variety of projects including rural water distribution, municipal 
water and sewer improvements, street and highway improvements, stormwater 
drainage projects, raw water intakes, water treatment, wastewater treatment, lift 
stations, and boundary surveys.

Most recently I have been concentrating on municipal engineering.

Registered as a Professional Land Surveyor.

Elm Crest Nursing Home
Served nine years on the Elm Crest Nursing Home Board of Directors in New Salem.

Farming
Currently farming a small acreage of cropland south and east of New Salem.

Reason for Applying
I have a desire to serve on the Morton County Water Resource District Board because I 
have an interest in developing and preserving the County’s water resources. After 
serving on the Board for almost one year to fulfill an unexpired term, I have found the 
topics discussed at the Board meetings very interesting and also have enjoyed working 
with the fellow members of the Board and the Missouri West Water System’s staff. With 
the appointment to the Board by the County Commission, I would be happy to do so in 
the future. 





Resume 

Bruce Engelhardt 

Retired P.E. 

3240 35th Street 

Mandan, ND 58554 

 

 

Director Southwest Water Authority 

 

Morton County Water  Resource District Board Member since 2019 

 

Dec 2010-June 2015 Director of Water Development, North Dakota State Water Commission 

Responsible for sovereign land, construction, and drain permits, cost share program, MR&I program, 

dam safety program, flood response, Devils Lake outlets, water resource investigations, construction, 

and maintenance, flood plain management, Southwest Pipeline Project, Northwest Area Water Supply 

Project, and coordinating with the Corps of Engineers on the operation of the Missouri River mainstem 

dams. 

 

May 1997-Dec 2010 Chief of Investigations Section, North Dakota State Water Commission 

Conducted preliminary engineering studies, provide flood response, constructed and operated the  West 

end Devils Lake outlet, monitored levels of Missouri River reservoirs, inflows and releases, worked 

closely with the Corps of Engineers on the Missouri River Mainstem Master Manual review.                 

 

October 1986-Dec 2010 Water Resource Engineer, North Dakota State Water Commission 

Conducted preliminary engineering studies including hydrologic and hydraulic studies, supported flood 

response including options for Devils Lake flooding, provided hydrologic and hydraulic expertise for 

the Missouri River Mainstem Master Manual review. 

 

Education:  Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Engineering from NDSU 
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  SHILA BLEND, PHD, MSN, RN-BC 
  

 
Phone: 701-426-4526   
Email: blendshila@gmail.com 
 
Personal Address: 
2326 County Road 136 
St. Anthony, ND, 58566 
              

ACADEMIC TRAINING 
 
December 2021  Doctor of Philosophy, Nursing, Health Care Systems    
 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 
 Aurora, Colorado 
 Concentration: Nursing, Health Systems 
 
December 2016 Master of Science, Nursing      
 University of Mary 
 Bismarck, North Dakota  

Concentration: Nursing Administration 
 
May 2009 Master of Science, Nursing 
 Medcenter One College of Nursing 
 Bismarck, North Dakota 

Concentration: Registered Nurse 
   

May 2007 Associate of Science & Associate of Arts  
 Bismarck State College 
 Bismarck North Dakota 
 

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE 
Exp.  12/2025  North Dakota Registered Nurse No. R34479 
Exp.  12/2027  ANCC Cardiac-Vascular Board-Certified Registered Nurse 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
Current: 
 
2019 – Present Health Information Technology Director 
 North Dakota Information Technology Department 
 Bismarck, ND 
 

Responsibilities:  Oversight of North Dakota Health Information Network, 
North Dakota’s health information exchange.  Oversight of staff including 
state staff and contracted resources.  Management of budget that has ranged 



2 | B l e n d  
 

from $4.5 to $13 million annually.  Implementation of statewide 
interoperable health information infrastructure consistent with emerging 
national standards and promoting interoperability of health information 
systems.  Strategic planning and identification of sustainable funding 
sources.  Collaboration with health partners across continuum of care as 
well as tribal partners.   

 
Former: 
 
2020– 2023 Subject Matter Expert 
 Rural Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Counts 
 North Dakota EMS Association 
 Bismarck, ND 
 

Responsibilities:  Assist in identifying rural North Dakota EMS agencies 
that will participate in this project.  Aid the Project Manager in development 
of the train-the-trainer Quality Improvement curriculum for EMS agencies.  
Lead or assist the education component of the Quality Improvement training 
sessions for EMS agencies.  Act as a mentor to EMS agencies that are 
chosen to participate in this project.   

 
2018-2023 Adjunct Faculty, Department of Graduate Nursing 
 University of Mary 
 Bismarck, ND 
 
 Responsibilities: Responsible for teaching and evaluating students in the 

online classroom format.  Courses instructed include: 
 NUR 551 Critique & Design of Nursing Research  
 NUR 590 Principles of Informatics in Health Care 
 NUR 594 Ethics and Informatics 
 
2020– 2021 Unified Command Deputy Chief of Staff  
 State of North Dakota COVID 19 Response 
 Bismarck, ND 
 

Responsibilities:  Supports the Unified Command Response in coordination 
of strategic efforts in North Dakota’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Assist with coordination and organization of Department of Health staff.  
Prepares and presents briefing materials and documents.  Communicate with 
staff and partners on response efforts to enable success. 
 

2018– 2019 Hospital Preparedness Director  
 North Dakota Department of Health 
 Bismarck, ND 
 



3 | B l e n d  
 

Responsibilities:   Coordinate planning and response activities with all 
North Dakota health and medical facilities and services.  Assess, develop, 
and implement facility, regional, and statewide response plans.  Facilitate 
partnerships with state, tribal and local hospitals, health care providers and 
first responders to develop comprehensive, risk-based, public health 
community and regional preparedness plans and protocols for response and 
recovery capabilities and mitigation measures. Grant writing, submission, 
and implementation. 
 

2014-2018 Stroke & Cardiac System Coordinator  
 North Dakota Department of Health  
 Bismarck, ND 
 

Responsibilities:  Management of the State Stroke System and the State 
Cardiac Systems.  Initiate, coordinate, and facilitate relationships among 
multiple disciplines and institutions participating in the Stroke and Cardiac 
Systems.  Assisted with evaluation of the statewide Stroke System and a 
multistate Cardiac System evaluation.  Responsible for oversight, analysis, 
and reporting of statewide stroke database and statewide cardiac database.   
Responsible for design and implementation of statewide designation and  
education regarding cardiac and stroke.  Developed Cardiac Ready 
Community program that promotes public awareness and preparation in the 
event of a sudden cardiac arrest.  Developed state level critical access 
hospital stroke designation. 
 

2009-2014 Registered Nurse 
 Sanford Health (formerly Medcenter One)  
 Bismarck, ND 
 

Responsibilities:  First ANCC Cardiac Vascular Board-Certified RN at 
Sanford Bismarck. Charge Nurse duties: Management of daily staffing 
needs, manage patient placement, rounds with doctors, and coordination of 
lab result disbursement.   Credentialed EPIC trainer: Teaching EPIC 
software to staff and technical support of staff at implementation.  Provide 
care to acute patients on telemetry floor, preparing patients for procedures, 
and postoperative care.  Assist in planning and implementing treatment 
programs, high quality care, and a variety of healthcare functions. 

 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 

 
2021  Bismarck Mandan Women’s Leadership Program graduate 
 
2019 Colleen Good Dissemination Grant 
 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 
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2019 Joanne Hess Nursing PhD Scholarship 
 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 
  
2019 College of Nursing PhD Alumni Scholarship 
 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 
 
 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
  

Price, C., Narloch, L., Fernandez, A., Nudell, N., Jacobson, K., Blend, S., Gibbens, B.,  
 Eblen, J., Walth, H., Myers, J., & Crowe, R.  (2022).  Defining a Suite of Performance 
 Measures for EMS in Rural Settings:  North Dakota Rural EMS Counts Project.  Poster
 presented at 2022 NASEMSO Conference. 
 

Dissertation-The Impact of Implementation of a Statewide Stroke System of Care.  
Presented at University of Colorado Denver Anschutz Medical Campus. 
 
Barnes, O., Pietrzak, J., Cook, M., Thorson, S., Hyder, S., & Shay, C.  (2019).  Barriers 
Experienced by Emergency Medical Service Providers When Responding, Assessing, 
and Transporting Stroke Patients in a Rural State: Findings from Mission: Lifeline 
North Dakota.  Poster presented at 2019 International Stroke Conference. 
Barnes, O., Pietrzak, J., Cook, M., Thorson, S., Hyder, S., & Shay, C.  (2019).  
Telemedicine Utilization Practices and Barriers to Use for Stroke Care in North Dakota 
Critical Access Hospitals.  Poster presented at 2019 International Stroke Conference. 

 Thorson, S., Jones, J., & Welton, J.  (2018).  Use of the Donabedian Quality of Care 
 Framework to examine stroke systems.  Poster presented at 2018 Western Institute of 
 Nursing Conference. 

Thorson, S., Sather, J., Cook, M., & Alexander, J.  (2017).  Interdisciplinary education 
and relationship building:  Improve communication and coordination in stroke care.  
Circulation:  Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes.  Poster presented at 2017 Quality 
of Care & Outcomes Research Conference. 
Graduate Group Capstone Project- Thorson, S., Block, D., Ohlson, W., Holliday, E., 
& Knox, K.  (2016).  Relational coordination for nurse residents:  Infusing the 
organization.  Unpublished master’s capstone, University of Mary, Bismarck, ND.  
Primary responsibility for literature review. 
Thorson, S., Hyder, S., Beattie, R., Engelhart, J., Halmrast, C., Arnold, S., & Herman, 
J.  (2015).  Abstract W P222:  Multidisciplinary public-private collaboration improves 
rural stroke care.  Stroke, 46.  Presented at 2014 International Stroke Conference.  
Primary author and presenter 
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PRESENTATIONS 

 
Blend, S. & Bledsoe, A. (2024).  A Tale of Two States:  Kentucky and North Dakota’s 
Triumph with State-Based HIEs.  Presented at 2024 Medicaid Enterprise Systems 
Conference 
 
Blend, S. (2023).  The Impact of Implementation of the ND Stroke Systems of Care.  
Presented at 2023 North Dakota Cardiac and Stroke Conference virtually. 

 
Blend, S. & Hieb, E. (2023). Utilizing Health Data: North Dakota Health Information 
Network. Presented at 2023 Dakota Conference on Rural and Public Health 

 
Blend, S., Tobin, T., Paykoc, C., Page, G., & Bonvino, N. (2022). The Last Frontier-
Public Health Data Modernization Across AK, ND, and TX.  Presented at Civitas 
Networks for Health 2022 Annual Conference 

 
Blend, S. & Mullins, P. (2022). “NDHIN & Health Tech Solutions-Leveraging a 
Vendor Partnership for Expansion. Presented on CIVITAS Webinar virtually. 

 
Blend, S., Hieb, E., & Schram, B. (2021). North Dakota Health Information Network 
Partnering with Public Health: Lessons Learned in a Pandemic.  Presented at 2021 
SHIEC Conference. 
 
Blend, S. (2021). North Dakota Health Information Network.  Presented at New 
Mexico Synchronys Conference.  
 
Blend, S. &Thorp, L. (2021). ND Health Information Network Overview and Clinical 
Portal Demo.  Given virtually on ND EMS Counts Town Hall 

 
Blend, S., & Hobson, C. (2020).  Creating a Comprehensive HIE. Presented at HIMSS 
Global Conference Sessions 2020 virtually. 

 
Blend, S. (2016). Is Your Community Cardiac Ready? Presented at Dakota Conference 
on Rural and Public Health. 

 
  
 

 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

 
Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing 
North Dakota EMS Association 
American Nurses Association 
North Dakota Nurses Association- (2024 President Elect) 
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North Dakota Rural Health Association 
American Heart Association 
Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society 
 

COMMITTEE INVOLVEMENT 
 
2024 North Dakota Digital Government Advisory Board 
 
January 2023- Present Federal Health Information Technology Advisory Committee 

(HITAC) 
 
2023    CMS Measure of Interoperability Working Group 
 
2021-Present   North Dakota Department of Health Public Health Systems  
    Modernization Executive Steering Committee-CIO Designee 
 
2021-Present   Sequoia Project Interoperability Matters Leadership Council  
 
2017-2019   North Dakota Brain Injury Advisory Council 









of Nonprofit Organizations Board. I am also a member of the Multigenerational Plan for Aging Lead Team, the Multi-

Partner Health Collaborative Steering Committee, and the Aging Driver Priority Emphasis Area team. 

 

REFERENCES 
Samantha McGrath 

Noxious Weeds Specialist, North Dakota Department of Agriculture 

samanthamcgrath@gmail.com 

Cell: 701.220.2399 

 

Jessie Pfaff 

Vice President, Independent Community Banks of North Dakota 

Jessie.kay.pfaff@gmail.com 

Work: 701.258.7121 

2   
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