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Executive Summary 

The Arrive 2050 Process  
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Executive Summary 

Arrive 2050 Goals 
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Executive Summary 

Public Engagement 
Public engagement is a key driver of Arrive 2050 and was ongoing 
throughout the plan’s development. Public engagement is critical to 
the transportation planning process. Public engagement activities 
held as a part of Arrive 2050 include: 

Arrive 2050  
Website 

 

 

Online Surveys 

 

   

Public  
Open Houses 

 

 

Arrive 2050 Steering 
Committee 

 

   

Stakeholder 
Meetings 

 

 

MPO TAC, MPO 
Policy Board, and 

NDDOT Management 
Committee Updates 

 
 

Public Open Houses 
A series of public open houses were held at various milestones 
during the development of Arrive 2050: 
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Executive Summary 

Baseline Transportation System Performance – Summary of Issues and Needs 

 
Safety Frequent crashes occur along the MPO’s higher-volume arterial roadway network; crashes resulting in 

serious injury have increased in the region. 

 

Traffic 
Operations 

AM and PM peak hour congestion today due to high numbers of road users, future growth expected to 
lead to additional congestion. 

 

Freight 
The presence of high freight-generating land uses in eastern and southern Bismarck highlights the need 
to provide efficient connections among freight destinations and the region’s highways and interstate 
system. 

 

Bicycle 
Pedestrian 
System 

The existing bicycle and pedestrian network provides a strong foundation for future expansion that can 
enhance system connectivity while providing increased access to community destinations. 

 

Transit  
Services 

Transit ridership saw a significant decline in 2020, and ridership has begun to trend toward pre-2020 
levels. Investment in transit-supportive improvements will encourage additional ridership in the future.  

 
Pavement 
Conditions 

Continued investment and management of the MPO’s pavement assets can address pavement 
deficiencies while preventing a decline in conditions that would result in deterioration beyond an 
acceptable level. 

 

Bridge 
Conditions 

Several bridges are in poor condition, while others exhibit functional deficiencies that impact their 
ability to support usage by all types of vehicles. Improving these structurally and functionally deficient 
bridges can prevent load restrictions and/or closures in the future.  

 

Cross-area 
Travel 

Cross-area travel and mobility has been identified as a significant issue, specifically north-south travel in 
Bismarck and east-west travel in Mandan. Barriers to continuous corridors and arterial access levels 
are some of the cross-area travel issues.  
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Executive Summary 

Growth and Performance of the Future Transportation 
System 
Based on anticipated growth trends for the MPO Area’s household 
and employment levels, overall future travel conditions through the 
year 2050 were analyzed. This analysis resulted in the evaluation of 
key transportation performance measures and anticipated future 
issues.  
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Resolution of Adoption 
For the 2025-2050 Bismarck-Mandan 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
 

Whereas, the U.S. Department of Transportation requires the development, approval, and maintenance of a 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan for the Bismarck-Mandan Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) as a 
condition of Federal transportation funding; and  
 
Whereas, the MPO has been designated by the Governor of North Dakota as the organization responsible for 
preparing and maintaining the Metropolitan Transportation Plan; and  

Whereas, the MPO after an extensive public and stakeholder involvement process and substantial consideration of 
technical, environmental, financial, and social factors has prepared the 2025-2050 Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan which is in compliance with Federal and State transportation planning guidance; and  

Whereas, Morton County staff has actively participated in Plan development and has had the opportunity to 
review the 2025-2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, and any comments received have been addressed within 
the Plan; and  

Whereas, all relevant State and Federal agencies have had the opportunity to review the Plan and any comments 
received have been addressed within the Plan; and  

Whereas, notice was published for a public hearing in accordance with the MPO Public Participation Plan, and the 
Morton County Planning Commission held a public hearing on the 2025-2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
and has approved it as a guide for their future planning and development policies, and has recommended it to the 
Morton County Commission; and  

Now Therefore be it Resolved, by the Morton County Commission that it adopts the 2025-2050 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan; and  

Be It Further Resolved, that Morton County staff is directed to implement the 2025-2050 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan.  

CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned representatives of Morton County certify that the forgoing is true and correct copy of a 
Resolution, adopted at a legally convened meeting of the Morton County Commission held on December 12, 2024. 

 

By:  ________________________________________ ____________________________________ 

 Nathan Boehm Date 
 Chairman Morton County Commission 
 

 

Attest:  _____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

  Dawn Rhone Date 
  Auditor, Morton County 
 



APPLICATION
for

COURT FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT GRANT FUNDS��
---------------------------------------------------

N.D.C.C. Section 27-05.2-10 authorizes grants from the Court Facilities Improvement and��
Maintenance Fund for county projects to improve or maintain court facilities.  The basic��
requirements are that the improvement or maintenance project must be a necessary improvement to��
court facilities or essential to remodel or maintain existing court facilities.  The applying county is��
required to provide local funding for the project in an amount at least equal to 25% of the 
project's��total cost.  This Application must be postmarked no later than December 31, 
20����, to be��considered in the current round of application reviews.

1. _________________________ County hereby applies for a grant from the Court Facilities
Improvement and Maintenance Fund.

2. Full  description of the improvement or maintenance project for which grant funds are
requested (attach additional sheets if necessary - include vendor estimates):
__________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________.
Note: Because the county has a federal statutory obligation to comply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, projects for ADA-related improvement or maintenance will not  be
considered.

3. Estimated total cost, including material, labor, and associated expenses, of the project:
_______.  Itemized cost (material, labor, other expenses): __________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

4. County local funding contribution (must be at least 25% of the project's total cost):
_________.  (Note: In-kind  contributions will not  be considered for purposes of satisfying
the 25% contribution requirement.  Depending on the nature of the project, the Advisory
Committee may require local funding in an amount greater than 25% of the project's total
cost).

5. Amount of grant request: _________________ (est. total cost minus 25% county funds).

____________________________________
Chairman, ______________ County Board of Commissioners



                                      Kyle L. Kirchmeier, Sheriff

 

December 6, 2024 

SUBJECT:     BACK THE BLUE GRANT APPROPRIATION 

TO:               Morton County Commission 

The 2023 North Dakota Legislature session appropriated $3.5 million for the Back 
the Blue grants for local law enforcement and correctional officers. Of that 
amount, $750,000 was for agencies with less than 10 officers. Based on those 
amounts, agencies with 10 or less officers as of June 1, 2023, received $2,885 per 
officer. Agencies with more than 10 officers as of June 1, 2023, received $1,419 
per officer.  

The funds were dedicated for Sheriffs to decide the best way to use the funding  
within their law enforcement agency.  The funds can be used for: 

�x law enforcement recruitment bonuses; 
�x law enforcement retention bonuses; and 
�x tuition payment for law enforcement trainees. 

The funds can be split between any of the uses and divided between law 
enforcement individuals in the way that best serves the agency. The funds are to 
be dispersed by March 21, 2025. 

I have dedicated the funding for the purpose of retention. I based the  
payout by all the current �^�Z���Œ�]�(�(�[�•���K�(�(�]�������u���u�����Œ�•�������•�������}�v���š���v�µ�Œ�������v�����Ç�����Œ�•���}�(��
�•���Œ�À�]�������š�}���š�Z�����^�Z���Œ�]�(�(�[�•���K�(�(�]�����X���/�����u���Œ���‹�µ���•�š�]�v�P���š�Z�����(�µ�v���•�����������‰�‰�Œ�}�‰�Œ�]���š���������•��
submitted. 
 
Sheriff Kyle L. Kirchmeier. 
 



[Type here] 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  December 12, 2024 
PREPARATION DATE:  December 5, 2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  Auditor 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR:  Dawn R Rhone 
PRESENTER:  
SUBJECT: 1% sales tax implementation 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:      
 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  
 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

FISCAL IM PACT:   
 

STAFF IMPACT:   
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION:  Move to authorize Auditor Rhone to notify the ND State Tax Commissioner 
to start collections of the $.01 sales tax which was approved by a majority of the qualified electors voting at the 
General Election held on November 5, 2024. 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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SUBJECT: ORDINANCE #2024-1 (SALES AND USE TAX FOR PUBLIC SAFETY) 
 
ADOPTION DATE:  April 1, 2025     
 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH AND REGULATE A COUNTY SALES 
AND USE TAX UNDER THE HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE COUNTY OF MORTON 

 
Definitions : All terms defined in Chapters 11-09.1, 57-39.2, 57-39.4, 57-39.5, 57-39.6 
and 57-40.2, of the North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.), including any future 
amendments, are adopted by reference.  All references to the NDCC include 
amendments adopted by the North Dakota Legislative Assembly. 
 
Collection and Administration:   Where not in conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance, the provisions of N.D.C.C. chapters 11-09.1, 57-39.2, 57-39.4, 57-39.5, 57-
39.6, and 57-40.2, and all administrative rules adopted by the Tax Commissioner, 
pertaining to the collection and administration of the retail sales, use, and gross receipts 
tax, including provisions for liability, refund, penalty, interest or credit, govern the 
administration by the North �'�D�N�R�W�D���2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���6�W�D�W�H���7�D�[���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�����K�H�U�H�L�Q�D�I�W�H�U���³�7�D�[��
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�´�����R�I���W�K�H���W�D�[�H�V���L�P�S�R�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�L�V���2�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H������ 
 
Sales Tax Imposed :  Subject to the provisions of N.D.C.C.  section 11-09.1-05, and 
except as otherwise provided, or the sales and use tax laws of the State of North Dakota, 
a tax of one percent (1%) is imposed upon the gross receipts of retailers from all sales at 
retail, including the leasing or renting of tangible personal property, within the corporate 
limits of the county of Morton, North Dakota. 
 
Use Tax Imposed :  Subject to the provisions of N.D.C.C. section 11-09.1-05, and except 
as otherwise provided, or the sales and use tax laws of the State of North Dakota, an 
excise tax is imposed upon the storage, use, or consumption within the corporate limits 
of the county of Morton, North Dakota of tangible personal property purchased at retail 
for storage, use, or consumption in this county, at the rate of one percent (1%) of the 
purchase price of the property.  An excise tax is imposed on the storage, use, or 
consumption within the corporate limits of the county of Morton, North Dakota of tangible 
personal property not originally purchased for storage, use or consumption in this county 
at the rate of one percent (1%) of the fair market value of the property at the time it was 
brought into this county. 
 
With respect to the purchase price of tangible personal property used by a contractor or 
subcontractor to fulfill a contract as defined in N.D.C.C. section 57-40.2-03.3, the tax 
imposed by this section applies only to bids submitted on or after the effective date of this 
Ordinance. 



 
Gross Receipts of Alcoholic Beverages:  Subject to the provisions of N.D.C.C. 
section 11-09.1-05, and except as otherwise provided, a gross receipts tax of one 
percent (1%) is imposed upon all gross receipts from the sale of alcoholic beverages 
within the county.  A person who receives alcoholic beverages for storage, use, or 
consumption in this county is subject to tax on storage, use, or consumption of those 
alcoholic beverages at the rate of one percent (1%). 
 
Gross Receipts of New Farm Machinery and New Farm Irrigation Equipment:  
Subject to the provisions of N.D.C.C. section 11-09.1-05, and except as otherwise 
provided, a gross receipts tax of one percent (1%) is imposed upon all gross receipts 
from the sale of new farm machinery and new farm irrigation equipment within the 
county.  A person who receives new farm machinery or new farm irrigation equipment 
for storage, use, or consumption in this county is subject to tax on storage, use, or 
consumption of that machinery and/or equipment at the rate of one percent(1%). 
 
Exemptions:   This Ordinance does not provide for any additional exemptions from 
imposition and computation of the county sales and use tax other than those provided 
by state law. 
  
Sales to contractors that are exempt pursuant to subsection 15 of N.D.C.C. § 57-39.2-
04 shall be exempt from any county sales tax, but contractors shall be subject to the 
county use tax on those items used within the county that would be taxed pursuant to 
N.D.C.C. § 57-40.2-03.3 on which the county sales tax has not previously been paid. 
 
 
 Maximum Tax Imposed : 
 
 Any patron or user paying a tax imposed by this Ordinance in excess of $25 
upon any single transaction of one or more items may obtain a credit or refund of the 
excess tax at the time of purchase directly from the vendor or request a refund of the 
excess tax payment by filing a request for refund upon the forms provided by the Tax 
Commissioner. 
 
Contract with Tax Commissioner:   The Morton County Auditor is hereby authorized to 
contract with the Tax Commissioner for administration and collection of taxes imposed 
by this Ordinance.  The County Auditor has all powers granted to the Tax Commissioner 
and in the absence of a valid contract with the Tax Commissioner or failure of the Tax 
Commissioner to perform the delegated duties, shall perform these duties in place of 
the Tax Commissioner. 
 
Dedication of Tax Proceeds : All revenue raised and collected under this Ordinance, 
less administrative expenses, shall be dedicated only to offset property taxes used for 
public safety department budgets within Morton County.  Revenues raised and collected 
from July 1 of the preceding year through June 30 of the current year shall be used 
towards the budgetary needs of the public safety departments for the following year.  



Specifically, revenues shall be used for the following departments in the following 
priority order: 

A. �0�R�U�W�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���%�X�U�O�H�L�J�K���0�R�W�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���'�H�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U�� 
B. Sheriff; and 
C. �6�W�D�W�H�¶�V���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�� 

 
Compensation :  County sales, use, and gross receipts tax permit holders are allowed 
to retain a portion of tax collected under this ordinance to help recover administrative 
expenses.  This compensation shall equal 3% percent of the county tax due; however, 
the deduction is limited to $83.33 per month or $250 per quarter.  A tax return must be 
filed and paid in full by the scheduled due date or the compensation will be disallowed 
and the tax obligation will be subject to penalty and interest. 
 
Effective Date:   This Ordinance shall take effect on April 1, 2025. 
 
 
 
        
Dawn R Rhone, Morton County Auditor 
 
 
 
 
        
Nathan Boehm, Chairman 
Morton County Commission 
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MORTON COUNTY WAR DEAD MONUMENT 

Attached is the summary of the 44 responses received from the survey supporting the public input of 
the Morton County War Dead Monument.  This summary is a compilation of all responses. On the last 
page, you will see a listing of people indicating their interest in serving on a committee to detail the 
suggested monument and support any fundraising needs.  Each of these people who have expressed an 
interest to serve were contacted and they confirmed their interest in serving on this potential 
committee.  The summary data has also been shared with Al Fitterer and Jake Axtmann- architects.   

  

Areas to be considered at the 12-12-2024 Morton County Commission Meeting: 

  

1.        To authorize the committee be established with the exact purpose of the committee and size of 
the committee be identified. 

a.        The committee is to work with the architect and flush out a suggested final design with detail and 
���Œ���Z�]�š�����š�[�• costs estimate, the final design will be presented to the commission for final consideration. 

b.       �d�Z�������}�u�u�]�š�š�������]�•���š�}�������À���o�}�‰�������(�µ�v���Œ���]�•�]�v�P���•�š�Œ���š���P�Ç���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����(�]�v���o�������•�]�P�v�������•�������}�v�����Œ���Z�]�š�����š�[�•�����}�•�š��
estimate. 

c.        Pending final authorization by the county commission, the committee would execute fundraising 
measures for the successful erection of the approved monument. 

d.       Pending final authorization by the county commission, the committee would work with the 
authorized architects to solicit bids for the final design and bring the recommendation to the 
commission for consideration prior to authorizing bid award. 

e.        The committee would work with the architect for the successful construction of the approved 
final design. 

f.         The committee would coordinate a final dedication of the monument. 

g.        The committee be assembled as a seven-person (citizen) committee.  Commissioner Morrel and 
Commissioner Zachmeier also be named to the committee.  Commissioner Morrel to be named 
chairman of the committee.  Bringing the committee to nine-persons. 

2.        To confirm the appointed members of the committee. 

a.       The rationale for the committee configuration is to focus on the seven (7) veterans; two of those 
veterans are also descendants of those enshrined on the existing monument. 

b.       The seven (7) veterans represent a broad representation of Morton County, of the branches of 
service, and of the veteran service organizations. 



3.        To authorize this committee to work with Al Fitterer Architect and AGL Architects to move 
forward on a proposed final design of a renewed monument for the Morton County War Dead. 

a.        Pending final design, it would still need to go through public input prior to being discussed by the 
commission for final consideration. 

Final consideration will, obviously, have to address costs and where funds are coming from �t a task for 
this committee. 

 

 

 

 



COUNTY PORTFOLIOS: 
 

 

Nathan Boehm �t Chairman      

�x Emergency Management 

�x Morton County Parks 

�x NDSU Extension Service 

�x States Attorney 

�x Morton County Fair 

�x State Fair 

�x Legislation 

 

Jackie Buckley �t Vice Chairman 

�x Roads and Bridges 

�x Morton County Planning and Zoning 

�x Three Rivers Human Service Zone 

�x Western Plains Public Health 

�x Morton/Mandan Public Library  

�x Lewis and Clark Development Council 

 

Andy Zachmeier 

�x Morton County Courthouse 

�x Morton County Water Resource District 

�x Lower Heart River Water Resource District 

�x Morton County Planning and Zoning 

�x City Planning and Zoning 

�x Bismarck Mandan Metro-Planning       

�x Morton County Policy Manual 

�x Morton County Public Information Office 

 

Ron Leingang/Paul Tokach 

�x Roads and Bridges 

�x Finance and Taxation - Tax Office 

�x Morton County Weed Board 

�x Personnel 

�x Morton County Superintendent of Schools 

�x Council on Aging 

 

 

 

 



 

Ray Morrell 

�x Sheriff      

�x Veteran Services 

�x Morton County Parks 

�x Cemeteries 

�x Morton County Historical Society 

�x Information Technology 

�x Community Action 

�x Council on Aging 

�x Mandan Progress Organization (MPO) 

�x Mandan Morton Community Fund 
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	undefined: $26,461 
	considered in the current round of application reviews: Morton
	requested 1: The grant request is for the replacement of a current AutoClear Electronic Imaging system that has been in place since spring 2018
	Note Because the county has a federal statutory obligation to comply with the Americans: A.I. is the option that would recognize threats by shape and therefore increase security.
	Itemized cost material labor other expenses 1: 
	Amount of grant request: 
	County local funding contribution must be at least 25 of the projects total cost: 6,615.25
	requested 6: is to increase accuracy and security for all of those individuals involved within the court system in Morton County.
	requested 2: There have been advancements in dectection with the Linux Operating System, Image Archiving, Smart Zoom
	requested 4: effectively. Also have maintenance concerns due to aging components and increased security needs requring
	est total cost minus 25 county funds: 19,845.75
	Chairman: 
	Itemized cost material labor other expenses 2: 
	Estimated total cost including material labor and associated expenses of the project: 
	requested 3: and explosive detection. Decrease in image quality due to wear and tear and inability to detect certain materials
	requested 5: advanced detection capabilities and maintain compliance with updated safety regulations. The intended function


