
 
 

   
Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda 

   
October 10, 2024 
Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 
210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    
5:30 PM      
  Call to order   
             The Pledge of Allegiance and the 4H Pledge by the MC 4H Archery Club 
             Roll Call   
             Approval of Agenda   
             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   
             Approve monthly bills and payroll �± Commissioner Boehm 
 
This meeting will also be available via the Go To Meeting platform via 
https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty or dial  +1 (669) 224-3412  
and use access code: 370-200-173  
 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173 

 
 

1. Morton County 4H Archery Club reporting on national trip 
 

2. Donald LaFleur/MC Tax Director 
�x Abatements for board consideration 

 
3. Nancy Seefeldt/MC Recorder 

�x Request Approval to Attend the National PRIA Symposium in San Antonio March 4th-6th 2025. 
 

4. Natalie Pierce/MC Planner 
�x Request from American Tower Corp and the estate of Eugene Howarth for a special use permit for a 

telecommunications tower on 200 acres in the SE¼ Section 22, Township 136N, Range 80W, Morton County. 
�x Request from John, Joyce, Kevin & Kristi Miller for the final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Miller 

Subdivision, and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential, on approximately 4 acres in the     
SE¼ Section 24, Township 135N, Range 84W, Morton County. 

�x Request from Anton & Cathy Leier for the final plat of a short-form subdivision known as Leier Subdivision, and a 
zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential, on approximately 3.74 acres in the NE¼ Section 34, 
Township 140N, Range 82W, Morton County. 
 

5. John Saiki/MC Engineer 
�x Request Approval to Attend the 39th Annual Local Roads Conference in Sioux Falls SD, October 21-23, 2024. 

 
6. Patrick Martin/MC Director of Emergency Management 

�x Approval of Declaration of Fire Emergency and Burn Restrictions 2024 
 

7. Tim Nilsen/MC Park Director 
�x Use of Picnic Shelter Policy 
�x Park Vendor Policy 

 
8. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 

�x Approval of Minimum Sale Price for Delinquent Tax Property 
 

9. Others 
�x Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority Government Partner Program - $30. 

 
 
*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty
tel:+16692243412,,370200173
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173


MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
September 24, 2024 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on September 24, 2024 
at 5:30 PM by Chair Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, 
North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Buckley, Leingang, Morrell and 
Auditor Rhone.  Also present was States Attorney Koppy and Sheriff Kirchmeier.  
 
Buckley moved and Morrell  seconded to approve the agenda as amended.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
   
Zachmeier moved and Leingang seconded to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2024, 
regular meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve bills.  On a roll call vote, Morrell, Leingang, 
Buckley, Zachmeier and Boehm voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Zachmeier seconded to approve abatement #6626.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatement #6627.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatement #6628.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell  moved and Leingang seconded to approve abatements #6629-6630.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Morrell  moved and Leingang seconded to approve abatement #6631.  On a roll call vote, voting aye: 
Leingang; voting nay: Morrell, Buckley, Zachmeier, Boehm.  Motion failed. 
 
Morrell  moved and Zachmeier seconded to deny abatement #6631.  On a roll call vote, all voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell  moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatements #6632-6634.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Morrell  moved and Leingang seconded to approve abatements #6635-6636.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve abatement #6637.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Morrell seconded to approve abatement #6638.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Boehm seconded to approve the Resolution of Necessity for Mantahni 
Subdivision, Project 2490, for construction of pavement, as over 60% of the property owners have 
signed the petitions per NDCC 11-11-55.1.  As required by NDCC 40-22-17, the public hearing will 
be held on November 14, 2024 at 6:00pm.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Chair Boehm opened the public hearing on the 2025 county budget at 6:01pm. 
Robert Fode addressed the commission with a question on his estimated statement. 
Chair Boehm closed the public hearing at 6:08pm. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley seconded to approve the 2024 tax levy of $14,056,624 and a total 2025 
budget of $34,917,727.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 
The total of all county funds expended from September 13, 2024, through September 24, 2024, 
equals $1,919,797.22. 

A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular 
�„�—�•�‹�•�‡�•�•���Š�‘�—�”�•���ƒ�–���–�Š�‡�����‘�”�–�‘�•�����‘�—�•�–�›�����—�†�‹�–�‘�”�ï�•�����ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡�ä 
 
Morrell  moved and Leingang moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:16 PM.   
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/10/2024 
PREPARATION DATE:  10/04/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  HOMESTEAD 6639 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  2023 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 6639 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2023 CITY OF MANDAN HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6639 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

6639 2023 HOMESTEAD 65-3539000 EMIL/GLENNDA 905 5TH AVE NW 
MANDAN 5,643 5,643 0 281.02 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/10/2024 
PREPARATION DATE:  10/04/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT:  REASSESS 6640 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  CONSIDER MORTON COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION APPEAL 
ABATEMENT FOR 4080 SUNNY PL S. AS A RESULT OF THIS APPEAL THREE SEPARATE LOTS 
WERE COMBINED INTO ONE LOT. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 REASSESSMENT AS A RESULT OF AN APPEAL 
AT THE MORTON COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION ABATEMENT 6640 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED  NEW MILL  

6640 2024 REASSESS 41-0202000 POOL/ALEXANDER A 4080 SUNNY PL S 
MANDAN 15,174 3,365 11,809 201.43 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  10/10/2024 
PREPARATION DATE:  10/08/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  Recorder 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR:  Nancy Seefeldt 
PRESENTER: Nancy Seefeldt 
SUBJECT: Out of State Travel 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  To attend the national PRIA symposium in San Antonio, TX March 4th-6th 2025 
 

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES:  PRIA stands for Property Records Industry Association, PRIA is the 
government and business working together to address issues of common concern in the world of property 
transactions.  Every session at this symposium relates to issues we have faced as recorders or will face in the 
near future. The vendors attend the classes just as the Recorders do and we work together to benefit both the 
recorder side and vendor side of our relationships.  This will be my 3rd year attending. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  Calendar showing dates of conference  

 
FISCAL IM PACT:  Approximately $2,000 (Hotel, Registration and Airfare), I did figure this into my budget 
for the 2025 year. 

 
STAFF IMPACT:  I will be gone for 1 week, office will resume with the two employees as it would any 
day I am out for meetings or vacation. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: None  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Approval of out of state travel for the week of March 4th, 2025 to San Antonio, TX.  for 
the PRIA National Winter Symposium. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Approval of out of state travel for the week of March 4th, 2025 to San Antonio, TX.  
for the PRIA National Winter Symposium. 
 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW
Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414



 

 

39th Annual  Local Road Conference  

October 21 – 23, 2024 

Denny Sanford Premier Center – Sioux Falls, SD 

Monday, October 21, 2024  

Time Event Location 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Kickoff – Vendor Sponsored Social and Exhibit Booth Visits Exhibit Hall 1 & 2 

 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Morning Moderator: Greg Vavra, SDLTAP - Ballroom A 
Morning Moderator: Heather Carlson, COLTAP Director– Meeting Space 8-10 

Time Event  Location  

6:30 am – 7:45 am Breakfast  (provided) Exhibit Hall 1 & 2 

8:00 am – 8:15 am Welcome - Mike Behm, Division of Eng/Planning, SDDOT 

Ballroom A 
8:15 am – 9:00 am 

Best Practices for Asphalt Construction/Inspection (NCAT) – Travis 
Walbeck 

9:00 am – 9:30 am Roadway Safety Funding Programs (NE FHWA Rusty Simerl) 

9:30 am – 10:00 am Innovation Champions – Noël Clocksin, Danielle Mathis-Lee,  
Paul Albritton 

10:00 am – 10:45 am Break Exhibit Hall 1 & 2 

 

Moderator- Denise Brown, NDLTAP – Ballroom A 

Time Breakout Sessions 

10:45 am – 11:45 am    
Gravel Materials and Stabilization – Greg Vavra, SDLTAP Ballroom A 

ADA Compliance 
  June Hansen – Mark Malone, SDDOT Meeting Space 8-10 

 

Time Event Location 

11:45 am – 1:00 pm Lunch (provided) Exhibit Hall 1 & 2 

 

Afternoon Moderator: Linda Grummert, NLTAP – Ballroom A 
Afternoon Moderator: Bryon Fuchs, NDLTAP – Meeting Space 8-10 

Time Event  Location  

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Mental Health – (Anna Woodford) 
Ballroom A 

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm Lifecycle Fleet Costs (Equipment Asset Management) – Joe Miller, 
Pennington County and (Name) City of Sioux Falls 

2:45 pm – 3:15 pm Break – Exhibit Booth Visits (Vendor meeting at 3:15 pm) Exhibit Hall 1 & 2 

  

  



 

 

Time Breakout Sessions 

3:15 pm – 3:45 pm 
Surface Selection Tool & Sign Inventory (GRIT) – Brad Wentz, 

NDSU-UGPTI Ballroom A 

Asset Management & Technology – Name, City of Sioux Falls Meeting Space 8-10 

3:45 pm – 4:30 pm 

Small Structure/Culvert Asset Management –Jacob Maras, 
Minnehaha County & Cole Ude, Ward County Panel 

Moderator - Linda Grummert, NLTAP 
Ballroom A 

Concrete repair and Maintenance –  
Jason Reaves South Dakota Concrete Association Meeting Space 8-10 

4:30 pm – 5:00 pm MUTCD – Run down of Basic Changes – Cliff Reuer, SDLTAP Ballroom A 

 

Time Event Location 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Vendor Sponsored Social and Exhibit Booth Visits Exhibit Hall 1 & 2 

 

Wednesday, October 23, 2024  

Morning Moderator: Mitch Doht, NLTAP - Ballroom A 
Morning Moderator: Andrew Wrucke, MN LTAP – Meeting Space 8-10 

Time Event  Location  

6:30 am – 7:45 am Breakfast (provided) Exhibit Hall 1 & 2 

 

Time Breakout Sessions 

8:00 am – 8:45 am 
Timber Bridge Rehab/Repair – Bryon Fuchs, NDLTAP Ballroom A 

Pavement maintenance & strategies for Municipalities - NCAT, Travis 
Walbeck 

Meeting Space 8-10 

8:45 am – 9:30 am 

Developing, purchasing and managing ROW  
 (LPA) Grace Demars, McKenzie County 

Lee Kaff, HDR Inc.   
Ballroom A 

Winter Maintenance –  Meeting Space 8-10 

 

Time Event Location 

9:30 am – 10:00 am Break – Final Exhibit Booth Visits Exhibit Hall 1 & 2 

 

Time Event  Location  

10:00 am – 10:30 am Successful Grant Writing – Chris Rolling, Olsson Associates 

Ballroom A 

10:30 am – 11:00 am Basic Sign Management – Doug Kinniburgh, SDDOT, LGA Office 

11:00 am – 11:45 am 
Department Management – Jamie Vavra-Smith, Barnes County, Terry 

Fluit, Lincoln County, & Pam Dingman, Lancaster County 
Moderator-Paul Albritton, Iowa LTAP 

11:45 am Conference Wrap Up & Discussion 

 
2025 Conference – Denny Sanford Premiere Center/Sioux Falls Convention Center 

October 20-22, 2025 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  Thursday October 10th  , 2024 
PREPARATION DATE:  Tuesday October 8th , 2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  Emergency Management 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR:  Patrick Martin 
PRESENTER: Patrick Martin 

SUBJECT: 
Declaration of Fire Emergency and 
Burn Restrictions 2024 

  

STATEMENT/PURPOSE: At the request of rural Morton County Fire Chiefs, the Morton County Office of 
Emergency Management has drafted a Declaration of Fire Emergency and Burn Restrictions for the remainder 
of 2024.   

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: Under normal conditions, Morton County follows the restrictions 
imposed by the daily Rangeland Fire Index. Under the daily Rangeland Fire Index open burning is prohibited 
when the dai�O�\���L�Q�G�H�[���L�V���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���³�+�L�J�K�´���R�U���D�E�R�Y�H������The National Weather Service and Wildland Fire subject 
matter experts have recently indicated nearly all of  Morton County is experiencing the onset of drought 
conditions. Forecasts also indicate above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation for the next two 
weeks.  

 
ATTACHMENTS:     Declaration of Fire Emergency and Burn Restrictions. 
   8-14 Day Outlook Forecast. 
   North Dakota Drought Monitor  

 
FISCAL IM PACT:  None 

 
STAFF IMPACT: Minimal  
 
LEGAL REVIEW: None  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Do pass   
 
SUGGESTED MOTION: I move to approve the Declaration of Fire Emergency and Burn Restrictions for Morton 
County as presented here. 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 



Morton County Courthouse • 210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan, ND 58554 

FIRE EMERGENCY AND BURN BAN 
October 10, 2024 

WHEREAS, the Morton County Board of Commissioners recognizes that current and forecasted dry 
weather conditions, combined with dry vegetation, creates a combustible formula for unnecessary fire loss and 
presents a risk for the citizens and property in Morton County, North Dakota; and 

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to regulate activities within Morton County which pose a potential hazard for 
such loss, should these weather conditions continue; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Mandan, Glen Ullin, and Hebron have city fire emergency and burn ordinances in 
place through an adopted fire code; and 

WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and property; and 

WHEREAS, the impact of fires could threaten the health, well-being, and safety of Morton County’s 
citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of response and inordinate equipment wear may be far in excess of available County 
resources.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Morton County Board of Commissioners declares a Fire 
Emergency and Burn Restriction effective immediately thru December 2024. 

THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF THIS BURN RESTRICTION IS A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR (NDCC 37-17.1-10.1:  
MAXIMUM SENTENCE OF 30 DAYS IN JAIL AND $1,500 FINE). 

DATED at Mandan, North Dakota this 10th day of October 2024. 

_______________________________ 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman 
Morton County Commission  

MORTON COUNTY
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

OFFICE �2�)���(�0�(�5�*�(�1�&�<�0�$�1�$�*�( �0�(�1�7 

701.667.3290 �������� 

 
patrick.martin@mortonnd.org 

Patrick Martin, Director 

What’s Included No Open Burning: Includes campfires, controlled burns (i.e. wood piles, tumbleweeds, tree 
piles, etc.), cropland/agricultural burning, outdoor fireplaces and chimineas, fireworks arial, fireworks ground, 
garbage/pit burning, charcoal grills/smokers, wood fire grills/smokers, smoking, and outdoor welding/hot work. 

What’s Excluded 
Controlled Devices: Only when device(s) (gas grills, gas patio fireplaces and chimineas, gas camp stoves, is/are on 
a hard, non-organic surface and 15’ away from vegetation and an extinguisher or water source is readily 
available on site. 
 







 

 

1000-001 �t Use of Picnic Shelters  

Adopted -  
Revised -                                                                    DRAFT 
Legal Reference -   

 
Purpose 
Morton County Parks Department coordinates and issues permits for the use of picnic shelters managed 
by the County. The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines to promote orderly and effective use 
and enjoyment of County picnic shelters and parks. 
 
General Policy 
The intended use of the picnic shelters is to conduct events for all individuals and groups permitted to 
use these spaces as authorized by this policy. We ask that you assist us in our commitment to provide 
safe and clean park sites by observing the following guidelines policies, which will ensure that your 
experience is enjoyable. 
 
This policy is applicable to the picnic shelters located at Graner Park, Harmon Lake, Breien Park, Fish 
Creek, Sweet Briar, Crown Butte as well as the immediate grounds surrounding these facilities, including 
parking. 
 
Commercial Use of Picnic Shelter  
Morton County has six picnic shelters for commercial use that can be reserved between 7:00 a.m. and 
8:00 p.m. any day. To reserve a shelter, contact the Morton County Parks Office - 701-667-3363, or go to 
the Morton County Parks office during regular business hours from 8:00 am �t 4:00 pm. Morton County 
Courthouse: 210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND 58554   

Fees 
�¾ Shelters are reserved for full day only. Picnic shelter rental fees are $20 per day. All shelters are 

equipped with picnic tables only. Electricity is not available at all shelters. 
�¾ In the event a renter does not adhere to this policy, or it is found that they did not properly clean or 

there was damage to the facility, the applicant will be responsible for any costs incurred by the 
County and may be banned from using County facilities in the future. 

Cancellation Policy 
If the user cancels the event due to inclement weather or for some other reason, the permit holder 
should contact the Parks Director.  The application fee is non-refundable regardless of the reason for 



cancellation or date cancelled.  The Parks Director is authorized to refuse or cancel any use of the picnic 
shelters which in their opinion is not in the best interest of the public or the County. 

Picnic Shelter Rules and Regulations 
1. Reservation changes from one park to another park are not permitted. 
2. Consumption of alcohol is permitted. Glass containers are prohibited. Users will comply with all 

applicable local, state, and federal liquor laws. Please drink responsibly and be aware that Morton 
County Parks maintains a family-friendly atmosphere.  

3. All animals must be kept on leashes at all times. Please clean up after your pets. 
4. ���u�‰�o�]�(�]�������u�µ�•�]���U���o�]�À���������v���•�����v�������:�[�•���u�µ�•�š�����������‰�‰�Œ�}�À�������]�v�������À���v�����X 
5. Must get Parks Director approval for any inflatables.  
6. Vehicles must park in designated parking areas; Vehicles are not allowed on the grass, sidewalk, etc. 
7. Registered permit vendors are the only vendors that will be allowed. 
8. Fireworks are prohibited at all times. 
9. Fires are restricted to grills and designated fire pits. 
10. All picnic shelters are handicapped accessible. 
11. Users are responsible for leaving the picnic shelter and surrounding areas in a clean and orderly 

condition. If you have taped or stapled decorations to the shelter please remove and dispose of 
these items. Trash must be properly disposed of in provided receptacles. 

12. Morton County is not responsible for any theft or damage to personal equipment and belongings at 
any County facility. Do not leave equipment, personal items, picnic supplies, etc. unattended. 

13. Report vandalism, service concerns, to Morton County Parks Director. 

Picnic Shelters 
The following picnic shelters can be reserved: 

�¾ Graner Park - Highway 1806 - Approximately 19 miles southeast of Mandan, 3/4 mile north on 
Graner Park Road.  The Park features 75 electrical camping sites, primitive camping, three children's 
playgrounds, and direct access to the Missouri River boat ramp and dock-courtesy dock. Experience 
the great outdoors with the amenities of three large group picnic shelters, paved access, five vault 
toilets, and potable water available on site.  Two camper dump stations, storm shelter, and a 
campground host. 
 

�¾ Harmon Lake - Highway 1806 and County Road 140, approximately 8 miles north of Mandan. Park 
features a storm shelter available on site, paved access, one large group picnic shelter, four average 
group picnic shelters, three vault toilets, campground host, 43 electrical camping sites, primitive 
camping, potable water, camper dumping station, public boat ramp with dock, kayak launching 
dock, floating fishing pier, two children's playgrounds, 19.2-mile mountain biking and hiking trail, 
swimming area with sandy beach. 

 
�¾ Breien Park - Highway 6 - Approximately 33 miles south of Mandan.  The Park features one large 

group picnic shelter, vault toilet, and primitive camping. 
 

�¾ Fish Creek Dam - I-94, Exit 134 - eight miles South, two miles East, one mile south.  The Park features 
four average group picnic shelters, primitive camping, public boat ramp with dock, floating fishing 



pier, two foot-bridges, two vault toilets, largemouth and smallmouth bass, rainbow and brown trout 
and crappie fishing. 

 
�¾ Sweet Briar Lake - I-94, Exit 134 �t The Park features one large group picnic shelter, five average 

group picnic shelters, six vault toilets, primitive camping, potable water, two boat ramps with docks, 
one floating fishing pier, earthen fishing pier, walleye, pike, perch, bluegill, crappie and largemouth 
bass. 

 
�¾ Crown Butte Dam - I -94, Exit 147- Approximately four miles West of Mandan. The Park features one 

average group picnic shelter, primitive camping, potable water, public boat ramp with dock, floating 
fishing pier, two vault toilets, bass and bluegill fishing. 



 

 

1000-002 �t Park Vendor Policy 

Adopted - 
Revised -                                                                   DRAFT 
Legal Reference -   

 
Purpose 
The objective of permitting concession privileges in parks is to provide the public with access to products 
and services while providing regulations and procedures for vendor trucks / carts / trailers in Morton 
County managed parks. These guidelines will be used to determine the specific parks where concessions 
will be permitted and the types of concessions allowed.   

General Policy 
It is the policy of Morton County that all requests for placement of vendor trucks / carts / delivery 
services in Morton County managed parks and property shall be made in writing to the Morton County 
Parks Director who will determine the products or services offered will provide an enhancement to the 
park and the community and shall be authorized to approve or reject any and all requests based on the 
procedures outlined below.  

This policy shall not repeal or amend any relevant provisions of any ordinance that may be in conflict 
with this policy. 

APPLICATION SUBMISSION PROCESS 
Concessionaire agrees that operations conducted pursuant to the permit will not be commenced until 
after all applicable requirements have been met, including but not limited to:   

1. Complete an application form available online at https://www.mortonnd.org/parks, or at the Parks 
Office - Morton County Courthouse: 210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND 58554   701-667-3363. 

2. All applications will be reviewed by the Parks Director within five business days.  

3. No vending is permitted until the application is fully executed. Once an application is approved and 
all requirements are met, a permit will be executed, which may take up to 10 business days to 
complete. 

4. Vendors requesting electricity must submit their request five business days prior to requested date 
of vending.   A $20 per day fee must be collected at the same time of application.  

 

 

https://www.mortonnd.org/parks


GENERAL CONCESSION REQUIREMENTS  

Liability Insurance  
The Concessionaire is required to maintain liability insurance as specified by Morton County Parks (MCP) 
in the following paragraphs:  

1. The Concessionaire shall maintain public liability, products liability, and property damage insurance 
that protects the Concessionaire ���v�����š�Z�������}�µ�v�š�Ç���W���Œ�l�•���(�Œ�}�u�����v�Ç���}�(���š�Z�������}�v�����•�•�]�}�v���]�Œ���[�•���}�‰���Œ���š�]�}�v�•��
under this Agreement.  

2.  Proof of insurance shall be provided with coverage in an amount not less than $1,000,000 for 
personal injury to each person; $1,000,000 for each occurrence involving property damages; or a 
single limit policy of not less than $1,000,000 covering all claims per occurrence and identifying MCP 
as additional insured.  

3.  Failure to maintain liability insurance shall be cause for immediate termination of this Agreement by 
the County Parks. 

4.  The Concessionaire shall hold harmless, defend, and indemnify Morton County against all claims, 
demands, actions, liabilities and suits (including all attorney fees and costs) arising from the 
���}�v�����•�•�]�}�v���]�Œ���[�•�X��  

Independent Contractor Status  
�x The Concessionaire and its employees will not be acting MCP employees. 
�x The Concessionaire is engaged as an independent contractor and will be responsible for any federal, 

�•�š���š���U�����v�����o�}�����o���š���Æ���•�����v�����(�����•�����‰�‰�o�]�������o�����š�}�����}�v�����•�•�]�}�v���]�Œ���[�•�������š�]�À�]�š�]���•. 
 
Fire Bureau Inspection and Permit  
All concession units using a propane appliance-fuel system are required to obtain the appropriate 
permit before use under the terms of the concession permit.  

Licenses, Permits and Compliance with Laws and Regulations 
The Concessionaire shall obtain all necessary licenses and permits to operate such concession and shall 
comply with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations applicable to such operation. 
Concessionaire must have a current Business License, and other applicable licenses such as a health 
department permit. 

APPROVED CONCESSION PRODUCTS AND SERVICES  
All concessions are subject to Morton County Municipal Code and are subject to control and conditions 
of operation as set forth by Morton County Parks. Pre-approved concession products and services may 
include, but are not limited to:  

�¾ Food and non-alcoholic beverages only for immediate consumption by a licensed vendor. 

When choosing which item or service to sell, keep in mind that consideration for approval will be based 
on the following criteria.  All items to be sold shall:  

1. Be vended from a regulation size vending cart /truck/trailer 
2. Not cause congestion or blocking of pedestrian traffic or roadway.  
3. Involve a short transaction period to complete the sale.  
4. Not cause undue noise or offensive odors.  



5. Be easily carried by pedestrians. 
6. Not harm or encumber park structures, vegetation or permitted programs, activities or events. If the 

item or service does not conform, it shall be listed as prohibited for sale in parks. 
7. Caterers are exempt unless they sell to the public.  
 
CONCESSION VENDING APPARATUS AND FACILITIES  
The following are the approved concession apparatus that are allowed. 

 
Push Carts - A wheeled cart capable of being moved by one or two operators by hand. Push Carts 
must be approved by Parks Director at time of permitting. 

a.  Limited in size to no more than 6 feet in length, 4 feet in width, and 5 feet in height exclusive of 
canopy or umbrella.  
b.  Carts must be removed by end of event and not to exceed 10 days.  
c.   The vendor is permitted to vend during park hours of operation.  
d.  Carts approved under a mobile concession permit are subject to availability.  
e.  Carts must be self-contained. 
f.   Carts designated parking will be determined by the Parks Director. 
 
 
 
Trailers �t A non-motorized vehicle licensed for towing on streets and highways must be approved by 
Parks Director at time of permitting.  

a.  Placement of trailers may be limited in some parks due to the lack of vehicle access.  
b.  Trailers approved for these specific locations may be required to be placed without the use of a 
vehicle.  
c.  Trailers must be removed by end of event and not to exceed 10 days. 
d.  Trailers must be approved by the Parks Director. The vendor is permitted to vend during park 
hours of operation. 
e. Trailers must be self-contained. 
f.  Trailers designated parking will be determined by the Parks Director. 
 
 
 
Motorized Mobile Vending - A motorized vehicle such as a truck, van, or mobile home licensed for 
use on streets and highways that is equipped for preparing and vending foods, or for vending 
approved items or services.  

a.  Trailers must be approved by the Parks Director.  
b.  The vendor is permitted to vend during park hours of operation. 
c.  Concessions must be removed by end of event and not to exceed 10 days.  
d.  Concessions designated parking will be determined by the Parks Director. 
e.  Concessions must be self-contained. 

  
 
 

 



GENERAL CONDITIONS OF USE  

1. Each Park may have multiple concession sites within the park. Each concession site within each park 
may have specific limitations unique to its location.  

2. Vendor trucks / carts / trailers may only park in the location on a temporary basis. All vehicles and 
equipment related to the vending operation must be removed by end of event and not to exceed 10 
days. The business of park vending shall be conducted between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

3. Any persons operating vending trucks who violate all or any of the provisions of this policy shall 
immediately be required to vacate the premises at the direction of the Morton County Parks 
Director.  Any person who desires to appeal the decision made by the Morton County Parks Director 
shall do so in writing to the Morton County Park Board. The individual shall be summoned to attend 
the next regular meeting and the individual shall be given the opportunity to plead their case with 
the Park Board. The Park Board shall make the final decision of the appeal. Failure to attend the 
meeting may result in automatic rejection of the request. 

4. Concessionaires shall dispense all beverages and liquids in cans or paper/plastic cups. No glass 
bottles or containers shall be served to customers in the park. 

5. Concessionaire accepts full and complete responsibility for any and all loss of or damage to any item 
�}�(�����}�v�����•�•�]�}�v���]�Œ���[�•���‰�Œ�}�‰���Œ�š�Ç���(�Œ�}�u�����v�Ç�������µ�•�����Á�Z���š�•�}���À���Œ�����v�������Æ�‰�Œ���•�•�o�Ç���Œ���o�����•���• Morton County 
Parks from any liability therefore.  

6. The Concession permit provided may not be assigned or transferred. Failure to comply with this 
provision will result in termination of the permit. 

7. Concessionaire shall collect all litter and garbage generated in the operation of the business at the 
end of each business day and remove from the park. In addition, vendors shall retrieve any 
containers, food or litter that may be carried away and left on the park grounds. Vendors may not 
put refuse from the operation of their business in or beside any public trash container. 

8. The Concessionaire is confined to the areas specified in its permit.  Such areas may vary from time 
to time and may be extended or restricted. A park vending permit does not grant exclusive use of 
the area assigned. 

9. Morton County Parks shall be under no obligation to furnish shelter, utilities, equipment, furniture, 
or fixtures. 

10. Generators may be used in the vending operation with approval from the Parks Director. 
11. The Concessionaire shall not place any signage in the park (except which is directly affixed to the 

vending unit) without the Parks Director approval. 

12. �/�u�‰�Œ�}�À���u���v�š�•���š�}���š�Z�����‰���Œ�l���o�}�����š�]�}�v���(�}�Œ���š�Z�������}�v�����•�•�]�}�v���]�Œ���[�•�������v���(�]�š���•�Z���o�o���v�}�š���������u������.  

13. Park vendors shall not block the passage of the public through a public area or interfere with access 
to ramps or other conveniences for individuals.  

14. Concessionaire shall not sell or distribute alcoholic beverages and tobacco products under the 
privileges provided herein.  

15. Concessionaires shall eliminate any unsafe condition or public hazard resulting from or associated 
with Concessiona�]�Œ���[�•�������š�]�À�]�š�]���•���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š�������o���Ç�����•�����]�Œ�����š���������Ç��the Parks Director. Each vending unit 
shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition. 

16. Concessionaires shall be responsible for cost of repair or replacement for any damage to park 
property from Concessiona�]�Œ���[�•�������š�]�À�]�š�]���•�X�� 

17. The Concessionaire shall abide by all park rules and regulations.  



PERMIT REVOCATION 
The Morton County Parks (MCP) reserves the right to revoke or suspend a vending permit or may deny 
the renewal of said permit if it finds any of the following:  

1.  Any required permit, license, or insurance has been suspended, revoked or canceled. 
2.  The Permittee has violated or failed to meet any of the provisions of the Morton County Municipal 

Code. 
3. In cases where excessive (as determined by the Parks Department) litter, grease, and/or other 

debris results from the vending activity. 
4.  If the vendor become involved in misconduct, misbehavior, and/or illegal activity. 
5. Vendor must provide description of unit before being provided a permit.  

 
RIGHTS RESERVED  
1. The MCP reserves the right to reject any and/or all applications, in whole or in part.  
2. MCP reserves the right to limit the number of vendors allowed in any one park and the total number 

of permits issued in any one year. The MCP further reserves the right to limit the vending unit size 
based on park aesthetics and available vending space in each park. 

3. Should the Concessionaire fail to comply with any of the requirements or conditions of the permit, 
the MCP reserves the right to immediately suspend or terminate the permit. 

4. Park Director reserves the right to determine the exact location within each park where the 
Concessionaire may conduct operations under the terms of the concession permit.  

5. MCP may terminate a concession permit for any reason deemed appropriate in its sole discretion.  
6. MCP reserves the right to exclude the Concessionaire from a permitted location for any reason.  
7. MCP reserves the right to add or withdraw park locations from the list of approved locations 

without notice.  



Parcel# Name Property Address Sec Twp Rng Subdivision Lot Block Legal Description Acres
2021, 2022 & 

2023 Est 2024 Taxes
Est Special 

Assmt
10% on 2024 
Tax & Spec Land Value Bldg Value Total

65-4856000 BECHER/CLEMENTINE 507 8TH AVE SW MANDAN Mandan Land & Improvement Co's South Side 20 Lots 13, 14 & 15 8,038.64$         1502 910 241                30,000.00        98,200.00        10,700.00$      

15-0013100 DRAGSWOLF/KENNY M 5385 HWY 1806 MANDAN 2 136 80 Lot A of Gov Lot 1 In NE1/4 1.7 19,080.23$       6235 0 624                60,000.00        591,300.00      25,950.00$      
20-0020100 DRAGSWOLF/KENNY M 31 137 79 Lot A of SE1/4 1.4 61.11$              3 0 0                    300.00             75.00$             

20-0022100 DRAGSWOLF/KENNY M 31 137 79 Lot C of SE1/4 0.5 58.48$              3 0 0                    300.00             75.00$             

64-0496000 FISCHER/GEORGE 505 ELK ST S HEBRON Gallagher's 1st Addition 2 Lots 3-4 2,378.94$         217 435 65                  4,700.00          12,700.00        3,100.00$        
66-0008000 HPMC SOLUTIONS LLC 311 3RD ST N NEW SALEM New Salem Proper 1 N 10' Lot 10 & Lot 11 8,716.53$         597 1425 202                19,200.00        33,500.00        10,950.00$      
65-6109150 MCGUIRE/DONALD M 2908 JUDE LN NW MANDAN Big Sky Estates 3rd Addition Replat 1 2 13,023.58$       354 2929 328                25,400.00        16,350.00$      
65-6109200 MCGUIRE/DONALD M 2900 JUDE LN NW MANDAN Big Sky Estates 3rd Addition Replat 2 2 12,885.38$       309 3012 332                22,200.00        16,550.00$      
65-4310000 MCGUIRE/DONALD M & TONDI 1908 RIVER DR NE MANDAN Riverbend 2nd 5 2 40,695.02$       11996 115 1,211             200,000.00      710,900.00      50,025.00$      
64-0153000 MOREL/RAY F  (HC) 128 ELM ST N HEBRON Hebron Proper 12 44 1,140.18$         0 295 30                  6,700.00          50,500.00        1,475.00$        
65-0851000 PLEETS/LOIS 304 10TH AVE NW MANDAN Don's 7 3 7,567.13$         2196 0 220                35,000.00        145,100.00      10,000.00$      
64-0247000 UNDERDAHL/JOHN T 120 BUFFALO ST S HEBRON Hebron Proper 20 60 2,819.47$         1235 0 124                6,300.00          87,700.00        4,200.00$        

Notice of Annual Tax Sale

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the following real estate has been forfeited to the County of Morton, State of ND, for delinquent taxes; that said County has taken tax deed to such property and will offer for sale at public auction to be held in the Commission Room at the County Courthouse in said County on Tuesday November 19, 2024 
beginning at 10:00 am ACCORDING TO NDCC 57-28-19, some Cities have the first option to purchase property; therefore, some parcels may not be listed at sale time. EACH PARCEL of real estate will be offered separtely and sold to the highest bidder thereof, but not for a sum less than the minimum sale price. The purchaser will be required to 
pay cash for all parcels of real estate sold plus $20 .00 filing fee with the County Recorder.  The sale will continue from day to day until complete. REAL PROPERTY, FIXTURES AND STRUCTURES ARE WITHOUT WARRANTY OR REPRESENTATION
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About the FRA Long -Distance Service Study

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) of  2021 requires the FRA to 
conduct a study to evaluate the restoration of  daily intercity rail passenger service 
along �³
�ƒany Amtrak Long-Distance routes that were discontinued; and
�ƒany Amtrak Long-Distance routes that occur on a nondaily basis.
�ƒFRA may also evaluate potential new Amtrak Long-Distance routes, including 

with specific attention provided to routes in service as of  April 1971 but not 
continued by Amtrak.

11



Existing Network

15

Data provided by Amtrak, 2024



Federal Funding Program Overview: BIL Advance Appropriations
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$66Bin total 
funding

From FY22-FY26

[  A DVA N C E  A P P RO P R I AT I O N S  ]

Amtrak Consolidated Rail 
Infrastructure and 

Safety Improvements 
(CRISI)

Railroad Crossing 
Elimination (RCE)

Federal-State 
Partnership (FSP) for 

Intercity Passenger Rail

$22B
[ ADVANCE APPROPRIATIONS ]

$5B
[ ADVANCE APPROPRIATIONS ]

$3B
[ ADVANCE APPROPRIATIONS ]

$36B
[ ADVANCE APPROPRIATIONS ]

Restoration & 
Enhancement

$250M
[ ADVANCE APPROPRIATIONS ]

Advance appropriations for National 
Network primarily focused on 

upgrading or replacing existing 
assets, including equipment and ADA.



Corridor Identification and Development Program Overview

28

Bring world-class 
passenger rail 

service to regions 
across the country

Build the 
foundation for a 

long-term rail 
program

Grow a safer, cleaner, 
more equitable rail 
system

Corridor ID creates a foundational framework for identifying and 
developing new or improved intercity passenger rail (IPR) 
services. Under the program, FRA will: 

Solicit proposals for 
implementing new or 
improving existing IPR 

services 

Select corridors for 
development

Partner with corridor 
sponsor to prepare (or 

update) a Service 
Development Plan 

(SDP) 

SDP includes a 
� �̂��}�Œ�Œ�]���}�Œ���‰�Œ�}�i�����š��

�]�v�À���v�š�}�Œ�Ç�_

Corridor project 
inventories populate a 
�‰�Œ�]�}�Œ�]�š�]�Ì�������^�‰�]�‰���o�]�v���_���}�(��

projects

Projects in the Corridor 
ID Pipeline are eligible 
�(�}�Œ���(�µ�v���]�v�P���µ�v�����Œ���&�Z���[�•��

financial assistance 
programs



Nexus between the Long -Distance Service Study and Corridor ID Program

29

�ƒCorridor ID eligibility includes both short-distance (less than 750 miles) 
services, along with increasing the frequency of  long-distance service, and 
restoring service over any route formerly operated by Amtrak.

�ƒLong-distance service corridors selected into Corridor ID include:
o Daily Cardinal Service (Amtrak) �² Increase service frequency of  a long-distance route
o Daily Sunset Limited Service (Amtrak) �² Increase service frequency of  a long-distance route
o North Coast Hiawatha (Big Sky Passenger Rail Authority) - Restoration of  service over all or 

portions of  an intercity passenger rail route formerly operated by Amtrak



Preferred Routes

180

Corridor ID Program
Initial Program Selections to Support 

Project Development Activities

�ƒ Seattle - Chicago 
(North Coast Hiawatha)

�ƒ Daily Cardinal
�ƒ Daily Sunset Limited

Additional Preferred Routes
Next steps: Initiate Project Planning

�ƒ Houston - New York
�ƒ Chicago - Miami
�ƒ Dallas/Fort Worth - New York
�ƒ Denver - Houston
�ƒ Los Angeles - Denver
�ƒ Phoenix - Minneapolis/St. Paul
�ƒ San Francisco - Dallas/Fort Worth

�ƒ Detroit - New Orleans
�ƒ Dallas/Fort Worth - Atlanta
�ƒ San Antonio - Minneapolis/St. Paul
�ƒ Denver - Minneapolis/St. Paul
�ƒ Dallas/Fort Worth - Miami
�ƒ Seattle - Denver
�ƒ El Paso - Billings

There is currently no sustained funding or program to advance the 
development of preferred routes identified by this study



Moving Forward

195

Corridor ID

�‡Provides sustained 
support for new or 
improved passenger 
corridors through 
planning and project 
development stages

�‡Includes some long -
distance routes

�ƒ Daily Cardinal
�ƒ Daily Sunset 

Limited
�ƒ North Coast 

Hiawatha

Report to 
Congress
�‡Complete later in 2024
�‡Establish options for 

restoring and 
expanding long -
distance service

�‡Include ideas for 
ongoing collaboration 
and planning

�‡Acknowledge the 
need for additional 
analysis, coordination, 
funding 

Comments 
Received
�‡Maintain a database 

of comments for 
reference in future 
planning processes



Big Sky Passenger 
Rail Authority 

Government Partner 
Program

Bismarck-Mandan Metropolitan 
Planning Organization

Aug. 20, 2024



CORRIDOR ID AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM



CORRIDOR ID AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

CORRIDOR IDENTIFICATION & DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (arcgis.com)

Big Sky North Coast Corridor

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e1f1bd55cfad489a859cc8905d0dad16


What the Service Means for 
Communities

• New transportation and tourism jobs & economic opportunities.

• Stronger, healthier communities—including rural and tribal areas.

• A “working tool” for businesses, farmers and ranchers, schools and 
universities, health care and other civic institutions.

• Revival of small parcel delivery service.

• Stimulates new housing & businesses near stations and transit points.

• Better freight rail capacity, safety, and performance.



When Will the Trains Arrive?

• 2032 is the goal—if we work together effectively.
• The more communities prepare for the service, the faster the service 

will operate.
• We need local governments to lead on:

• Renovating or building train stations,

• Developing relevant services and development near stations and 
destinations, and 

• Creating connecting transit services within cities or towns and to outlying 
communities.



Government Partner Program: 
What’s New

• Previously, Montana cities and towns supported advocacy and those 
efforts will continue.

• New: The program will welcome municipalities, metropolitan 
planning organizations, and counties outside Montana.

• New: Support for communities in developing passenger rail facilities 
and services.

• New: Forums to support cooperation and coordination among 
communities.



Support for Community 
Planning & Cooperation

• Regular webinars for Government Partners will cover federal grant 
opportunities and community planning and project development 
tools.

• Our partner communities are unique. Will tailor general programs 
and resources to meet local needs.

• Support for a collaborative “Passenger Rail Community.” Will create 
opportunities to learn from experiences of other communities.



From: Andy Zachmeier
To: Belinda Eckroth
Subject: Fwd: Recent Letters of Support
Date: Thursday, October 10, 2024 2:54:36 PM

Can you add this too?  

Thanks!  
ZACK

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Andy Zachmeier <azachmeier@bis.midco.net>
Date: October 10, 2024 at 2:51:41�×PM CDT
To: Kimberly Riepl <kriepl@bismarcknd.gov>
Subject: Re: Recent Letters of Support

�|Hello Kim.  

I just received a phone call from Grand Forks Chamber.  They reported no
economic benefit from Amtrak.  They discussed why they did not receive benefit.
 They discussed local requirements to renovate or build depots.  Rugby told me
basically the same.    

I do not support this.  I will make your information known to my Commission. 

Thanks Much.  
ZACK

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 10, 2024, at 2:43�×PM, Kimberly Riepl
<kriepl@bismarcknd.gov> wrote:

�|
Hello Commissioner Zachmeier,
 
I’ve located a few recent letters of support that I thought might be
beneficial.  They address both the restoration of the North Coast
Hiawatha Passenger Rail Line as well as BSPRA’s Corridor ID
project.
 
Many Thanks,

mailto:azachmeier@bis.midco.net
mailto:Belinda.Eckroth@mortonnd.org


 
Kim
 
Kimberly Riepl
Transportation Planner
 
Bismarck-Mandan Metropolitan Planning Organization
221 North 5th Street
PO Box 5503
Bismarck ND 58506-5503
 
Office Main Line:  701-355-1840
Office Direct Line: 701-355-1844
Office Fax: 701-222-6450
Website: bismarcknd.gov
 
Facebook: facebook.com/BismarckMandanMPO
 
Disclaimer:  The Bismarck-Mandan Metropolitan Planning Organization is an entity
comprised of five jurisdictions including:  Bismarck, Lincoln, Mandan, and portions of
Burleigh and Morton counties.  This e-mail, including attachments, is covered by the
Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510 et seq., may be confidential, or
may contain confidential material.  It is intended for use only by the person(s) to whom it is
directed.  If you are not the intended recipient and/or received it in error, you should (1)
reply by e-mail to the sender; (2) delete this e-mail, including deletion of all associated text
files from all storage locations including individual and network storage devices; and (3)
refrain from disseminating or copying this communication.  The media in which any
electronic data files are transmitted can deteriorate over time and under various conditions. 
The Bismarck-Mandan Metropolitan Planning Organization does not warrant the accuracy
of any information contained in electronic data files transmitted by e-mail.

 
 
<2024 0306 Letter of Support - FRA Long Distance Service
Study_Stustman Co.pdf>
<2024-3-7 Jamestown Mayor Letter to FRA.pdf>
<NDDOT BSPRA support letter_Henke_3-8-2023.pdf>
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