
 

 

 

   

Morton County Commission Meeting Agenda 

   

September 24, 2024 

Commission Room, Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW, Mandan ND    

5:30 PM      

  Call to order   

             The Pledge of Allegiance  

             Roll Call   

             Approval of Agenda   

             Approval of minutes for previous meetings   

             Approve monthly bills and payroll – Commissioner Zachmeier 

 

This meeting will also be available via the Go To Meeting platform via 

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty or dial  +1 (669) 224-3412  

and use access code: 370-200-173  

 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Donald LaFleur/MC Tax Director 

• Abatements for board consideration 

 

2. John Saiki/MC Engineer 

• Approval of Resolution of Necessity and Establish Date for Public Hearing for Mantahni Subdivision Special 

Assessment Districts 

 

3. Dawn Rhone/MC Auditor 

 

4. Others 

• Appointment of Kevin Connors, EERC, to P&Z DAC Subcommittee 

 

6:00PM Public Hearing 

• 2025 Final Budget Hearing 

 

 

*ISSUES MAY BE ADDED OR DELETED BY MEETING DAY.   

https://www.gotomeet.me/MortonCounty
tel:+16692243412,,370200173
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/370200173


MORTON COUNTY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
September 12, 2024 
 
The Morton County Commission Regular Meeting was called to order on September 12, 2024 
at 5:30 PM by Chair Boehm at the Morton County Courthouse, 210 Second Avenue NW, Mandan, 
North Dakota.  Others present were Commissioners Zachmeier, Buckley, Leingang, Morrell and 
Auditor Rhone.  Also present was States Attorney Koppy and Sheriff Kirchmeier.  
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to approve the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
   
Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2024, regular 
meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve bills.  On roll call vote Morrell, Leingang, 
Buckley, Zachmeier and Boehm voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leingang moved and Zachmeier seconded to abatements #6622-6623. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to abatements #6624-6625. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form subdivision 

known as Triangle S Acres and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Residential, as the 

subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code 

and reasonably conforms to the land use priorities established in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan, also to 

allow the applicant the option of a 20’ utility easement instead of 40’. All voting aye, motion carried. 

Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve the final plat of the short-form subdivision known 

as Sims Cemetery Subdivision and a zoning map amendment from Agricultural to Public/Institutional, as 

the subdivision conforms to the regulations established in Article 7 of the Morton County Land Use Code 

and reasonably conforms to the land use priorities established in the 2045 Comprehensive Plan.  All 

voting aye, motion carried. 

Zachmeier moved and Buckley seconded to approve a special use permit to allow one farm worker 

dwelling unit in the S ½ of Section 2, Township 137N, Range 81W, as the request is within the intent of 

Morton County Land Use Code Section 5-220.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Buckley moved and Morrell seconded to concur with the award of the NDDOT contract with 
Northern Improvement Company for the overlay of County Road 139A, at a contract amount of 
$741,988.30 and to execute the resolution for return to the NDDOT.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Morrell moved and Leingang seconded to authorize the Chair to sign the MOA with NDDES for 911 
dispatch services for 7/1/25-6/30/27.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to approve revised policy 100-030, Abandoned Cemeteries 
– Endangered Gravesites.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Chair Boehm opened the Public Hearing on a moratorium on the development of all data center and 
cryptocurrency facilities at 6:00PM. 
 
Steve Tomac, Chair for Mor-Gran-Sou, asked about a timeframe for the moratorium. 
 
Public Hearing was closed at 6:05PM. 



Zachmeier moved and Morrell seconded to impose a moratorium on the development of all data 
center and cryptocurrency mining facilities with in Morton County until the County can develop 
zoning standards for said uses.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The total of all county funds expended from August 9, 2024, through August 27, 2024, equals 

$1,281,170.81. 

A detailed list of funds expended by check is available for public inspection anytime during regular 
business hours at the Morton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Morrell moved and Buckley moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:07 PM.   
 
Nathan Boehm, Chairman, Morton County Commission    ______________________ 
 
Dawn R Rhone, County Auditor     ________________________________  
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  09/24/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 09/19/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: VETERANS 6626 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF 2023 MORTON COUNTY VETERANS 
ABATEMENT 6626 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2023 MORTON COUNTY VETERANS ABATEMENT 
6626 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6626 2023 VETERANS 51-0142675 BEMMAN/WILLIAM & 

VICKY 
2407 FOXTAIL LN N 

MANDAN 21,663 5,670 15,993 199.87 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  09/24/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 09/19/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: HOMESTEAD 6627 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF 2023 MORTON COUNTY 
HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 6627 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2023 MORTON COUNTY HOMESTEAD ABATEMENT 
6627 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6627 2023 HOMESTEAD 42-0135000 WILLENBRING/ROYS & 

ELAINE 
3900 BUSINESS 

LOOP I-94 MANDAN 10,341 4,500 5,841 199.87 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  09/24/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 09/19/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: EXEMPT 6628 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  PROPERTY DEEDED TO THE CITY OF GLEN ULLIN FOR 2024, CITY 
OF GLEN ULLIN RECOMMENDS APPROVAL (9/9/2024) 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 ABATEMENT 6628 FOR EXEMPT PROPERTY 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
 

  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 

6628 2024 EXEMPT 63-0123000 CITY OF GLEN ULLIN 
LOTS 24-27 BLOCK 

6 GLEN ULLIN 
PROPER 

495 495 0 199.87 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  09/24/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 09/19/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: EXEMPT 6629-6630 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  PROPERTY SOLD TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 ABATEMENT 6629-6630 FOR EXEMPT 
PROPERTY 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 

6629 2024 EXEMPT 30-0175100 UNITED STATE OF 
AMERICA 

138-81 SEC 17 NE 
1/4 NW 1/4 & SE 1/4 

NW 1/4 &  
SW 1/4 NW 1/4 
120.00 ACRES 

3,665 3,665 0 198.63 

6630 2024 EXEMPT 30-0179000 UNITED STATE OF 
AMERICA 

138-81 SEC 18 NE 
1/4  

160.00 ACRES 
4,980 4,980 0 198.63 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  09/24/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 09/19/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: EXEMPT 6631 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  ALLOW FOR THE TAX EXEMPTION FOR NEWLY BUILT HOMES OF 
$75,000 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2407 BAYVIEW CT SE IN THE CITY OF MANDAN, CITY 
OF MANDAN RECOMMENDS APPROVAL (9/17/2024) 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

• CITY OF MANDAN AGENDA DOCUMENT 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 2024 ABATEMENT 6631 FOR NEWLY BUILT HOME 
EXEMPTION 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6631 2024 EXEMPT 65-0182305 HOFF/KIRK J & ANNETTE 2407 BAYVIEW CT 

SE MANDAN 26,600 3,375 23,225 279.03 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  09/24/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 09/19/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6632-6634 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  CORRECT THE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF HOME AND GARAGE FOR 
2022, 2023, & 2024 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1102 2ND AVE NW, CITY OF MANDAN 
RECOMMENDS APPROVAL (9/17/2024) 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

• CITY OF MANDAN AGENDA DOCUMENT 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 6632-6634 TO CORRECT SQUARE 
FOOTAGE OF HOME FOR 2022, 2023, & 2024 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6632 2022 REASSESS 65-5460000 PULKRABEK/BENJAMIN C 1102 2ND AVE NW 

MANDAN 10,157 1,422 8,735 287.38 

6633 2023 REASSESS 65-5460000 PULKRABEK/BENJAMIN C 1102 2ND AVE NW 
MANDAN 11,115 1,809 9,306 281.02 

6634 2024 REASSESS 65-5460000 PULKRABEK/BENJAMIN C 1102 2ND AVE NW 
MANDAN 11,826 1,845 9,981 279.03 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  09/24/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 09/19/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6635-6636 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  CORRECT THE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF HOME FOR 2023 AND 2024 
FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2910 MARINA RD SE CITY OF MANDAN, CITY OF MANDAN 
RECOMMENDS APPROVAL (9/17/2024) 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

• CITY OF MANDAN AGENDA DOCUMENT 
 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENTS 6635-6636 TO CORRECT SQUARE 
FOOTAGE OF HOME FOR 2023 AND 2024 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6635 2023 REASSESS 65-4783000 BURKE/RANDOLPH B 2910 MARINA RD SE 

MANDAN 24,125 999 23,126 281.02 

6636 2024 REASSESS 65-4783000 BURKE/RANDOLPH B 2910 MARINA RD SE 
MANDAN 25,124 1,026 24,098 279.03 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  09/24/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 09/19/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6637 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  CORRECT THE YEAR BUILT ON STRUCTURES FOR 2024 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENT 6637 TO CORRECT THE YEAR BUILT 
OF STRUCTURES FOR 2024 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
  

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6637 2024 REASSESS 41-0028050 BOEHM/SHANNON & 

DEBBY 
5400 OLD RED TRL 

MANDAN 26,328 261 26,067 198.63 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive 
Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  09/24/2024 
PREPARATION DATE: 09/19/2024 
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: TAX EQUALIZATION 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: DONALD LAFLEUR 
PRESENTER: DONALD LAFLEUR 
SUBJECT: ABATEMENTS 6638 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:  BOE APPEAL, CORRECT CHARACTERISTICS OF RESIDENCE FOR 
2024 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ABATEMENT 6638 TO CORRECT THE 
CHARACTERISTICS OF RESIDENCE FOR 2024 

SUGGESTED MOTION: MOTION TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
 

# YR REASON PARCEL OWNER ADDRESS ORIG ABATED NEW MILL 
6638 2024 REASSESS 42-0058000 KRAFT/ARNOLD J & 

LYNNETTE L 
410 COYOTE RD 

MANDAN 27,343 3,812 23,531 198.63 

Morton County Commission 
Morton County Courthouse 

210 2nd Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554 

(701) 667.3414 
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Stewardship of Public Trust | Respect for Diverse Voices & Ideas | Responsive & Comprehensive Customer Service | Leadership with Ethics and Integrity | Culture of Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
MEETING DATE: September 24, 2024
PREPARATION DATE: September 17, 2024
SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Highway Department

DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR: 
 
John Saiki

PRESENTER: 
 
John Saiki

SUBJECT: 

 
Mantahni Subdivision Special 
Assessment District 

 

STATEMENT/PURPOSE:   Approval of Resolution of Necessity and Establish Date for Public 
Hearing for Mantahni Subdivision Special Assessment Districts  

 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES: Mantahni Subdivision has submitted signatures for their Special 

Assessment District.  For construction of pavement (4 inch Hot Mix 
Bituminous Pavement).   

 
 76% of the property owners in the benefited boundary are in favor of 

the paving district.   
 

The Morton County Special Assessment Screening Committee met 
on September 12, 2024 and recommended approval.  

 
ATTACHMENTS:   Copy of the petition, Recapitulation of the Signatures and Owners list, 

applicable sections of the North Dakota Century Code 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:                                    Special Assessments 
 
STAFF IMPACT:            Minimal 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morton County Commission
Morton County Courthouse

210 2nd Ave NW
Mandan, ND 58554

(701) 667.3414



Page 2 of 2 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION Recommend approval of Resolutions of Necessity for Mantahni 

Subdivision, Project 2490  for construction of pavement (4 inch Hot 
Mix Bituminous Pavement). Over 60% of the property owners have 
signed their respective petitions per North Dakota Century Code 11-
11-55.1.   

 
 As required by NDCC 40-22-17, Schedule a Public Hearing at the 
Morton County Commission Meeting on November 14, 2024 at 6:00 
pm. 

 
SUGGESTED MOTION Move to Approve the Resolution of Necessity for Mantahni 

Subdivision, Project 2490  for construction of pavement (4 inch Hot 
Mix Bituminous Pavement). Over 60% of the property owners have 
signed their respective petitions per North Dakota Century Code 11-
11-55.1.  As required by NDCC 40-22-17, Schedule a Public Hearing 
at the Morton County Commission Meeting on November 14, 2024 at 
6:00 pm. 



Mantahni Subdivision & Lot 1 of Lot C                                                                 

   Petition for Paving Improvements 

We, the undersigned, being the landowners of record of 
benefitted property, do hereby petition the Morton County 
Commission to create a special assessment district for the 
following improvement.  We understand that the entire final 
cost will be apportioned equally among 16 Property Owners 
and 17 Adjoining Property Lots by the special assessment 
commission as follows: 

Lots within the following Subdivisions are to be included:  

Mantahni Subdivision & 
Lot 1 of lot C of E ½ NE ¼ Sec 9  
 
A)  Location:  Mantahni Subdivision 
 
B)  Type of Improvement:  Asphalt Paving with Chip Seal (25 
year lifespan) 
 
C)  Improvement Extent: Sioux St N- Arikara Av N-Hidatsa Pl N 

Total length of improvement is approximately 
3,468feet.  (0.66 miles) 

 
D)  Estimated Total Cost:  $305,600 ($17,976 per property lot).  If actual costs are found to be significantly 
different, 
      Property lot owners reserve the right to stop the petition. 

Assessment Period:  10 Years or payoff sooner without penalty. 
 
E)  Desired Improvement Completion Date:  Summer of 2024. 
 
F)  Contact Persons:  Name: __________________ __  Name: __________________ __   
             Address:____________________  Address:____________________   
             City/Zip:____________________  City/Zip:____________________   
             Phone: ____________________  Phone: ____________________   
             Email: ____________________  Email: ____________________ 
 

           Name: __________________ __  Name: __________________ __   
             Address:____________________  Address:____________________   
             City/Zip:____________________  City/Zip:____________________   
             Phone: ____________________  Phone: ____________________   
             Email: ____________________  Email: ____________________ 
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11-11-55.  County  may  agree  to  make  improvements  on  private  roads  - Costs  of 
improvements to constitute lien on real estate.

The board of county commissioners shall  have the power to enter into agreements with 
private landowners for the purpose of making improvements on private roads. The board shall 
charge  the  landowner  for  the  improvements  made  pursuant  to  such  agreement,  and  such 
charges shall constitute a lien upon the real estate of the landowner in the same manner as 
personal property taxes are made a lien upon real estate as provided in chapter 57-22.

11-11-55.1. Petition or resolution for improvements - Levy of special assessments.
The board of county commissioners of any county, by resolution or upon receipt of a petition 

of sixty percent of the landowners in a defined area, outside of the limits of any incorporated 
city,  may  install  the  petitioned  improvements  as  benefit  the  defined  area,  provide  for  the 
financing of the improvements, and levy special assessments for the payment of all or part of 
the improvements within the defined area. In providing for the improvements, the county shall 
have the authority granted to municipalities in chapters 40-22, 40-23, 40-23.1, 40-24, 40-25, 
40-26, 40-27, and 40-28, and the county shall comply with the provisions of those chapters in 
making the improvements. Whenever action is required of city officials in those chapters, the 
comparable county officials shall take the action.

11-11-56.  Comprehensive  health  planning  by  counties  and  county  funding  of 
areawide comprehensive health planning.

Any county may engage in comprehensive health planning and may appropriate funds to an 
areawide  comprehensive  health  planning  organization  organized  and  approved  under 
provisions of the state plan for comprehensive health planning, whether such organization be a 
public agency or private corporation.

11-11-57. Counties may cooperate in predatory animal and injurious rodent control.
Boards of county commissioners may perform, within their respective counties, predatory 

animal, destructive bird, and injurious rodent control as defined in section 4-01-17.1, and may 
enter  into cooperative agreements with the agriculture commissioner  and the United States 
department of agriculture for this purpose.

11-11-57.1. Funds available for predatory control.
In order to perform bird and animal control, boards of county commissioners are authorized 

to make necessary expenditures from county special funds available for this purpose or from the 
county general or contingent funds.

11-11-58. Programs and activities for senior citizens - Expenditure of funds.
The board of county commissioners is authorized to establish or maintain programs and 

activities for senior citizens, including the expansion of existing senior citizen centers which will 
provide recreational and other leisure-time activities, informational, health, welfare, counseling, 
and  referral  services  for  senior  citizens,  and  assist  such  persons  in  providing  volunteer 
community or  civic  services.  The board  is  authorized to expend funds received from state, 
federal, or private sources for the public purposes provided for in this section. No expenditure 
authorized by this section shall be made to defray any expenses or any organization or agency 
until such organization or agency is incorporated under the laws of this state as a nonprofit 
corporation and has contracted with the board in regard to the manner in which such funds will 
be expended and the services to be provided. An organization or agency and its program which 
receives  such funds shall  be reviewed or  approved annually  by the board to determine its 
eligibility to receive funds under the provisions of this section.

11-11-59. Creation of booster station by election.
Repealed by S.L. 2015, ch. 439, § 104.
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prepaid, the governing body may direct the city auditor to refund, out of the assessment reserve, 
to the owner of the property at the time of such refund as indicated in the records of the recorder 
of  the  county,  a  sum  not  exceeding  a  similar  proportion  of  the  principal  amount  of  such 
installment, excluding interest.

40-22-17. Protest against resolution of necessity - Meeting to hear protest.
If, within thirty days after the first publication of the resolution declaring the necessity of an 

improvement project of the type specified in any one of the subsections of section 40-22-01, the 
owners  of  any  property  within  the  improvement  district  file  written  protests  describing  the 
property which is the subject of the protest with the city auditor protesting against the adoption 
of said resolution, the governing body of the municipality, at its next meeting after the expiration 
of the time for filing such protests, shall hear and determine the sufficiency thereof.

40-22-18.  Protest bar  to proceeding  - Invalid or insufficient protests  - Payment of 
costs - Tax levy.

If the governing body finds the protests to contain the names of the owners of a majority of 
the area of the property included within the improvement district, the protests shall be a bar 
against  proceeding with  any special  assessment  for  the improvement project.  However,  the 
protests  do  not  bar  proceeding  with  the  improvement  project  described  in  the  plans  and 
specifications if  the  governing  body  funds  the  project  with  funds  other  than  special 
assessments. If the governing body finds the protests to contain the names of the owners of a 
majority of any separate property area included within the district,  the protests shall be a bar 
against proceeding with special assessments to be assessed in whole or in part upon property 
within the area, but shall not bar against proceeding with the improvement project or assessing 
the cost thereof against other areas within the district, unless the protests represent a majority 
of the area of the entire district. If the protests represent a majority of the area of the entire 
district,  the protests bar any special assessment for the improvement project. Property owned 
by a political  subdivision is not included when determining whether the protests contain the 
names of the owners of a majority of the area included within the improvement district or a 
separate property area unless the political subdivision filed a protest.

The termination of  proceedings,  by reason of  protest  or  otherwise,  shall  not  relieve the 
municipality of responsibility for payment of costs theretofore incurred and for payment of  the 
costs a municipality may, if funds on hand and available for the purpose are insufficient, issue its 
certificates of indebtedness or warrants, or levy a tax which shall  be considered a tax for a 
portion of the cost of a special improvement project by general taxation within the meaning of 
section 57-15-10. If the protests are found to be insufficient or invalid, the governing body may 
cause the improvement to be made and may contract or otherwise provide in accordance with 
this  title  for  the  construction  thereof  and  the  acquisition  of  property  required  in  connection 
therewith and may levy and collect assessments therefor.

40-22-19. Contract proposals.
Proposals  for  the  work  of  making  improvements  provided  for  in  this  chapter  must  be 

advertised for by the governing body in the official newspaper of the municipality once each 
week  for  two  consecutive  weeks.  All  other  provisions  for  proposals  under  this  chapter  are 
governed by chapter 48-01.2.

40-22-20. Bid to be accompanied by a bond - Bond retained upon failure of bidder to 
contract - Amount of bond.

Repealed by S.L. 1995, ch. 443, § 29.

40-22-21. Bidder's bond - Required - Amount.
Repealed by S.L. 1971, ch. 403, § 2.

40-22-22. Execution of bidder's bond.
Repealed by S.L. 1995, ch. 443, § 29.
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Morton County Budget 2025 Estimated 2025 Total

Cash Balance estimated rev Estimated Transfer Estimated Work Budget Transfer Projected BUDGET Last Yr. Change 

Jan 1, 2025 less prop tax Revenue 2025 In Funds Avail. 2025 Out Balance 12/31/25 MILLS MILLS in Mills

--------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- ------------------- ----------------- -----------------

    General  6,951,102 3,725,774 11,614,085 18,565,187 13,508,428 300,000 4,756,759 35.25               38.00               (2.75)

    County Park 405,098 164,750 410,910 816,008 450,766 365,242 1.10                 1.20                 (0.10)

Total General 7,356,200 12,024,995 19,381,195 13,959,194 300,000 5,122,001 36.35               39.20               (2.85)

Road and Bridge 1,191,313 183,308 1,302,217 9,700,000 12,193,530 10,709,656 1,483,874 5.00                 5.00                 0.00

Unorganized Road 764,461 995,750            1,503,758 2,268,219 1,500,000 768,219 6.00                 6.00                 0.00

Highway Distribution 496,291 6,497,949         6,497,949 6,994,240 6,500,000 494,240 -                   -                  0.00

Farm to Market 352,540 106,600 1,393,346 1,745,886 1,700,000 45,886 5.75                 5.75                 0.00

Weeds 126,050 106,400 265,923 391,973 314,496           77,477 1.70                 1.40                 0.30

Social Welfare 437,151 4,900,000 5,000,000 5,437,151 5,010,113        427,038 -                   -                  0.00

County Agent 229,200 19,300 220,704 449,904 256,547 193,357 0.90                 0.96                 (0.06)

Veterans 26,768 37,600 216,625 243,393 211,660           31,733 0.80                 0.74                 0.06

Emergency 512,645 0 0 512,645 0 512,645 -                   -                  0.00

LEC (fund 214) 149,144 50,000 50,000 199,144 50,000 149,144

Property & Asset Foreiture 51,288 20,000 20,000 71,288 30,000 41,288

States Attorney Forfeiture 79,750 20,000 20,000 99,750 30,000 69,750

BMDC Capital Projects 271,896 0 45,000 316,896 50,000 266,896 -                   -                  0.00

Community Garden 8,103 3,000 2,000 10,103 3,000 7,103

Region VII PRC 4,969 8,000 8,000 12,969 10,000 2,969

Capital Projects 421,814 159,880 159,880 581,694 250,000 331,694 -                   -                  0.00

HVAC Fund 115,000 0 0 75,000 190,000 100,000 90,000

Special Assessments 82,689 0 0 82,689 60,000 22,689 -                   -                  0.00

Landline E-911 170,656 515,000 515,000 685,656 552,000 133,656

Montes Rancheros (502) 4,151 23,800 23,800 27,951 33,011 (5,060)

Captains Landing Specials(503) (10,350) 13,934 13,934 3,584 0 3,584

Willow Road(504) (2,299) 62,000 62,000 59,701 74,000 (14,299)

Whispering Hills Specials(507) (4,518) 14,250 14,250 9,732 20,372 (10,640)

Riverview Heights(505) 658 18,100 18,100 18,758 23,888 (5,130)

Entzel's # 5(506-511) 56,753 0 0 56,753 0 56,753 -                   -                  0.00

Internal Service 372,386 0 0 286,000 658,386 330,000 328,386 -                   -                  0.00

County Motor Pool 39,803 28,000 28,000 67,803 21,700 10,000 36,103

Berube Apt Bldg 10,464 225,000 225,000 235,464 138,700 96,000 764

Hazardous Chemicals 10,015 2,000 2,000 12,015 5,000 7,015 -                   -                  0.00

COVID Funds from State 280,315 0 280,315 0 280,315

American Rescue Plan 433,428 433,428 433,428 0

Sheriff Donations 59,826 0 59,826 17,000 42,826

Document Preservation 49,483 25,000 25,000 74,483 26,530 47,953 -                   -                  0.00

Senior Citizens  (230) 216,167 437,711 437,481 435,000 2,481 0.99                 0.98                 0.01

County Health 0 52,185 756,509 756,509 754,799 1,710 2.99                 2.90                 0.09

County Library  6,333 51,300 266,187 272,520 270,489 2,031 2.29                 2.10                 0.19

Lower Heart Water Dist. 0 4,475 399,570 399,570 399,570 (0) 4.00                 4.00                 0.00

Morton County Water 0 32,337 182,347 182,347 180,000 2,347 1.20                 1.05                 0.15

Historical Society 0 2,013 24,391 24,391 24,391 0 0.10                 0.10                 0.00

Economic Dev. 16,053 33,200 125,885 141,938 133,183 8,755 0.78                 0.77                 0.01

0.63                 0.62                 

0.15                 0.15                 

----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------

Totals 14,170,199 18,317,072 31,805,081 10,106,000 56,081,280 34,917,727 10,106,000 11,057,553 68.85 70.95 (2.10)

----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------

42% of revenue is taxes % increase in taxable valuation 4.7%

new growth 0.9%

1 mill = 235,560 *includes homestead and vet credits

2024 2023

14,056,624$    13,933,827$   

9/20/2024 INCREASE 122,797 0.9%

        Total Tax $ levied



GENERAL FUND 2025 Requested Approved Increase/(Decrease) % Taxes Levied Taxes Levied Increase

Budget 2024 Budget 2024 to 2025 Change 2025 2024 (Decrease) % Change

County Board 141,586.00                     141,386.00                      200.00                          0.1%

Auditor 445,500.00                     415,702.00                      29,798.00                    7.2%

Treasurer 389,887.00                     391,373.00                      (1,486.00)                     -0.4%

States Attorney 1,827,702.00                  1,570,288.00                  257,414.00                  16.4%

Tax Director 487,094.00                     384,220.00                      102,874.00                  26.8%

District Court 41,000.00                       41,000.00                        -                                0.0%

Office Building 17,300.00                       17,300.00                        -                                0.0%

Recorder 262,047.00                     220,222.00                      41,825.00                    19.0%

Juvenile Court 87,058.00                       86,270.00                        788.00                          0.9%

Building & Grounds 605,339.00                     592,730.00                      12,609.00                    2.1%

Human Resources 182,538.00                     163,671.00                      18,867.00                    11.5%

Technology 149,368.00                     155,231.00                      (5,863.00)                     -3.8%

Non-Departmental 262,750.00                     257,250.00                      5,500.00                      2.1%

Correctional Center 2,322,811.00                  2,894,706.00                  (571,895.00)                 -19.8%

Sheriff 5,519,765.00                  5,048,449.00                  471,316.00                  9.3%

Coroner 44,600.00                       43,560.00                        1,040.00                      2.4%

DES 291,200.00                     287,804.00                      3,396.00                      1.2%

Communications 413,007.00                     397,688.00                      15,319.00                    3.9%

Elections 300.00                             101,050.00                      (100,750.00)                 -99.7%

Conservation & Promotion of Ag 162,500.00                     112,000.00                      50,500.00                    45.1%

Planning & Zoning 143,376.00                     134,058.00                      9,318.00                      7.0%

Supt of Schools 11,700.00                       11,700.00                        -                                0.0%

County Park 450,766.00                     430,066.00                      20,700.00                    4.8%

TOTAL GENERAL FUND 14,259,194.00               13,897,724.00                361,470.00                  2.6% 8,562,601.00     8,861,123.00     (298,522.00)     -3%

SPECIAL FUNDS

Road & Bridge 10,709,656.00               9,912,494.00                  797,162.00                  8.0% 3,067,014.00     2,788,398.00     278,616.00      10%

Weeds 314,496.00                     304,995.00                      9,501.00                      3.1% 167,919.00        142,693.00        25,226.00        18%

Social Services 5,010,113.00                  4,775,674.00                  234,439.00                  4.9%

County Extension 256,547.00                     293,176.00                      (36,629.00)                   -12.5% 212,004.00        235,873.00        (23,869.00)       -10%

Veterans Service 211,660.00                     199,928.00                      11,732.00                    5.9% 188,448.00        167,833.00        20,615.00        12%

LEC Building Fund 50,000.00                       50,000.00                        -                                0.0%

Property & Assets Forfeiture 30,000.00                       30,000.00                        -                                0.0%

States Attorney Forfeiture 30,000.00                       30,000.00                        

BMDC Capital Projects 50,000.00                       -                                    

Region VII PRC 10,000.00                       15,000.00                        (5,000.00)                     -33.3%

Community Garden 3,000.00                         3,000.00                          -                                0.0%

Capital Projects 250,000.00                     50,000.00                        200,000.00                  400.0%

HVAC Fund 100,000.00                     -                                    

Co Special Assessments 60,000.00                       60,000.00                        -                                0.0%

County Wireless 911 552,000.00                     757,100.00                      (205,100.00)                 -27.1%

Montes Rancheros Specials 33,011.00                       33,011.00                        -                                0.0%

Captains Landing Specials -                                   18,812.00                        (18,812.00)                   -100.0%

Willow Road 74,000.00                       185,000.00                      (111,000.00)                 -60.0%

Whispering Hills Specials 20,372.00                       20,372.00                        -                                0.0%

Riverview Heights 23,888.00                       23,888.00                        

Internal Service Equipment 330,000.00                     310,000.00                      20,000.00                    6.5%

County Motor Pool 31,700.00                       31,400.00                        300.00                          1.0%

Burube Apt Bldg 138,700.00                     133,500.00                      5,200.00                      3.9%

Hazardous Chemicals Prep 5,000.00                         5,000.00                          -                                0.0%

American Rescue Fund 433,428.00                     1,389,700.00                  

Sheriff Donations 17,000.00                       17,000.00                        

Document Preservation Fund 26,530.00                       48,770.00                        (22,240.00)                   -45.6%

Sr Citizens 435,000.00                     405,000.00                      30,000.00                    7.4% 233,204.00        222,265.00        10,939.00        5%

County Health 754,799.00                     707,429.00                      47,370.00                    6.7% 704,324.00        657,724.00        46,600.00        7%

County Library 270,489.00                     262,066.00                      8,423.00                      3.2% 226,196.00        216,500.00        9,696.00           4%

Lower Heart Flood 399,570.00                     392,959.00                      6,611.00                      1.7% 415,889.00        388,962.00        26,927.00        7%

County Water 180,000.00                     183,200.00                      (3,200.00)                     -1.7% 157,905.00        134,743.00        23,162.00        17%

Historical Society 24,391.00                       24,851.00                        (460.00)                        -1.9% 23,556.00           22,680.00           876.00              4%

Ecomonic Development 133,183.00                     130,896.00                      2,287.00                      1.7% 97,563.00           95,034.00           2,529.00           3%

Total Special Funds 20,968,533.00               20,804,221.00                164,312.00                  0.8% 5,494,022.00     5,072,705.00     421,317.00      8%

TOTAL 35,227,727.00               34,701,945.00                525,782.00                  2% 14,056,623.00  13,933,828.00  122,795.00      0.9%

less inter-fund transfer (310,000.00)                    

34,917,727.00$             

9/20/2024



 

 

September 23, 2024 

 

Morton County Planning and Zoning Commission 

Morton County Commissioners 

DAC Subcommittee 

Mandan, ND 58554 

 

RE: Appointment of Kevin Connors of EERC to P&Z DAC Subcommittee 

To All,  

We were very alarmed today, to see the following on the September 28, 2024, County Commission 

Meeting Agenda:  

Appointment of Kevin Connors, EERC, to P&Z DAC Subcommittee 

The EERC is a part of the University of North Dakota system, and has been heavily funded with 

DOE taxpayer funds of over $12.5 million for a DAC Hub project. The EERC website says “The 

Prairie Compass DAC Hub will combine Climeworks’ DAC technology with permitted geologic 

CO2 storage facilities in North Dakota to demonstrate commercial-scale DAC with storage 

consistent with DOE’s Carbon Negative Shot goal.” 

This scares the daylights out of us that the EERC may use our neighborhood in Morton County to be 

a part of this “Hub” and will use their influence with the Planning and Zoning Subcommittee to 

develop standards to allow this kind of study here, in that they may obtain yet, more DOE funding. 

As was explained to the full Morton County P&Z at numerous meetings while we and our neighbors 

fought against Retract’s application to put a first of a kind DAC and Sequestration facility in our 

neighborhood, we do NOT want to be Guinea Pigs or any other form of test subject or study for this 

nascent DAC technology! We do not want to be part of a DAC “Hub”. Morton County P&Z 

witnessed that by the high number of people at the meetings opposed to Retract’s permit application. 

 

The thought that the EERC, which is out of the UND - Grand Forks, will be on the subcommittee 

that is working on standards and zoning for DAC permitting in Morton County, does not give us 

much confidence Morton County residents health and safety, nor that our neighborhood’s desire to 

keep DAC away from our homes, in accordance with the Morton County Comprehensive plan, will 

be respected, nor that we will be getting a fair voice, now that EERC, of Grand Forks, and Retract, 

of Colorado, both have staff on this subcommittee. 

 

The EERC has their ideas and they do not necessarily agree with other DAC and CCS experts in the 

state, the nation or around the world, nor with much of the research that residents of Morton County 

have done to learn the pros and cons of this technology.  

 

From the EERC Website: “The EERC is a leader in developing new technologies and practical 

solutions to critical energy challenges. We’re committed to the development of innovative, practical, 

and cost-effective energy and environmental solutions through a variety of projects including 

hydrogen, direct air capture, and advanced carbon materials and rare earth elements.”   



DAC is neither practical, cost-effective, nor an environmental solution. But when the DOE gives 

someone $12.5 million to study and promote DAC, we expect they will do what they can to make it 

sound worthy of the taxpayer funding that is being spent to deploy this very wasteful technology. 

FACT: In the end, with DAC, taxpayer money is actually being used to INCREASE CO2 emissions, 

and other pollutants. And the EERC is promoting and backing these types of projects.  

The EERC says DAC is a technology solution that has been “proven” by Climeworks, which is 

operating the world’s largest DAC+S facility “Orca” in Iceland, yet captures only 4000 tons of CO2 

annually, after spending $10 million to build the facility. But the EERC thinks that’s OK. Retract 

was going to capture 144,000 tons, they claimed. How much will that cost taxpayers? 

The EERC has been working with the Minnkota Project Tundra. That total expected cost when 

finished is $2 BILLION. The DOE recently announced $350 million in more taxpayer funding for 

Project Tundra, which the Sierra Club notes that if this “poorly designed” facility fails, customers 

would be exposed to rate hikes. They also noted that Project Tundra relies on withdrawing nearly 5 

billion gallons of water from the Missouri River, which would likely worsen drought conditions for 

North Dakota, as will any and all DAC facilities approved in Morton County. 

It greatly concerns us and our neighbors that the appointment of Kevin Conners of the EERC to the 

P&Z DAC subcommittee, may give too much voice to an entity that may have an alternative agenda 

to see many DAC facilities in Morton County, without regard for the effect it will have on the 

environment, the residents, their homes, their farms, and their way of life here. 

We feel that the appointment of a second person opposed to DAC being built near the homes of 

residents in Morton County is only right and fitting at this time, in order to balance the weight of the 

discussion on these matters. We believe a resident of Morton County, someone who will have to live 

by and be affected by these zoning standards, is a necessary addition to this committee right now. 

Someone who understands and is more concerned with taxpayer dollars than the government funded 

EERC seems to be, and who knows and cares how DAC facilities will affect REAL lives of the 

residents in Morton County, because he is one. 

If the County is going to put two very strong proponents of DAC on this subcommittee, we feel we 

should be treated fairly and be allowed one additional opponent of DAC appointed to serve 

alongside Kurt Swenson, who is extremely qualified, has experience with CO2 issues, with Morton 

County Land Use Codes, and whom we are all very happy to have represent us. 

 

We highly recommend and request that P&Z and County Commissioners seek appointment of Travis 

Kuhlka, a Glen Ullin Veterinarian, who has done great research on DAC and understands its 

complications, who serves and knows a great many residents in Morton County, speaks with them 

regularly about the issue of DAC and knows how it will affect the residents lives here. If he is unable 

to do so, we request another appropriate resident be considered at this time. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dawn Shepard 

Delton Hitchcock 

New Salem, ND 


